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'.PANTHEON: 

O R, 

Fabulous History 

O F T H E 

HEATHEN GODS, 

Heroes, Goddesses, &^c. 

Explain'd in a Manner intirely New, 

And render'd much more ufeful than any hitherto publifh'd 

on this Subje£):. 

ADORN'D WITH 

Figures depi£led from ancient Paintings, Medals and Gems* 
I for the Ulc of thofe who would underlbuid History, Poetry, 
I Painting, Statuary, Coins, Medals, &c* 

J To which is added, 

^ A Difcourfe on the Theology of the Andents, wherein the 
Manner of their Worfliip, and the Rile and Progrefs of Ido- 
dolatry are-conlidered. 

AS ALSO 

An Explanation of their ancient Mythology from the Writ- 
ing of JVf0/>x$ the Egyptian, Greciarty Roman, and Eaftem 
Hiftorians, Philofophers, Poets, &c. 

By SAMUEL BOYSE, A. M. 






With an APPENDIX, 
containing 

Some Account of their various fuperftitious Obfervances by 
Aftrolo^, Prodigies, Auguries, Arufpices, Oracles, &c. in 
which tne Origin of each are pointed out. As alfo a ihort hifto« 

I lical Account of the Rife of Altars, facred Groves, Friefls 
and Temples. 

By a Gentleman of CAMBRIDGE, 
i LONDON: 
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P R E'F ACE. 

E have here no Dcfign to rwle the Rct 
putation of this Work, by depreciat- 
ing the many others that have already 
been publifli'd on this Subject i it is 
fuflicient for us to fay, that we have foIJowed a 
flan entirely new, and at the fame Time fuch a 
one as has appeared to us much more ufeful, more 
rational, and lefs dry than any ttiat has gone be- 
fore it. 

all "Works of this Kind muft neceGarily conr 
jfift of Materials colledled from other Authors, no 
lEitpence, no Labour has been fpared, the moft 
[telebrated Works on this Subjcd have been con- 
jliilted and compared with each other, and it has 
jfittjuently happen'd, that fcattered Hints widely 
pperfed have ferved to clear up the moft difficult 
pnd intricate Mearungs, to a Degree of Demon- 
ion 1 but amongft all the Ai^thors to which we 
ire had Recourfe, we muft here particularly ac- 
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PREFACE. 



lave 1^ 



knowledge the great Advantage we have 
ceived from that ingenious Gentleman the Abbe fc , 
Pluche, in his Hiftory of the Heavens, and our 
having received fome ufeful Hints from Earner's 
Mythology. 

Some Acquaintance with the Heathen Gods and 
the ancient Fables, is a neceffary Branch of polite 
Learning, as without this it is impoITible to obtain 
a competent Knowledge of the Claflics, impoffible 
to form a Judgment of Antique Medals, Statues 
or Paintings ; or even to underftand the Perfor- 
mances of the Moderns in thele pohte Arts. 

From hence thefe Studies have been generally 
efteemed neceflary for the Improvement of Youth i 
but in Works of this Kind fufficient Care has not 
been taken, to unfold the Origin of the Heatheijl 
Gods, which has generally been miftaken. Some 
imagining that they had been Kings and Princes i 
others, that they were the various Parts of Nature, 
And others, that they were the Patriarchs and He- 
roes of the Jewifh Nation. But each of thefe 
have been found equally contrary to Tnith, wljen 
applied to the Pagan Theology, though fome ci 
their Fables have been imbelliHied with many Cip- 
cumftances related in the Mofaic Hiftory. In 
Works of this Kind, no Care has hitherto been 
taken to give the leafl: Intimation of abundance ol 
Circumftances neceflary to be known ; and a Per- 
fon reads the Hiftory of the Gods without finding 
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PREFACE. iH 

any Thing added, that can help them to entertMn 
the leaft Idea of the Religion of their Worlhippers, 

The Greeks were entirely ignorant as to the ■ 
Origin of their Gods, and incapable of tranfmit- 
ting their Hiftory to Pofterity. Herodotus informs 
us, that the Gods of the Greeks were originally 
brought from Egypt and Phxnicia, where they had 
been the Objects of religious Worlhip long before 
any Colonies from thefe Countries fccded in Greece. 
We o'jght then to fearch in Egypt for the Origin 
of the Gods, for the Gods invented by the Egyp- 
tians, and carry'd by the Ph^nicians over all the 
Coafts of the Mediterranean. The firft Egyptians, 
unacquainted with Letters, gave all their Informa- 
tions to the People, all tlie Rules of their Conduft, 
by erecting Figirres, eafily iinderftood, and wliich 
ferved as Rules and Orders neceflary to regulate 
their Behaviour , and as Advertifemcncs to provide 
for their own Safety. A very few Figures diver- 
fified by what they held in their Hands, or carried 
on their Heads, were fufiicient for this Purpofe, 
Thefe were ingenious Contrivances, and fuch aa 
were abfolutely necelTary in a Country, where the 
leaft Miftake in Point of Time was fufficient to 
ruin all their Affairs. 

But thefe Egyptian Symbols, giving Way to 
the eafy IVIethod of reaping Inftruftion from the 
Ufe of Letters, which were afterwards introduce^,- ■ 
foon became obfolcte, and the Memonf of fowss. 
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particular Virtues ftill remaining, they were revered 
as the Images or Reprefentations of fuperior and 
friendly Beings, who had frequently delivered them 
from impending Dangers, and foon were wor- 
Clipped as the Gods of their Fathers. Their Hif- 
tories were wrote in Verfe, and imbellifti'd with 
Fictions founded on ancient Traditions. The 
Priefts of different Countries increafed the Delu- 
fion ; they had read the Mofaic Hiftory, or at leaft 
had heard that the Sons of God had Converfation 
with the Daughters of Men ; and from hence, in- 
fluenced by Luft or Avarice, cloak*d their own 
Debaucheries, and fometimes thofe of Princes and 
great Men, under thofe of a God ; and the Poets, 
whenever a Princefs fail'd in Point of Modefly, 
had recourfe to the fame Method, in order to Ihel- 
ter her Reputation from vulgar Cenfure. By this 
Means the Deities in after Times were faid to live 
in various Countries, and even in far diftant Ages. 
Thus there became three hundred Jupiters, an 
Opinion derived from there being a Number of 
Places in which, in different Ages, Jupiter was 
faid to have lived, reigned and performed fome 
extraordinary Aftions, which antient Fables, the 
Fiftions of the Poets, and the Artifices of Priefts 
had render^ famous. But notwithftanding all 
thefe Fables, Jupiter was always acknowledged by 
the wifeft Heathens to be impeccable, immortal, 

the 
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die Author of Life, the univerfal Creator, and 
the Fountain of Goodnefs. 

This Scheme is here carried on and explained . 
with refpeft to each Heathen Deity, and added to 
the common Hiftories and Fables of the Gods and 
Goddefles. 

In the fliort Differtatlon on the Theology of the 
Ancients, we have Ihewn the Rife of Idolatry, and 
its Connection with the ancient Symbols, which 
gave Names to the Planets, and the Signs of the 
Zodiac. We have there exhibited the Sentiments 
of the Pagans with regard to the Unity of the 
Deity, and the Perfeftions they afcribe to him, 
from the concurrent Teftimony of the Philofo- 
phers in various Ages, amongft the Greeks and 
Romans. And die whole is concluded with a 
fliort Account of the Progrefs of Idolatry. 

In the Diflertation on the Mythology of the 
Ancients, we have endeavoured to account for the 
Rife of a Variety of Fables from the Licence of 
Poetry, imbellilhing tlie common Incidents of Life 
by perfonating inanimate Beings, introducing fifti- 
tious Charafters and fupernatural Agents. We 
have given the Hiftory of the Creation of the 
World, the State of Innocence, the Fall of Man, 
the univerfal Deluge, &c. according to the Tra- 
ditions of different Nations, and the Opinions of 
the Poets and moft eminent Phitofopiiers, and'* 
compared them with the Account given by Msife-i: 
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In Ihorr, we have here given a View of their rtli; 
gious, as well as moral Senrimcnts. 

To the Whole is added, by Way of Appendix; 

a rational Account of the various fuperftitious 

Obfervances of Aftrology, and the Manner by 

which Influences and Powers became afcribed to 

the Signs and Planets, of Prodigies, Auguries, the 

ifpiccs and Oracles -, of Altars, facred Groves^ 

Sacrifices ; of Priefts and Temples, &c. In 

ich the Origin of each is pointed out, and the 

hole imerfperied with fuch moral Refleftions, as 

ive a Tendency to prefcrve the Minds of Youth 

im the Infeftion of fuperftitious Follies, and to 

give them fuch fundamental Principles, as may be 

of the greateft Service in helping them tu form 

Ideas of the ManncrSj Principles, and Con- 

ift of the Heathen Nations. 
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THE 

Theology and H i s t o r y _ 

O F T H E 

E A T H E N 

Explain'd and Illuftrated. 



CHAP. I. 
Of CHAOS. 
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" — "—• — «^ E S I O D the firft Author of the fabulous 
! Syftem of the Creation, from whom O^ii 
I derived all his Knowledge that way, begins 
* his Genealogy of the Gods with Ciaai, ( i J 
J unacquainted with the Light of Revelation, 
ble of conceiving how fomething could be pro- 
duced from nothing, he aflerted the Eternity of Matter, and 
imagined to himfelf a vali confus'd Mafs lying in the Womb 
of Nature, whith coniain'd the Principles of all beings, and 
which afterwards rifing by Degrees into Order and Harmony, 
at length produced the Univerl'e, Thus the Heathen Poeis 




and incac 



KcMdu 



(i) According to H'JitJ, Clum was the OtiyoaV ot nWIViwi^^, 
lucfil Terra, ot the £arth, and £rirt:,i, gt His\i^, 
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. endeavoured to account for the Origine of the World, rf 
which they knew fo little, that it is no Wonder they difguis'd 
rather than illuftrated the Subje£l in their Writings, We 
find Firgil representing Chaos as one of the infernal Deities, 
(2] and Ovid at his firft fetting out in the Metamorpbofeosy or 
Transformation of the Gods, gives a very poetical Pifture 
of that diforderly State in which all the Elements lay blend- 
ed and intermixed without Order or Diftin£tion. LaSlantius 
informs us, that the Father of all Nature was call'd Demi- 
gorgon^ or God of the Earth, (by which the Heathens meant 
no doubt the Anima Mundi) and afligns him Eternity for his 
Companion. It is eafy to fee, under all this Confufion and 
Perplexity, the Remains of Truth : The antient Tradition 
of the Creation, being obfcur'd with a Multiplicity of Ima- 
ges and Allegories, became an inexhauftible Fund for Fic- 
tion to improve upon, ihd fwell'd the Heathen Theology 
into an unmeafurable Compafs ; fo that in this Senfe Chaos 
may indeed be properly ftird the Father of the Gods. 

Thoujjh it does not feem eafy to give a Pifture, oi* 
graphical Reprefentation of Chaoi^ a modern Painter (3) has 
been fo bold to attempt it. Beyond the Clouds, which com- 
pofe the Body of his Piece, he has reprefented an immenfe 
Abyfc of Darknefs, and in the Clouds an odd Medley of « 
Wiiter, Earth, Fire, Smoke, Winds, &ff. But he has un- 

(z) To inrrcduce the Defcent of his Hero to Hell, the Poet invokes the 
iiu'ernal Powers. 

Di, quibus Imperium eft anixnanim, umbraeque filentes 
"Et Chaos, Sc PhUgftbon, Enjeid VI. 

Te fuhurranetLn Cods ! ivb^Je awful Sway 

Ibe gUdtng Gbojis and file nt Shades obey ; 

O Chaos hoar^ and Phlegelhon profound ! Pitts. 

and in his Fourth Book tie makes the MaflTylian Prieftefs commence her 
Rites by calling on Chaos, Erebus and triple Hecate, or Diana* 

(3) The Painter's Name was Abraham Diepenbeke, He was born at 
Bois le Due, and for fome Time iludied undtr Peter-Paul Rubens. M. 
Mevjfens in his Book entitultd DlS Images dcs Peintres, gives him the Cha- 
Tafter of a great Artift, efpecially in Painting on Clafs. The Piece above- 
mentioned has been confider*d by moft People as a very ingenious Jumble, 
jtnd 'tis plain the Painter himfelf was fond of it 3 for he has wrote his 
I^ame in die Mafs to complete the Coniuftou, 
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'fcckily thrown the Signs of the Zodiac into his Work, and 
thereby ipoil'd his whole Dcfign. 

Our great Miltan has yet exceeded the Latin Poet in the 
noble and mafterly Manner in which he has painted the 
State in which Matterlay before the Creation. 

On heirvtnl^ Grgund thej jiaiid, and f ram tht Short 

Tbiy iiiew'd Iht iiafi unnieafurablf Abyh 

Ovlregcou, as a Sea, dark, -wapful ivild: ' 

Up from the Bcttam lurn'd iy furiiiUi Winds i 

Jnd /urging IVievtt, as MoLntaini, to affatiU 

Htaii'ns Height, and luith ibc Centre mix the Pole. 

BookVn. I. zlj. 
and yet more particularly in another Piace, 

F., Before their Eyes in fudden Vie^ appear. 
.■ TheSeeretsof the hoary deep— a de.ri 
, Illimitable Ocean tvitboiit Bound, 
Without Dimenfen—iuhtre Length, Breadth and Height, 
Jnd Tine and Place are loft .- Where (Idifi Night 
-Afl' Chaos AnetftoTi of Nature, haU 
EtemaUnarchy, arndfl the Nosje 
Of endUf, Wars— and by Confufi,>n ftald. Book I. 1, 89a; 
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CHAP. II 
Of CiELUS and TERRA. 



I 

^•*«ELUS, orUran^,, as he was call'd by theC.wi/, 
V^ fald to be the Son of Mther and Hies, according to 
Befiod he married Terra, (the fame as Qaia or Vefta). This 
Goddefs before this Union, had given him Birth, that (he 
might be furrounded and covered by him, and that he might 
afford a Manfion for the Gods. She next bore Ouna, or 
the Mountains, the Refidence of the Wood Nym]>lis, and 
Lafilj flie became the Mother of Pe/agus, or the Ocean. 
After this flic married her Son Ur/taui, and had by him a 
numerous Offspring, among whom were Qceanus^ C<cuii 
Crm, HyftrisB, Jafhel, Tktia, Rhea, TbmU, AJntmoJjiie, TbitVt, 
B 2 Tclb3>-, 
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Tithys^ Saturn^ the three Cydops» nnic. BrotiUs, Surofts and 
Jrges \ and the Giants, Cot/us^ GygeSf and Brianus, Tutm^ 
however, was not fo ftrifily bound by her conjugal Vow> 
for by Tartarus (he had Tyfbteus^ or ^yfim^ the great Enemy 
of Jupiter. Cf/usj having for fome Ofience, imprifon'd the 
Cyclops^ his Wife to revenge herfelf incited her Son S^tum^ 
who by her Affiftance took the Opportunity to caftrate his 
Father with an Inftrument Ihe furniih'd him wiA. The 
Blood of the Wound produced the three Furies, the Gants, 
and the Wood' Nymphs. The Genital Parts, whifch fell 
into the Sea, impregnating the genial Power of the Waters, 
formed P'guusy the moft potent and charming of the Goddefles. 
According to LaSantiuSj Calus was an ambitious and 
mighty Prince, w<io afFefting Grandeur, callM himfdf the 
Son of the Sky, which Title his Son Saturn alfo aflumM in his 
Tu^:n. But Diodorus makes Uranus the firft Monarch of the 
Atlaxtides^ . a Nation inhabiting the Weftcm Coaft of Africa^ 
and famous for Commerce and Hofpitality. From his Skill 
in Aftronomy, the Starry Heavens wert called by his Name^ 
and for his Equity and Beneficence he was denominated Bang 
ef the Unirjer/e. Nor was his Queen Titea left efteemM fbr 
her Wifdom and Goodnef$, which after her Death procured 
her the Honour of being deify'd by the Name of Terra. Sh^ 
is reprefented in the fame Manner as F^a^ of whom we 
fliall have Occaiion to fpeak more particularly. 



CHAP. in. 

Of HYPERION and THEIA. 

TH £ I A or Bafileia fucceeded her Parents Oelus and 
Terra in the Throne; ihe was remarkable for her 
Modefly and Chaftity ; but being deiirous of Heirs, (he 
married Hyperion her Bit>ther, to whom ihe bore Helios and 
^/efrf^ (the Sun and Mood). ^ ^fo% Cocond Dau^ter, can*d 
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ra; (or the Morning) but the Brothers of Tin'^con- 
Tpiring againft her Hufband caufed him to be aflaifinaled, 
anddmwn'd her Son Bdies in the River finVauBf (i). Sdme 
who was extremely fond of her Brother, on hearing his 
Fate, precipitated herfelf from a high Tower. They were 
both rais'd to the Skies, and Tbtla after wandering diftradled, 
at laft difappear'd in a Storm of Thunder and Lightning. 
After her Death the Confpiratore divided the Kingdom. 

Hiftorians fay, that /^/eri™ was a famous Ailronomerj 
who, on Account of his difcovering the Motions of the ce- 
leftial Bodies, and particularly the two great Luminaries of 
Heaven ; was called the lather of thofe Planets. 



p C H A P. IV. 

OfOCEANUS and TETHYS. 

THIS Deity was one of the eldeft Sons of delus aiuj 
7irra, and married his Siller Tirbyi, befides whom he 
had feveral others, each of them pofTefs'd a hund?^d Woods, 
and as many Rivers. By his Wife he had Ephyre, who was 
match'd to Epimiihtui and Plekm the Wife of Atlas. He 
had feveral other Daughters and Sons mentioned by HeJioJ, 
whofe Names would be endlefs to enumerate, and indeed 
are only thofe of the principal Rivers of the World. 

Qteanus had two Other Wive--, Pampbykge and Tarthinope^ 
By the firft he had two Daughters Afia and Lybia ; and by 
the laft two more call'd Eumpa and Thracia, who gave their 
Names to the Countries fo denominated. He had alfoa 
Daughter call'd Ccphyra, who educated Neptune and three 
Sonsi. 1/i'z. TripleUaus, the Favourite of Cre>y Nenuj, who 
prefided over Salt- Waters, and jichcbui the Deity of Foun- 
tains and Rivers. 

The Antients regarded Ocsanui as the Father of Gods aa4; 



10 Tliii ktau copitd from ihe Stcry of Ptat 
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him ; f+) this being over-heard was carried to Pratris, 
though incoiiftant, was Woman enough to bejealous; influ- 
enc'd by this Paflion (he followed her Hvifband, and conceal'd 
a herfelf in a Thicket, where fhe could obferve his Motions, 

Unlucldly the Noife ihe made alarm'd her Huftiand, who 
thinking fome wild Beaft lay conceat'd, difchargetl the infal- 
iibJe Arrow, and pierced her to the Heart. Oo-iVhas related 
this Story in that mafterly Manner which is peculiar to him. 
There is no Goddefs of whom wc have fo many beautiful 
Defcriptions in the Poets as j?urora; Hemcr reprefents her 
with that Majefly which is confpicuous in all his Writings ; 
J'fV^i/ his great Succeflbr falls little fliort of him: Indeed it 
is no Wonder they are luxuriant on this Subject, as there is 
perhaps no TTieme in Nature, which affords fuch an extei> 
five Field for Poetry or Painting as the varied Beauties of tl 
Morning, whpfe Approach ieems to exhilerate and enliv efc 

I (he whole animal Creatio 

JtiErt 



7hi Sajreil Mora 'with eartj B 
raft Tlfiilgint froM Tithoi 
mthnt^'bara Day Ib gladd.n 
jhdgiU the Cm-lr ^fiiia-un i 



is' BcJ^ 

llh /acrid Light. 

Mr. Pod 



CHAP. V. 
Of ATLAS. 



t 



LAS was the Son of Japnus and Clyniene, andt 
Brother of Promethms. In the Divifion of his Father's 
Dominions, Mauriienia fell to his Share, where he gave his 
own Name to that Mountain, which ftill bears it. Ashe 
Was greatly ftill'd in Aflronomy, he became the hid In- 

(4) In a CapLul PiSure near the Uigm, this CoiieU Is [eprireRt<:i] in 
Soideo Chariot drawn by wliita Horfes wing'd i on her Head U the 
tornwgSiar, and Ac 11 aMeodedbj l'l«tlllan4^iwII(l■wn■ 
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^^tntor of (he Sphtre, which gave Rife to the Fable, of his 
fiipporting the Heavens on his Shoulders. He had many 
Children. Of his Sons the moil famous was He/pcrm, Teoie 
calls him his Brother, p. 325, who reign'd fume Time in 
Italy, which from him was call'd He/pin'a, It is faid, this 
Prince being on Mount ^t/as to obferve the Motion of the 
Stars, was carried away by a Teinpeft, and in Honour to 
his Memory the Morning-Star was afterwards call'd by 
his Name. He left three Daughters, ^g/e, ATeth»fa and 
Hifpcritbafa, who went by the general Appellation of Hifpe- 
rida, and were poflefi'd of thofe famous Gardens which bore 
golden Fruit, and were guarded by the Vigilance of a formi- 
dable Dragon. 

Aiiat had feven Daughters, call'd after his own Name 
jitlanliJes, viz. Muia, EhUra, Taygcti, J/lerapt, Mcrspe, 
HayleyaHt and dlaiia. All thefe were match'd either to Gods 
or Heroes, by whom they left a numerous Pofterity. Thefe 
from tlierr Mother Plthne, were alfo ftyled Pleiades (i). 
Bafirit King of Egypt carried ihem ofF by Violence; but 
Hcrculti traveiling through Africa conquer'd him, and deli- 
vering the Princeifes, reilor'd them to their Father, who to 
requite his Kinilnefa taught him AUronomy, whence arofe 
the Fable, of that Hero's fupporting the Heavens for a Day 
to eafe Atlsi of hi^ Toil, T he Pleiadu however, endured a 
new Perfecution from Orhti, who purfued them five Years, 
till Jiriie prevailed on by their Prayers took them up ijito the- 
Heavens, where they form the Conflellation, which bears j 
their Name. I 

By j^ibra, Altai was the Father of Seven Daughters, 
call'd Aabrafia, Eidura, Pafilhoe, droaii, Plixaris, Pylba and 
TjcLt^ who bore one common Appellation of cheByudcj (a). 



(i) So csird from a Crick Word, which Ggnifies Sailing i beoufe they 
were fecKon'd favouribio to Nivipaiion, 

(1) From the Criit Verb 10 Raia, the Latini oll'd them Saculai, fiom 
ihe Crrti "Word I'll, Of Swine, bfcauti they feem'd w deiithfavww- 
»nd disiy Weather, 

c 
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Thefe Virgins grieVd lb immoderately for the Death of 
their Brother Hyai^ devour'd by a Lion, that Japiier out o* 
CompaiEon changed them into Stars, and placed them in 
the Head of Taurus, where they ftiU retain their Grief, their 
Riling and Setting being attended with extraordinary Rain3< 
Others make thefe laft the Daughters of Ljcurgui, born in the 
Ifle of NanBi, and tranflated to the Skies* for their Care in 
the Education of Bacchm, probably becaufe thefe Showera 
are of great Benefit in forwarding the Vintage. 

According to Hyginui, Atlas having af&Aed the Giants in 
their War againft Ji^i^r, was by the viilorious God doom'd 
as a Puniflunent, to fuftain the Weight of the Heavens. 

ChAJ gives a very different Account of Jitlaiy who, as he 
(ays, was the Son of Jafetm and Afia. He reprefents him as 
a powerful and wealthy Monarch, Proprietor of the Gardens 
which bore golden Fruit j but tells us, that being warn'd by 
the Oracle of TBemii^ that he (hould fuffer fome great Injury 
from a Son of "Jupitiry he ftriflly forbid all Foreigners ac- 
cels to his Court or P/efcnce. Ptrfeus, however, had the 
Courage to appear before him, but was ordered to retire, 
with ftrong Menaces in Cafe of Difobedience. But the 
Hero prefenting his Shield with the dreadful Head of Mtdufa 
to him. tum'd him into the Mountain which ftiU bears his 
Name. 

The Abte ta Plutht has given a very clear and ingenious 
Explication of this Fable. CX all Nations the Eg^ftiatu 
h&d with the greateft Afliduity cultivated Aftrimemy. To 
pointoul the Difficulties which attend the Study of this Sci* 
ence, they reprcfented it by an f/orw, or Image, bearing a 
Glgbe or Sphere on its Back, and which they call'd Atliu, a 
Word figiiifying [3) great Toiler Laieur, But the Word ajfo 
Cign'ifying /iifpori, (4I the PbtenUiam, led by the Reprefcnta- 



^^^ 



(3) From Trlaab, to (Irive, corns Mah Toil i wliente the Gmh de- 
rived ihoir "TAm, or Labour, and the Remain examh to furmount gtrac 
DlllicuUles. 

{4} From Tc/flA, to fulptnd, is derived jiiliii, fupport, whenc« the 
fj Word -' j^! for a Culumn or Pillar. 
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, took it in this laft Senfe ; and in their Voyages to 
Mauritania, feeing the high Mountains of that Country co- 
vered with Snow, and lofing their 'I'ops in the Clouds, gave 
them the Name of Ailai, and fo produced die Fable, by 
which the Symbol of Aftronomy ufed among the Egyptians 
became a Mauriianian King, transform'd into a Mountain, 
whofe Head fupportsthe Heavens. 

The reft of the Fable is equally eafy to account for. The 
annual Inundations of the Nili obliged that People, to be very 
exa^ inobferving the Motions ofthe heavenly Bodies. The 
HyaJii or Buades, took their Name from the Figure V which 
they form in the Head of Taurus. The FUiadit were a re- 
markable Conftellation, and of great Ufe to the Egyptian! in 
regulating the Seafons. Hence they became the Daughtere 
, oi Alias: und Oriea^ whorifes juft asthey fet, was call'd their 
Lover. The golden Apples which grew in the Gardens of 
the Hefperidei, was only an allegorical Way the Pheniciam 
had of exprelling the rich and beneficial Commerce they 
carried on in the Miiitirranran \ which being carried on dur- 
ing three Months of the Year only, gave Rife to the Fable 
of the iyf^'r/fl» Sifters (s). 

Of all the Poets,' Virgil has given us the moft exadt and I 
noble Reprefentation of Atlas in the Fourth Book of his ■ 
^tttii; which would furnifli fufficient Materials to the 
Painter. 



C H A P VI. I 

Of J A FETUS and his Sens Epimeiheus and " 
Prometheus j of Pandora'j Box, and the Story 
of Deucalion and Pyrrha. 

JA P E T U S was the Offspring of C*/w and Tirro. and 
one of the Giants who revolted againft Jupiter. He was 
a powerful and haughty Prince, who liv'd fo long, that his 

Wis) Ffom^^tf, llwjoodSliate, orthebtftl-OT, 
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Age became a Proverb. Before the War he had a Daughter 
caird Aucbialiy who founded a City of her own Name in 
Cilicia. He had feveral Sons, the chief of whom yrexe 
Jtlas^ (mention'd in the preceding Chapter) Bupbagus, Prome^ 
ibeus ( I ) and Efimetbeus. Of thefe, Prometheus became remar- 
kable, by being the Objeft of Jupiter^ Refentment. The 
Occafion is related thus : Having facriiiced two Bulls to that 
Deity, he put all the Flefh of both in one Skin, and the 
Bones in the other, and gave the God his Choice, whofe 
Wifdom for once fail'd him fo, that he pitch'd upon the 
worft Lot. Jupiter incenfed at the Trick put upon him, 
took away Fire from the Earth, 'till Prometheus^ by the Af- 
"" liftanceof Miner*ua^ ftole into Heaven, and lighting a Stick 
at die Chariot of the Sun, recovered the Bleifing, and 
brought it down again to Mankind. Others fay the Caufe 
of Jupiter*^ Anger was different, Prometheus being a great 
Artift had formed a Man of Clay of fuch exquifite Work- 
manfhip, that Pallas charm'd with hb Ingenuity, offered 
him whatever in Heaven could contribute to finifh his De- 
fign : For this End fhe took him up with her to the celeftial 
Manfions, where, in a Fenda, he hid fome of the Fire of 
the Sun's Chariot Wheel, and ufed it to animate his Image 
(2). Jupiter^ either to revenge his Theft, or the former 
Affront, commanded Vulcan to make a Woman, which^ 
when he had done, fhe was introduced into the Affembly of 
the Gods, each of whom beflowed on her fome Additional 
Charm or Perfeftion. Venus gave her Beauty, Pallas Wif. 
dom, Juno Riches, Mercury taught her Eloquence, and 
Jpollo Mufick : From all thefe Accomplifhments fhe was 
ftil'd Pandora (3), and was the firfl of her Sex, Jupiter^ to 
complete his Defigps, prefented her a Box, in which he had 
inclofed Age^ Di/ea/es^ War^ Famine^ Peftijence, Di/cortl, Enwy^ 

(i) So called from rn^ •^^••fA^H^?, or Providence, that is, his Skill in 
Divination. 

{%) Some fay his Crime was not the enlivening a Man of Clay $ bat 
the Formation of Woman. * * 

(j) So caird from war etopo* i.e, loaded with Gifts or Accomplish- 
mcnts^ Jitrjod has given a fine Defcription of her in his 7bcogony^ Cooke^ 



^^^Sihmny, ; 
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iFumny, and, in fliort, all the Evils and Vices which he in- 
tended to afli^S the World with. Thus equipped, flie was 
feiit down to Prsmet&eai, who wifely was on his Guard 
againft the Mifchief defign'd him. Efimetheu, his Brother, 
though forewarn'd of the Danger, had lefs Refolulion ; for 
enamour'd with the Beauty of Pandora, (4) he marrried hen 
and opened the fatal Box, the Contents of which foon over- 
fpread the World, i}ope alone refted on the Cavity entire 
from Evaporation. But Jupiter not yet fatisty'd difpatch'd 
Mercury and Fulcan to feize PrBmetheas, whom they carry'd to 
Mount Cauca/us, where they chain'd him to a Rock, while 
Jetii fent an Eagle or Vulture, tlie Daughter of Typhon and 
Echidna, to prey on his Liver, which every Night was re- 
newed in Proportion as it was confum'd by Day. But Ha^ 
cuhs foon after kill'd the Vulture and delivered him. Others 
fay 7u;i/«' reflor'd him his Freedom for difcovering his Fa- 
ther Saturn's Confpiracy, (5I and diiTuading his intended 
Marriage with fhelis. Nkander, to this Fable of Promtihiuiy 
lends an additional Circumltance. He tells us fome ungratc- 
fd Men difcovered the Theft of Promsihiui firft to Jupiter, 
who rewarded them Viixh perpetual Tauih. This prefant they 
loaded on the Back of an Afs, who flopping at a Fountain 
to quench his Thlrft, was hinder'd by a Water Snake, who 
woidd not let him drink 'till he gave him the Burthen he car- 
ried. Hence the Serpent renews his Youth upon changing 
his Skin. 

Pramethius had an Altar in the Academy at Athms, in 
common with Vukan and Pallas. His Statues are repre- 
fented with a Sceptre in the Hand, 

There is a very ingenious Explanation of this Fable; it is 
faid Prorncihcii! was a wife Prince, who reclaiming his Sub- 
je£ts from a Savage to a focial Life, was faid to have ani- 

(4) Others fay Fa'dura only gave ihe Bo* lo tile Wife of Ffiailbiu, 
who open'd it from » Curiefity nalural 10 her Sex. 

(5) Lasian hsi a very fine Dialogue between ZViMiiifBi and Jtipi'icf 
|kisSu^jtG. ' o 4 tr 
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mated Men out of Clay : He firft inflitulcd Sacrifices ^ac- 
cording to (6J Pliny) which gave Rife to the Story of the 
Iwo Oxen. Being cxpeil'd his Dominions hyJupittrhB 
fled to Siyibia, whcrc he retir'd to Mount Ceucafai, cither to 
make Aftronomical Obfervaticins, or to indulge his Melan- 
choUy fortheLofsof his Dominions. This occafion'd the 
Fable of the Vulture feeding upon his Liver. As he was 
alfothc firft Inventor of forging Metals by Fire, he was laid 
to have flole this Element from Heaven. In Ihort, as the 
iirft Knowledge of Agriculture, and even Navigation, u 
afcribed to him, it is no Wonder if he was celebrated for 
forming a living Man from an inanimated Subilance, 

Some Authors imagine Prtmtiimii to be the fame with 

Jfgab, The learned Bxburt imagines him to be Magog, 

Each Opinion is fupported by Arguments, which do not 

' want a Shew of Probability. It is evident, however, that Oin'^ 

undcrftood Promiibiui'& forming Man in the literal Senfe. 

Horace has given a very ftrong Piflurc of Pramtlhtuit 
Crime and its fatal Confequcnces, and the Story of 
PatJera affords very diftin^ Traces of the Tradition of the 
Fall of our firft Parents, and the Sedu^ion of AJam by hii 
Wife f-y/. 



i CHAP. VII. 

Of DEUCALION and PYRRHA. 

DEUCALION was the Son of Prem«*«/, and had 
married his Coufin German Pyrrha the Daughter of 
Bpimiihtu!^ who bore him a Sun called Helcno, who gave 
bis Name to Gmtt. Diaealim reigned in Iheffaly, (\) which 
he govcrn'd with Equity and Julticci but his Country, for 

(6) Pllij, Booh 7, cip. ;6. 

\i) By <he Aratiilmn Marblo, DiMatin rul'd It Lfcrfa, )n tba 
_ Mi^Mtoufhood of PartaS", about the Beginning of [lie Reign of 
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die Wickednefe of the Inhabitacits, being deftroyM by a 
Flood, lie and his Queen only efcaped by faving themfelves 
on Mount Pamaffui. After the abating or Decreafe of the 
Waters, this illuftrious Pair confulted tlie Oracle of rA^wM 
in their Diilrefs. The Anfwer was in thcfe Terms, ' Depart 

* the templt, •vtil your Headi anJ Fata, unkofi y»ur Girjiei, and 

* tbrovj behind pur Bacii ihc Banit ef jaar GranJme/iir^t 
Pfrrba was fliock'd at an Advice, which her Piety made her 
regard with Horror ; But DtucaUsn penetrating the myflrical 
Senfe rcviv'd her, by telling her the Earth was their Grand- 
mother, and that the Bones were only Stones. They imme- 
diately obey the Oracle, and behold its EiFeft. The Stones 
which DnKalkf threw became living Men : Thofe caft by 
fjirirt rofe into Women. With ihcfereiiirning into Ti^/i 

faly, that Prince repcoplcd his Kingdom, and was honour'd 
as the Riflarir of Maniind, 

To explain this Fable it is necelTary to obferve, there were 
five Deiuges, of which the one in Queftion was the Fmrti, 
in order of Time, and lafted according to Jri/oi/t's Account, 
the whole Winter. It is therefore needlefs to waftc Time 
in drawing a Parallel between this Story and the Mo/aU Nar- 
rative of the Flood. The Circumftance of the Stones fa) 
feems occafioned by the fame Word bearing two Significa*- 
tiona [ fo that thcfe my'fterious Stones are only the Childrea 
of fuch as efcap'd the general Inundation. 



fC H A P. VIII. 
Of SATURN. 

AL L the poetical Writers agree, that Saturn was the 
younger Son of Cxlat and Terra, and that he married 
his Sifter Ft/a. Under the Article of Cetut. we have taktfn 

C*; The Pttmiian Word Mew, 
CliiMi and ihc Criii Wurd Aim 
■ fwple. 
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Notice how he treated his Father, We find a new Proof ol 
his Ambition in his endeavouring, by the Afliftance of his ' 
Mother, to exclude his elder Brother Titan from the Throne, 
in which he fo far fucceeded, that this Prince was obliged to 
refign his Birthright; on thefe Terms, that Saturn ihould 
not bring up any Male Children, that fo the Succeilion 
might devolve or revert.to the right Male Line again. 

Saturn^ it is iaid, obferved thefe Conditions fo faithfully, 
that he devoured all the Sons he had by his Wife, as foon as 
born. But his Exaftitude in this Point was at lafi: frustrated 
by the Artifice of Vefta, Having brought forth the Twins 
Jupiter and Juno^ fhe prefented the latter to her Hu(band» 
and concealing the Boy, fent him to be nurfed on Mount 
Ida in Crete^ committing the Care of him to the Curetes an4 
Coryhantesj the Priefts oi Cybele. Saturn^ however, getting 
f9me Intelligence of the Affair, demanded the Child, in 
!whofe ftead his Wife gave him a Stone fwaddled up, which 
he fwallow'd. This Stone had the Name oiJb-aMr (ov the 
Potent Father^ and receiv'd divine Honours. 

This Fiftion, of Saturni's devouring his Sons, according to 
Mr; Le Clerc^ (8) was founded upon a Cuftom which he had of 
banifhing or confining his Children, for fear they (hould one 
Day rebel againft him. As to the Stone which Saturn is faid 
to fwallow, this is another FiAion founded on the double 
Meaning of the Word Eb^n^ which fignifies both a Stone and 
a ChiU^ and means no more than, that Saturn was deceiv'd by 
Rhea's fubflituting another Child in the Room of Jupiter. 

Titan finding the mutual Compact made between him and 
his Brother thus violated, took Arms to revenge the Injury, 
and not only defeated Saturn^ but made him and his Wif^ 
Vefia Prifoners, whom he confin'd in Tartarusj a Place fo 
dark and difinal, that it afterwards became one of the Apd- 
lations of the inferoal Regions. In the mean time Jupiter 
being grown up, rais'd an Army in Crete for his Father's 

(Z) Remarks upon H9p9dn 
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DEliverance. He a!fo hired the Cccmpi to aid him in this 
Expedition ( but on their Rcfufa! to join him, after taking 
the Money, he turned them into Apes. After this he mar- 
ched againft the Titans, and obtain'd a complete viiSory. 
The Eagle which appeared before the Engagement, as an 
aufpicious Omen, was ever after chofen to carry his Thun- 
der. From the Blood of the Tiiaxi Ilain in the Battle, pro- 
ceeded Serpents, Scorpions, and all venomous Reptiles. 
Having by this Succefs freed his Parent!, the young Prince 
caufed all the Gods afiembled to renew their Oath of Fide- 
lity to Saturn, on an ■'Jlia'-, which on that Account has been 
rais'd to a ConjlsHathn in the Heavens. Jupiin- after this 
married Mciis Daughter of Octanus, who it is reported gave 
Strtum a Potion, which caufed him to iiring up Neptune and 
Pluto, with the reft of the Children he had formerly de- 
vour'd (1). 

The Merit of the Son, (as it often happens) only ferv'd 
to increafe the Father's Jcaloufy, ^ihich receiv'd new 
Strength from an antient Oracle or' Tradition, that he 
fliould be dethron'd by one of his Sons. Jupiter therefore 
fecretly inform'd of the Mcafures taken to deftroy him, fuf- 
fer'dhis Ambition to get the Afcendant over his Duty, and 
taking up Arms, depofed his Father, whom liy the Advice 
of Prmetbtus he bound in woollen Fetters, and threw into 
Tartarus with Japelm his Undc. Here Saturn fuflered the 
fame barbarous Punifliment of Caftration he had inflided , 
on his Father C^lus. 

Marrokus fcarches into the Reafon why tiiis God was 
bound with Fetters of Wool, and adds from the Teftimony 
of Jpeliikrus^ that he broke thefe Cords once a Year at the 
Celebration of the Sij/arWvc. {z} This he explains by fay- I 
ing. that this Fable alluded to the Corn, which being fliut ' 
up in the Earth, and detain'd by Chains, foft and eafily 
broken, fprung fortli and annually arriv'd at Maturity. The 

s/'ir Ihould be tlie youngEd Eon at £aiurn> 
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MbeBaiiier fays, (3) that the Gr«i» look'd upon the PIm 
fituated to the Eaft, as higher than thofe that lay weftward j 
and from hence concludes, that by taria-ms, or Hdl^ they 
only meant Spain. As to the Caftration of Saturn, Mr, Lt 
C/urf conje£hires, (4) that It only means that Jupiter had 
corrupted his Father's Council, and prevailed upon the moft 
confiderable Pcrfons of his Court to dcfLtt him. 

The Manner in which Saturn efcaped from his Prifoh Is 
not related. He fled to Ita!y, where he was kindly receiv'd 
by Janui then King of that Country, who ajTociated him in 
ihe Government. From hence that Part of the World ob- 
tained the Name of Saiumia Itllui, as alfo that of LatUm 
from Latta to lie hid, becaufe he found a Refuge here in bis 
Diftrefa. On this Account Money was coin'd with a Ship 
on one SiJe, to fignify his Arrival, and a Janat with a dou- 
ble Head on the other, to denote his daring the regal 
Authority. 

The Reign of Saturn was fo mild and happy, that the 
Poets have given it the Name of the Golden Ace, and 
celebrated it with .ill the Pomp and Luxuriancy of Imagi- 
nation (5). According to Varro this Deity, from his in- 
flrufting the People in Agriculture and Tillage, obtain'd his 
Name (d) of Saturn. The SidU which he ufed in reaping 
being caft into SidSy, gave that Ifland its antient Name of 
Drepanon, which inCwff fignifies that Inftrument. 

The Hiftorians give us a very different Piifture of Saturn. 
Diadarui reprefents him as a tyrannical, covetous, and cruel 
Prince, who reign'd over Italy and Sicily, and enlarged his 
Dominions by Conqucif; He adds, that he opprefi'd his 
Subjedls by fevere Taxes, and kept thejn in Awe by lirong 
Garrifons. This Account agrees very well with thofe who 
make Saturn the firll who inilicuted human Sacrifices, which 

(■^) Burner's Mjiboliigy, Vol. 3. igj. 

(n) Kemarki upon HejinA. 

(%) The Reader will fee more on ihii Head under ihe fiiccecdinj 

t'SJ From Siuas, t'llt is, Sowing or Ssed-Tinie, 
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probably gave Rife to the Fable of his devouring liis own 
Children. Certain it is, that the Carihagimant (-j) offer'd 
young Children to this Deity ; and amongft the Romans his 
Priefts were cloath'd in Red, and at his Feftivals Gladiators 
were employ'd to kill each other. 

The Feafts of this Deity were celebrated with great 
Solemnity amongft the Romam about the Middle of Decern, 
her. They were firft inftituted by TutUs Hefiiliui, though 
Li'vy dates them from the Confulfhip of Maniliui and Scmf^ 
roniui. TheylaftedbutoneDaytilUheTimeof7ttiWC*>r, 
who ordered them to be protraiSed to three Days; and in 
procefi of Time they were extended to five Days. During 
thefe, all publick Bufinefs was ftopp'd, the Senate never af- 
Tembled; no War could be proclaimed, or Offender exe- 
cuted. Mutual Prefents of all Kinds, (particularly Wax 
Lights) were fent and receiv'd, Servants wore the PiUui or 
Cap of Liberty, and were waited on by their Mafters at 
Table. All which v/as defign'd to fhew the Equality and 
Happinefs of Mankind under the golden Age. 

The Romans kept in the Temple of Saturn the Libri Ek- ■ 
pbantiar, or Rolls, containing the Names of the Roman Citi- 
zens, as alfo the Publick Treafure. This Cuftom they bor- 
row'd from the Egyptiani, who in the Temple of Saikc or 
Chrtnt ilepofited their Genealogies of Families and the pub- 1 
lick Money, I 

Saturn like thc other Heathen Deities had his Amours. He 
fell in Love with the Nymph Phylljra the Daughter of 
Octaitas, and was by his Wife Riea fo near being furpris'd in 
her Company, that he was forc'd to aiTume the Form of a 
Horfe. This fudden Transformation had fuch an Effefl on 
his Miftrefs, that (he bore a Creature whofe upper Part was 

(7 J Mr. S;W..i in liis Treatife of the Sjrlaii Gods, fpaaking ot flfa/oct, 
imaginei from the Cruetry of his Sacrifices, he was the Taine as SalurK, 
In ilie Reign of Tiiiriai, Iliac Prince crucify'd tJie Priefts of Saturir lot 
offering young Infanli ai hit Altars. This Idea of Samrn's MalisniCf in, 
perhaps, iho Reafon why the Planet, whish twHi l,Krt ISjOTWj'v'.ta'wsoA'j^- 
CicuS Mid uaitiaidly to Mankind. 

D 2. "^^^ 
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like a Man, and the reft iike a Horfe. This Son of Satun 
became famous for his Skill in Mufick and Surgery. 

A modern Author, M. La Plucbe, has very juftiy accounted 
for this fabulous Hiftory of Saturn, which certainly deriv'd 
its Origine from Egypl- The annual Meeting of the Judges 
in that Country was notify'd by an Horns, or I>nage, with a 
long Beard and a Scythe in his Hand. The firft denoted 
the Age and Gravity of the Magiftrates, and the latter 
pointed out the Seafon of their alTembling, juft before the 
firft Hay-making or Harvell. This Figure they call'd 
by the Names of SuJec, (%) Cbrent, (<)) Chiun, (lo) and 
Stiicriit; (n) and in Company with it always expofed 
another Statue reprefenting IJis, with fevera! Breafts, and 
furrounded with the Heads of Animals, which they call'd 
Rhea (12 J as thefe Images continued expofed till the Begin- 
ning of the new Solar Year,. or the Return of OJiris fthe 
SunJ fo Saturn became regarded as the Father of Time. 
Upon other Occafions the Egjptiam depictured hira with 
Eyes before and behind, iome of them open, others afleepi 
and with four Wings, two fliut and two expanded ('13J. 
The PhamUiani, who communicated all this to the Grtiii, 
took thefe Piflures in the titteral Senfe, and turn'd into fabu- 
lous Hiftory what was on!y allegorical. 

Bacbart, and fome other learn'd Antiquaries, concetvej 
Saturn to be the fame with Noah, and drew a Parallel in ma- 

Ipy Inflances, which fccm to favour their Opinion. 
Satura was ufually reprefented as an old Man, bare-headed 
and bald, with all the Marks of Age and Infirmity in his 
Face. In his right Hand they (bmetiines plac'd a Sickle oc 
Scythe, « other's a Key, and a Serpent biting ItsownTai^ 



(•B; From Tfeilit, or Sadie, Juftice, or itie Jull. 

(^} From KiTtn, SplenJour, ihe Name given lo Mo/« on his Defceo* 
from the Mount ; hsnte the Gruli XV"^- 

fial From Cai™ 1 Priefl, is dariVd Kern/-, or (be faceidoral Offica. 
fii; FrotnSfOr, ajudge, is the Plural .5iHr.iri. or tht Judges. 
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circumflex'd in his Left. He fometimes was piflur'd 
with fix Wings, and Feet of Wool, to ftiew how infenfiWy 
and fwiftly Time pafles. The Scythe denoted his cuctiag 
down and impairing all Things, and the Serpent the Revo, 
lutlon of the Year. 



^C H A P. IX. 
Of lbs GOLDEN AGE. 

DIFFICULT as it is, to reconcile the Inconfiftencics 
between die Poets and Hiftorians in the preceding Ac- 
count of Saturn^ yet the concurrent Teftimony of the for- 
mer in placing the Golden Age in his Times, feems to deter- 
mine the Point in his Favoufi and to prove that he was a 
Benefaflor and Friend to Mankind, fince they enjoy'd fuch 
Felicity under his Adminiftration. We can never fuffici- 
ently admire the mafterly Defcription given by Virgil of 
thefe Hakjim Days, when Peace and Innocence adorn'd the 
World, and fweeten'd all the Bleflings of untroubled Life- 
O-vid has yet heighten'd the Piilurc with thofe Touches of 
Imagination peculiar to him. Amongft the Greek Poet% ^ 
H'fadhis touch'd this Subjedt with that agreeable Simplicity '^| 
which diftinguifhes all his Writings. , ^H 

By the Goldea JIge might be figured out the Happinels of ^B 
the primeval State before the firft and univerfal Deluge, 
when the Earth remaining in the fame Pofition in which it 
was firli created, floucifli'd with perpetual Spring, and the 
Air always temperate and ferene, was neither difcompos'd 
by Storms, nor darken'd by Clouds. The Reafon of affix- 
ing this Time to the Reign of Saturn, was probably this : 
Tile Egjfiiaiis held the firft annua! Aflembly of their Judges 
in the Month of February^ aiid as the Decifions of thefe 
Sages were always attended with the highell Et^uifj, (q ^^^e■ 
People regarded that Seafon as a Tvtnc oi ^eu^taX '^o'^ w^^ 

I -_ 
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Happincfs, rather as allNaturewith them was then in Bloom* 
and the whole Country looked like one enameli'd Garden 
or Carpet, from one End of the Kingdom to the other. 

But after all it appears, that thefe halcyon Times were but ' 
of a fhort Duration, fince the Charadter /"/a/o, Pythagarat^ ' 
and others give of this Age can only relate to that State cf 
perfeft Innocence which ended with the Fall. 



CHAP. X. 
Of the GIANTS. 
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THE Giants were produced (as has been already ob- 
fcrv'd) of the Blood which flow'd from the Wound of 
Suiiirv, when caftrated by his Son yufittr. Proud of their 
own Strength, and fir'd with a daring Ambrtion. they en- 
ter'd into an AfTociation to dethrone Jupiter, for which pur- 
pofe they pil'd Rocks on Rocks, and from thence darted 
Trees fet on Fire againft the Heavens, in order to fcale the 
Skies. This Engagement is differently related by Authors, 
both as to the Place where it happen'd and the Ciicitm- 
ftances which attended it; fomc Writers laying the Scene 
in Italy ( ij others in Gnece [z). It fcems the Father of the 
Gods was appriz'd of the Danger, as there was a prophe- 
tical Rumour amongft the Deities, that the Giants Ihould 
not be overcome, unJefs a Mortal aflifted in the War. For 
this Reafon Jove, by the Advice of Pallas, call'd up Herculit, 
and being aflifted by the reft of the Gods gain'd a complete 
Victory over the Rebels, moft of whom pcrifti'd in the Con- 
fli(Et. Htrrulei firft ftew JlcyuJi with an Arrow, but he ftili 
reviv'd and grew ftronger, till Minerva drew him out of the 
Moon's Orb, when he expir'd. This Goddels alfo cut off 

(l) In Ihe Pbligrxan Plains, in Canfania, near Mount l^tf,.viai, 
irltich abound with fuhterraneous Fires, and hot Mineral Springs. 
(x). Where they tet Mount Oj/a, on "->--■■ ■•■ 1— j-w-' 
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the Heads of EnctlaJus and Pallaniis, and afterwards encoun- 
tering JUyoneus at the Cerinihian Ifthmus, liill'd him in Spite 
of his monftrous Bulk. Porphyrii, about to ravifli June, fell 
by the Hands oi Jupiter and Bercule:. Jpnih and Hercula dif- * 

pacch'd Ephialiei, and Hertu/rs flew Euryiiu^ by darting an 
Oak at him. Clyiiui was flain by Hecate, and Polybout flying 
through the Sea, came to the Ifle of Com, where Nepiunt 
tearing off Part of the Land, hurl'd it at him, and form'd 
the Ifle of Nifyroi. Mtrcury flew Hyppolilui, Gratiaa was van- 
quilh'd by Diana, and the Farc^ claim'd their Share in the 
Viflory, by the Dcrtruflion of jfgrjui and Thoan, Even 
Silmui his Afs by his opportune braying, contributed to put 
the Giants in Confufion, and complcat their Ruin. Dur- 
ing this War, of which Ovid has left us a fhort Defcription, 
Paliai diftingiiifli'd herfclf by her Wifdom, Hercults by his 
Strength, Pan by his Trumpet, which ftruck a Terror in 
the Enemy, and Bacchus by his Ai5tivity and Courage. In- 
deed their Afliftance was no more than ieafonable ; for when 
the Giants firft made their audacious Attempt, the Gods 
were fo aftonifh'd they fled into £gypt, where they conceal'd 
Ihemfelves in various Shapes. 

But the moft dreadful of thefe Monfters, and the mofl 
difficult to fubdue, was Typhan or Typh^as, who according to 
Jitfisd was the Son of Erebus and Terra. When he had al- 
moft difcomfited all the Gods, Jupiter purTued him to Mount 
Caacafas, where he wounded him wich his Thunder; but 
hyphen turning upon him took him Prifoner, and after cut- 
ling with his own Sickle the Nerves of his Hands and Feet, 
threw him on his Back and carried him jjito Ciicia^ and im- 
prifon'd him in a Cave, from whence he was deliver'd by 
Mercury, who reftor'd him to his former Vigour. After this, 
Jo^je had a fccond Engagement with Typhon, who flying into 
Sicily, was overwheJm'd by Mount Miua. O-vid has given 
a Defcription of this Accident, and of his Punifhment. 

The Giants arc rcprefented by the Poets as Men oC Kvi.'^a 
Stature and hofriWeAfpefl, their lowerPai^sW^^-^cA ■s.'Sas- 
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pentine Form. But above all, I'yphan, or Typhreus, itfas de* 
piflur'd in the rrioft fliocking Manner, Nuthing can ex-' 
ceed the dreadful Defcription we find of him in Hefioi^- 
* who makf s him the Father of the Winds, Others fay, that 
by his Wife ZchUne he had the Gargoa, Sey//a, Cerberus the 
infernal MaftifF; Hydra, Sphynx, and the two Dragons who 
Watch'd the Golden Fleece, and the Hefperian GarJcni, 

Hift«rians fay Typbarui was the Brother of OJiris King of- 
Sgypt^ who in the Abfence of this Monarch on fome Expe- 
dition, form'd a Confpiracy to dethrone him at his Return, 
for which End he invited him to aFcafl:, at the Condufion 
of which a Cheft of exquifite Workmanfliip wa? brought in, 
and oiFer'd to him who lying down in it Ihould be found to 
fit it heft. OJiris not diilrufting the Contrivance, had no 
fooner goc in but the Lid was clos'd upon him, and the un- 
happy King thrown into tiic Nile. IJii his Queen, to revenge 
the Death of her belov'd Hufband rais'd an Army, the Com- 
mand of which fhe gave to her Son Orui, who after van- 
quifliing the Ufurper, put him to Death. Hence the Egyp- 
tian', who detefted his Memory, painted him in their Hie- 
roglyphic Characters in fo frightful a Manner. The length 
and Multiplicity of his Arms denoted his Power : The Ser- 
pents which form'd his Hair fignify'd his Addrefs ajid Cun- 
ring : The Crocodile Scales which cover'd his Body ex- 
prefs'd his Cruelty and DilCmulation ; and the Flight of the 
Gods into Egspt, thew'd the Precautions taken by the great 
Men to fhelter themfelves from his Fury and Rel'entment. 

It is eafy in this Story of the Giants to cface the MafaU 
Hiftory, which informs us how ihe Earth was afflitted with 
Men of uncommon Stature and great Wickednefs. The 
Tradition of the Tower of Babe!, and the Defeat of that 
impious Defign by the Confufion of Languages, might na- 
turally give Rife to the Attempt of thefe Monflers, to in- 
fulc Uie Skies and make War on the Gods. 

KBut there is another Explication of this Fable, whicb I 
TM bolh more rational and curioua. fi-moci^tt the Names I 
II li 
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tfttie Giants we find thofe of Jncrwi (l), Rarchus{i], Ochut 
(3I, Ephialia (+), Pcrphyrkt, (s), Enuladui (6), wiMimai {7)- 
Now the literal Signification of thefe leads us to ihe Senfe o^ 
the AUegoryj which was defign'd to point out the fatal Coiu 
fequences of the Flood, and the confiderable Changes it ih. 
troduced with Regard to ihe Face of Nature. This is fur- 
ther confirm'd by their Tradition, that their OJirii ^the fame 
with Jupiter} vanquifh'd the Giants, and that Orus his Son* 
in particular, Ifopp'd the Purl'uit of Rtecbui, by appearing 
before him in the Form of a Lion. By which they meant, 
that that induftrious People had no Way of fecuring thcm- 
ielves againft the bad EfFedts of the vernal Winds, which 
brought on their annual Inundation, but by exaiftly obferv- 
ing the Sun's Entrance into Lta, and then retiring to the 
high Grounds, to wait the going ofF of the W aters. 

Hefifd in his Enumeration of the different Ages of the 
World has given us that of the Heroes or Giants, which 
he places the third in his Order, immediately after the Silver 
Age. It may not be improper to add, that from the Ijlood 
of the Gianit defeated by Jupiter, were produc'd Serpents 
and all Kinds of venomous Creatures. 
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(i) From BfW, Serenity i aui Htriui, Loflj to (hew the Temper«urt 
of ihe Air deltroy'a. 

{1) From Beufltb, Ihe Windi, ■ 

(]) From QaitiB, or Oibai, Ihe Time!, 

(4.) From Evi, or Efbi, Clouds ; and Aliab, Darkndj, , 
gloomy Claude. 

(5] From P bear, to br«k, coma Pinrfkr to raparaie minutd/ : to 
denole Ihe general DilTolulion of Ihe pnmceial Syftem. 

(6) From EnicliJ, violent Springs or Torrents. 

(7) From Maim, great and heavy Rains. Now all thefe were Phzao- 
mena new, and unknown lieferc liic Flecd. Sle La i'imbi'i Hiftory af ■ 
the Heavens, Vol. i. p, 6«. 
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CHAP. XI, 
Of JANUS. 

TH E Connexion between Satum and Janas, renders 
Account of the Latter a proper Supplement to the Hi- 
flory of the Former. Writers vary as to the Birth of this 
Deity, fome making him the Son of Cerlus and Hecaii, others 
the Offspring of ApaUa, by Creafa Daughter of ErUiheus, King 
of Aihnii. Hejhd is filent about him in his Theagaiiy, and in- 
deed Jatui was a God little known to the Greekt. Accord- 
ing to Caia, he was a Scythian Prince, who at the Head of 3 
Ti£torious Army, fubdued and depopulated Jiaif. But the 
moft probable Opinion is, thathe wasan^'/mnanKing, and 
one of the earlieft Monarchs of that Country, which he 
govern'd with great V\'ifdom, according to the Teftimony 
of Pluiarehy who fays, ' whatever he was, whether a King 

• or a God, he was a great Politician, who tempcr'd the 

• Manners o^ his Sub^'eds, and taught them Civility, on 

• which Account he was regarded as the God of Peace, and 

• never invoked during the Time of War.' It was doubtlef) 
on Accountof the Equity of his Government, he had the Ti- 
tles of Dtus Diorum ('the moft antient of the Gods^ and 
Jatnit Pater given him by the RomaiUf who had him in pecu^ 
liar Veneration, 

From Faiiui PiSor, one of the oldel^ Roman Hiftorians, ^Wt 
learn, that the antient Tufiani were firft taught by this good 
K'mg to improve the Vine, to fow Corn, and to make 
Bread, and that he firft rais'd Temples and Altars to the 
Gods, who were before worfhipp'd in Groves, We have 
already meniion'd Saturn, as the Introducer of thefe Arts 
into Itaiy, where Janm aiTociated him into a Share of his 
Power. Janui firft confecratcd the Bounds of Cities (i) 
and invented Locks and Keys; (i) he alfo regulated 
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(he Months ('j^. Somefay he was married totheyoungeft I 
Vtfia, thcGoddefs offi«; otlicrs make his Wife the God- 
dels Carna, or (a,) Carma. 

It is certain that he early obtain'd divine Honour? at Rame% 
where i^uma Pampilim inftituted an annual Feftival to him in 
yanuary, which was celebrated with manly Exercifes. 
Samului and ftiius had before eredted him a Temple upon 
Occafion of the Union of the Rm^m with the Sabina. 
Huma ordain'd it fliould be open'd in Time of War, and 
fliut in Time of Peace, (i^) which happen'd but thrice for 
fcveral Centuries, i . in the Reign of Nunia. z. In the Con- 
fulate of AtilHtii Balhus, and Manlius Torqiiatm ; and, 3. By 
Auguftui Cafar, after the Death of Antbotiy^ and Reduction 
of Egypt. 

■ Janui was the God who prefided over all new Undertak- 
ings. Hence in all Sacrifices the firfl Libations of Wine and 
"Wheat were offered to him, as likewife all Prayers were pre- 
fac'd with afliort Addrefs to him. The peculiar OiFeringg 
at his Feflival were Cakes of new Meal and Salt, with new 
Wine and Frankincenfe (6). Then all Artificers and Tradcf- 
men began their Works, and the Roman Confuls for the 
New Year foleranly eiiter'd on their Office. All Quarrels 
were laid afide, mutual Prefents were made, and the Day 
concluded with Joy and Mirth. 

Some imagine a RefemWance between Jamn and Naahy 
but Parallels of this Kind, though they open a large Field to 
fancy, and may be fupported with a great Oflentation of 
Learning, contribute lit^e to inform the Reafon or diie^ 
the Judgment. 

i'i) The firft of wKich is ham him call'd JaKimry. The firft Diy of 
every Monlh was aiCa Tacred 10 him. 

(4} Carrifl. or Carina, w;ii a Coddeh who prcCded over tlie viwl Pans, 
anrj occarionM ■ healthy ConftiCuIion of Body. 

( s ) Hence Jnms took Ihe Name) of Farul,;->j and CVw. 

(6] I'ltkr eontr»diai 0*;rf, and foppofei Flin} lo prove, ihM the And- 
entsrfidnot uleChU Gum in theit Sacrifices, hutilie Paffajeof thK AWbaw. 
onlyfaysitwjunot ufedimheTimeof the Trojan V)«. 

E 2 ■J™" 



. '' ' ^ 

iS Fubuhm HISTORV H 

Jaxut was reprefented with two Faces on one Neck (y^^ 



I 



either to denote hisPrudence, or that ho views at once the paft 
and approaching Year. He was feated in the Centre of twelve 
Altars, to mark the Divifion he had made of it into fo many 
Months. He had a Key in his right Hand, and a Sceptre in 
his left, to fignify his Invention of Locks, and his extenfivc 
Authority. Sometimes his Image had four Faces. loexprefs 
the four Seafons of the Year over which he prefidcd. 

Though Jana! be properly a Romar Deity, yet ic is amongft 
the E^yptiani we muft (eek for the true Explanation of his 
Hiftory. That Nation reprefented the RiOng of the Dog-r 
Star, which opened their Solar Year by an Herui, qr Image, 
Vith a Key in its Hand, and two Faces, one old and the 
other young, to tipify or mark the old and new Year, King 
P/fiiiwith a gawk's Head, whq is ufually drawn near^iMia/, 
Jeaves nij Doubt but that the Symbol of this Deity was bor- 
rpw'd from that myilical People (Z). They call'd this doi(r 
ble-fac'd Horu, by the Name qf Jn^bis. 

(7) Whenm the 7a»iii Bif-nm of Ovid, and Bkips of VJrgH. 
[%) See La PLihi't Hiftory of the Heavens, Vol. I. p. 160. 

CHAP. XII. 

()f the Elder VESTA, or Cybele tke Wife ej 

Saturn. 

IT is highly neceflary, in dafllng the Heathen Divinities, 
to diftinguith between this Goddefj, who is alfo call'd 
Jthta (i) and Ops (z) from another ytjla their Daughter, 
becaufe the Poeis have been faulty in confounding them, aii4 
afcribing the Attributes and Aflions of the one Co the other. 
The elder Vejla f^j was the Daughter of C*/oj and 

(1} So the GrniiciWd her, as ilfa Pajitara, to denote tlie BlefliDgi 
which flow (rom her. 

(>) From aptm firrc, becaule (he iflifts Mankind. 

(3) Either ijenomin lied from /'r/Jjj, to eloath, becaufe (he doalhltfiB 
Sarthwith Iho annualand vegcMhIe Produflioni, or from *", SmbA, /. <. 
lMcdin$ no Support. Qiiii civn hii Opinion for Ihij [*a Etymology. 

Stat »i Terra fui, vi (lando Figa vucatur. Ovid Ffllli, Lib. VL 

Onthi fr^Bafii iflti.EArMyt.^mf, 
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Ttrra, and marrieJ to her Brother Satum, to whom (he bore ^H 
a numerous Offspring. She had a Mulciplicity of Names, 
(4.) of which tlie principal were C}ieU, Magna Mater, or 
the Great Mothtr of the Gods ; and Bopa Dra, or the good * 
Ooddcfs . Under thefe different CharaiSters flie had different 
Reprefentatioiis, and different Sacrifices. 

As Fsjia, ihe is reprefenccd fittiiig, to denote the Stability 
of the Earth, Ihe canies a Drum in her Lap, to figniiy the 
Earth's Cavity, and the Winds imprifon'd in iL HerHead 
is crown'd with Towers, and flie is furrounded with Ani- 
mals of different Kinds, who fport around her to exprefe her 
Fruitful nefs and Bounty. 

Under the Charaiier oiCyieh fhe makes a more magnifi. 
cent Appearance, being featcd on a lofty Chariot drawn by 
Lions, crown'd with Towers, and having a Key extended in 
her Hand, agreeably to the pompous Defcri prion of Virgil ( 5 ). 

Some indeed make the Phrygian Cyiett a different Perfon 
from VeJiB : They fay Ihe was the Daughter of M^onti an 
ontient King of Phrygia and Dynd'ma, and that her Mother 
for fomeReafons, expos'dheron Mount Cyi^/a/, where Ihewai 
nourifh'd by Lions. Her Parents afterwards own'd her, and 
ihe fell in Love with /itys, by whom conceiving, her Father 
caus'd her Lover to be flain, and his Body thrown to the 
wild Bcafts ; Cyhilt upon this ran mad, and fill'd the Woods 
with her Lamentations, Soon after a Plague and Famine 
laying wafte the Country, the Oracle was confulted, who 
advifed them to bury Aiys with great Pomp, and to worfhip 
Cybili as a Goddefs. Accowlingly they eredled a Temple to 
her Hoiiour at Ttffinui, and plac'd Lions at her Feet, to denote 
her being educated by thefe Animals. ^^H 

(4.) As Dy^ili^im, D,a Pajflnu^tia, Uii,, and Msg^t Tsh>. BW ^^| 

pUcygia U B,ricimh,a, f anno, Fstua, &c, 1 ^^H 

1 5) P""^ "' ■*' "'£*'» «='*"■ / '*' ■"j'. ^H 

■W' Wh,^ gVr ,U Phrygian T«^^\,fM:m, ,1 Air, ^H 

^^^ &bi riia triompbam in her itldtji Car ; . ^^H 

^^B Crn-m'dipitb a md4>«g Dmdcm ,f T,nii-r,, ^^1 

^^B A-d cifMi bir Off,fin>,t, iheciUllwlP^o'r,! ^^M 

^^P A Jhilixg Tra,,: ! ffbaJUllhrtltflAhtit, ^^M 

^B AUiJrfJSni—anJcvirySinaCil Mt V.i«. r^^| 
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OfiWrelates the Story alittle more in the marvellous 
^ip was a Boy Co callM by Cybile, that flie appointed him to 
prcfide in her Rites, enjoining him inviolate Chaftity ; but 
the Youth happening to forget his Vow, in Refentment the 
Goddels depriv'd him of his Senfes: But at laft pitying bis 
Mifery, Ihe turn'd him into a Pine Tree, which as well as 
the Box Tree, were held facred to her. The Animal moft 
commonly facrificed to CybiU was the Sow, on Account of 
its Fruitful nefs. 

The Priefts of this Deity were the Corybanlti, Curetes, 
Vaiy Daayli and Telcbints, all originally of Crett, and who in 
their myllical Rites made great Ufe of Cymbals and other 
Iniiruments of Brafs, attended with extravagant Cries and 
Bowlings. They facrificed fitting on tlie Earth, and offer'^ 
only the Hearts of the Viflims. ', 

The Goddels Cybeli was unknown to the Romani till ttv 
Time of Hanmba], when confulting the SylitUne Oracles 
riiey found that formidable Enemy could not be expeil'd till 
cbey fent for the Idaan Mother to Romt. Atialui then Kin^ 
of Phrygia, at the Requeft of their Embafladors, fent her 
Statue, which was of Stone. But the Vefle! which carried 
it arriving in the Tyber, was miraculoully ftopp'd, till C/aiu^'p 
one of the yejlat-Virgim drew it afliore with her Girdle. 

It is not difficult to difcover from the Name ; 6) and Attri. 
tutes of this Goddefs, that CybtU is no other than the Tfii or 
Rbea of the Egyfiiavs. The Adventures and Death oi Atyi^ 
which fo nearly refemUe thofe of Ofirii, add great Weight 
to the Conjediure. What puts the Matter beyond Doubt, 
is the Reprefeniation of the Phrygian Cybitr. Now IJii is al- 
ways drawn with a Crown of Turrets, and bore a Key 
with a Lion at her Foot, to mark that the principal Feftivd 
of Egypt was juft fix'd at the Time the Sun enter'd Lm. 

As to the Priefts of Cybtlt^ the Corybayilii, Curctei, iffc. they 
pre of the fame Original, Crm was aColony of the Egypiianiy 
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COnTifling of three Claifes of People, i. The Cirfiaan-s or 
Priells (7)- 2- The CureliSy f&J or Hufbandmen, and In- 
habitants of Towns. 3. The Da^yi'i, (q) or Artificers an4 
labouring Poor. All which Names are of Egyftiaa Deri- 
vation. 

Cyieie was honour'd at Ranie by the Title of Bo«a Dea, oi 
good Goddefs. But this Devotion was only paid her by tha 
Matrons, and the Rites were celebrated in fo fecret a Man- 
ner, that it was no lefs than Death for any Man to be prefer? 
at the Affembiy fioj. Whence they were call'd Qfsrteria. 

The Roman Farmers and Shepherds worftiipp'd C^bck of 
Vifta, by the Title of Magna Palts, or the Goddefs of Cattle 
and Paftures. Her Feftiva! was in April, and at which Time 
they purify'd their Flocks and Herds with the Fumes of 
Rofemary, Laurel and Sulphur, offer'd Sacrifices of Milk 
and Millet Cakes, and concluded the Ceremony by dancing 
round Straw-Fires. Thefe annual Feafts were call'd PalHia, 
and were the fame with the Oir/*opo^i« of the Greeks, and 
probably of Phxnician or Egyptian Original (\y). 

The great Feftival of 0;bele, call'd MegaUJJa, was always 
celebrated in Jpril, and lafted eight Days at Rome, 

(7) FromCorffln, a Sacrifice or Oblation, 

(8) From Kerti, a City or Town, tomes the Plural JC(j-«f«, to fijnijy 
the Inhabitants. : 

(9) From dm, poor ; irtt inl or lyl, a MiKration ; Hence our ullim» 
Tbali. The Criih for ihe hme Rtafon call the Fingets DaSyli, b«CatiA 
they are the Innrumenri Oi Labour. 

[ 10) So we learn from riiullui, Eclogne VI. 

Sacra Bavx maribut non adcunda Dcz. 
(11) The Name PdZiiii feeins deiiv'd from ^f/iV, whidi ligr.ifics tbcpufc- 
liek Order. 
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[. CHAP. XIII. 

Of V E S T A» the younger. 

rH I S Goddefs was the Daughter of Saturn, and the 
y^fla mf ntion'd in the preceding Art\dc, a-ni '6\t^\^- 
E of few. She was fo fond of a Cin^\c Vv'ic, ftvax-w^^^ 
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her Brother Jifittr afcended the Throne, and ofFer^J"^ 
grant whatever ihe aOi'd, ftie defir'd onl/ the Prcfervalion of 
her Virginity, and that (he might have the firft Oblation in 
all Sacrifices, (i) which flic obtained. According to Lac- 
tantiui, the Chaftity of Ftfa is meant to exprefs the Nature 
of Fire, which is incapable of Mixture, producing nothing* 
but converting all l^hings into itfelf. 

Nama Pompiliai, the great Founder of Religion among thtf 
Romaiu, is faid firft to have reftor'd the antient Rites and 
Worfliip of thib Goddefs, to whom he eretSed a circular 
Temple, which in fucceeding Ages, was much embellifli'd* 
He alfo appointed four Prieftelles to be cliofen out of the no* 
bleft Families in Romt. and of fpotlefs Charadler, whofe Of' 
fice was to attend the facred Fire kept continually burning 
near her Altar. Thefc FtJIal-Firgins continued in theif 
Charge for Thirty Years, and had very great Privileges an- 
nex'd to their Dignity. This Fire was annually renew'd 
with great Ceremony, from the Rays of tlie Sun^ on the Ka- 
lends of Manh. It was preferv'd in Earthen Pots fui|)end«d 
in the Air, and efteem'd fo facred, that if by any Misfor- 
tune it became extinguifli'd, (as happeii'd once] a CefTatioa 
enfued from all Bufinefs, till they had expiated the Prodigy. 
If this Accident appear'd owing to the Negledt of the VrJiaU, 
they were fcverely puniflied ; and if they violated their Vo* 
of Chaftity, ihey were intcrr'd alive. 

As Vefta was the Goddefs of Fire, the Roniam had iw 
Images in her Temple to reprefent her, the Reafon of which 
.we learn in Ovid (2J, Yet as flie was tbe Guardian of 

(l) It U a QncAioa if "his Privitege did not rather belong to ihe aldw 
fljSa, in common with 7.,... 
' (1} His Wordiinthefe, - 

ISiEian nullam yejia nee Ignis li^t. Fijli, Lib. Vl, ^m 
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Houfcs or Hearths, (i) her Image was ufualJy plac'd jn the ' 
Porch or Entry, and a daily Sacrifice ofFer'd her. 

It is certain nothing could be a ftronger or more lively 
Symbol of the Supreme Being, than Fire. Accordingly we 
find this Emblem in early Ufe throughout all the Eaft. The 
Pfrfiam held it in Veneration long before ZaHafier, who, in 
the Reign of Darius Hyftafpcs reduced the Worfliip of it to 3 
certain Plan. The Pryiami of the C<e/ij were perpetual anj 
holy Fires. We find jSnrai bringing with him co Italy his 
Penaiis (or Houfllold Gods) the Palladium and xh.e /acred 
Firt. The ft^a of the Etrarianij Saiinct, and ^RemaBf was, 
the fame. ■ , 

(3) Hence th. Word fViii,/:.B, for a Porch or Entry ; ardthe ReWBM 
eall'd ibeir round Tahies y/Jla, as the Griih us'd (he commoft Word 
Er>"to lignify Chimneys and Altarg. 



»C H A P. XIV. 
Of JUPITER. 

WE come now to the great King, or Mailer of tha 
Gods. This Deity was the Son of Saturn, and Rhta 
or Vtfia-, at leaft this is that Jupiter to whom the Adions of 
all the others were chiefly afcrib'd. For there were fo many 
Princes call'd by his Name, that it feems to have been a 
common Appellation in early Times for a powerful or vi£to. 
rious Prince ( t ). The moft confiderable of thefe was cer- 
tainly the Cretan Jove above- mention'd, of whofe Education 
we have very various Accounts, as well as the Place of his 
Birth. The M'jjemati pretended to ihow in the Neigh- 
bourhood of their City a Fountain call'd Ctep/jdra, where 
Jupiter was educated by the Nymphs Itbome and Ncda ; otljera 
fay he was born at Tbehes in Baotia ; but the moft general 
and receiv'd Opinion is, thai he was brought up near Mount 

(i) I'jr'i r=c!ion'Jupioo>^>rfri, andcachNnion(ee.wi\Ms'niN 
one peculiar to iiftJ/jaitfiej^i7/'/fln£(J,o(iiiiu,»ndrt« Ljtiantti 
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lia in Cre't. Virgil tells us he was fed by the Bees, oii 
Gratitude for which he changed them from an Iron to a gol- 
den Colour. Some fay his Nurfea wtvc jlmaltbica and 
Melijay Daughters of Melijim Kingof Crete, who gave him 
Goats Milk and Honey ; others, that Amahha^a was the 
Name of the Goat who nurfed him, whofe Horn he pre- 
fented to thofe Princefles with this Privilege annexed, that 
whoever pofTefied it fliould immediately have whatever they 
defired ; whence it came to be call'd the Horn of Pknt}, After 
this the Goat dying, Jupitir plac'd her amongft the Stars, 
and by the Advice of Thimii cover'd his ShieSd with her Skin 
to (trike Terror in the Giants, whence it obtain'd the Name 
of jSgii. According to others, be and his Sifter Jiini> fuck'd 
the Breafts of Fortune. Some all edge his Mother ^^/a, or 
the Earth, fuckled him ; fome that he was fed by wild Pi- 
geons, who brought him Amhmfia from Octanasy and by an 
Eagle, who carried /VfiSflf in his Beak from a fteep Rock; in 
Recompenfe of which Services, he made the former the 
Fore-teliers of Winter and Summer, and gave the taft the 
Reward of Immortality, and the OlSceof bearing his Than. 
<Icr. In (hort, the Nymphs and the Bears cbim a Share in 
riie Honour of his Education, nor is it yet decided which 
has thcJjeft Title. 

Let us now come to the Anions of Japiftr. The firft, 
And indeed the moft memorable of his Exploits, was his 
Expedition againfV the Titaitt, for his Father's Deliverance 
and Reftoration, of which we have already fpoken under 
the Article of 5fl/«rn, After this he dethroned his Father, 
and having polTefs'd himfelf of his Tlirone, was acknow- 
Icdg'd by all the Gods in Quality of their fupreme Head- 
^poJ/s himfeif crown'd with Laurel, and rob'd with Purple, 
condefcended to fmg his Praifes to his Lyre. HertuUi, in or- 
der to perpetuate the Memory of his Triumphs, inftituted 
the Olympic Games, where it is faid that Phahui carried off 
the iirJl Prize, by overcoming Mercury, at the Race. After 
wiis, y^i/er being fully letUcd, dWvded \\\s Qottuawons with 
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his Brothers Neptune and PlutOj as wiil be dewn in the 
Sequel. 

Jupiter, however, is thought to ufe his Power in a little 
too tyrannical a Manner, for which we find June, NipiMet 
and Pailai confpir'd againft, and atSually feiz'd his Perfon. 
But the Giants, Cs/tui, Gyges and Briereas, who were thea 
his Guards, and whom Tbttii call'd to his Affiftancc, fet him 
at Liberty. How thefe Giants, with others of their Race 
afterwardi revolted againft him, and were overthrown, has 
been already mention'd in its Place. 

The Story of Lycaon is not the leaft difltnguifhing of his 
Aftions. Hearing of the prevailing Wickednefs of Man- 
kind, Jove defcended to Earth, and arriving at the Palace of 
this Prince, King a^ Arcadia^ declar'd who he was, on which 
the People prepar'd Sacrifices, and the o(her Honours due to 
him. But LycaaB, both impious and incredulous, kill'd one 
of his Domefticks, and ferved up the Flefh drels'd at the En- 
tertainment he gave the God, who detefting fuch horrid In- 
humanity, immediately confumM the Palace with Lighten- 
ing, and turn'd the Barbarian into a Wolf. OfiV has re- 
lated this Story with his ufual Art. 

But as Ambition, when arriv'd at the Height of its Wiffliej. 
feldom flriiSly adheres to the Rules of Moderation, fo the Air 
of a Court is always in a peculiar Manner fatal to Virtuci 
If any Monarch deferv'd the Charaficr of encguraging 
Gallantry by his Example, it was certainly Jupiter, whofe 
Amours are as numherlefs as the Metamorphofes he affum'd 
to accomplifli them, and have afforded a:n extenfive Field of 
Dercription, to the Poets and Painters, both antient and 
modern. 

Jupiter had feveral Wives, Mttit his firft he is faid to have 
devour'd, when big with Child, by which himfelf beconir 
ing pregnant, Miner'va ilTued out of his Head completely 
arm'd and fully grown. His fecond was TlMmii, the Name 
of his third is not known, only flie is fa.idtQ\»a.Crtto.n 
bor* near Gaefm, His fourth was the cdeWwai^""", V\a 

J- 2 ^A« 
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Sifter, whom it is reported he deceived under the Form of a 
Cuckoo^ who, to fhun the Violence iof a Storm, fled for 
Shelter to her Lap ( i ). 

Of his Intrigues we have a pretty curious Detail. One o( 
his firft Miftreffes was Califio the Daughter of Lycaon^ one of 
the Njrmphs of Diana. To deceive her he aflTum'd the 
Form of the Goddefe of Chaftity, and fucceededfo far as to 
make the Virgin violate her Vow. But her Difgrace being 
reveal'd, as Ihe was bathing with her Patronefs, the incens'd 
Deity not only difgrac'd her, but (2) turn'd her into a Bear. 
Jovt in Compaffion to her Pliniftunent and Sufferings, rais'd 
her to a Conftellation in the Heavens ( 3 ). Califto^ however, 
left a Son call'd Arcas^ who having inftrufted the Pelafgians 
in Tillage and the Social Arts, they from him took the 
Name of Arcadians^ and after his Death he was by his divine 
Father, allotted alfo (\) a Seat in the Skies. 

There is fcarce any Form which Jupiter did not at fome 
Time or other affume to gratify his Defires. Under the 
Figure of a Satyr he violated Antiope the Wife of Lycm King 
of Thebesy by whom he had two Sons, Zetbus and Ampbion. 
In the Refemblance of a Swan he corrupted Leda the Spoufe 
of Tyndarusy King of Laconia. Under die Appearance of a 
V^hite Bull he carried off Europa^ Daughter of Agenor King 
of Pbdfificia, into Creti, where he enjoy'd her. In the Shape 
pf an 9^gle he furpris'd Afiiria the Daughter of Qeusj and 
bore her away in his Talons in Spite of her Modefty. Aided 
by the fame Difguife, he fciz'4 the beauteous Ganymede Son 
<^ Tros as he was hunting on Mount Ida^ and raisM him to 
the joint Funftiona of his Cup-bearer and Catamite. 

It was indeed difficult to efcape the Purfuits of a God, 
who by his unlimited Power made all Nature fubfervient to 
his Purpofes. Of this we have a remarkable Inflance in 

•^ (i) At a Mountain near Corinth, thenoe caU M Ccetyx,' . 
(z) Some (ay it was ytino tqrn*d her into that Animal, 
/j) CaiJ*d Urfa major by the Latins, and Heliee^>y the Greek's,^ 
(4.J The C/r/a Minor of the Latirn^ and Cj^vo^ra ol v\v« GrttiLu 
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ae, whofe Father Acrijius jealous of her Condufl, had 
fecured her in a Brazen Tower ; hut Jopirer defcending in a 
golden Shower, found Means to elude all the Vigilance of 
her Keepers. He found Means to inflame ^ghia the Daugh- 
ter of jE/epai, King of SaMia, in the Similitude of a lam- 
bent Fire, and then carried her from Epidaurus to a defcrt 
Ifle call'd OEnepe, to which flie gave her own Name (5). 
Clyierii, a fair Virgin of Thr/a/f, he debauch'd in the Shape of 
an Ant ; but to corrupt jiUmcv.a the Wife oi Amphytrhn^ he 
was oblig'd to aflume the Form o£ her Hufband, underwhicH 
the fair one decciv'd, too innocently yielded to hisDefire& 
By Thalia hc had two Sons call'd the Pelli-d, and two by 
Pmtogsma, wx, jEthlius th e Father of Evdymian, and EfapBiu 
thcYounderol Memphis in Egypt, and Father of i/ija, who 
gave her Name to the Continent of J/rici. EieSra bore 

him Darjanu!, Laeifamla., Sarpcdon and Argus, yadama, Diu- 

ealion ; with many Others too tedious to enumerate though 
mention'd by the Poets. 

It is very evident that moft, if not all the Stories relating 
to the Amours of the Gods, were invented by their refpec- 
tive Priefls, to cover their Corrnption or Debauchery. OY i 
which this of Danae feems at leaft a palpable Inftance, and 
may ferve to give fome Idea of the reft : Amfius was inform'd ; 
by an Oracle, that his Grandfon would oneDaydeprivi 1 
him of his Crown and Life; on which he (hut her up in 4 I 
Brazen Tower of the Temple of Apulia at Delphi, the Prie^ 
of which Oracle probably gave him this Information, witn 
no other view than to forward their Scheme, which tended 
to gratify thcLuftof Pra-iui the King's Brother, who beioi 
let through the Roof, pretending to be Jupiitr, and throwing . 
large Quantities of Gold aiuongft her Domefticlcs, obtain'4 I 
his Wiflies. 

Two particular Adventures of his are too remarkabjc t(i 
be pafs'd in Silence. He had dcUidcd bv his Arts Ssmls 
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Daughter of Cadmus, K\n^oiTbdes, who proved with Child. 
yuKo hearing of it, and intent on Revenge, under the Dif- 
guiTc of Beme, Nurfe to the Piincefs, was admitted to her 
Prefencc, and artfully infinuating to her that Ihe might not 
be deceiv'd in her Lover, fhe advis'd her the next Time he 
I vifited her, to requeft as a Proof of his Love, that ftjc might 
fee him in the fame Majefty with which he embraced Juhk. 
yufiter granted, not without ReiuflancCj a Favour he knew 
would be fo fatal to his Miftiefs, The unhappy Fair-one 
unable to bear the dazzling Efl'uJgence perifh'dinthe Flames, 
and with her, her Offspring muft have done fo too, if the 
God had not taken it out and indos'd it in his Thigh, 
where it lay the full Time, when he came into the World 
by the Name of Batckui. 

Jupiice next fell enamour'd with /> the Daughter of 
Jnachui, and, as fome fay, ihePriefte&of 7*«b; having one 
Day met this Virgin returning from her Father's Grotto, he 
endeavour'd to feduce her to an adjacent Koreft ; but the 
Nymph flying his Embraces, he involv'd her in fo thick a 
Mift, that flie loli her Way, fo that he eafily overtook and 
enjoy'd her. Juhb, whofe Jealoufy always kept her watch- 
ful, miffing her Hufband, and perceiving a thick Darknels 
on the Earth, defcended, difpell'd the Cloud, and had cer- 
tainly difcover'd the Intrigue, had not jKpinr fuddenly traaC- 
form'd lo into a white Hei/er. Jam plcas'd with the Beauty 
of the Animal, begg'd her, and to allay her Jeaioufy, he 
wasoblig'dto yield her up, TheGoddefs immediately gave 
her in Charge to ■Ajk/, who had a hundred Eyes, two of 
which only flept at a Time; Her Lover pitying the Mifery 
of to in fo ftri£t a Confinement, fent Mercury down difguis'd 
like a Shepherd, who with his Flute charm'd Jrgui to ileep, 
feal'd his Eyes with his Ciidiiceiis or Rod, and then cut oif his 
Head. "Jum, in regard to his Memory, plac'd his Eyes in 
the Tail of the Peacock, a Bird facred to her, and then turn- 
ijig her Rage againft lo, fent the Sana to purfue her where- 
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erer flie went (i) ; fo that the wretched Fugitive weary of 
Life, implor'd Jove to end her Mifery. Accordingly th« 
God intreats his Spoufe to (hew her Compaffiony 
h^Styx^ never to give her further Caufe of Jealoufy. Ji 
on this becomes appeas'd, and 1» being reftor'd to her former 
Shape, is worfhipp'd in Eg^t by the Name of Ifis. 

The Fable of lo and Argus is ceruinly of Bgyptum Birtb, 
and the true Mythology is this : The Art of weaving firft 
invented in Egypf^ was hf Colonies of that Nation carried 
to Greece and CboUis^ where it was pradifed with this Diffe- 
rence, that the Seaibns for working were varied in each 
Country according to the Nature of the Climate. The 
Months of Fehruaryj March, April and Moj^ they employed 
in Egjfi in cultivating their Lands; whereas tiitfe being 
Winter Mon ths witfi the Greciu m^ they kept die Looms bufy . 
Now the Ifis^ which pointed out the Neomeni^t or Monthly 
Feftivals in Egyfty was always attended with an Honu or Fi- 
gure expref&ve of die Labour peculiar to die Seaibn. Thus 
die Horits of the weaving Months, was a litde Figure ftuck 
over with Eyes, to denote the many Lights neceilary for 
working by Night. This Image was call'd Argos (2)^ to 
lignify his Intention. Now the vernal Ifis being depifhu-'d 
widi the Head of a Heifer^ to exemplify the Fertility and 
Plcafantnefe of Egypt on the Sun's Entrance into Tsmrus^ at 
the Approach of Winter fhe quitted this Form, and fo was 
iaid to be taken into Cuftody of Argos^ from whom file was 
next Seafon delivered, by the Horus reprefenting Amibisy (or 
Mercury) that is the rifuig of the Dog- Star. The taking 

(i) Dr. Ktng relates this Story a little differently. /« purfutd by T/^w 
fbont (one of the Furies) fell into the Sea and was carried lirft to tb«r 
Tbracian Boff horus, and thence into Egypt, where the Monfler (lill pup- 
foing her, was repelPd by the Ni/e, After this (he was deify *d by ympiter 
and appointed to prefide over Winds and Navigation* It is eafy to dee thit 
agrees better with the Egyptian Mythology. 

(2) From Arg9tb, or Argot, Weaver's Work 5 whence the Grth bor- 
row M their E^vov. Opm, or a Work. Hence the Ifle of Amorgot^ one of 
the ^^^^» Ifles, derives its Name from ^m, Mother ) and Or^tn,'^«v-* 
fers, or the Mother or CoJorty c/JVeavtri^ being ftrft pWlcd ItQta Ej:j^?t. 
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ttidfe Symbolical Reprefentations, in a litteral Senfe, gave 

Rife to die Fable. 

It is no Wonder if the Number of Jupiter*s Gallantries 

made him the Subject of Deteftation among the primitive 

Cbrifiians^ as well as the Ridicule of the wifer amongft the. 

Heathens. Tertullian obferves with Judgment, ^' That it 

** was no way ftrange to fee all Ranks fo debauched, when 

*^ they were encouraged in the moft infamous Crimes by 

** the Example of thofe they worlhipp'd, and from whom 

** they were to expefl: Rewards and Punifliments." Lucian 

in his Dialogues introduces Momus pleafantly rallying Jove 

with regard to his amorous Metamorphofes. I have often 

trembrd for you, fays he, " Leaft when you appeared like a 

*' Bull, they fliould have carried you to the Shambles, or 

*^ clappM you in the Plough; had a Goldfinith catch'd you 

** when you vifited Danae^ he would have melted down 

** your Godfliip in his Crucible. Or when you courted 

** Ltda like a Swan, what if her Father had p\it you on- 

« the Spit?" 

Jupiter had a Multiplicity of Names, either from the 

Places where he was worfliipp'd, or the Attributes afcrib'd 
to him. The Greeh gave him Jthe Name of Aios, and Die^ 
fpitery or the Father of Light : They alfo gave him the Epi- 
thets of Xenius, or the Hofpitable. E/icius on account of his 
Goodnefs and Clemency ; and Dodotneus on Account of the 
oracular Grove at Dodona^ confecrated to him, and famous 
thro' all Greece. 

Amongft the Romans he had the Apellations of optimut 
maximuSf on Account of liis Beneficence and Power : Almus^ 
from his cherifliing all Things; Stahilitor^ from his fupport- 
ing the World ; OpUulator from his helping the diftrefs'd ; 
^tatar from his fufpending the Flight of the Romans at the 
Prayer of Romuhs ; and Fradator on account of Part of the 
Plunder being facred to him in all Viftories. From his 
Temple at the Capitol^ on thp Tarpeian Rock, he was call'd 
Caf/fff/muj and Tarptius% When a Roman Kirvf; or General 



Of the Heathen Gods. 41 

flew an Enemy of the fame Quality, the Spoils were offer'd 
to him ('^) by the Name of Feretrius, To conclude with 
the Words of Orpheus ; ** Jove is omnipotent, he is the firft 
*' and the laft, the Head and the Middle, the Giver of all 
•1^ Things, the Foundation of the Earth and ftarry Heavens i 
^ he is both Male and Female, and immortal* Jupiter is 
** the fource of enlivening Firej and the Spirit of all Things." 

Though the Power of Thunder feems affign'd to Jupiter, 
yet according to the antient Etrurians it was committed to 
nine Gods ^4^. The Romans took Notice only of two Sorts 
of Thundeo w« the Diurnal^ which they afcrib'd to Jove^ 
and the NoQumaU whif:h they thought owing to Summanus or 
PlutOk With regard to the firft, all Perfons kill'd by it were 
deprived of Funeral Rites, and the Places where it fell puri- 
fy'd by Sacrifice. 

Jupiter is very differently reprefented, according to the 
Places where he was worfliippVi. The Lacedemonians depic- 
tur'd him without Ears to exprefe his Impartiality, whereas 
the Cr^/Aff/ painted him with four, to denote his Omnifcience, 
and knowing all Things. The Greeks gave him the Title of 
Triophtbalfhus or Three-Ey'd, becaufe he furveys all Things 
at one View. Homer^s Defcription of him is fo majeftick, 
that it is faid a famous Statuary copied it in his Work. 

The ufual Style in which this Deity is figur'd, i •, feated on 
a golden Throne, furroun led with Clouds, vefted in a pur- 
ple Robe, grafping his Thunder, and having the Eagle at 
his Feet. Some place a Sceptre in his Right-Hand with an 
Eagle at the Top. 

(3) Hiftory mentions three Inflances of thcfe Spolia Opima, 1. Wheh 
Romulus flew Acron King of the Cem'nenfes, 2. When Cornehus Gaiiux 
kiliM rolumniui King of Etruna, 3. When M. Mareellui vanqoiQi'd 
Viridomarus King of Gvul, 

(4.) Amongd whom were Fulcan, Minerva, Jung, Man^ and the ^9mth 
Wtnds. 
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CHAP. XV. 
Of the SILVER AGE. 

I HAVE already obferved howcontradiftory theHiftorians 
and Poets are in their Accounts of the. golden Age, and 
theReign oi Saturn ; they are not more confonantwith Regard 
to Juffiter and the Age of Silver. If we credit Diodorus^ Satum 
was a Tyrant, who by his Cruelty and Severity rendered him- 
felf fo unpopular and odious to his Subje£b, that they readily 
affifted his Son in dethroning him. How fhall we reconcile 
fuch an Adminiftration with the Pifture the Poets give (i) 
us of the golden Age in his Time ? On the other Hand the 
fameHiftorian reprefents Jupiter as a wife and good Prince 
who for his Equity and Clemency was fo beloved by his 
People, that they deif/d him after Death : How does this 
agree with the Poets Account of his Debaucheries, and an 
Age of Iron ? Some fay, to confirm this, that his Reign was 
not fo agreeable to his Subjefts as that of Saturn , either on Ac- 
count of the Rigour of his Government, or that having af- 
cen3ed the Throne by Force, he maintain'd himfelf in it by 
the Help of a ftanding Army. This Change gave Rife to 
the Notion of the Silver Age, by which is meant an Age 
inferior in Happinefs to that which preceded it, though fu- 
perior to thofe which foUow'd after. 

Of this Age thC Poets have given us fevcral Defcriptions, 
that of Hejiod is the moll antient one we have, and ac- 
cording to the Genius of that Poet very plain and fimple. 
0<vi(rs Picture of it is more luxuriant and cmbelliih'd, 
though fufHciendy concife. 

( x) Perhaps a Conje€^ure may be offer* d to folve this Difficulty. Saturn 
^hilo he reign*d in Crete y before his DepoTition, was probably a fevere and 
arbitrary Prince, wliich contributed not a little to his Expulfionj but after 
his Flight to Italy, and being alTociated with Janut in the Kingdom, he 
was taught Wifdom by his Misfortunes, and applying himfelf to gain the 
^ Love of the People by Mildncfs and Equity, became an excellent Prince. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
0/ J U N O. 



IJFU N O the Sifter and Confort of Jupiter, was on that 
I Account ftyl'il-the Queen of Heaven, and indeed we 
lid her in the Poets fupporiing that Dignity with an Ambi- 
tion and Pride fuitable to the Rank fliebore. 

Though the Poetical Hiftonans agree ftie came into the 
World at a Birth with her Huftand, yet they differ as to 
the Place, fome placing her Nativity at Argsi^ others at 
Samoi near the River Imbrafits. . Some fay (lie was nurs'd by 
Euhifa, Por/ymna and j^r/ta Daughters of the River JJieria»i 
others by the Nymfbi of the Ocean. Ous, an antient Poet^ 
telis us flie was educated by the Hor^ or Hours .- And Hanur, 
ailigns this Foil to Occanm and Ttibyi tliemfelvcs. 

It is faid that this Goddefs, by bathing annually in the 
Fountain ol Canal&a neat Argos, renew'dher Virginity. The 
Places where (he was principally honour'd were Sfarta^ 
MyctBt and Argos. At this Place the Sacrifice offer'd to hw 
confided of loo Oxen, 

Juno in 3 peculiar Manner prefided over Marriage and 
Childbirth; on the (irft Occafion, in facrificing to her, tho 
Gall of the Victim was always thrown behind the Altar, to 
denote no Spleen (hould fubfift between married Perfons, 
Women were peculiarly thought to he under her Proteilion, 
of whom every one had her J^no, as every Man had his 
Guardian Genius. Numa order'd, that if any unchafte Wo- 
man Qiould approach herTemple, Ihefhguld offer a Female 
Lamb to expiate her Offence. 

The Laccdemamaai ftyl'd her Mgsphaga, from the Goat 
which HirsultM facrificed to her. At Elis flic was call'd Hap- 
hfmia, her Statue being corrpletely arm'd. KtCorinth (he 
was term'd Buri.ra, from Buna who ere£ted a Temple to her 
there. She had another at Eoi/a:ay towhvctv itve. E.TO.vi\«t 
Jdriaii prefcntcd a magnificent Offet'mg^ con^\K\T\^ tA- *■ 
G 2 C^Q'*^^ 
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Crown of Gold, and a purple Mantle embroidcr'd with the 
Marriage of Hercules and Hebe in Silver, and a large Peacock 
whofe Body was Gold, and his Tail compos'd of precious 
Stones refembling the" rtatural Colours. 

Amongft the Romans^ who held her in high Veneratioft 

^e had a Multiplicity of Names. The chief were, Luckia 

frpjpd her firi): ihewing th? Light to Infants ; Pronuha^ htr 

caufe no Marri^e was lawful without previoufly invoking 

her ; Socigpta and y»ga from her introducing the conjugal 

Yoke, and promoting matrimonial Union. Domiduca on 

Account of her bringing home the Bride ; Unxia from the 

fmointing the Door Pofts ^t that Ceremony. Gnxia from 

her unloofing the Virgin-Zone^ or Girdle ; Ferfeda^ becaufe 

.Marriage completes the Sexes j Opigena and Obfietrix from her 

aflMling Women in Labour; Populofay t>ecaufe Procreation 

peoples the World ; .an4 So/pita from her preferving the Fe* 

male; Sex. She was alfo nam'd ^iritis or Curitis, from a 

Spear. reprefented in her Statues and Medals ; Kalendaris, be- 

jpaufe ot the Sacrifices ofFer'd her the firft Day of every 

l^onth ; and Moneta froni her being regarded as the Godded 

of Riches and Wealth. 

It 4s faid when the Gods fled into l^gipt^ Juno difguis'd her 
iidf in the Form of a white Cow, which Animal was, on 
.that Account, thought to to be acceptable to h^r in her 
Sacrifices. 

Jtmo^ as the Queen of Heaven, preferv'd a good deal of 
State. Her ufual Attendants were Terror and Boldnefs, 
QafiQr and Pollux^ and fourteen Nymphs 5. but her moft 
faithful and infeparable Companion was Irii the Daughter of 
Thoumast who for her furprifing Beauty was reprefented with 
Wings, • borne upon her own Rainbow to denote her Swift- 
nefc. She was the Meflenger of Juno (i)y zs Mercury was 
of Jove\ but with this Variety, that the latter was always 
cmploy'd on peaceful Errands, and by his Office was ap- 

ff) This is not ftriftly true \ for wc find in Thmer, Iris employed by 
^Ve/^r to £orbid £it^§r irom tng^^ng »i'ah ilclilUt. 
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^^glhted to releafe the Souls of Men from that Bodies, 
whereas Iris was commonly fent on Meifages of Difcord, 
and at Deatli ("eparated the Souls of Women from their cor- 
poreal Chains («). 

This Cjoddefs waa not the moft complaifant of Wives. 
We find in Homer, that Japiter (3) was fomeiimes obiig'd to 
make ufe of all his Authority to keep her in due Subjetftion. 
When ihe enter'd into that famous ConTpiFacy againtt him, 
the fame Author relates that by Way of Punifliinent:, fhe had 
two Anvils tied to her Feet, golden Manacles faften'd to her 
Hands, and fo was fufpended in the Air orSky, where (he ho- 
ver'd on Account of her Levity, while all the Deities lodc'd 
on without a poflibillty of helping her. By this the Mythct- 
logifts fay is meant the Harmony and Connexion of the Air 
with thi. Earth, and the Inability of the Gods to relieve her 
Cgnifies, tiiat no Force, human or divine, can dilTblve the 
Frame or Texture of the Univerfe (4). According to-PuKt- 
/aninj the Temple of June at /iiht«s bad neither Doors Jior 
Roof, to denote that Java bemg the Air in which we breathe, 
<a« be inclos'd in no certain Bounds. 

The implacable and arrogant Temper of yuna once mado 
her abandon her Throne in Heaven and fly into Eubaa, 
Jupitir in vain fought a Reconciliation, till he confultei 
CiiheroH King of the Plaiieam, then accounted the wifeft of 
Men. By his Advice the God drels'd up a magnificent 
Image, feated it in a Chariot, and gave out it was PUixa the 
Daughter of Mfipui whom he delign'd to maie his Queen. 
JunoMpon tliisrduming her amient Jealoufy, attadc'd die 
mock Bride, and by tearing off its OrnamentE, found the 
Deceit, c|uieted her ill Humour, and was glad to make lip 
the Matter with her Hufband. 

Though none ever felt her Refentment more fenfibly diut 
Htreulei, he was indebted toher for his Immortality; for 



bad ni 



(2) %e>m rir^a, -June fends Jc/j to releafc the Soul of C/ii, afteiOw 
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Pallas brought him to Jupiur while an Infant, who, ^ 
Jutia was afleep, put him to her Breaft. But the Goddefi 
wakinghaftilyfomeof her Milk falling upon Heaven form'd 
the Milky Way. The reft dropp'd on the Earth, where it 
made the LHUet white, which before were of a Saffron 
Colour. 

Jiina is reprefented by Homer as drawn in a Chariot adorn'd 
with precious Stones, the Wheels of Ebony nail'd with Sil- 
ver, and drawn by Horfes with Reins of Gold; but moft 
commonly her Car is drawn by Peacocks, her favourite Bird. 
At Corinth fhe was depiflur'd in her Temple as feated on a 
Throne, crowned, with a Pomegranate in one Hand, and in 
the other a Sceptre with a Cuckoo at Top. This Statue 
was of Gold and Ivory- 

This Goddefs was no other than the Egyptian Ifis, the 
Wife oiOJirii, whom the Greeks arid Roman), on Account of 
the various Figures under which flie was reprefented, fplit 
into three or four Deities. 



CHAP. XVII. 
Of NEPTUNE. 

THIS remarkable Deity was the Son of Saturn and 
Fifla, or Ops and the Brother of Jupiter. Some fay 
he was devour'd by his Father. Others alledge his Mo- 
ther gave him to fome Shepherds to be brought up amongft 
the Lambs, and pretending to be delivered of a Faat, gave it 
inftead of him to Saturn. Some fay his Nurfe's Kame was 
j^o8 J others, that he was brought up by his Sifter T"""- 

His moft remarkable Exploit was his aflifting his Brother 

"Jupiter in his Expeditions, for which that God, when he ar- 

Tiv'd at the fupreme Power, aflign'd him the Sea and the 

I Blaiiik for his Empire, Others im:^2|vtvcV^'«^ KiTOwitQC 
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b's Fleet, or rather according to Pampbui, GeneraliJlimot 
of his Forces by Sea and Land. 

The favourite Wife of Neptune was AmphitrUe^ whom he 
courted a long Time to no Purpofe, till he Cent the Dolphin- 
to intercede for him, who fuccecding, the God in Acknow- 
ledgment plac'd him amidft the Stars. Hepiune had two other 
Wives, the one call'd Salaria, from the Salt-JVaiir, the other 
Vitnlia, from the Ebbing and Flowing of the Tides. 

Nepiunt is faid to be the firft Inventor of Horfemanfliip 
and Chariot -Racing. Hence Mithridaus King of Pamus 
threw Chariots drawn by four Horfes into the Sea in Honour 
of him, and the Ramam inftituted Horfe-Races in the Gnus 
during his Feftival, at which Time all Horfes left working^ 
and the Mules were adorn'd with Wreaths of Flowers, 
Probably this Idea of Nepiuni arofe from the famous Contro- 
verfy between him and Mina-va, when they difputed who 
fhould give Name to Cecropia. The God by ftriking the 
Earth with his Trident produced a Horfe. Pallas rais'd an 
Olive- Tree by which file gain'd the Viiftory, and the new 
City was from her call'd Athini. But the true Meaning of 
this Fable is a Ship, not a Horle -, for the Queftion really was, 
whether the Atlnniam fliould apply ihemfelves to Navigation, 
or Agriculture, and as they naturally inclined to the firft, it 
was neceflary to Ihew them their Miftake, by convincing 
them that Hutbandry was preferable to failing. However, it 
is certain Nepmns had fome Skill in the Management of 
Horfes j For we find in Pamphm, the moft antient Writer of 
divine Hymns, this Encomium of him, * That he was the 
' Benefaiflor of Mankind in beftowing on them Horfes, 
* and Ships with Decks refembling Towers.' 

When Niptuni was expell'd Heaven for his Confpiracy 
againflJuyt/Vcf, heJJed with ApuUi loLaomidon Kingof Tny; 
but he treated them differently : For having employ 'd them 
in raifing Walls round this City, in which the Lyre oi Apulia 
was highly ferviceable, he paid that Deity divine Honiurs, 
^whereas fef diCui/i'd Nepium unrewaidei, ■v)\vo,*m'^«.s«i'^%«^-. 
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(tat a vaft Sea Monfter to lay wafte the Country, to apfM^cf 
which Laomedon was forc'd to expofe bis Daughter Hefione. 

L On another Occafion this Deity had a Conteft with Vulcan 
and Mirnrva in regard to their SkilL The Goddefs as a 
Broof of ber's isoiic a Houfe, Fulcan eredled a Man, and 
HeptuMtz^xjM'^ iT^ence that Animal was us'd in the Sacri- 
fices, paid binw But it is probable, that as the Victim was 
to be black, the Dcftgn was to point out the raging Quality 
and Fury of the Sea, over which he prefided. 

. }fiftunti€j\ Utde ftiort of his Brother Jupiter in Point of 
Gallantry. . Ovid in his Epiflles has given a Catalogue of his 
Miftrefles. By Venus he had a Son call'd Eiyci Nor did he af- 
fyime left different Shapes to fucceed la bis Amours. Ceres fled 
bim in the Form of a Mare; He purfucd ia that of a Horfe; 
but it i^ Uncertain whether tbis.Upioh produced the Centaur^ 
oaird Oriofty or a Daughter. Under the Refemblance of 
the River Euipeus he debauch'd Tyro the Daughter of Salms-* 
neas^rwho bore him Pe/ias and Ne/eus, In the fame Difguife 
he begot Otbussind Epbiahes, by Efhimedia Wife of the Giant 
Alouu Melantho Daughter of Proteus often diverting hcrfelf 
by riding on a Dolphin^ Neptune in that Figure fupriz'd and 
enjoy'd her. He changed Theophane^ a beautiful Virgm, into 
an Ewe, andaiTuming the Form of a Ram, begot the golden^ 
Fleec'd Ram, which carried Phryxm to CMcis, In the Like- 
nefs of a Bird he had Pegafus by Medufa. 
. He was not only fond of his Power of transforming him- 
lelf but he took a Pleafiire inbeflowing^ it on his Favourites ; 
Proteus his Son poflefs'd it in a high Degree. He conferr'd it 
Off PiHtiim^us the Brother of Nejf or, who was at laft kill'd by 
HerculiSy as he watch'd him in the Form of a Fly. He even 
obliged his MiftrefTes with it We find an Inftance of this in 
i)f//rii the Daughter ol Erifichton, Her Fathier for cutting 
down an Oak-Grove cohfecrated to Ceres, was puniOi'd with 
fuchan infatiable Hunger, that to fupply it he was forc'd to fell 
all he hzA. His Daughter upon this intreated of her Lover 
AePpwcr of changing her FonuatP\e^uit \ fo \!cv3xVcom- 
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fometimes a Mare, a Cow, or a Sheep, her Father fold 
iier to relieve his Wants, while the Buyers were ftill cheated 
in their Purchafe. Having ravifh'd Cems, to appeafe her he 
promis'd her any Satisfaction, on which fhe defir'd to be 
■ turn'd into a Man, that (he might no more fuffer the like 
Injury. Her Requeft was granted, and by the Name of 
Cental fhe became a famous Warrior. 

Nrptunewas & confiderable Deity amongft the Grecii. He 
had u Temple in Jrcadi a by the Name of PrcdyJIiiis ; or, 
the O'uerfoiver ; becaufe at y.nna's Requeft he deliver'd the 
Country from an Inundation. He was call'd Hippiui, Hippo- 
CQurius and Taraxippus, from his Regulation of Horfeman- 
fliip. The Places moft celebrated for his Worfhip were 
T,eiiarai, Corinib and Calairia, which lall Country was pe- 
culiarly dedicated to him. He had alfo a celebrated Temple 
I at Jiomt enrich'd with many naval Trophies ; but he receiv'd 

IB fignal Affront from Aiignftus Car/ar, who puU'd down his 
Statue, in Refentment for a Teoipelt, which had difpers'd 
his Fleet and endanger'd his Life. Some think Ncptuae the 
fame witli the antient God Cen/uj worfliipp'd at Rokii, and fo 
call'd from his advifmg Remului to the Rape of the Saiinei. 

Let us now examine the mythological Scnfe of the Fable. 
The Egypiiam to denote Navigation, and the annual Return 
of the i'^rfBiVwB Fleet which vifited their Coaft, us'd the 
Figure of an OJirit carried on a winged Horfe, or holding a 
three-fork'd Spear or Harpoon in his Hand. To this Image 
they gave the Names of Pofildan ( i ) or Kiptune ( i}, which the 
I Cneki and Rainani afterwards adopted ; but which fufficiently 
prove this Deity had his Birth here. Thus the Maritime 
OJiris of the Egypiiam became a new Deity widi thofe who 
knew not the Meaning of the Symbol. 

Neptune reprefented as God of the Sea, makes a confide- 

(1) From Pajh. Plenty or provl Cons, and Jedaim, theSeaCoafti at 
llir provifion of ibe Miriiimo Countriis. 

(j) YiomUwJih. to diflurb or agilaW-, an4 eai anett., wV.^ Ioto* 
JV^/jK/, theAni*ilQS't\.e FJeet. ,. 
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rable Figure. He is def(.rib'ii with black or dark Hair, 
Garmentof ati AxureorSea-Green Colour, fealed ina large 
Shell drawn by Whales or Sea Horfcs, with his Trident in 
his Hand (3), attended by the Sea Gods PaUmen, Glaucut 
and Phortji ; the Sea Goddefles, Thtiis^ Mrlita and Pansftea^ 
and a long Train of Tritons and Sea Nymphs. In fomc 
antienl Gems he appears on Shore ; but always holding in 
his Hand the tliree-forlc'd Trident, the Emblem of his 
Power, as it is call'd by Homir, and Firgil, who have 
given us a fiiie Contrail with regard to its Ufe. The andent 
Poets all make this Inftrument of Bra/s ; the modern Pain- 
ters of Siliitr, 

(5) Some by a far-fe[cS'd AJIulior, imagine the triple Fotks of the 
Trideni reprefent (lie three-fold Power of l^ifiunc in diflurhmg, msdtrat- 
ifl^, or u/nnH;- [he Seas. OtIiershLs power Over Salt Water, lieOi Water, 
ami that of Lakes or Pools, 



CHAP. XVIII. 
Of PLUTO. 

WF now come to the third Brother of yupi/er, and not 
the leaft formidable, if we confider his Power and 
Dominion. He was like him the Son of Sa/iifn and O^*, 
and when his viiterious Brother had eftablifh'd himfelf in 
the Throne, he was rewarded with a Share in his Father's 
Dominions, which as fome Author's fay, was the Eaftcm 
Continent and lower Part of Afia. Others make his Divi- 
fion lie in the Weft, and that he fix'd his Refidcnce in Spain, 
■which being a fertile Country and abounding in Mines, he 
was efteem'd the ( 1 ) God of Wealth. 

Some imagine that his being regarded as the Raler of the 
I>iBd and King of the infernal Regions, proceeded from his 

(0 The Poets corfLiond Pfc/o the Cod of Hell with PUiui the God of 
Sicliei ; wliersas ility are two very diftinfl DeitieS) and were always fo 
-'-••r'd by chc Aatisnts, 
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teaching Men to bury the deccaa'd, and inventmg Fu* 
neraj Rites to their Honour. Others fay he was a King c^ 
the MoJq^ani m Epirui, cali'd Jtidmiui or Orcus, that he ftolfi 
Pro/irphia's Wife, and kept a Dog cali'd Cirherui, who deC" 
vorndPirillioui, and would have ferv'd tbeftus in the fame 
Manner, if Ucnuhs had not timely interpos'd to fave him. 

The Poets relate the Matter differently i They teJl us tiiat 
Tluta chagriii'd, to fee himfelf childlefs and unmarried> 
while his two Brothers had large Families, mounted his 
Chariot to vifit the World, and arriving in Skily, chanc'd 
to view Pro/crpine, with hcr Companions, gathering Flow- 
ers (z). Urged by his Paflion he forc'd her into his Charioli 
and drove her to the River Chctmrm^ through which he 
opcn'd himfelf a Paflage back to the Realms of Night. Cem 
difconfolate for the Lofs of her lo\fed Daughter, lighted two 
Torches at the Flames of Mount Mina, and wander'd 
through the World in Search of her; till hearing at lalt 
where fhe was, fhe carried her Complaint to Jupiter, who 
on her repeated Sollicitations, promis'd that Pm/erfint ihodd 
be reftor'd to her, provided fhe had not yet tailed any Thuig 
in Hell. Ore/ joyfully bore this Commiflion, and her Daugh- 
ter was preparing to return, when Afcalaphui, the Son 
of Acheron and Gorgyra gave Information, that he iaw 
Pre/^muB eat fome Grains of a Pomegranate fhe had gather'd ' 
in Piute's Orchard, fo that her Return was immediately 
countermanded. Afialaphm was for this malicious Intelli- 
gence transform'd into a Toad. But Jupiter, in order to 
mitigate the Grief of Ccres^ for her Dilapp ointment, granted 
that her Daughter ihould half the Year refide with her, and 
the other Half contuiue in Hell with her Hulband. It is 
cafy to fee, that this Part of the Fable alludes to the Cora, 
which mull remain all the Winter hid in the Ground, iji 
order to fprout forth in the Spring and produce the Harveft. 

Pluto was extremely rever'd both amongfl the Grteh and 
Jiemans. He had a magnificent Temple at /'j/w, neat "sbidi 
f li) Jn the Valky of Enaa near Mount jSlna. 
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was a Mounuin, that deriv'd Its Name from the Nym 
iUaihi, whom Proferpint out of Jealoufy at Plidto'% Famili- 
arity with her, changed into the Heib call'd Mint. Near 
the River Cardlui in Bmotia this Deity had altb an Altar in 
common with PalUi, for fome mylHcal Reafon. The 
Greeks call'd him A%eieftus, becaufe all Minh and Laughter 
were banifli'd his Dominions ; as aifo Uades, on Account of 
the Gloominefs of his Dominions. Among the Rumam he 
had the Name of Fcbi-uin from the Luftrations ufed at Fune- 
rals, and Sammansii bccaufe he was the chief of Ghofts, or 
rather the Prince of the Infernal Deities. He was alfo call'd 
the Terrcftrial or Infernal Japfier. 

His chief Feftival was in Feiruaryt and call'd Charijlia, 
becaufe Oblations were made for the Dead, at which Rela- 
tions aflifted, and all Quarrels were amicably adjufled- 
Elack Bulls were the Vi-ftims ofFer'd up. and the Ceremo- 
nies were pcrform'd in the Night, it not being lawful to fa- 
crifice to him in the Day-time (3). 

Plata is ufually rcprefcnted in an Ebony Chariot drawn by 
Four Black Horfcs, whofe Names the Poets have been care- 
ful to tranfmit (4) to us. Sometimes he holds a Sceptre to 
denote his Power, at others a ^'a W with which he commands 
and drives the Ghofts. Homer fpeaks of his Helmet, as 
having the Quality of rendering the Wearer invifible ; and 
tells us that Minerva borrow'd it when ihe fought againfl the 
^r^antf to be conceai'd from hlars. 

Let us now ieek the Mythology of the Fable in that 
Country where it firft fprung, and wc (hali find that the my- 
ilerioua Symbols of Xruth became, in the Sequel through 
Abufe, the very Sources of Idolatry and Error, Plaio was 
indeed the Funeral OJirii of the Egypiiai.s. Thefe People (;) 
ewsTY Year, at an appointed Seafon, ailembled 10 mourn 

t3) On Account of his Averfioo ip the Light, 
(4) Orfhnxiii, Mthoo, tlyftni, »nd .ilafisr. 

f j) The Jfaii rctiin'd lliii Cuflom, ai we find by the annual Lunm- 
ptlons of the Virgins over J^pia'i Uaushttt. ■ ,- ( 
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and offer Sacrifices for iheii" Dead, The Image that 
was expos'd, to denote the Approach of this Solemnity, had 
the Name of Pihuia (6) or the D^/kwonrr, becaufe they re- 
garded the Death of the Good, as a Deliverance from Evil. 
This Figure was reprefented witJi a radiant Crown, his Body 
being entwici'd with a Serpent, accompanied with the Signs 
of the Zoafntjfj to ftgnify theDuiation of one Sun, or Solar 
Year. 

to free or deliver, comes Pchntab Deliverance, whicfi 



CHAP. XIX. 
0/ PROSERPINE. 

THIS Goddefs was the Daughter of Jupiter and Certi^ 
and educated in Sicily ; from whence flie was ftolc by 
PLiOf as is related in the preceding Article. Some fay flie 
was brought up with Minerva and Diana, and being ex- 
tremely beautiful was courted both by Mars and ApalU, who 
could neither of them obtain her Mother's Confent, Jupitery 
it is faid, was more fuccefsfnl, and raviih'd her in the Form 
of a Dragon. The Pba^nieiam on the other Hand affirm 
with more Reafon, that flie was earlier known to them 
than to the Gmks or Roaans; and that it was about zoo 
Years after the Time of Ms/is, that flie was carried off by 
Jidaneus or Quia King of the Mihjjlam. 

Jufittr on her Marriage with FUtc gave her the Ifle of 
Sicily as a Dowry ; but flic had not been long in the infernal 
Regions, when the Fame of her Charms induced Ti^yJaj and 
Piritbans, to form ail Aflbciation to carry her off. They 
dcfcended by Way of Ta^narai, but fitting to reft themfelvcs 
on a Rock in the infernal Regions, ihcy could not rife again, 
but continued fixed, till Wfrcu/M dcUvcT'd lbtjtui.\ie.';-jixi* 
J7M Ov'iTje coij/j/ied enly in affiftinghU V r\£tii, aa'\iQ,\Kvi.Vi 
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Oath fi); but Pirltboui -w^s left in Durance, bccaufe^ 
had eiidanger'd himielf through his own Wilfulnefs and 
Rafliners. 

Others make Proferpinc the fame with Luna, Hicaie and 
Diana, the fame Goddefs being call'd Luaa in Heavcn» 
Diana on Earth, and Hecati in Hell, wlien flie had the Name 
of Tri/armh or Tirgamiiia. The Grcch cali'd her De/paina^ or 
the Leifyt on Account of her being Queen of the Dead. 
Dogs and barren Cows were the Sacrifices utuaily oiFer'd to 
her. 

She is reprefented under the Form of a beautiful Woman 
enthron'dj having fomething ftern and melancholy in her 
Afpeil. 

The mythological Senfc of the Fable is this : The Name 
of Pro/erpi/is, or pBrfepboni amongft the Egypiiem, was ulcd 
to denote the Change produc'd in the Earth by the Deluge 
fz), which deflroy'd its f ormer Fertility, and rend er'd Til- 
lage and Agriculture neceffary to Mankind- 

ifliHrGclioCher in gaining a MiAtefi. Piriflsiis\iii 



le Corn dellro/'d or hid. 
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CHAP. XX: ^ 

Of the Infernal Regions. 

IT is evident that the Heathens had a Notion of future 
Punilhmenls and Rewards, from the Defcriptions their 
Poets have given of Tartarui and Elyjium, though the whole 
is overloaded with Fiilion. According to Plan, jipolU and 
Opj brought certain Brazen Tablets from the hyperborieni to 
i) Joj) defcribing the Court of Pluto as licdc inferior to that 
of 'Jcvf, but that the Approach to it was exceeding difficult 
fip Account of the Rivers Acbenm^ Cocjiu:, Sijx ^.udPW'g*- 
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which it was neceflary to pafs in order to reach thcfc 
infernal Regions. 

Achirm was, according to fome, the Son of Titan and 
Terra, or as Others fay, born of Cires in a Cave without a 
Father. The Reafon aflign'd for his being fent to Hell 1^ 
that he furnifli'U the Tiiani with Water, during their War 
with the Gods. This flievra it was a River, not a Perfon ; 
but the Place of it is not afcertain'd. Some fixing it amongft 
the Cimmtr'ians nepr Mount Ci>fe ( i ), and in the Neighbour- 
hood of Crnytai ; others making it that fulphurous and ftink- 
ing Lake near Cape Mi/e«am in the Bay of Naples (2), and 
not a few tracing its Rife from the Achirufian Fen in Epimi., 
near the City of Pandofig; from whence it flows till it falls 
into the Gulf of Ambracia, 

The next "River of the Plutonian Manfions is S/;a:, though 
whether the Daughter of Oceania or Terra, is uncertain. 
She waa married to Palla: or Firas, by whom (he had HyJrd. 
To Acheron flie bore ViSary, who having aflifted Jupittr 
againft the Giann, he rewarded her Mother [3) with this 
Privilege, that the moft folemn Oath amongft the Gods 
fhould be by her Deity ; fo that when any of them were 
fufpefted of Fallhood, Irii was difpatch'd to bring the Stygian 
Water in a GMm Cup^ and if the Perfon prov'd petjur'd he 
was depriv'd for a Year of his -Nefiar s.n.^ Ambrsfia-, and 
for nine Years more, feparated from the celcftial AiTembly. 
Some place Styx near the Lake of A-uemas in Italy; others 
make it a Fountain near Noaacrii in Arcadia, of fo poifon- 
ous and cold a Nature, that it would diflblve all Metals (4), 
and could be contain'd in no Veflel. 
- Cocj/m and Pklfgethais are faid to flow out of Siyx by con- 
trary Ways, and re unite to incrcafe the vaft Channel of 

(1) On the Cnaft of Napln. 
(j) Near Cb«-. 

(]) Some (a/ it was on her own Account, for difcoverjne the ComliU 1 
nation of the Giantj againft Jupiiir. ' 

(4) li is reported ^/fjrasi/ir was poi(bn"dv»UU it llBabjlmjMA ■OmsT* 
— arried fer Chii Piirpofe in an Ab'% Hoot, 
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Aebira*. The Waters of Phligitbon were reprefented 
Streams of Fire, probabJy on Account of their hot iind fiU-' 
phurous Nature. 

— »..,.„, i 

Of the Farcte or Dejiinies, 

THESE infernal Deities who prefided over human 
Life, were in Number Tirte, and had each their pe- 
culiar Province affig.i'd, Ckiisi held the DiilafF, laciefi 
drew or (pun off the Thread, and Jrrcpsi flood ready with 
her ScilTars to cut it afuiider. 

Thcfe were three Sifters, as fome fay, the Daughters of 
yupiler and Themii, and Sifter to the Har^ or Hours i or ac- 
cording to others the Children of Ertbui and Nox. Tliey 
were Secretaries to the Gods, whofc Decrees they wrote, 

We are ijidebted to a late ingenious Writer for the true 
Mythology of thefc Charai^rs. They were nothing more 
originally than the myttical Figures or Symbols, which repre- 
fented the Months tAJaimary^ Ftbruary^ and March amongft , 
the Egyptians, They depiStur'd thefc in Female Dreflb, 
with the Inflruments of Spinning and Weaving, which was 
the great Bufuiefs carried on in that Seafon, Thcfe Images 
they call'd (i) Pare, which fignifies LiKnen Cloth, to denote 
the Manufaiture produc'd by tliis Induftry. The Greeks^ 
who knew nothing of the true Senfe of ihefe allegorical 
Figures, gave them a Turn fuitablc to their Genius, fertile 
in Kidion. 

The Percie were defcrib'd or reprefcnted in Robes of 
White, border'd with Purple, and feated on Thrones, with 
Crowns on their Heads, cumpos'd of the Flowers of the 
Na>-ci£u,. 

(1} Fiom Fare, or Partkti, a Cloth, Cutlaiti or Sail. 
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CHAP. XXU. '^M 

Of the HARPIES. ^| 

THE next Group of Figures we meet in the Shadowy 
Realms are the Harpia, who were Three in Number, 
Celeno, Adlo ami Otyfttr, the Daughters of Ocianui and 
?Vrra. They liv'd in Thrace^ had the Faces of Virgins, the 
Ears of Bears, the Bodies of Vultures, with human Arms 
and Feet, and Jong Claws. Phincm King of ArraAia, 
for revealing the Myfteries of Jupiier, was Co tormented by 
them, that he was ready to perifli for Hunger, they devour- 
ing whatever was fet before him, till the Sons o^ Boreas, who 
attended Jajen in his Expedition to Cakhis, delivered the 
good old King, and drove thefe Monfters to the Iflands 
call'd Echinadii, compelling them to fwear to return no more. 

This Fable is of the fame Original with the former one. J 
During the Months of Jpril, May, and June, crpecially thfea 
two Latter, Egypt was greatJy fubjeil to ftormy Wind^l 
which laid wafte their Olive Grounds, and brought num^ € 
rous Swarms of Graftiopers and other iroublefome Infefla I 
from the Shores of the Red Sea, which did infinite Damage -J 
to the Country. The Egyptian! therefore gave the !//ii, or » 
Figures which proclaim'd thefe three Months, a Female H 
Face, with the Bodies and Claws of Birds, and ca I'd them J 
Hamp (z) a Name which fufliciently denoted the true Senfe i 
of the Symbol. All this the Greeh realiz'd, and embeLifli'3 j 
in their Way. 

(i) Fiom Barifh, or Hanp, i noxioui Fly j « ftom Jrtib, * Ltcifl, • 
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Of CHARON and CERBERUS. 

CHARON, according to H^/o/s Theogpny, was the 
Son of EreBui and Nox, thfe Parents of the greateft 
Part of the infernal Monfters. His Poft was to ferry the 
Sou's of the deceased over the Waters of Achtren. His Fare 
was never under one Half-penny, nor exceeding Three, 
which Were put in the Mouths of the Perfons interr'dj 
for as to fuch Bodies who Were denied Funeral Rites, thetr 
Ghofls were forc'd to wafider a hundred Years on the Banks 
of the River, VirgiPs Mneid, VI. 5J0, before they could 
be admitted to a Paflage. The iJcrmonienfei alone clEum'd a 
free Paflage, becaufc their Country lay fo near Hell, Sontt 
mortal Wi(r«j alfo, by the Favour of the Gods, were allowM 
tovifit the infernal Realms, and return to Light; fuch Is 
Hereutti, Orpbt«s. Vlyffe,, 7hi/eu,, and ^w«». 

TTiis venerable Boatman of the lower World, is reprc- 
fented as a fat fqualid old Man, with a bufliy grey Beard and 
rheumatick Eye;:, his tatter'd Rags fcarcc covering his Na- 
tedrcfs. His Difpofition is mention'd as rough and morofe, 
treating all his Paflengcrs with the fame impartial Rudenefe, 
without Regard to Rank, Age or Sex. We Ihail in the Se- 
quel fee that Charm was indeed a real Perfon, and juftly me- 
rited this Charafler. 

After crolfrng the Jcherm, in a Den adjoining to the En- 
trance of Plute'z I'alace, was plac'd Ccrbcras, or the three- 
headed Dog, born oiTyfhan -and Ethidna, and the dreadful 
Maftif, who guarded thefe gloomy Abodes. Hefawn'dupon 
all who entcr'd, but devour'd all who attempted to get back; 
ifter'd him, and dragg'd him up to Earth, 
wherein ftruggUng. a Foam dropp'd from his Mouth, which 
produc'd Uie puiiyiiuus Herb, call'd AernVf or Wolf-Bane. 

I t 
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. nefi ^* 
his Bark or Howl, Hrgifs ^aeid VI. 416, and the intol- 
able Stench of his Breath, heighten'd the Deformity of the 
^iHfture, which of itfclf was fufiicicntly difagrceable. ^^ 
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Btjiad gives Or&irus 50, and Come 100 Heads ; but he 
more commonly ceprefcnted with Three. As to the reft Ii« 
had the Tail of a Dragon, and inftead of Hair, his Body 
was cover'd with Serpents of all Kinds. The dreadfulnefi 
of his Bark or Howl, Hrgifs ^aeid VI. 416, and the intol- 
lerable Stench of his Breath, heighten'd the Deformity of the 
pifture, which of itfclf was fufiidcntly difagrceable. 



CHAP. XXIV. 
0/ N O X and her Progeny, Death, Sleep, &c. 

NO X was the moft antient of the Deities, and Orphitu 
afcribes to her the Generation of Gods and Men- 
She was even reckon'd older than Cham. She had a nume- 
rous Offspring of imaginary Children, as l-y_ffa, or Madncfs, 
Eryi, or Contention, Death, SJeep and Drtami, all which (ho 
bore without a Father. From her Marriage with Ereiu 
proceeded O/d Age, Labaur, La^i, Fear, Dutit, Eoailatiatty 
Mijery, Darkntfs, Cemflaint, ObJUnaey, and Partiality, tftDit^ 
Can, Olfappainlment, Difcafc, War and Hunger. \n fllort, all 
the Evils which attend Life, and which wait round the Pa^ 
lace of Plato to receive his Commands. 

Death brings down all Mortals to the infernal Ferry. It ^ 
faid that her Mother Nox beftow'd a peculiar Care in her 
Education, and that Death had a great Affeflion for her 
Brother Semnm, or Sleep, of whofe Palace Viypl has given 
us a fine Defcription, ^neidYl 894. Somnus had fever^ 
Children, of whom Msrpheui was the moft remarkable for 
his fatyrical Humour, and excellent Talent in mimicking 
the ASions of Mankind. 

Amongft the Elian!, the Goddefs Nex, or Night, was re- 
prefented by a Woman holding in each Hand a Boy afleep, 
with ibejr Legs di/iortcd ; that iuhet ■Ri^'ftt.-^as.Wbin 
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fignlfy Sleep, that in her Left Black, to figure or reprefent 
Veatb. The Sacrifice offer'd to her was a Cock^ becaufe of 
its Enmity to Darknefs, and rejoicing at the Light. Somnui 
was ufually reprefentcd with Wings, to denote his univerfal 
Sway. 






CHAP. XXY. 

Of the Infernal Judges^ Minos, Rhadamanthus, 

and ^acu$. 

■ 

AFTER entering the Infernal Regions, juft at the 
Separation of the two Roads which lead to Tanarus 
and Elyjium, is plac'd the Tribunal of the three inexorable 
Judges, who examine the Dead, and pais ^ final Sentence 
on depart^ Souls. The chief of thefe was Minos the Son 
of Jitpitir by Europa, a^id Brother of RbaJamantbus ^d 
Sarfedan. hkpc his Father's Death the Cretans would not 
^mit him to fucce^ in the Kingdoip, till praying to Nip- 
turn to give him a Sign, that God caufed a Horfe to rife out 
of the Seai on which he obtained the Kingdom. Somq 
think this alludes to his reducing thefe IHanders to Subjedion, 
by Means of a powerful Fleet. It is added, that Jove kept 
\x\m nine Years conceal'd in a Cave* to t^ach hin^ Laws and 
the Art of Government. 

. Rhadamantbus his Brother was alfo a great Legiflator. It Is 
faid that haying Jcill'd his Brother, he fled to OEcbalia in 
Baatia^ where he married Alcmena the Widow of Apipbytrion. 
J|is Province was to judge fuch as died impenitent. 

JEacus was the Son of Jupiter by JSgina. When the Iffe 
of jEgina (focall'd from his Mother) was depopulated by a 
plague, his Father in Cpmpaffion to his Grief, chang'd all 
the Ants there into Men and Women. The Meaning of 
which Fable is, that when the Pyrates had depopulated the 
Cbuntry, and forc'd the 'People to R7 loCw^^^ -^acuj^w-. 
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njurag'd them to ccme out, and by Commerce and Induflry 
recover what they had loft. His CharaiSer for Juftice was 
fuch, tliat ill a Time of univerfal Drought, he was nomi- 
nated by the Delphic Oracle to intercede for Greece, and hij 
Prayer was anfwer'd. ^ j 

Rhadamanihm and ^atui were only inferior Judges, tho | 
firft of whom examin'd the Afiaticls, the latter the Eampeavt, 
and bore only plain Rods as a Mark of their Office. But , 
all difficult Cafes were referr'd to Miauj, who fat over tfieni 
with a Sceptre of Gold. Their Court was held in a largo 
Meadow, call'd the Field of Truth, PUto and Tully add 
Triftokmm to thefe as a Fourth Judge. 



CHAP. XXVI. 
Of T A RTA R U S, and the Eumenides or Furiesi' 

IN the RecelTes of the Infernal Regions lay ihe Seat or 
Abode of the wicked Souls, call'd Tartarus, reprefented 
by the Poets, as a vaft deep Pit furrounded with Walls ani . 
Gates of Brafs, and totally depriv'd of Light. This dread- 
ful Prifon is furrounded by the Waters of Phhgtikia, which 
emit continual Flames. The Cuftody of the unfortunate 
. Wretches, doom'd to this Place of Punifliment. is given to 
the EumeniJety or Farits, who are at once their Gaolers and 
Executioners. 

The Names of thefe avengeful Sifters were Tijiphenc, MeilL 
^d Mfg^ra ; but they went by the gejieral Apellation of 
the Turia, on account of the Rage and Difttaflion attending i 
a guilty Confcience : Of Eryiinia or Erjmii, becaufe of the 
Severity of their Punithment; and EumenidL-i, becaufe though 
cruel they were capable of Supplication, as OnJIn found by 
following the Advice of PaUm. Their Birth is fo differently 
j-elatcd, that it is impoflible to fix their Genealogy orParen- 
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an uncommon Clue to get out of the Labyrinth, which 
lion has contriv'd. 

Though the Furies were implacable, they were fufcepti- 
ble of Love. We find an Inftance of this in Tijiphonr, who 
growing enamour'd widi Cjih^mn an amiable Youth, and 
fearing to affright him by her Form, got a third Perfon to 
difdofe her Flame. He was fo unhappy to rejeil her Suit. 
on which fhe threw one of her Snakes at him, which twin- 
ing round his Body flxaiigled him. All the Confotation he 
had in Death was to be changed into a Mountain, which 
ftjll heaTi his Name 

Thefe Goddefles were fo terribl«, that it was in fome Do- 
greefacrilegious to invoke their Name. Yet however the 
Objedb of Terror, they had their Temples, as at Atbens 
near the Jirsofagus, at Cajma in Arcadia, atvl at Carmia in the 
Ptlofoncjui. But their higheft Solemnities were at tilphupa in 
)S-Airfff, where their Priefteflbs went by the Name of Hijy- 
thydie^ and the Sacrifices were perform'd at Midnight, amidft 
a profound Silence, a black Ewe burnt whole being the 
Viflim, No Wine was us'd in the Libations, but only 
limpid Water, ora Liquor made ofHoney; and the Wreaths 
us'd, were of the Flowers of the Hardffui and Crorw in- 
termix'd. 

The Mythologifts have aflign'd each of thefe Tormen- 
trcfles their particular Department, lififhetn is faid to punifli 
the Sins arifing from Hatred and Anger; Mig-cra thofe oc- 
cafionM by Envy ; and JUiio the Crimes owing to Ambition 
and Luft, Some make but one Fury, call'd Adrajiia, the 
Daughter of Jupiier and Nccijfity, and the Avenger of all 
Vice. 

The Furits are depiSur'd with Hair compos'd of Snakes, 
^nd Eyes inflam'd with Madnefs, carrying in one Hand 
Whips andiron Chains, and in the other flaming Torches, 
yielding a difmal Light. Their Robes are black, and their 
feet of Brafs, to fhew their Purfuit though flowj is ft cddy 
fUiti certain. ^H 
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^*|i it poffiWc to conceive, that after tfaia folcmn and honii 
Reprefentation, the Eumenidtt, or Furiiiy (bould be quite 
harmtels Bebigs ? And the very Deformities afcrib'd to them 
the Symbols of national Joy and RepoTe. The Egyfiitau 
us'd thcfe Figures to denote the Three Months of Autumn^ 
The Serpents was with that People, the Hieroglyphic of Life 
and Happinefs, the Torch was the publicic Indication of 3 
Sacrifice, and they plac'd two Quails at the Feet of the Fi- 
gure to fignify, that the general Security was owing to thf 
plenty of the Seafon. All this is elucidated by the Names 
of thefe vifionary Beings, Tijiphm (i), AUSa (if, and Mt- 
g^ra ( 1 ) ; which are all dcriv'd from CIrcumiianccs telaunig 
to the Vintage. 

(i) From Tfjfhan lo inikji. or to biii, «Dd T^cpniith, tbe Timeof pu^ 
inj rtie Wine into PLichers. ' 

(1) From Likit, lo %nbtr. 
(j) StomMiifra thafinkirsof the Drtgj, or Ihe cUtifyins ihe Winf. 



CHAP. XXVII. 
Of the fabulous Perfons }uiiijb''d in Tartarus. 

TH E Poets, in order to people this difmal Region, 
have plac d here the Giann or Titani, who rebefiM 
againft Jufittr^ and who are bound in cverlifting Chaini. 
They alfo mention feveral other notorious Criminals coii- 
demn'd to fufFer here, the chief of whom foUow; 

Ti'yto was the Son of Jvflter and Elara, Daughter of the 
River Orehameniui m Tkcjfaly. His Father apprehenfive of 
j^Kno's Jealoufy, it is faid, conceal'dhimin the Earth, whcK 
he grew to a monitrous Bulk- He refided in Panopaia, where 
he became formidable for Rapine and Cruelty, till Jpotla 
kiil'd him for endeavouring to raviOi Launa, though othefs 
f^y he was flain by Diana for an Attempt on her Chaftity. 
He was next fcnt to Tartaru!, and chain'd down on his Bat^ 
his Body uking up fiich a CompaCi as x,o tQN« vi\^« ^Ji\«6. 

Vv 



I 



64 Faiukus HISTORY 

In this Pofturc tWo Vultures continually prey'd on his Li^er, 
which ftill grew again as faftas it was confum'd. 
' Phkffas was the Son of Mars^ and King of the Lapitb^sty a 
People of ^hejfaly : Jfo/U having debauch'd his Daughter 
ikroMj to revenge the Injury he fet Fire to the Temple of 
DelpboSf for which Sacrilege that God killed him with his 
Arrows, and thruft him into Tartarus^ where he is fentenc'd 
to fit under a huge Rock^ which hanging over his Head 
direatens him with perpetual Deftrudion. 

Ixiott was the Son of Man znd FiJuUce^ or as others fay of 
JEthon arid Pifione, Having married Dia the Daughter of 
piomusj hepronis'dveryconfiderablePrefents to her Father 
for his Confent j but to elude the Performance, he invited 
him to a Feaft, and murdered him. Stung with Remorfe 
for the Crime he run mad, fo that Jupittr in CompaiOSon not 
only forgave him, but took him up into Heaven, where he 
had the Impiety to endeavour to corrupt Juno. Jupiter to be 
the better aflTurldof his.Wickedneis, form'd a Cloud in the 
Shape of his Wife, upon which Ixion begot the Centaurs^ 
But boafting of his Happinefs, Jo<i}€ hurl'd him down to 
Tartarus t where he .lies fix'd on a Wheel encompafs'd with 
Serpents, and which turns without ceafing. 

Sijtphus was a Defcendant of jE^/us, and married Meropij 
one of the PJeiadis^ who bore him Gtaucus, His Refidence 
'was utEpyra in PeUponefus^ and he was a crafty Man. The 
Reafons given for his Punifhment are various, though all the 
Poets agree as to its Nature^ which was to roll a great Stone 
to the Top of a Hill, from whence it conftantly fell down 
again, fo that his Labour was inceifantly renew*d (i). 

Tantalus a Phrygian Monarch, the Son of Jupiter^ and the 
Nymph Plotat had the Impiety, in an Entertainment he 
gave the Gods, to kill his Son Pelops and ferve him up as one 
of the Difhes. All the Deities perceiv'd the Fraud but 
Ceres^ who eat one of his Shoulders ; but in Compaifion to 

(i) Some make Syjipbui a Trojan Secretary, wbo was puaUh^d for di^ 
covering Secrets of State. Others fay he was a notorious Robber fcUi'd b/ 

his 
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his Fate, flie reftor'd him to Life by boiling him in a Caul- 
dron, and gave him an /v^ Arm to fupply the Defe£k. 
The Crime of the Father did not pafs unpunifh'd. He was 
placM in Tartarus^ where he was afflifled with eternal Thirft 
and Hunger, having Water and the moft delicious Fruits 
fUll within his Reach ; but not being able to tafte either> 
becaufe they vanifh'd before his Touch. O'vid IV. 445. 

SalmoHeus^ King of Elis^ Virgil^ -ffih- VI. 5S5. had the Pre- 
fumption to perfonate Jupiter^ by driving a Chariot over a 
Bridge of BraTs, and calling flaming Torches amongft the 
Speftators, to imitate Thunder and Lightning. For this he 
was doom'd to the Tortures of this infernal Dungeon. 

The Belides complete this fabulous Catalogue. They were 
the Daughters of Danaus the Son of !Belus who was cotem- 
porary with Cecrops King of Athens. This Prince who 
came from Egypt, into Greece^ cxpell'd Sthenelus King of the 
Argi<ves out of his Kingdom, and by different Wives had 
thefe fifty Sifters. His Brother Egyptus, with whom he had 
fonle Difference, pfopofed a Reconciliation, by marrying 
his Fifty Sons with their fair Coufin Germans, The Wed- 
ding was agreed, but Danaus perfidioufly dired^ed each of his 
Daughters to murder their Huibands on the Marriage Night. 
IJypermneJira alone fuffet^d Lfnceus to efcape to Lyrcea near 
Jrgos (zj. The Belides^ for this unnatural Crime, were 
cpndemn'd to draw Water out of a Well widi Sieves, and 
pour it into a certain Veffel ; fo that their Labour was with» 
out End, or Succeis. 

(2) He afterwards dethronM Danaus. 



CHAR XXVIII. 

Cf the Elyfian Fieldsj and Lethe. 

BY Way of Contraft to Tartamsy or the Prifon of the 
Wicked, let us place the ^lyfian Fields, or the happy 
Abodes of the Juft aad Good, of which V'vt^l^ oS "AV ^^ 
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In this Pofture two Vultures continually prey'd on his Lifcy 
which ftill grew again as fa(l as it was confum'd, 

PAA^aj was the Son of Mar/j and Kingodhe La frthar, a 
People of TbeJ/aly : /ffaf/o having debauch'd his Daughter 
Cernnu, to revenge the Injury he fet Fire to the Temple of 
Detpbti, for which Sacrilege that God killed him with his 
Arrows, and thruft him into Tartarui, where he is fentenc'd 
to fit under a huge Rock, which hajiging over his Head 
threatens him with perpetual Deflruftion. 

Ixhn was the Son of Min and PifidUe, or as others fay of 
.Mthan and Pifione. Having married Dia the Daughter of 
Dimiui, he promis'd very confiderable Prefents to her Father 
for his Confent; but to elude the Performance, he invited 
him to a Fcaft, and murdered him. Stung with Remorfe 
for the Crime he run mad, fo that Japiitr in Compaffion not 
only forgave him, but took him up into Heaven, where he 
had the Impietyio endeavour to corrupt Juna. Jupiitr to be 
the better affur'd of his Wickednels, form'd a Cloud in the 
Shape of his Wife, upon which Ixhn begot the Centaun, 
But boading of his Hapj.iinefs, jow hurl'd him down to 
Tartaruj, where he lies lix'd on a Wheel encompafa'd with 
Serpents, and which turns without ceafing. 

Sijipbus was a Defcendant of jEtlui, and married Mimpt, 
one of the rhiadei, who bore him Glaucut. His Refidcnce 
was AiEpyra in Fslepoiefus, and he was a crafty Man. The 
Reafons given for his Pumflimeiit arc various, though all the 
Poets agree as Co its Nature, which was Co roll a great Stone 
to the 7"op of a Hill, from whence it conftantly fell down 
again, fo that his Labour was inceflantly renew'd (i)- 

Tanialui a Phrygian Monarch, the Son of Jupitir, and the 
Nymph Flma, had the Impiety, in an Entertainment he 
gave the Gods, to kill his Son Pdops and ferve him up as one 
of the Diflies. All the Deities perceiv'd the Fraud but 
Cerei, who Cat one of his Shoulders ; but in CompaJiion to 
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Fate, Die reftor'd him to Life by boiling him in a Caul- 
dron, and gave him an Ivotj^ Arm to fupply the Defett. 
The Crime of the Father did not pafs unpuniih'd. He was 
plac'd in Tartarus, where he was affliiaed with eternal Thirft 
and Hunger, having Water and the moft deUcious Fruits 
ftiU within his Reach ; but not being able to tafte either) 
becaufe they vanifh'd before his Touch, OnjH IV. 44J. 

Salmoniu!, YJm^oi Elh^ Virgil, Ma VI. jg;, had the Pre-: 
fumption to perfonate Japitir^ by driving a Chariot over a. 
Bridge of Brais, and calling flaming Torches amongft the 
Spc£tators, to imitate Thunder and Lightning- For this he 
was doom'd to the Tortures of this infernal Dungeon, 

The Bilidii complete this fabulous Catalogue, 'i'hey were 
the Daughters of Danaus the Son of Btlut who was cotem-, 
porary with Cecreps King of iiih(»i. This Prince who. 
came from Egypt, into Greece, expell'd Sthenclm King of the 
Argi'vei out of his Kingdom, and by different Wives had 
thefe fifty Sifters. His Brother Egypivi, with whom he had 
fome Difference, propofed a Reconciliation, by rnarrying 
his Fifty Sons with their fair Coufin Germans. The Wed- 
ding was agreed, but Daimus perfidioully direiled each of hb 
Daughters to murder their Huibands on the Marriage Night. 
liypermnejira alone fufFer'd Lynceui to efcape to Lyraa near 
Argot (z). The Bilidti, for this unnatural Crime, were 
condemn'd to draw Water out of a Well with Sieves, and 
pour it into a cerUia VelTel j fo that their Labour was with>- 
out End, or Succefs. 

(2j He afterwards dstliron'd Danam. 
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1; CHAP. XXVIII. 

Of the Elyfian FiiUs, and Lethe. 
TJ Y Way of Contraft to tartaric, or the Prifon of the. 
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Wicked, let us place the Elyfian TveVfe, 
\bodes of the Jtili aad Good, of wVvict rir^il, tS ■;& '^'^ 
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zntient Poets, has given us the mod agreeable Picture, I'irgira 
JEneidVl. 63J. It were endlcf; to give all the Variety of 
Defcriptions, which a Subjedl of this Nature affords Room 
for. An eternal Spring of Flowers and Verdiire, a Sky 
always fcrenc, and fann'd by ambrofial Breezes, an unluerfai 
Harmony and uninterrupted Joy embalm'd thefe delightful 
Regions. But at the End of a certain Period, the Souls plac'd 
herereturn'd tothe World tore-animate new Bodies, before 
which they were obJig'd to drink at the Rivet Labe (i), 
whofe Waters had the Vinue to create an Oblivion of all 
that had pafs'din the former Part of their Lives. 

To ifluftratc all this complex'd Chaos of Fable, let us once 
more have Recourfe to the Egyfiian Mythology, where we 
ttatl find the whole Secret oiTari^rui and the Elyfian Fields 
unravell'd. There was near each of the Egjftian Towns a 
certain Ground appointed for a common BuriaUPlace. That 
at Memphis, as dcfcrib'd hy Diodaius, lay on the other Side 
of the Lake ^cifi//fa (i) to the Shore of which thedeceas'd 
Perfon was brought, and fet before a Tribunal of Judges 
appointed to examine into his Conduct. If he had not paid 
his Debts his Body was deliver'd to his Creditors, till hit 
Relations releas'd it, by colledliiig the Sums due. If be 
had not faithfully obferv'd the Laws, his Body was left un- 
buried, or probably thrown Into a Kind of common Shore 
c2X(A7artarm (-i,). The fame Hiftorlan Informs us, dM 
TLOit Memphis there was a leaking Veffel into which they in^ 
ccffantly pour'd fiiU Water, which Circumflance gives 
ground to Imagine, that the Place where unburied Bodies 
were caft out, was furrounded with Emblems expreffivc of 
Tortureor Rcmorfe, fucb as a Man tied on a Wheel always. 
in Motion; another whofe Heart was the Prey of a Vulture j 
and a Third rolling a Stone up a Hill with fruitlefs Toil, 
Hence the Fables of Ixianj Promeibcui and Sjfiphui. 



(j) A»o r„5 A,)„(, or OiAWsn. 

(i) From Asberii, tfia ; i.a& ijh, Man ; coniM Acberiljb, or th* Ut 
\aU ef Ma«, or Aibirii. tKat is, the uliimai, Cwiiun. 

(3) From the Cbaldjick r^rtb. Mmniiitin, doubled eomet Tar(«r*».- 
^jrurm, (hat li, an (xtraerrfinarv WdmiiiE. 
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tVhcn no Accuferappear'd againft the Deccas'd, or the Ac- 
cufer was convided of Falfliood, they ceafed to lament liini' 
and hia Panegyrick was made ; after which he was deJivcr'd 
to a certain'fevere Ferryman, who by Order of the Judges, 
and never without it, receiv'd the Body into his Boat (4) and 
tranfported it a-crofs the Lake, to a Plain embdlifh'd with 
Groves, Brooks, and other rural Ornaments, This Place 
was call'd Zliziut (;), or the Hahiiaiha of Joy. At the En- 
trance of it, was pofitcd the Figure of a Dog with three 
Pair of Jaws, which they call'd Ccrberui (6) ; and the Cere- 
mony of Interment was ended by thrice (7) fprinkling Sand 
over the Aperture of the Vault, and thrice bidding the 
DeceasM Adieu All thefe wife Symbols addrels'd as fo 
many Inflruitions to the People, became the Sources of end- 
lefs Fiftion, when tranfplanted to Greca and Reme. The 
Egyptians regarded Death as a Deliverance (8). The Boat of 
Tranfportation they call'd B«r/j (9), or Tranquility j and the 
Waterman, who was impartial in the juft Execution of his 
Office, they ftyl'd Cbarsa which fignifies Liflexibility or 
Wrath. 

C4.) Sometimei the Judges denied even their Kin^s Funeral Kites a> 
account of iheir Mir-goveinmcnt. 

(;) From Ehmiii, full Satisfsftion, or a Place of Rcpofe and Joy. 

(6) They plac'd this Image on Account of [haC Animari known Fide- 
lity lo Man. The three Heads denoted the three Funeral Cries over the 
Corpfc, which li the Meaning of the Name, from C.ri or Cn, an Excla- 
mation i and Bcr the Crave or Vault, comes drhtr at Ccrhtrui, the 
Cries of the Grave. 

(7) Injiat iir fah/irc, Hirace, Book I. Ode iS. 

(8) They call'd il FcUuiab, Allesriatior> or Deliverance. Hsi-acc hi» 
the (acne Thought. 

Ln^ri funBum faufcrcm LabiiTii:it. 

(9) From Biri, Quiet, Serenity j whence Diedsrui Sicuhj calls Cbaron'a 
Bark Biris. 

CHAP. XXIX: 
0/ A P O L L O. M 

THIS Deity makes one of the moll: confpicuous Fi-. H 
gures in the Heathen Theology, indeed uoX. iiTivoS\i* • 
from iheghrious Atrributcs afcrib'd tobim. Qi\itVB^'&afcGoio'i 
K 2 liiJ'W 
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Lights Medicine^ Verfe 2ni Prophecy, TuIIy mentions four of thi5 
Name, the moft antient of whom was the Son of P'ylcan, and 
tutelary God of the Athenians ; the Second a Son of Corybas^ 
andbojrn iu Crete ; the Third an Arcadian call'd Nomion^ from 
his bebg a great Legiflatorj and the /«/?, to whom'th^ 
greateft Honour is afcrib'd, the Son of Jupiter and Latona (ij» 
whofe Beauty having gain'd the AffeSion of the King of 
the Gods, Junoy on her difcoverinj; hex Pregnanqr, drove 
her out of Heaven, apd commanded the Serpent Pytho to 
deftroy her, from whofe Purfuit Latona fled to the Ifle of 
De/os in the Shape of a. Quail (zjy where fhe was deliver'd 
of Twins, caird Diana and Apol/oy the latter of whom foon 
after his Birth, deftroy'd the ^onfter Pytho with his Arrows 
(^3^, though fome defer the. Time of diis Vidory till he? 
came to riper Years. But Latona'^ Troubles did not 
end here,, for fllying into Lycia with, her Children, fhe was 
^^nied the Water of the Fountain Mela^ by th^ Shepherd 
Nioc/es and his Clowns, upon which flie turn'd them into 
Frogs. After fettling her Son Apol/o in Lycia^ flie return'd 
to DeloSf and Diana went to refide in Crete. 

The Adventures of Apol/o are pifetty numerous. The moft 
remarkable are, his Quarrels with Jupiter on account of the 
Death of his Son jE/cit/apius, kill'd by that Deity on the 
Complaint of Pluto, that he decreas'd the Number of the 
Dead by the Cures he perform'd. Apollo to revenge this In- 
jury kill'd the Cyclops^ who forg'd Jove's Thunderbolts, for 
which he was banifh'd Heaven, and endur'd great Sufferings 
on Earth, being forc'd to hire himfelf as a Shepherd to fj^} 
Admetus King of ^hejjaly^ during his exercifing which Offi^ce 
he is faid to have invented the Lyre or Lute, to footh hi* 

(i) The Daughter of Caut the Titan^ and Phahe, 

(2) Whence the Iflc wail caU'd Ortygia\ thpugh fome fay that A^^^f^nir 
rais'd it out of the Sea to give her Refuge. 

(3) Some affert that l^iana alTiftedhim in this Fight. 

(4.) Some give this Hiflory another Turn, and tell us that ApoUa being. 
King of the Arcaiiant^ and deposed for his Tyranny, fled to Admetfis, 
wbo gavei him the Conunand of the Coundiy lying near the River Am- 
p^ry/us, inhabittd by Shepherds^ 
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^^Trouble, In this Retirement aii odd Incident happen'd to 
him ; I'lrcary was bom in the Morning, by Noon he had 
Jearn'd Mufick, and compos'd the Tejlaiio, and in the Even- 
ing coming to Jptllo he fo amus'd him with this new Inftru-i 
ment, that he found an Opportunity to fieal his Cattle. 
jipella difcovering the Theft, and infilling on Reftitution, the 
fly Deity Hole his Bow and Arrows ; fo that he was forc'd 
to change his Refentment into Laughter (^). 

From Ihijfali^ Avails remov'd to Sparta, and fettled near 
the River Euroiai, where he fell in Love with a fair Bojr 
call'd Hyaemtbui, with whom being at Play, Zephjryi through 
Envy blew Jpo/Je& Quoit at his Head, and kill'd him on the 
Spot, To preferve his Memory, the God from his Blood 
rais'd the Flower which bears his Name (6). Though ac- 
cording to others he only ting'd with it the Violet (which 
was white before) into a Purple. Oi^iJ has given us this 
Story with his ufual Art (7). 

Cjparifui a beautiful Boy, a Favourite of JpsHa, being 
exceffively griev'd for the Death of a Fawn or Deer he lov'd^ 
was chang'd by hiri to a Cypreli Trie, which is fince facred 
to Funeral Rites. 

Apollo next vifited Lasmcian King of troy, where finding. 
Neptune in the fame Condition with hirafelf, and exil'd froni 
Heaven, they agreed with that King to furnifli Bricks to 
build the Walls of his Capiul ; but being cheated of their 
promis'd Reward, Apslh fent a Peflilence, which made great 
Havock. He alfo affiflcd Akathous in building a Labyrinth, 



\ 



(S) 7! Bivu oUm, nifircdiiiigt, 
Pir d^lu« amtlai. fMirum mhad 
r<,cc dm Urr,i, Viduos Pharelra 

Rlfit Apollo. Ho!-Bi. Lib. I. Ode X. 1. la. 

I) The Hyacinlh or Viokt. 

(7) lelU dum viro mrmeraatur Apoilinis ore, 

DiSmt tjfe Crnr • Tirmju mliHlitr Ofirt 

//si erilur ; firmamju CBfil,jaam Lilia : Si nsa 
Parpurtui nhr buu, Argnlem rjftt in illis. 
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in which was a Stone on which he us'd to repofrt his Lyn, 
which emitted an harmonious Sound on the llighteft Stroke. 

Though /ffollo was dillinguifli'd for his Excellency in 
Mufick, yet he was extremely jealous of Rivallhip on this 
I Head. It was on this Account the Mufes were under his 
I immediate Proteflion (i), and the Graftiopper was confe- 
r trated to him by the Athenians on account of its Harmony 
(g). We find Midat King of Phrygia being conftiluled Judge 
between him and Pan, who pretended to vye with htm for 
Harmony, and giving Judgment for the latter, rewarded 
with a Pair of Affes Ears, to point out his badTafte ('loj. 
&f/i/ has defcrib'd this Story in an agreeable Manner. Iinaj, 
who exceil'd all Mortals in Mufick, prefuming to fing with 
jipalh, was punifh'd with Death ; nor did Marjyas the Satyr 
efcape much better, for having found a Fiute or Pipe which 
Minerva threw away j'l i^ he had the Vanity to difpute the 
Prize with Apulh, who being decreed Vjftor, hung up his 
Antagonift on the next Pine Tree, and flea'd him alive j 
but afterwards changed hinx into a River, which falls into 
the Meander, 

This Deity was fo (kill'd in the Bow, that his Arrows 
were always fatal. Pythrns and the CycUfi experienc'd their 
Force. When the Giant lityui cndeavour'd to ravifh Diana^ 
he transfix'd and threw him into Hell, where two Vultures 
■ prey on his Liver. Niobe the Daughter of Tantalui and Wife 
ai Amfhion^ being happy infeven Sons, and as many Daugh- 
ters, was fo foohfh as to prefer herfelf to Latina. This fo 
enrag'd ^follQ and Diana, that the former flew her Sons with 
his Darts, and the latter kill'd her Daughters in the Embraces 
of their Mother, whom Jupitir in Compaflion to her inccf- 

(K) He was fhe Prefident of the Mufes, as the Cod al Poelry. 

(9) The Grecian Poets celebrate (he Graftiopper as a very inulical In- 
feA, ihaiflngsamongfllhe higheft Brmcliei of iheTrecvi fo (h^t it murt 
have been a vary diftbrent Creature from ihe Gralhoppec kriown 10 u£. 
See the Note* in Cosfr'i Htfisd. 

(10) OT.;JBookXI. Fab. 111. 1. 90. 

, (ti) Becxafcas fbe blew il, feeing hetfelC in a Fountain, Ih; round it 
L Aiorm 'rf bc[ Fate. 
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iant Grief, tutn'd into a Stane, whidi AUl emits Moiftura 

inftcadofTearsf'iz;. \ 

The true Meaning of ths Fable of Nioht is this j it fignit 
fy'd Che Annual Inundation of Egypt. The AftronC (he o£i 
fcr'd to Lataisa was a Symbol, to denote the Neceflity flio 
laid that People under of retreating to the higher Grounds. 
The 1+ Children of Niabc are the 14 Cubits, that mark'd tho 
Increale of the NiU (i-^). Apollo z.aA Diana killing then* 
with their Arrows, reprefents Labour and Induftry Qvercom- 
ing thefe Difficulties, after the Retreat of the Flood. NhUi 
being turn'd to a Stone, was owing to an Equivocatioaa 
The Continuance of Niolit was the Prefervation of Egypt} 
But the Word Selau, which fignify'd Safety, by a finall Al» 
tcracion (Stla^J exprefs'd a Stone. Thus Nioit became s 
real Perfon metamorphos'd to a Rock. 1 

jSpf/iia refembled his Father Jafittr, in his great Propenfity 
to Love. He fpent Ibme Time with Venut in the lile of 
RboJii, and during their Interview it is faid theSkyrain'd 
Gold, and the Earth was cover'd with Lillies and Rofes. His 
moft celebrated Amour was with Daphne, (the Daughter of 
the River Puuui) a Virgin allheffaly, who was herielf pre- 
pofTe&'d in Favour of Ltucifpui, a Youth of her own Age. 
Apollo, to be reveng'd on his Rival, put it in his Head to dif- 
guifc himfelf amongft the Virgins who went a Bathing, 
who difcovering the Deceit, ftabb'd him. After this the 
God purfucd Dapine, who flying to preferve her Chaftity, 
was, on her Intreatics to the Gods, changed into a Laurel 
(i4-J, whofe hezvesApelU immediately confecratcd to bind 
his Temples, and made that Tree the Reward of Poetry. 
The Nymph SoUna, ratlier than yield to his Suit, threw 

(11) OWJBookVI. 1.310. ' 

(13) The Statue ol N.I, in the TmllerU, it Farii, h« 14 Childrt*. 
ptac'd by it, CO denote thefe Cublis, 

[14) Ovid, Book I, 556. 

Hifnitch-J at Love, jt^JJJird iii Jraa uiit ^^%. 
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' ' feerfelf into the Sea, for which he render'd her immolfli^^ 
Nor was he more ruccefsful in his Courtfhip of the NyiUjlh 
Caftalla, who vanifh'd from him in the Form of a Fountain, 
* -which wa5 afterwards Tacred to the Mufes (i^). He de- 
bauch'di^ncii/iscDaughtef of Orcamus, King of Bahyhn^ in 
die Shape of her Mother Eurynome. Clyiie her Sifter jealous 
«f her HappineCi dilcover'd ilie Amour to their Father, who 
order'd Ltueeihat to be buried alive. Her Lover, in Pity to 
her Fate, pour'd Neflar on the Grave, which turn'd the 
Body into the Tree, which weeps the Gum cali'd Fraiikin- 
cenfe. He then abandon'd C/j/wwho pin'daway, continu- 
ally looking on the Sun, till flie became the Hilhlmpe or 
Sun- Flower (id). 

. Of the Children of Jp^tlo we (hall fpeak mort at large in 
the following Seftion. 

JpoUa had a great Variety of Names, either taken from 
his principal Attributes, or tlie chief Places where he was 
worlhipp'd. He was call'd Pbrehui on account of his Spkniiar, 
and Dclius, either for his revealing Things conceal'd, or his 
being born at Deles, He was rtil'd P^an from his killing the 
Python ( 17). Naiaiui and AgrisHS, from his feeding of Cattle 
and making Laws i Cynihiui from Mount Cyinbiui in Dilos, 
The Latini call'd him Sol. 

The principal PJaces where he was worfhipp'd were Chry- 
Jus, femJn!, Cy/Ia^ Cyrrha^ Peiro'a, Garoi, M^a, a City in 
Lyria, at Mi/tiui, and amor^gft the M^amans, from all which 
Places he was denominated. He had an Oracle and Temple 
at Tfgyra, near which were two remarkable Fountains, cali'd 
the Pa/itx and the 0/jt/, on account of the Sweetnefs and 
Tranlparency of the Water. He had an Oracle at Delei for 
Six Months in the Summer Seafon, which for the reft of the 
Year was remov'd to Paiara in Lycta, and thefe Removals 

(15) Thence Mll'd Caflu/i'fls SLften. 

<i6) Ovid, Book IV. loj. 

(17) During thiiAflian, it ii raid his Mother Zdrgotf and Cunaencon- 

rag-dhim with cr/fng out h Pieait I h P«» / which Words became »lter- 

■ v/atds Bs'din Ml Itiumphs and Ovations. 
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"ipfcre made with great Solemnity, But his moft celebrated 
Temple was at Dclphoi (iS), the Origina] of which was 
thus : jipolh being inftru<3ed in the Art of Divination by 
Fan the Son of Jufiier, and the Nymph ThymhHi, went to 
this Oracle, where at that Time Tbenh gave her Anfwersi 
but the Serpent /">'*» hindering him from approaching the 
Oracle, he flew him and fo took PofleiEon of it. His Tem- 
ple here, in ProccG of Time, became fo frequented, that 
it was call'd the Oracle of the Earthy and ali the Nations aivj 
Princes in the World vied with each other in their Munifi- 
cence to it. Crx/at, King of Lyjia gave at one Time a 
Thoufand Talents of Gold to make an Altar there, Pba- 
iarii the Tyrant of ^p-igcatum prefented it a brazen Bull, a 
Maftcr-piece of Art. The Refponfes here were delivered ,,^ 
byaVirginPrieftefs ( 19) call'd f>fii«, or f i^iaj, plac'd on a / 
Tripos (jo), or Stool with three Feet, call'd a!fo Coriina from 
the Skin of the Python with which it was cover'd. It is un- 
certain after what Manner thefe Oracles were deliver'd, 
though CUert) fuppofes the Piihcne/i was infpir'd, or rather 
intoxicated by certain Vapours which afcended from the 
Cave. In I'aly, Apolh had a celebrated Shrine at Mount 
SQraile, where his Priefts were fo remarkable for Sanflity, 
that they could walk on burning Coals unhurt. TheSomflff/ 
erefted him many Temples. After the Battle oi jf^ium, 
which decided the Fate of the World, and fccur'd the Em- 
pire to Augujiui^ this Prince not only built him a Chapel on 
that Proniontary, and renew'd the folcmn Games to him ; 
but foon after raia'd a moft magnificent Temple to him on 
Mount PaUtiiftin Rome, the whole of Clarion Marble. The 

(i!) In Bauia, fupposM by the AnlienM to lye m the Centre of the 
World, becauft >fT>-r hiving 3t one Time Tent out (wo Eagl". one '" 
the Weft and iho other Eaftwsid, they met here, in Memory of whicha 
gol'^'Hi Eigle was depoliled in the Temple. 

(19} Some fay ihit the Fyfio-./i being once debauched, the Oracles 
were afwrwards delivered by »n old Woman in the Drefs of a ycung 
Miid, 

(10) Authors rar/ aj (o Die 'X^'fn, feme msWnt***'^'^'''^"''^'"'^*'^ 
the Pridteft buL 'd, „ 
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Gates were of Ivory exquifitely carved, and over the Froif- 
tifpiece was the Solar Chariot and Horfes of mafly Gold. 
The Portico contained a noble Library of the Greek and 
Latin Authors, Within, the Place was decorated with noblo 
Paintings, and a Statue of the God by the famous Scopas^ at- 
tended by a Gigantic Figure in Brafs Fifty Feet high. In 
In thfe Area were four Brazen Cows, reprefenting the Daugh- 
ters of Pratus King of the Jrgives^ who were changed into 
that Form for prefuming to rival Jum in Beauty. Thefc 
Statues were wrought by Myron, 

The ufual Sacrifices to j^ polio ^ were Lambs ^ Bulk and Oxeir,, 
The Animals facred to him were the Wolf^ from his acute- 
nefs of Sight ; the Croiu from her Augury, or foretelling the 
Weather \ the S^an from its divining its own Death ; the • 
Ha^k from its Boldnefs in Flight; and the Cock from its 
foretelling his Rife. The Grajho^per was alfo reckon'd agree- 
able to him on account of its Mufick. Of Trees, the Laurel^ 
Palm, Oli've and Juniper^ were moft in Efteem with him. 
All young Men, when their Beards grew, confecrated their 
Locks in his Temple, as the Virgins did theirs in the Tem- 
ple of Diana ' 

The four great Attributes of Jpollo were Di'vination, Heal- 
ing, Mufick, and Archery ; all which manifelHy refer to the 
Sun. Light difpelling Darknefs is a Itrong Emblem of Truth 
diflipating Ignorance: What conduces more to Lfe and 
Health than the Solar Warmth ? Or can there be a jufter 
Symbol of the Planetary Harmony than Apolk^ (21) Lyre? 
As his Darts are faid to have deftroy'd the Monfter Python^ 
ib his Rays dry up the noxious Moifturc, which is pernici- 
ous to Vegetation and Fruitfulnefs. 

The Perfians^ who had a high Veneration for this Planet, 
ador'd it by the Names of Mitbra and Orojmanes. The 
Egyptians worfliippM him by thofe of OJiris and Orus^ and 
from their Antiquities, let us now feek fome lUuftration of the 
JBirth and Adventures oi Apollo. 

(2j) The r^Ycn Strin^i of which arc (aid to rc^ttfcrvt>3c«l«HWi^N*j^. 
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The Ifis, which pointed out the Nminema or Monthly Fef- 
tiva! before their annual Inundation, was the fymbolical Fi- 
gure of a Creature with the upper Part of a Woman, and 
the hinder of a Lizard plac'd in a reclining Poflure. This 
they call'd Leta (22), and us'd it to figmfy to the People the 
NeceJlity of laying in the Provifions of Oli'ves, parch'd Com, 
and fuch other Kinds of dry Food, for their Subfiftencc dur- 
ing the Flood. Now when the Waters of the Nile decreas'd 
time enough to allow them a Month, before the Entrance of 
the Sun \nlQ Sagitarias, the Egyfiiian Farmer was fureof Lei- 
iiire enough to furvey and fow his Ground, and of remain- 
ing in abfolute Security rill Harveft. This Conqueft of the 
Nile was reprefented by an Oras, or Image arm'U with Ar- 
rows, and fubduing the Moniler Python, This they cali'd 
On, (13), or ^}jUb (2^). The Figure of JJis above-men- 
tion'd, they alfo iVyl'd D^ione, or Diana (2i;J, and they 
plac'd in her Hand the ^ai/, a Bird, which with them was- 
the Emblem of Security (26J. ; 

Thefe Emblems carried by the Phietilciitits into Gnect,. 
gave Rife to all the Fable o( Latsna, perfccuted by the Pytbev^- 
and flying to Di!as in tlie Form of a Quail, where Ihc bore 
Orui and Diontf or Jpollo and Diana, Thus (as on former 
Occafions) the Hieroglyphicks, only defign'ii to point out 
the regular Feftivals, and 10 inftruft the People in what they 
were to do, became in the End the Objefls of a fenfe!e& and 
grofs Idolatry. 

When Tyre was befieged by Altxandcr^ the Citizens boun i 
the Statue of J!pdh with Chains of Gold; but when that 
Conqueror took the Place he reieas'd the Deity, who thence 
obtain"d the Name of Philaxanirai, or the Friend of dlex- 
andir. At Rbnde!, where he was worlhipp'd in a peculiar 

(si) YmraUm, or Ui'nb, 3 Lisfd. 

(11) From Horci the Dolltoyer or Waller. 

(14) ><po.VafisnLfin the fame. 

(a;) From Dn, Sufficiency j tomes Dnonc, Abundance. 

{16) Silavc in iho Fb^miian fisnifics Stcuriiy, » alfo a ^w// j henca 
Ihey ut'd tile Quail lo ligniry the Thirs. Ilw LsIin'Hcnaa.^iklu wAr, 
Stitii are derir 'd (com hence. 
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Manner, there was a ColofTa] Image of him at the M01 
of the Harbour feventy Cubits high (zj). 

Fhaim fiS) was very differently reprefented in different 
Countries and Times according to the Charatiter he aiTum'd. 
To dcpi^ure the Sun the Ptrfsam us'd a Figure with the 
Head of a Lion, cover'd with a 7iara, in the PerftanGaih^ 
and holding a mad Bull by the Horns i a Symbol plainly of 
Egyptian Original. TTie latter People expreia'd him Tome- 
timca by a Circle with Rays; at other Times by a Sceptre, 
with an Eye over it. 

Under the Character of the Sun, ^palh was depidcd in a 
Chariot drawn by four Horfes, whofe Names the Poets have 
taken Care to give us as well as thofe of Plata f'agj. The 
Poets feign'd each Night, that he went to ^eft with Tlfttu 
in the Ocean, and that the next Morning the Hours got 
ready his Horfes for him to renew his Courfe, f fee Cambray'a 
IFclimaque for a PiflureJ and unbarr'd the Gates of Day. It 
is no Wonder they have been lavjfh on a Subject, which 
affords fuch extenfive Room for the Imagination to difplay 
itfelf, as the Beauties of the Sun-rifing. When reprefented as 
Lihrr Pattr (^oj, he bore a Shield to fhew his Proteftion of 
Mankind. At other Times he was drawn as a beardlefi 
Youth, his Locks diftievcH'd, and crown'd with Lawrel, 
holding a Bow in his Right-Hajid with his Arrows, and the 
Lyre in his Left. The Palace of the Sun has been admi- 
rably defcrib'd by OwV, as well as his Car, in the fec( 
Book of his Mtiamorphojis, 



(17) We Ihall Tpeah of Ihis hereafter. 
(28) FramPiui, the Source, and o* Ihe Overflowing. 
tit UuntUiicn, tho ^mrpf/flBiexpreffinRtfieinnualExcefsof ihe A',/- by' 
s Sun witb a River proceeding from iii Moulli. 
(19) PyroHi, Essi, ^(AoB, and Pt/.gn. 
(30) f'irgil givts him thia Nanie in Iiis firrt Ccoreic ; 

r„, cli.rijjim„ Mumli 

Lumiva, laieKlim cxlo ftii Jsiin's ar.ni-"i. 
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C H A P. XXX. 

0/ the Sons cr Offspring of Apollo, JEfculapius, 
Phaeton, Orpheus, Idmon, Ariftseus, fc?f. 

AS jlfslh was a very gallant Deity, fo he had a very nu- 
merous Iffue, of which it is neceflary to give fomff 
Account, as they make 3 confiiierable Figure in poeticar ' 
Hiftory. The firft and moft noted of his Sons was Mfca^ 
lapitti, whom he had by the Nymph Ccnms. Some fay that 
Jpollo fliot his Mother, when big with Chi^d of him, on ac-r 
count of her Infidelity ; but repenting the Fad fav'd the In- 
fant, and gave him to Chinn to be inftruijfeil ( tj in Phyfick:.. 
Others report, that as King Pbiegyai her Father was carry- 
ing her with him into Feh^onnrjiis, her Pains furprlz'd her on 
the Confines of EfiJ/iun'a, where to conceal her Shame fllft 
expos'd the Infant on a Mountain. However this be, under ^ 
the Care of his new Mafter, he made fuch a Progrefs in thc^ ' 
Medical Art, as gain'd him a high Reputation ; fo that ho^ 
was even reported to raife the Dead. His firft Cures were 
Wrought upon 4/^!tj King of EpUaurui, and ^unts King of 
Daunia, which laft was Uoubled with fore Eyes. In Ihort, 
his Succcfs was fo great, that Plato who f;!w die Number, of 
his Ghofts daily decreafe, complain 'd to JufiUr, who kill'd 
him with his Thunder-bolts, 

Gccra reckon! up three of this Name. The firft the Son of 
Jfof/a worfliipp'd in Arcadia, who invented the Probe, an4 
Bandages for Wounds ; the Second the Brother of JW^rfajy, 
kill'd by Lightning ; and the Third the Son of Jrfifpus aoA 
Arfiane, who firft taught the Art of Tooth-drawing and 
Purging. Others malce Mfculapiui an Egyptian King of 
Mempbii antecedent by a thoufand Years to the Mfcalafiiti of- 

( I ) Cvii, mho relates [he Slor^ of Cunnh hii ftncifuJ W>y, •jH\% u»^ ■ 
Ihac Cu'vui, o[ tliefliT-fn, who difcovcr'dlisr Aindii , \iai ^j-j JloUii,\*» 
VtMhert clWDj'd/Kim Black la H'biit. 



I 



iem*^^ 



L 



80 Tabuhm HISTORY 

Fa^cr Thxhas, who receiv'd him with great Tenderr 
and to allay his DilqiUctude, fwore by Siyx to grant what- 
ever he requefted, as a^ark of his acknowledging him for 
his Son. Phaciw boldly ask'd the Direftion of the Solar 
Chariot for one Day. The Father at once griev'd and fur- 
priz'd at the Demand, us'd all Arguments in vain to difiuade 
iim from the Attempt ; but being by his Oath rcduc'd to 
fubmit to bis Obftinacy, he gave him the Reins, with the 
beft Direflions he could how to ufe them. The Ambitioa 
of our young Adventurer was too fatal to himfelf. He loft 
his Judgment and Way together, and Jupiter, to prevent 
his fetcing the World on Fire, was oblig'd with his Thun- 
derbolts to hurl him from his Seat into the River EriJanKt, 
or Pe. His Sifters Pbuithufa, Lanipitia and Pb^ht lamented 
his Lofs fo incefliuuly upon the Banks, that the Gods chang'd 
them into Black Poplar Treei, whofe Juice produces the Elic 
trum, or jimher. Cyenus King of Ligiiria, no !efs griev'd for 
his Lois, was chang'J into a Stuan, a Bird which became 
after facred to J^folh. This Story makes a very confiderable 
Figure in Q'viii[-])i who has out-done himfelf on this Subjefl, 
A late Author offers an ingenious ConjciSure, with Re- 
gard to this Fable (8). Linncn-Cloth was the great Manu- 
hSvscK of Egypit and the Bleaching of it confequently of 
great Importance. The Hurui^ or Image, expos'd for direfl- 
ing this, was a Youth with Ray^ round his Head, and a 
Whip in his Hand, featcd on an Orb, to which they gave 
the Name of Pi>eetaa(c}), and Btn Climmah (10). Probably 
the Months of JWaji, June, and July^ were the three Sifters 
of Pituien, becaufe during thefe Months they waihed their 
Llnnen wiute, of which Cycnui^ or the Swan, the Friend of 
Phatim, is a forther Symbol. Now as the Word Jlbanail, 

(7) Ov!J Xfcctmitrfh, Lib, H. in inclpio. 

(8) La Flutbt Hill. de-Ckux. 

(9) From Pit the Month j and Eiea Lianm, it made Plutiss ; thai ii 
tbelndiaion of the Linnen. works, 

(10) Sm-Climmalit (he Son «{ Hot'Weithcr. Hence the Story of 
Haerm't burning the World, 
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applied to thefe Months ('ii^, fignifies alfo Faph 
gave Rife to this Metamorphofis. 

Orphius was the Son oi Ph<ebas, by the Muft CaiHafe ft Z J. 
He was born in Tiran, and refided near Mount RboJopn 
where he married Enrydiciz Princefs of that Country. Arifitut 
a neighljouring Prince who fel! in Love with her, attempted 
to furprize her; and in her Flight, to efcape his Violence, 
fhe was kill'd by the Bite of a Serpent. Her difconfolat^ 
Hufband was fo aiFedted at his Lofs, that he defccnded byi- 
the Way of Tirnarui lo Hell, in order to recover her. As, 
Miific and Poetry were to him hereditary Talents, he ex-, 
erted them in fo powerful a Manner, that Pluta and Pm/a- 
fitic were fo far touch'd, as to reftore him his belov'd Con-,'' 
fort on one Condition, that he Jhould not look back on her, 
till they came to the Light of the World. His impatient 
Fondnefs made him break this Article, and he loft her for 
ever. Griev'd ather Lofa he retir'd to the Woods and Fo- 
refts, which it is faid were feafible of his Harmony (^%). 
But the M/enaic! or Baecbar, cither incens'd at his vowing a 
widow'd Life, or as others fay, inftigated by 5affAo/i whofe 
Worlhip he negleifted fi^J, tore him in Pieces, and fcat- 
ter'd his Limbs about the Fields, which were collefted and 
bury'd by the Ma/trt. His Head and Harp, which were caft 
into tlie Heirui, were carried to i^yZw^ and the former in- 
tert'd there. His //nr^wastranfportcd to. the Skies-, where 
it forms one of the Conftellations. He himfelf was chang'd 
into a Swan, and left a Son cali'd Mtibon, who founded 
in thract a City of his own Name. Ovid has given us this 
whole Story ('s)* but contrary to his ufual Mechod, has 



(ill jilhMiaib, or Lrhamib, fignifies itis whitenirg Fields, or Yatdi 
for Bleaching. 

(ii) Same make faim [he San of Oeagras and Caltitpi. 

(13) O'Bii Meiem. Ub. XI. in incipio. 

( r4.) Oilier] [ay by I'caui, on account of his defpirmg her Itltes, and 
thsc ihc Nymphs, excited by her, lore him in Pieces, in Aruggling wtic 
Oiaulil have him. 

(is) In bi$}Cth and XI[h Books. 
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broke the Thread of it, by hiterrperfing it in different Pi 
of his Work. 

It is certain that Orphent may be plac'd as the earhefl Poet 
of Gricci, where he firft introduc'd ilfranamy, Di-viiity, Ma' 
Jlck and Peltry, all which he had learn'd in Egypt. He wrote 
many Volumes in natural Philofoph/ and Antiquities (iS), 
of which on!y a few imperfeiS Fragments have cfcaped the 
Rage of Time. In his Book of Stints he fays of himfelf, 

* he could underftand the Flight and Language of Birds, ftop 

* the Courfe of Rivers, overcome the Poifon of Serpents, 

* and even penetrate the Thoughts of the Heart (\-])' 
Let us fcek the Origin of this Fable once more in Egyfi^ 

the Mother Country of Fidion, In July, when the Sun 
entet'd Leo, the Nile overflowed all the Plains. To denote 
the publick Joy at feeing the Inundation rife to its due Height, 
they exhibited an Harui, or Youth playing on the Lyre or 
Sijlram, and fitting by a tame Lyon. When the Waters did 
not increafe as they ihouM, this Vorui was reprefented 
flretch'd on the Back of a Lyon as dead. This Symbol 
they call'd Ortph^ or Orpheus ft Sj, to fignify that Agncul- 
ture was then quite unfealbnable and dormant. The Songs 
they amus'd themfelves with at this dull Seafon, for Want 
of Exercife, were call'd the Nynm of Orfiait, and as Huf- 
bandry rcviv'd immediately after, it gave Rife to the Fable of 
Orpbeui returning from Hell. The I/is plac'd near this H»rms, 
they call'd £Bri.^« ("19^, and as th-s Gntki took all thefc 
Figures in the literal and not the Emblematlcat Senfe, they 
made Eurydiet the Wife of Orphtus. 

(16) He wrote* Book of f/rmni andTre^lifcs on the Qeneration of the 
Elemenis ; on the Gianti Wai j on the Rape of Pr-Jtrpifti ; on the L«. 
boars of iUrciila ; ot Stones j on the Riiet and Myfterioi of the 
Egypi.aM. 

{ 17) This probably gave Rife lo the Fahle of hii nuking Rock) and 
Foretti move to his Lyie. 

( it) From Oripb, Occiput, or the back Part of the Head. 

(19) Fiomfri, a Lyooj and £».>«. tatneo, \i fotmei E'Uaia, Eur j- 
' c Lyoa tamed, 1, r. the Vialencc, «r Kagc of the Inundation 
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' -^Jnum was the Son of J^pulit by Jflmf, and attended the 
Jrgmaictt in their Expedition to Colchoi^ being fam'd for his 
Skill in Augury ; but wandering from his Companions^ as 
they occafionally landed, he was kill'd by a wild Boar. 

Another of the Children of ,^/i»/i'o was Aibk/, wfiomhehad 
by the Nymph Ttrpfidinre, He was born at Ihthti, and emi- 
nent for Learning, if it be true that thamjriij Orpbeas, and 
Hercules, were all his Scholars. Some fay he was flain by 
the latter for ridiculing him ; but if Orphiut (as others af- 
firm) liv'd 100 Years before Htrcuhs, it is rather probabl* 
that Linui was the Difciple of Orphcm- However this be, 
LinKi wrote on the Origiu of the World, the Courfes of 
the Sun and Moon, and the Production of Animals ; but 
of thefe not the leaft Fr^ments remain. 

After all, Linui v/2s only an Horui, or Symbol of the Egyp- 
liani, which the Griih, according to Cuftom, perfonated. 
At the End of Autumn or Harvcft, the Egypiiani fell to their 
Night-work of making Lirmcn -Cloth (lo), and the Figure 
then expos'd was call'd ii»u/ (21), and denoted the fitting 
up or watching during the Night. 

Arijlieui was the Son of ^plh by Cyrim, a Virgin Nymph, 
who us'd to accompany him in hunting, and whom he firft 
fell in Love with on feeing her encounter a Lyon, He was 
born in Lihia. He receiv'd his Education from the Nym^bi, 
who taught him to extrad Oil from Ohves, and to make 
Honey, Chcefe and Butter; all which Arts he communi- 
cated to Mankind, On this account he was regarded as a 
rural I^lky, From jifrita jie pafa'd into Saniiaia and Sicily^ 
from whence he travell'd into thraa, where Baccbai initiated 
him in his Myfieries. We have already mention'd how his 
Palfion occafion'd the Death of Eurydia, to revenge which 
the Wood-Nymphs deftroy'd his Bee -Hives. Conccrn'd at 
this Lofs he advis'd with his Father, and was told by the 
Oracle, to facrifice Bulls to appeafe her Shade ; which Coun- 

(xo) ThiswiBtheit chief Ma nufafture. 

{11) LiBiri, from tjFn, to waicb, whence out Vfoid Lini«ii,*«W.ia, ■io* 
8VJ> lot the Trie of doing it, - _ 

M z ^ 
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fel following, the Bees which iflued from the CarcafTes fully 
Supplied the Damages he had fviftain'd ^22^. He died near 
Mount Hirmui, and was deify'd on account of the Services 
he had done to Mankind by his ufcful Inventions. He was 
alfo honour'd in the Ific of Caos, for his calling the Eiifian 
Wmdi to relieve them in an excefllve Time of Heat. Uersr 
dolus fays, tliat he appeared at Cyzicum after his Death, and 
three Hundred and forty Years after, was feen in Iia/y at 
Mctaponium, where he injoin'd the Inhabitants to ereft a 
Statue to him near that of /iftlh, which 011 coufulting the 
Oracle, they performed. 

C'fi^c was the Daughter of Phabut by Ptrfii, the Child of 
Oceavui, and a celebrated Sorcerefs. Her firft Hufband was 
a King of the Sarmai^y whom fhe poifon'd, for which (he 
\ns expell'd the Kingdom, and fled to a Promontory on the 
Coafl of fufiany, which afterwards took her Name. Here 
Jhe fell in Love with Glaueui, one of the Sea Deities, w^o 
preferring Uylla to her, Ihe chang'd her into a S?a Monfter. 
Pkm, King of the Lathn, her next Favourite, for rejeft- 
ing her AddrelTcs, was metamorphofed into a WanJptcker. 

The moft remarkable of CtVcf's Adi'entures was with 
Vlyffii. This Prince returning from ^rey^ was caft away on 
her Coaft, and his Men, by a Drink (he gave them, trans- 
form'd to S''xine and other Bealls. Vlyjjti was preferv'd by 
Mtr(wj, who gave him the Herb Utiy, to fecure him from 
her Inchantments, and inftruiied him when (he attempted to 
touch him with her Wand, to draw his Sword, and make 
her fwear by Siyx (he would ufe him as a Friend, otherwife 
he would kill her. By this Means he procur'd the Liberty 
of his Companions, and continued a Year with Crtt, who 
bore him two Children, wa. jigriui and Lalinus. Circe had 
a Sepulchre in one of the Ides call'd Pbarmacaja; nearSalanit, 

Circe was no Other than the Egyptian ifii, whofe Horus. or 
pttending Image, every Month affumlng fome different 

H tle^ansij and Proprietjr, 
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foitn, as a human Body, with the Heads of a Lyon, Dog, 
Serpent, or Tortoife, gave Rife to the Fable of her chang- 
ing Men by her Inchantmems into thefe Animals. Hence 
the Egyftians gave her the Name of Circi, which fignifies the 
Enigma, or myfterious Wrapper. 

Jpallo haJ many other Children. Mthafa the Daughter of 
'Nepiujte bore him Etufhtrui, By E-oaJne he had Janus : By 
Atria, Miielus, Oaxa and Arabui, who gave his Name td 
Arabia : By Melia he had Ijmemus and Tanarui. By Aghia^ 
Ihrfior i by MantQ, Mopfus 5 by Amtbrippi, Chim ; by JcbaM 
he had DtJphas, and many others too tedious to enumerate. 



CHAP. XXXI. 

0/ /i'^'Mufes, and Pegafus, the Graces and tb't 
Syrens. 

THESE celebrated GoddefTes, the Mu/e,^ were thi 
Daughters of Jufiter and Mnemo/jse, though fome 
think them born of C<elui. Their Number at firft was only 
three or four (i), but Homer and Hcjiod \\2.va fixed it at 
Nine (i.), which it has never fince exceeded. They were 
born on Mount Pieris, and educated by the Nymph Eupbene. 
They had many Appellations common to them all, as 
Fiiridts from the Place of their Birth, Heliconidci from Mount 
Hdiean in B^otia: Farnaffid,,, from the Hill of Pamaffu! jn 
Phoeis : Citberidcs from Mount Cilhcron, a Place they mucl^ 
frequented : Aenidti from Aenia ; Hiffocraniics^ Agannipidej and 
Cpfialidii, from different Fountains confecrated to them, or 
to which they were fuppofed to refort. 

(i) Mrtmi, Aidt, Mtltir, Ihat is Mimcrj, Simging and Mtiiiatin, M 
wliichfonwaddTMjtwjlf. 

(z) Somea[rigna9al).eKroiifor this, that when the CItizcnt of ^iVjrei, 
dircAed three (kilful Statuaries, to make each three Statues o( t.V« i-VniA 
'Mufeii, (hey were aJIfo well executed, ttial tte^ 6\4 fior^TiQ^ ■«'«idi\\a 
ehiitCf but ertHed all ihe }iiw, and that H'/ujion\7 v'^oCntKi'^wwft' 
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In general they were the tutelar Goddefles of aJl fa 
Feftivals and Banquets, and the Patroncfles of ali polite and 
ufeful Arts. They fupported Virtue in Diftrefs, and pre- 
ferv'd worthy A£tions from Oblivion. Womw calls them the 
Mftrepl and Correarcps of Manners f^J. With Regard tO 
the Sciences, tliefe Sifters had each their particular Province 
or Department, though Poetry feem'd more immediatdjr 
under their united Proteftion. 

Calliope (fo call'd from \.)\e fweeinefs of her Voice) prefided 
over Kbiioricit and was reckon'd the firft of the Nine Sifleis* 

Clio the Second (4), was the Mufe of Hiftory, and takes 
her Name from her immortalizing the Anions flic records. 

Erata f^J, was the Patronefs of elegiac, or amorous Po- 
etry, and the Inventrefs of Dancing. To Thalia (6) be- 
Jong'd Comedy, and whatever was gay, amiable, and plea- 
iknt. Euierpi, (nam'd from her Love of Harmony^ had the 
Care of Tragedy. 

Melpemne, (To ftyl'd from the Dignity and Excellency of 
her Song^ was the Guardian Mufe of Lyric and Epic 
Poetry (■;). 

Ttrpjicbert was the Proteflrefs of Mufick, particularly dw 
Flute {&), The Cbsrai of the antient Drama was her 
province, to which fome add LagicL 

To Paljbymnia (q) bclong'd that Harmony of Voice and 
Geflure, which gives a Perfection to Oratory and Poetry, 
and which flows from juft Sentiments and a good Memory. 

Urania was the Mufe whofe Care extended to all divine or 
CelcfUal Subje^i fuch as [he Hymns in Praife of the Gods, 

(3) Hfocc of tsM Barda and Poees were in Tuch high Efleem, lliat when 
Ag'nrmn,n went 10 (he Siege of Ti-o>, lie left one with ayirin,„pra, to 
keep her failhfu), xnd££jj!£>.j could not corrupt her, 'till he had deflroy'd 
this Counlellor. 

(4) FromK'ii'©-. Glory (5), ttam t^ii. Love (6), from fa'AJmit, ro 
jEourilh or revive (7), from ;*f*i! «■""»", to make a Concert or Symphony 

{%), Ti^sii. T«i( X'f". fo delight in Chotufes. 
ff) From nAi^ and finis, a great Memory. 
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Wotions of the heavenly Bodies, and whatever regarded 
Philofophy or Aftronomy (io). 

The Mufei, though faid to be firgini, were no Enemies to 
Lovef'ii^' We have already taken Notice oi Calliupe nai 
Terpjicbori yielding to the AddrelTes of Apdto, If their Com- 
plaifance was folely owing to the Refentment of Venai, who 
inrpir'd the Flames of Love, to revenge the Death of her 
Favourite Adonit; it muft be own'd that the Mafti have 
fince been fufficiently devoted to her Service. 

The Mb/(/ were theinfelves not wholly free from Revenge, 
as appears in the Story of thamyrii. This Perfon was the 
Son of Philamaon, and the Nymph Agriapa, and born at | 
Odirjre, once a famous City of yirnff. He became fo excel^ I 
lent a Proficient in Mufick, that he had the Courage, or J 
Vanity to contend (iz) with the Mufes; but being over* 1 
come, they not only punifhed him with the Lofs of Sigh^ 
and Memory, but caua'd Jupiter to caft him into Hell, to ex- 
piate his Impiety. 

The Mufti were reprefented crown'd with Flowers, or 
Wreaths of Palm, each holding fome Inftrument or TokeiJ 
of the Science, or Art over which (he prefided. Theywepf. 1 
depii^ur'd as young, and the Bird facrcd to them was tbA J 

sw.r>3;- 'J 

To trace the Origin of thefe fabulous Deities, it is neceP 1 
fary to obfervc, that the Nine ^jor emblematical Figuresi \ 
which were exhibited amocigft the Egyptiam, to denote the J 
Nine Months, during which that Country was free'd froa> I 
the Inundation, had each fome Inftrument, or Symbol p^ 1 
culiar to the Bufincfs of the Months, as a Pair of Compaire4 1 
a Flute, a Mafk, a 7'runipet, &c. All thefe Images weri I 
piu'ely hieroglyphical, to point out to the People what they J 



(ii) Ibamirn wroie a Potrn on ibo Wanof ihe Cods wllh (.titlii. 
which exceeited every Thinjt that hat) ippear'd o( T.tie ltmi\itf Oib. 
{13) Pa-lnpi becaate it wJi confectaled W tHcit tAiAfi^ j^poU., 
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were to do, and to afcertain their Ufe, they were cali'd' 
NineitfB/J/ (t^). The Greeks, who adopted this Groupeof 
Emblems, as fo many real Divinities, took Care to give 
each a particular Name, fuited to the Inftruments they 
bore, and which threw a new Difguife over the Truth. 

The Graces properly are Attendants of the Mufii, though 
they arc often plac'd in the Train of fenat (i$J- Some 
make them the Daughters ofjupiier and Eurynomc, others of 
Bacchus and I'enm, They were Three, Aglaia^ Ibatia wA 
Eu^hrafyni, Names relative to their Nature (\fi). The 
LaeetlimBniais and Athenians knew but two, to whom they 
gave different Appellations (\-j). Eteocles, King of the 
Orcbamemans, was the firft who erefted a Temple to tliem. 

Pegafai was a winged Horfe produced ijy the Blood which 
fell from MedufaS Head, when ilie was kill'd by ?erfeus. He 
flew to Mount Ueiicany the Seat of the Mu/is, where, with a 
Stroke of his Hoof, he opeii'd a Fountain cali'd Hipfocrem, 
OI the Hor/es Spring [l8). 

. The unravelling thefe Figures, willconvince us how juftly 
they belong to this Article, as they compleat its Illuilration.- 
Near the Nine Jffei, which betokcn'd the dry Seafon, were 
plac'd three others reprefenting the three Months of Inunda> 
tion, and were drawn fometimes fwach'd, as incapable of 
ufing their Hands and Feet. Thcfe were cali'd Cbariioat 
(igl, or the Di'vtrce. The Refemblance of this Word to- 

(14) From the Word Msfi, that ii, rav'd or difergag'd from the Wa- 
ters i whence the Name of Mefti given to the Hibrnu Lawgiver, fo neai" 
did the Pbjfitiai and Egjftian Language! agree, though the Differente of 
Pronunciation made them two didinfl Tongues. 

(1;) Ichufe to place them here on account of the Explanation of iL« 
Fable under one View. 

(16) Aglaia, or HoneAy, to ftew that Benefit! Qiould he heftow'd 
fcEcly: fialia, or Rourilhing, to denote tint the Senfeof Kindncfs ought 

:vcr to die ; and Eufhrofyni, or shearfulnefi, to fignif/ that Favoun 
ould beconferr'd and receiv'd miih mutual Plcafure. 

(17) The fl^afwjt Graces were C/i« and Piarttf} titokoiAibcni, jJart 

(iB) f=«'i CabBllinu,. SnPir/w,, Satyr 1. 
f/p.f Froai Charat, to divide, comet Qbarhmt the Separation of 
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IBie Greei Charitei, which fignifies ThankTgiviugs or Favoursj 
gave Rife to the Fable of the Grans, or three Goddeffes prc- 
iiding over Benefits and outward Charms. 

Yet, as during the Inundation, all Parts could not be fo 
fully fupply'd, but that fomc Commerce was neceffary, they 
had recourfe to fmall Barks, to fail from one City to the 
other. Now the embiematical Figure of a Ship or Veflcli 
in Sgypt and PbitniHa, was a winged Horfe (20), by which 
Name the Inhabitants of Cadix.^ a PhreBician Colony, call'd 
their VeiTels. Now if the Mu/m and Oraca are the Goddeffes 
which prefide over Arts and Gratitude, this Emblem be- 
comes unintelligible. But if we take the Nine Mufes for the 
Months of AiSion and Induftry. and the Three Graces for 
the three Months of Inundation and Reft, the winged HorfCj 
or Boat with Sails, is a true Piilure of the End of Navi- 
gation, and the Return of rural Toils. To this Figure the 
Egyptians gave the Name of P/^'/aj (zi), exprelTive of its 
true Meaning. All thele Images tranfplanted to Craity b«f 
came the Source of endlefs Confufion and Fable; 

By the Laiin and Grtei Poets, the Graces are rcprcfented 
as beautiful young Virgins, naked, or but very {lightly 
cloath'd (zz', and having Wings on their Feet. They are 
alfojoin'd Hand in Hand, to denote their Unity. 

The Syrens were the Daughters of Achtlous. Their lower 
Parts were lik e Fifties , and their upper like Women; but 
they were fo fCill'd in Mufick, that they inlhar'd all who 
heard them to Deftrudion. Prefuming to contend with the 
Mafes they were vanquifli'd, and ftripp'd at once of their 
Feather s and Voices, as a Punifhment for their Folly. 

The Egyftioni fometimes reprefented the three Months of 
Inundation by JJiJa^ or Figures half Female and half Fifli, 

(30} Strain Gcigrafib. Lib. II. p. 99. Edit. Reg. Ptrii. 

(il) From Pag ID ceife, and S«i a Ship, Pt£fl/"i, or ihe Cei&lion at 

(11) Si/xihGiUlxZ^mi. Ode XXX. 5. 

ji/itri,s tertam quatiunt F<di. Koiico, U\i. \. Q4t\'<. V 

^ : 
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lodcnote to the Inhabitants their living in the Midftol 
Watere. One of ihefe Images bore in her Hand the Sijli 
or E^rpihn Lyre, to ftiew the general Joy at the Floods ar- 
riving to its due Height, which was the Allurance of a fuc- 
ceeding Year of Plenty. Xo thefe Symbols they gave the 
Name ofSjTfnj (zj), expreffive of their real Meaning. The 
fhxHicians, who carried them into Greece, rcprefented them 
as real Perfons, and the Greeks and Ramans had too ftrong a 
Tafte for the Fabulous, not to embellifli the Story (14.). 



k 



CHAP. XXXII; 
Of Diana, Luna, or Hecate; 

HAVING treated of the God of Wit and Harmony, 
with his Offspring and Train, let us now come to 
his Twin Sifter Diana, the Goddefs of Chaftity, and the 
Daughter of Jupii. r and Laiana. Her Father, at her Requeft, 
granted her perpetual Virginity, beftow'd on her a Bow and 
Arrows, appointed her Qtieeji of the Woods and Forrefts 
(i), and affign'd her a Guard of Nymphs to attend her (1). 
She became the Patronneis of Hunting thusi Brimmariii ^ 
Huntrefs-Nymph, being one Day entangled iji her own 
Nets, while the wild Boar was approaching her, vow'd a 
Temple to Diana, and fo was preferv'd. Hence Diana had 
the Name of DiSynna. Others lelate the Story differently, 
and fay that Briiamarih, whom Diana favour'd on account of 
her Paffion for the Chafe, flying from Miirnj her Lover, fell 
into the Sea, and was by her made a Goddefs. 

ThcAdventuresofA'ana make a pretty confiderabie Figure 
in poetical Hiltory, and ferve to ftiew that the Virtue of this 
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eft, if inviolable, was alfo very fcvere. JBtm experi- 
enc'd this Truth to his Coft. He was a young Piince, the 
Sonof j^"}?fo/and Auieme, the Daughter of Coi^mKj, King of 
Jheha. As he was paffionately fond of the Sport, he had the 
Misfortune one Day to difcover Hiana bathing with her 
Nymphs. The Goddcis, incens'd at the Intrufion, chang'd 
him into a Stag; fo that his own Dogs, miitaking him for 
their Game, purfued and tore him in Pieces. Ovid has 
wrought up this.Scene with great Art and Imagination (i). 

The Truth of this Fable is faid to be as follows : Aa^im 
was a Man of Arcadia^ a great Lover of Dogs and Hunting, 
and by keeping many Dogs, and fpending his Time in 
Hunting on the Mountains, he entirely ncgleifled his dome- 
tic Affairs, and being brought to Ruin, was generally call'd 
the wretched JS^eon, who was devour'd by his own Dogs. 

Melcager was another unhappy Vidlim of her Refentment, 
and the more fo as his Puniihment was owing to no Crime 
of his own. Omeui, his Father, King of jEislia, in offer- 
ing Sacrifices to the rural Deities, had forgot Diana. The 
Goddefs was not of a Charadter to put up fuch a NcgleiS. 
She fent a huge wild Boar into the Fields of Caiedan, who 
laid every Thing wafte before him. MeUager, with Ibcfmt 
and the Virgin Atatanta, undertook to encounter it. The 
Virgin gave the Monfter the firft Wound, and Mehager who 
kill'd it, prefented her the Skin, which his Uncles took from 
her, for which he flew them, Alihisa his Mother, hearing 
her two Brothers had periih'djn this Quarrel, took an un- 
common Revenge. She remembcr'd at the Birth of her Son 
the Fates had thrown a Billet into the Chamber, with an 
AfTurance the Boy would live, asthatrcmain'd unconfumed. 
The Mother had till now carefully fav'd a Pledge on which 
fo much depended j but infpir'd by her prefent Fury flic 
threw it in the Flame?, and Mikegtr inflantly feiz'd with a 
confuming Difeafe expir'd, as foon as it was burnt. HU 

' (3) Ovid, Lib. lU, 131. 
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Sifters, who exceffively mourn'd his Death, were turn'd 
Jita-Turkhi. Of (^ has not forgot tO embellifli his Colleilion 
with this Story (4). 

Others relate the Story of MtUoger thus : Diana had, to 
avenge herfelf of Ocneus, rais'd a War between the Cureltt 
and MioHam. MtUagtr, who fought at the Head of his 
Father's Troops, had always the Advantage, 'till killing 
two of his Mother's Brothers, his Mother Altbma loaded 
him with fuch Imprecations, that he retir'd from the Field. 
The Curetes Upon this advanc'd, and attack'd the Capital of 
jElolia, In vain Omna prefles his Son to arm and repel the 
Foe; in vain his Mother forgives and intreats him. He b, 
inflexible till Ctenpatra his Wife falls at his Feet, and repre- 
fents their mutual Danger, Touch'd at this, he calls for his 
Armour, iffues to the Fight, and repels the Enemy. 

Nor was Diana lefs rigorous to her own Sex. Chkiu the 
Daughter of Da^dalion, heing carefs'd both by Apolle and 
Mercury, bore «>R>o Twlns, Philaamnij the Son oi Apulh, a 
famous Mufician, and Jstalyeus the Son of Mtrcury, a (kill- 
ful Juggler or Cheat. The Mother was fo imprudent to 
boaft of her Shame, and prefer the Honour of being Miftreft 
to two Deities, to thcModcfty of Hiflwa, which flie afcrlbM 
to her Want of Beauty : For this the Goddefs pierc'd her 
Tongue with an Arrow, and depriv'd her of the Power of 
future Boafling or Calumny. 

The River Alpheas fell violently enamour'd of Diane, and 
having no Hopes of Succefs, had recourfe to Force. The 
Goddefs fled to the Le/rim, where Ihe amus'd herfelf with 
Dancing, and with fome Art fo difguis'd herfelf and her 
Nymphs, that Alphtus no longer knew them. For this, 
thefe People ereiSed a Temple to her. 

During the Chafe one Day, Diana accidentally fhot 
Cifciriui, Son of the Nymph Pryene, who bewail'd him fo 
much that ihe was turn'd into a Fountain. 

(V;ffwy, lih.vm. 161. 




Of the Heathen Gods. 93 

a had a great Variety of Names, (he was call'd Cynih 
and Belia, from the Place of her Birth ; Arttmis, on account 
of her Honour and Modefty. By the Arcadiani (he was 
nam'd Orrh'^Jia ; and by the Spariam, Orthia. Her Temples 
were many, both in Grtiec and Italy j but the mofl confidc- 
rable was at Ephifus, where (he was held in the higheft Ve. 
neration. The Plan of this magnificent Edifice was laid 
by Ctejifhon, and the Struflure of it employ'd for 220 Years, 
the ableft Architefls and Statuaries in the World. It 
■was fet on Fire by Eroftratm on the Day that Alexander the 
Great came into the World ; but was foon rebuilt with 
equal Splendor under Dinocraiti, who alfo built the City of 

The Sacrifices ofFer'd to Diana were the firft Fruits of the 
Earth, Oxen, Rams, and white Hinds ; human ViiSims 
were fomctimes devoted to hrt in Greece, as we find in the 
Cafe of Ifhigenia. Her Feftival was on the Ides of -Augufi, 
after which Time all Hunting was prohibited. 

Diana was reprefented of a Stature beyond the common, 
her Hair difhevell'd, a Bow in her Hand, and a Quiver at 
her Back, a Deer-Skin falien'd to her Breaf^, and her Purple 
Robe tuclc'd up at the fCnees with Gold Buckles or Ciafps, 
and attended by Nymphs in a Hunting-Drefs with Nets 
and Hounds. 

Htfliio was alfo call'd DiaTri/a/cmu, 01 Tergcmina, on ac- 
count of her Triple Chatafter of Liaia in Heaven, Diana 
on Earth, and Hecate in the infernal Regions, though the 
Aifiions of the firft and laft, arc afcfib'd to her under the 
(ecpnd N^me (j). 

luna was thought the Daughter of Hyperion and Tieia, 
The Egyptians worftiipp'd this Deity both as Male and Fe^ 
male, the Men facrificiiig to it as Lwa, the Women w 
iaiJKJ, and each Sex on thefe Occafions aiTuming the Drefe 
of the other. Indeed this Goddefs was no other than the 
Veit„! Urania, or C^leftis of the Affyriam^ whole Wocfew^ 
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and Rites the Piamleiam introduced into Griice. Under d 

Charafler Diana was alfo call'd Lueina, [a Name fhe held in 
commoH with JuaeJ and had the Protection of Women in 
Labour (6), though fome make Lucina z d'iiiinU Goddels 
from either (7). By this Name fhe was ador'd bythe^^i- 
■atu/e! and Elcaits. 

If Diana was fo rigid in Point of Chaftity on Earth, her 
Virtue grew a little more reiax'd when (he got to the Sitics. 
She bore Japiitr a Daughter here, call'd Erja, or the D*™, 
and Pan, who was not the moft pleafing of the Gods, de- 
ceiv'd her in the Shape of a white Ram. Uut her moft ce- 
lebrated Amour waswith £n^»iiaR (8) the Son of Jibliut, 
and Grandfon of Jupiter, who took him up into Heaven, 
where he had the Infolence to follicit Juno, for which he 
was caft into a profound Sleep. Luna had the Kindncfs to 
conceal him in a Cave of Mflunt Latmoi in Caria, where fhe 
had Fifty Daughters by him, and a Son call'd j£iclus, aftex 
which he was again exalted to the Skies. 

The Fable of Endymion had ils Origin In Egypt. Thefc 
People in the Niamenia or Feaft, in which they celebrated 
the antient State of Mankind, chofe a Grove, or fome re 
tir'd fhady Grotto, where they plac'd an IJli with her Crcf- 
cent or Moon, and by -her Side aji Heruj afleqi, to denote 
the Security and Repofc which Mankind then enjoy'd, Thb 
Figure they call'd Emfymion (9), and thefe Symbolical Fi- 
gures, like the reft, degenerated into Idolatry, and became 
the Materials for fabulous Hiftory, 

As the Moon, Diana, was reprefented in a Silver Chariot 
drawn by white Hinds with Gold Harnc6, which fome 

(6) IL ii fald mc alTi/ted Lutom her Mather at the Binli of jlfnth ; but 
was fo tetrify'd U [he Pains, (hat (hcvow'ri pttperual Vitgiiiity. 

(7) Soma make LiKiiia l\\e Daushter of Jufiiir and J-na, and liom In 
C'lte. 

{i) Olhen affirm, (hat EtJymiaa was a King of £!i', muth given to 
Aftronemy and Lunar Ohferfaiioni, for which he was faid lo be io Love 
Willi the Moon, and carefs'd by her. 
fyj From Sn, a Grotlo or Foumaiii ; and Dimtn, Rersmblance, ii 
' laaiie SnJiixiiw, ortheGrtiit ol ifct R.f'JtKiiiiDii. 
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Tifinge to Mules, becaufe that Animal is barren (lo). Some 
make her Condudors a white and blaclcHorfc (i i); othcra 
Oxen, on account of the lunar Horns. 

Heeate was the Daughter of Jupiter and Cera. As to the 
Origin of the Name there is fome Variation (ii). She was' 
the Goddefs of the infernal Regions, and on that Account 
is often confounded vfi^Prafirpim. She prefiiled over Streets 
and Highways; for which caufe ihe was call'd Tri'-jia, as, 
alfo Propflxa, becaufe the Doors of Houfes were under hcF 
Prote&ion (13). The Apellation of flWwa was given her, 
on account of her dreadful Shrielcs, when Man, Jpello and 
Minury, meeting her in the Woods attempted to ravifli her. 
She was alfo famous for Botany, efpecialiy in difcovering 
baneful and poifonous Herbs and Roots ; as aifo for her Skill 
in Enchantments and magical Arts, in the Practice of which 
her Name was conftamly invok'd fi+V' Hf/o(^ has given 
a very pompous Defcription of the Extent of her Power 
(i^). She was ftyl'd in £©■;/. J«i<iy¥/f. 

As Heeait, Diana was reprefented of an exceffive Height 
her Head cover'd with frightful Snakes, and her Feet of 3 
Serpentine Form, and furrounded with Dogs, an Animal 
facred to her, and under whofe Form fhe was fometimea 
reprefented. She was alfo efteem'd the Goddefs of inevi- 
table Fate, 

If we have recourfe to the Tgypil^a Key, wc (hall find this 
threefold Goddefs only IJii undei" different Forms and Names, 
and the fame Symbol with tlie Juno and Cybde we have al- 

( 10) To eipreft that the Moon lud no Light of her own, but wliat Ow 
borrowed from Ihc Suo. 

(11) ToEiprefs tile W;ire and Full of ihe Moon, 
(ii) Either from ixa&tt at a Drfliin«, bctaufi: llie Moon darts hor 

Rayiafarotf; or from i'ckto a Hundred, becaufe a Hecatomb vru ths 

(ijj At every TJew Moon t\\t Aihi-ian made a Supper for her in iba 
open Street, which in the N^h; waa eaten by the poor Pauple. 
^i+J So D,do in Virgil, tails on 

TfrjiHiMw Hccattn, iria yi'ginit ora D'lstTiK. ffi.TwA V^ . 
^fi' f'SJ rinogonf, I. 411. , ,,l 
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ready treated of. The Greek Sculptors had too good a Taf 
to endure the Heads of the Bull or Goat on their Deiciest 
which they borrow'd from that Country. They therefore 
alter'd thefe hleroglyphical Figures lo their own Mode; 
' but took Care to preferve the Attributes, by liifpofuig them 
in a more elegant Manner. The Lunar Ifii amongft the 
f^f ttaij was tall'd tffcflf.-, or f 16^ Jtheu, and by the iSj-riaiw 
^chtt. The latter alio iiyl'd her Diio or Dehne (17 J, and 
tiemeter. IJis at the firlt Inllitution had a Relation Co the 
Earth, and mark'd out its ProductioriB. The Crefcent and 
Full Moon over her Head at the Niominia, made her mif- 
taken for that Planet, and the Time of the Interlunia, dur- 
ing which ihe remain'd invifible, fhe was fuppos'd to take a 
Turn to the invifible World, and fo got the Name of Hecate, 
Thus the tripartite Goddefs arofe. The Meaning of the 
antient Symbols was confounded and forgot, and a fenfelela 
Jargon of Fable and Superftition introduced in its Place, 
a Point which can never be too exa^ly attended to on this 
Occafion. 

(\f>} Ahair, (heonly orexcenent, Ot jicbti fin the i>f I'acJ the SiflBr. 
( 17J Dsh or Drmni, from O.i, Sufficiency ; or Dcmciir, from Da 
•■ad Malar, Rain, t.t. Plenty of Rain. 



CHAP. XXXIII. -^^m 

Of MERCURY. '^B 

PA S S we now to a Deity neither famous for his Truth 
or Honefty, though he makes no inconliderable Figure 
in the celeftial Catalogue. Mercury was the Son of Jupiter 
and A/aia, Daughter of Atlai^ and born on Mount Cylhse in 
Jrcadia. He was fuckled by Jana, fume of whofc Milk 
faUing pafl his Mrjuth 00 the Heavens produced the Galaxy, 
He began to difplay early his Talent for Theft, as we have 
obferv'd under the Article of jffniU. Being carefs'd, when 
an Infant in fu/can's Arms, he ftoVe avja-j ^\a T wi\a. The 
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faiAe Day he defeated Cujiid at Wreftling, and while Ventit ■ 
prais'd him after his Viflory, he found Means to convey 
away her Ccjiui. He pilfer'd Jupiter's Sceptre, and had done 
the fame Thing by his- Thunderbolts, but they were too hot 
for his Fingers, He ferv'd Battui a very flippery Trick. ^ 
This Man faw him dealing King AJmiiui's Cows from 
JpoUo his Herdfman. To bribe him to filence he gave him 
a fine Cow, and the Clown pronais'd to keep it Secret. 
Mercury to try him, afiiim'd another Shape, and offering a 
higher Reward, the Fellow told all he knew, on which (i) 
the God turn'd him into a Touch-Stone. 

Mircury had feveral Appellations. He was call'd Vertnn 
(i) and CyHenitti. Nor were his Employments lefs various. 
He was the Cupbearer of Jupiur 'till Ganymidt took hi» 
Place. He was the Meflengcr of the Gods, 'and the tute-, 
lar God of Roads and Crofa-Ways (%) the Inventor of, 
Weights and Meafures, and the Guardian of alt Merchan- 
dize and Commerce, though this Office fcems but ill to agree 
with the Ailions afcrib'd to him- He was in a peculiaf 
Manner the ProteiSlor of Learning, being the firft Difco- 
vcrer of Letters, and the God of Rhetorick and Oratory. 
He was alfo famous for his Skill in Mufick, and fo eloquent, 
that he was not only the Arbitrator in all Quarrels amongft 
the Gods, and in all Leagues and Negotiations particular 
Regard was paid (/^) to him. 

'I'ogether with ftilui and Plalii Mercury was invoked. 
amongit the terreftrial Gods. In Conjunction with Hercajtt 
he prefided over Wreflling and the Gymnaftick Exercifesy 

(i) Ovid liM given a fint Defcription of this Incidcac. Mtiam. Lib, 

(i) "E=fi»!j the Inierpretcr, beciufe he imparted the Mind ot th* 
Csdt to Men. 

(■I,) Where ihe Critii and Remam plac'd certiln Figures, caird HtmK, 
from him, being of Marble o< grafs, with the Head of a M"«ry, bat 
downmrds Dti Square Figure. 

(1^} Ai the Fiiiala, or Ptiefls of Mart proclaim'd War ; fo the C*- 
dt^.-rariira, or PrieHi ot Mt'cnrj, weco emjtol'4«i»i^ tro'QaSfcsk mA 
Treaties ofPtxe, 

o 
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to fliew that Addrcfs on thefe Occafions ftjould always j^l 
join'd to Force. He was alfo believed to prefide over 
Dreams though Marpbiui claims a Share with him in this 
Department 

p Annually in the Middle of May a Feftival was celebrated 
to his Honour at Rome, by the Merchants and Traders who 
lacrificed a Sow to him, intreating he would profper their 
BuTmels, and forgive their Frauds. In all Sacrifices offer'd 
to him the Tongues of the Viflims were burnt, which Cuf- 
tom was borrow'd from the Miganvfts. Perfons who ef- 
cap'd imminent Danger facrificed to him a Calf with Milk 
and Honey. 

The moft remarkable Office of Mercury, was to attend dy- 
ing Men, to unloofe their Souls from their Bodies, and con- 
dufl them to the infernal Realms, and when tliey had com- 
pleated their Time in the Elyfian Fields, to re-condu6i them 
to Life, and rcinftate the.ii innew Bodies (i^). 

His moft magnificeni Temple was on Mount Cyllene in 
Arcadia, the Place of his Birth. A Purle was ufually hung , 
athis Statue, tofliowhe was the God of Profit or Gain, In 
antient Medals and Gems he bears the fame Emblem in his 
Hand. The Animals facred to him were the Dog, the Goat 
and the Cock. 

By his Sifter yeniu he had a Son cali'd Hirmapbrtdiim, a 
great Hunter ; a Wood Nymph cali'd Salmmii. fell in Love 
with him, but had the Mortification to be repuls'd- Upon 
this, inflamed by her Paflion, (he watch'd near a Fountain 
where he us'd to bathe, and when (he faw him naked in tba 
Water, rufh'd to embrace him, but the Youth ftill avoiding 
_ her, (he pray'd the Gods their Bodies might become one^ 
which was immediately granted ; and what was yet more 
wonderful, the Fountain rctain'd the Virtue of making all 
tiiofe Htrmapbredites who us'd Its Waters (6). 

A late Author gives this Story another Turn. He fays 
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■*fte Fountain Saimads (7) being indos'd with high Walls, 
very indecent Scenes pars'd there ; but that a certain Greek of 
that Colony building an Inn there for the Entertainment of 
Strangers, the Barhariam, who reforted to it, by their Inter- 
courfe with the Greelcs, became foften'd and civUiz'd;! 
which gave Rife to the Fable of their changing their Sex. 

Mercury had other Children, particularly Paa, Dolofu, 
Ecbion, Caitu), Erix, Sunns, Pimrei, and the Lam, with fe- 
veral others, 

If we have Recourfe to the Egypiian Mythology, wefliall 
prefenlly fee that the Mercury of the Greiki and Romans had 
his Original in this Country. The jfiraiii or Tayaut, the 
Symbol of the Dog-Star, which uflier'd in their annual In- 
undation, was depidlur'd with a full Purfc in his Hand. 
This //ofBj or Symbol they cerm'd Jl/ar«/c/ (8). In the other 
Hand they plac'd the Pole crbfTed, which denoted the rifmg 
of the Waters, the Serpent entwin'd round it, which figni- 
fy'd Security. This Staff was terminated with little Wings, 
the Token or Hieroglyphic of the Eu/ai Winds, which 
regulated the Waters. All the myftick Truths conceal'd 
under this Figure were foon forgot, ji'iubi!, like the other 
Homi, became realiz'd into a God, and took the Name of 
Hannobtaeh (g), or the Oraisr. His Wand and Gefture help'd 
on the MiianoTphoJi!, and he was at once the Deity of Elo- 
quence and Arts, and the Meflenger of the Gods. His 
Caducem aflum'd the Name ( 10} from the SamSity and Vir- 
tues afcrib'd to it. The Rifmg of the Dog-Star, or Siriui 
before Dawn, being an Obfervation of the laft Importance 
in Esfft, to denote it they plac'd a Cock by the Side of 
Mu&is, and the Purfe in his Hand, and the Goat at his Feet, 

(7) InCaria, near [he City of //j/icarna/rui. 

(i) From Rflffl/, to trade or defrnud, comes Marcalit, Merch*nditt. 
The Reunion o( thtffe Scnfcs, gives Mercury the KigliC of Chsatiag w 
well IE Dealing. 

Ciifi^cr, F^rie. Book I. Ode lo, 
(g) Hfl».»4«(i. See If^.tb Ivi. 10. 
CioJ From Cadojt, holy or (cpamed. 
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which fliew'd the Sale of their Summer and Autumn Pri 
tion^, "till the Sun enter'd the Sign of Capricorn. 

Mercury is defcrib'd by the Gnek and Latin Poets, as a fair 
bcanJleis Youth, with flaxen Hair, lively blue Eyes, and i. 
fmiling Countenance, having Wings affix'd to his Hat and 
Shoes (\ i), and his CaJucrui extended in his Hand, 

'ITle Hermei Trifnugiflm of the E^ftiatis, who was King 
of Thdn, and one of their firft Philofophers and Legiflators, 
ftiould be by no Means confounded with an imaginary Di- 
vinity, to whom he bears not the leaft Relation. 

angll llie Rsmsia ; his Slices were 



CHAP. XXXIV. 
Of VENUS. 

TH E next Deity that offers, is that powerful Goddefc 
whofe Influence is acknowedg'd by Gods and Men. 
Cicero mentions four of this Name (i); but the fenus gene- 
rally known is flie who is fabled to have fprung from ilie 
Froth or Fermentation rais'd by the Genitals of Saiuru, whea 
cut off by his Son JujiUer, and thrown into the Sea. Hence 
ilie gain'd the Nume of Afhraditt (i). As foon as born fhe 
w/as laid in a beautiful Conch or Shell, embcllifli'd with 
Pearl, and by gentle Zephyri wafced to the Ille of Cythera in 
the Mgean Sea, from whence flic fail'd to Cyprui^ which flie 
leach'd in April. Here, as foon as (he landed, Flowers rofc 
beneath her Feet, the Hours receiv'd her, and braided her 
Hair with golden Fillets, after which {he was by them 
wafted to Heaven. Her Charms appear'd fo attradHve in 

(l) The ift ihe Daugbicr of C*/"w, the zd the r.-^iit Jlphndiia, the 
third born of Jupacr »nd Drim, and ibe W[(e of ;'ir/(aii j uid [he ilti 
jlpari., or the Syrian yrnui, Ihe Millrefs of Mcnii. 
fi) From 'Atfif, Froth, f hough fome dertve U (rom tT^'oitt tonin 
mad, fcfworej/JLcveii Infatuation otficni J, 
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""the A/Tembly of the Gods, that fcarce one of them but i 
what defir'd her in Marriage. Vulcan, by the Advice q£ ^ 
yiipiter, put Puppy in her hWlar, and, by intoxicating her, ■ 
gain'd PofTeffion. 

Few of tlie Deities have been fo extenfively worfliipp'd, ' 
or under a greater Variety of Names. She was call'd Cyibt' 
rea^ Puphia, Cypria, Eijcina, Idalia, Mdalia, from the Places 
where flie was in a particular Manner adored. Other Apel- 
lations were given her from her principal Attributes- She 
was ftyl'd FiHrix f-^J, to denote her refiftlefa Sway over the 
Mind; j^mica, from her being propitious to Lovers i jtfa- 
luria, from the Deceit and Inconftancy of her Fotaries^ 
Ridcns, from her Love of Mirth and Laughter (A;), Hertenji!^ 
from her influencing the Vegetation of Plants and Flowers • 
Marinny from her being born of the Sea i Mtlanii, from her 
delighting in noflurnal (i) Amours; Meretrix, from the 
Prollitution of her Votaries i and GineiHx, from her prefid- ^M 
ing over "the Propagation of Mankind. The Epidiet of ^| 
Migoniiii, was given her from her Power in the Manage- ^| 
ment of Love (G), and that of Murci'a and Myrian, on ac- 
count of the Myrile confecrated to her. She was nam'd 
ViTtkordia, from her Power of changing the Heart ; for 
which Rcafon the Grwifftyl'd her En.T^i'". The Spartani 
caJl'd her renin Armaia, becaufe when befieg'd by the Mf£i- 
tiiaif, their Wives unknown to their Hufbands, rais'd the 
Siege. The Ramam alfo term'd her Barbata, becaufe when 
a Difeafehad fciz'd the Women, in which they loft al! their 
Hair, on iheir Prayers to Finui it grew again. A Temple 
was dedicated to her by the Appellation of Caha ; becaufe, 

(3) llnder Ih'n Chirafler (he is reprerenied leaning on a Shje'd, ind 
carrying Viflory inherRigliC Hand, and 1 Sccpire in hrr Left, Atotbtr 
TimM with a Helmet, and tlie Apple of Paris in ha Hand. 

(4) Htmcf, Lib. I, Ode :i. Sive tu mavii Erjcina riden^, fo Hiarr callt 
tier 9>^'f*<»>K, or the LBaehici-limiiig ii-iiea. 

(5) FrompuAsfi bisciti, becauCe Lovers chufo the Nighl. 

(6) From pvfii, to mix or mingle ; (0 (^rjif, 
.' Mix/a Da MelicT. 
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when the G«n/j invefted the Capitol the Women offer'd M 
Hair to make Ropes for the Engines. She had alfo the Epi- 
thet of Cluacina (■]), from her Image being erefted in the 
Place where the Peace was concluded between the Romant 

Let us now enquire a little into the Aflbns afcrib'd to 
. this Goddefs. Her conjugal Behaviour we Oiall fee under 
the Article of fulcaa, and find it was none of the moll cdi- 
iying. Her Amours were numerous. Not to mention 
Jfolla, Neptunt, Man and Mercury, who all boafted of her Fa. 
vours (8). She had jEmas {g) by Anchifn, but her princi- 
pal Favourite was Aintiii the Son of Cyaaraif King of Cypriii 
zni Myrria, anda Youthof incomparable Beauty> unfortu- 
nately in hunting he was kill'd by a wild Boar. Feaai, who 
flew to his Aififtance, recciv'd a Prick in her Foot with n 
Thorn, and the Blood which dropp'd from it produced the 
pamafk Rofe (wj ; but coming too late to fave him, 'flie 
changed him into the Flower Anemant, which (till retains a 
Crimfon Colour (x^). After this fhe obtain'd of Vrofirpim 
that Adasis fhould continue fix Months with her on Earth, 
and fix Months remain in the lower Regions. 

The moft remarkable Adventure of Vtnui was her famous 
Conteft with Juna and Mintrva for Beauty. At the Mar- 
riage of feliui and Thetis, the Goddefs Di/ctrd refenting her 
not being invited, threw a Golden Apple amongft the Com- 
panywith this Infcription, Lctii hcgiijen lo.ihe/airejl (ii)^ 
The Competitors for this Prize, were the three Deities 

(7) From C/m to fight. 

(S) By jifclla (he h»6 EUJIrytn tr-i fivoSont; hi Kipium, Eryx,»oA 
JHelilumi a Duughlcr ; by Mart, Tinor and Palkr ; and by Mtrturj, 
Ucmufbriidiiiii. 

(9] She immortalil'd Mniai, by purifying and anointing his Body with 
Ambrofiil EFenci, ind dis Remant deify'd him by ihc Name of InJi^n. 
We have feveral Bnlient Infcriptions, Dm hd^icii. 

(10) Ovid, Lib. X. 505. 

(11) Some mylhologize thii Story, to lignify by Mttis the Sun, who, 
goring the Summer Signi, relides wicli t'cnut on the Eardi, and during tha 
Winter with Pr„ftrf,K. The Wild Boar which kili'd him a liie Cold. 

f (ti) Dcmr J'n/ciriari. 
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above-mentioned. Jupiter referr'd them to Parii, youngeft 
Son to Prinmu!, King of froy, who then kept his Father's 
Klocks on Mount Ida. Before him the Goddefies appear'd, 
as moft fay, naked. Jum offer'd him Empire or Power t 
Mincr'ua, Wifdom ; and fMiij endeavour'd to bribe him witl>" 
the Promife of the Fainji Weman in ib, tforU. Fatally for- 
hitnfelf and Family, the Shepherd was more fufceptible of 
Love, than of Ambitionor Virtue, and decided the Point III 
Favour of Vnui. The Goddefs revrarded him with Hikt 
(fi), whom he carry'd off from her Hufband MemlatiJ^ 
King of Sparta, and the Rape gave Rife to that formidable 
Affociation of the Gnei Princes, which ended in the DeltriMi' 
tion of his Family, and the Ruin of Troy. 

Ftnui, however propitious flie was to Lovers, was very 
fcvcre to fuch as offended her. She changed the Women of 
Amatbui in Cypms, into Oxen for their Cruelty. The Pr»* 
fa^iidcs, who lieny'd her Divinity, grew fo fliamelefsly im- 
pudent, that they were faid to be harden'd into Stones (i^}i 
Uippammei and Alahntn, were another Inftance of her Re* 
feiitment ; for after fhc had aiSfted him to gain the Virgit^ 
on their Neglefi to pay Her the due Offerings, fhe infatuated 
them fo, that they lay together in the Temple of Cybetl^ 
who, forthat Profanation, turn'd them into Lions (^i). 

Nor was flie lefs favourable to her Votaries. Pjgmalhd, 
a famous Statuary, from a Notion of the Inconvcnicnciea of 
Marriage, refolv'dto livefmgle. He had however form'd a 
beautiful Image of a Virgin in Ivory, with which he fell fo 
deeply enamour'd, that he treated it as a real Miftrefs, and 
continually follicited Vmui, byPraytrs and Sacrifices, to anil- 
mate his beloved Statue. His Wiflies were granted, and bjf 
this enliven'd Beauty he had a Son call'd Paphsi, who gave 
his Name to the City of Pspbss in Cyprui ('is). 1 

(13) SNffc Helen 1CXJ, tvJ-p,b,ts'<hkm'rlhcB^i, ' 

H^biinJ, bright a Flamiconjum-d bis Tjoj} Waller. 

(14.) SttOvid, Lib. X. I. zje. 

( I si See the Article <rf CyttU, and Ovid Ub, X. ^60. "■ 

06) O^id, Lib. X. 24J, 
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A Goddefs fo uiiiverfally own'd and ador'd could not fail 
of Temples. Thai of Paplm in Cyfrm was the Principal. 
Id that of Rome dedicated to her by the Title of fenus LUritinUf 
were fold all Things neccffary for Funerals. She had alfo a 
magnificent Shrine built for her by her Son JEneas^ on 
Mount Eryx in &Uily^ The Sacrifices ufually ofFer'd to her 
were white Goats and Swine, with Libations of Wint^ Milk 
and Haney. The Vidtims were crown'd with Flowers of 
Wreaths of Myrtle. The Birds facred to her were the 
5w(i«, the J>a^t, and the Span-o'^v, 

So far for the Ftnui Pandemos, or Papuiarii the Goddefs of 
wanton and effeminate Love; but the Antients had another 
Vinuiy whom they ftyl'd Urania and CeUJiii, (who was indeed 
no other than the Syrian /Sflarte) and to whom they afcrib'd 
no Attributes, but fuch as were ftriflly chafte and virtuous. 
Of this Deity they admitted no corporeal Refemblance, but 
flie was reprcfented by the Form of a Globe ending com- 
cally ^1?^ and only purcFire was burnt on her Altars. Her 
Sacrifices were call'dAf^^-ta/jfl, on account of their iiobriety, 
only Honey and Wine being ofter'dj but no Animal Vic- 
tims except the Heifer, nor was the Wood of Figij Vikh or 
Muiberriei fuffer'd tobe us'il in them.- 

This Diftindion of two Vtnufa, tlie Chafte and the Im- 
pure one, leads us to the true Explication of the Fable. In 
the different Attributes of the Egyptian l/ii, we fee thcfe con- 
tradidory Characters explain'd. The Ijli crown'd wi;h the 
Crtfcmt Star of fome of the Zodiacal Signs, is the celefiial 
Feuus. The IJii with tlie Terreftrial Symbols, fuch as the 
Heads of Animals, a Multitude of Breafts, or aChildin hex 
Lap, became the Goddeis of Fruitfulncfs and Generation^ 
and confequently the fenai Pandrmiu. As the latter was re- 
garded as a Divinity propitious to Luxury and Pleafure, it ii 
no Wonder if flic foon gain'd the Afcendant over her 



(17) This Manner of Reprercntatio 
•nd Syriai:!, whu iltougltc tlie Dcitj w 
raifoim. 
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Rival. In Phienleia and Egypt, the young Girls ('iSjconfe- 
crated to the Service of the Terreftrial Ifis, ufually refided in 
a Tent or Grove near her Temple, and were common Prof- 
titutes, whereas thofe devoted to the Cieleftial IJis, or 
Urania, were Itriflly chafte. Thefe Tabernacles were 
ih^ Paiiillian of ibe Girls (igj, and gave Rife to the Name 
of Fmus, afcrib'd to the Goddefs of Love. The Syrians alfo 
call'd the terreftrial Ifii, Melilia, or Ilytbye (zo), and the 
Greeks and Rofnem adopted the fame Name. Thus the Sym- 
bolical IJii of Egypi, after producing the different Deities of 
Cybtk, Rhea, V'fla, Jum, Diar.a, hma, Hecale and Praftrpinet 
form'd alfo the different Charadlers of the common and ce- 
leftial Fenus j fo eafily does Superftition and Invention mul- 
tiply the Objeds of Idolatry. 

As Fenus was the Goddcfs of Love and Pleafure, it is no 
Wonder if the Poets have been lavilh in the Defcription of 
her Beauties. Both Homer and Firgil have (i\) given us 
fine Piflures of this Kind. Nor were the antient Sculptors 
and Painters negligent on fo interefting a Subjeft. Phidiat 
form'd her Statue of Ivory and Gold, with one Foot on a 
Tortoife (%t). Scapas reprefented her riding on a He-Goat, 
and i'rfl;fiV//« wrought her Statue at Ci/i/w of white Marbl^ 
half Opening her Lips and fmiling. ^/c/Zuidrew herasjuft 

(it) They were call'd Kitrafla^e!, or Balkct- Bearers, becanlc Cl 
carried the Offerings. 

(ig) Sfcieib fcntlb, the Tabernacle of the Girls. The Grci 
Ramies, who could noc pronounce the Word riniib, call' d it T^ 
Vmus, and hearing the Tent3 of yinin To often mentioned, took it 
Name of the Goddcfs hcrfeir. 

(10) From jtltd, to beget j comes lUita, Ccneration ; which I 
Zaiim well exprefs'd by Diva Gniirix, or Gcnitalii, See Haract, Ca 
men Sgculare, I. 14^ 

(11) Slicfaid, andnrving rcuaJ, ber Nidfitjhow'd, 
Thai wiih etlifiial Charmi J,-vinilj glivPd ; 
Hir Slaving Lacii immortal Fragrenrtjbid, 
Md trialb'J aml>ri>fial S-wtiti »Tiv<td bfr Hiad .- 
' In flowing Pomp her ridiant Robe was ieen, 
• And all the CoddcCi fparkled in her Mein.' 

Piii'i Virz'l, jEneid I. 401. 

(11) ThitStatue wat at EhS, and the Tortoite wi! delign'rt to llicWi ■ 

thai Women Ihould not £0 much ibro»d, b*\ «",ttti4 rtaivt 6si««'Xw* -■ 

AITain. » 
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emerged from the Sea, and prelling the Water out of her 
Hair, a Piece that was reckon'dineftimable. It wereendlefi 
to mention the Variety of Attitudes in which flie is reprc- 
fented in Antique Gems and Medals (2$) ; fometimes fhe is 
doath'd in Purple, glittering with Gems, her Head crown'd 
with Rofes, and drawn in her Ivory Car, by Swans, Doves, 
or Sparrows. At others (he is reprefented itanding with the 
Graeei attending her ; but in all Portions Cupir/ her Son is her 
infeparable Companion. I flial! only add, that tlie Statue 
call'd the MfSctan Venus^ is the beft Figure of her which 
Time has preferv'd. 

(13) SeeagreatNiimberofthefeinMr. Of/i's AntlquLtiel, illutlrsted bj 
anient Gemi, a Work which it is a E^' Lol* '" (I'll Publick, that ID^ 
nioui and wurlliy Gentleman did noiJive lofinUll. 



CHAP. XXXV. 1B 

Of the Attendants 0/ V E N U S, wz. Cupidj" 
Hymen, mi the Horas, or Hours. 

BE F O R E we clofe the Article of Tmw, it is necef- 
fary to give fome Accouiit of the Deities, who were 
ufually reprefented in her Train, and formed a Part of that 
State with which (he ufuaJly appear'd. 

The firlt of thefc is Cvpid. Some make him one of the 
moft anlient of the Deitiep, and fay he had no Parents; but 
fuccecded immediately after Chaiti. Others report, that Nox^ 
or AVjif, produced an £gg) which having hatch'd under 
her fable Wings, brought fortli Ca^/i/, or Lave, who with 
golden Pinions immediately (lew through the whole World. 
(i). But the common Opinion is, tliat Capid was the Son 
of Mart and yenui, and the Favourite Child of his Mother, 
who without his Aid, as Ihc confeiles in Virgil, could do 

(ll 0(hm make Mm ihe Son of Porut, the Cod of Counfel, who he- 
inj drunk Lpcroi him on Pivia the Goddcfs of Poverty j oltieis ihe Son of 
C^MiandTi-ra, and Ibme of Z<fb^»i and ¥h't. 
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Jittle Execution Indeed the Poets, when they invoke the 
Mother, feldom faiJ to make their joint Addreflifs to the Son 
(z). Perhaps this Confcioufncfs of his own Importance, 
render'd this little Divinity fo arrogant, that on many Ocea- 
fions he forgets his filial Duty. This Cufid belong'cl to the' 
Venus Fandtttiss, or Popularii, and was cali'd Antercs, or Luji. 
But the Ancients mention another Cupid Son of Jupiier and 
ytiiiis of a nobler Charadter, whofe Delight it was to raife 
refin'd Sentiments of Love and Virtue, whereas the other 
infpir'd bafe and impure Defires. His Name was Ems, or 
true Lonji. Emi bore a Golden Dart, which caufed real Joy 
and AfFeflion, Anierm a Leaden Arrow, which rais'd aflcct- 
ijig Paflbn, ending in Satiety and Difguft. 

Cupid was reprefented ufually naked, to (liow that L^ve 
has nothing of its own. He is arm'd with a Bow and Qui- 
ver full of Darts, to {hew his Power of the Mind; and 
crown'd with Rofes, to (hew the delightful but tranfitory 
Pleafures he beftows- Sometimes he is depidlur'd blinds to 
denote that Love fees no Faults in the ObjeiS belov'd; at 
others he appears with a Rofe in one Hand and a Dolphin in 
the other; fometimes he is feen ftanding between //«««/« 
and Mercury, to fignify the Prevalence of Eloquence and 
Valour in Love ; at others he is plac'd near Fortune, to ex- 
prels how much the Succefs of Lovers depends on that in- 
conftant Goildefs. He is always drawn vritli Wings, to ty- , 
pify, that nothing is more fleeting than the Paffion he j 
excites. fl 

The Egyptian Horui, which attended the terrellrial Ip, oat I 
t\\t Fenus Pepularis, oz Fandmes, was, according to the Cuf- * 
tom of the NeomtnU, reprefented with diiFerent Attributes, 
fometimes with the Wings of the Etefian Wind, at others 
with the Club of HinuUs ['3^, the Arrows of /Jpollo, fitting 
on a Lyon, driving a Bull, tying a Ram, or having a large 

(i) Sm Hsracc, Lib. I, Ode xxx. « PifTim. 

i;) There im Ocisaa Mr. O^/i antwetitiEvWaO^^w^'ititt. 
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Fifh in his Nets, Thefe Signs of the dliferent Seafons 

> the Year, gave Rife to as many Fables. The Empire of 

L Eros, or Love, was made to extend to Heaven and Earth, 

I and even to the Depths of the Ocean ; and this little, but 

f powerful Child, had difarmed Gods and Men. 

Hymen the fecond Attendant of Vmus, was the God of 
Marriage, and the Son of Bacchus and that Goddefs (^}. 
He is faid to be born in Aiika, where he made it his Bufinels 
to refcue Virgins carried off by Robbers, and to reilore them 
to their Parents. On this Account all Maids newly married 
offer'd Sacrifices to him ; as alfo to the Goddefs of ConfW. 
He was invoked in the nuptial Ceremony (k,) in a particu- 
lar Manner. 

This God was reprefented of a fair Complexion, crown'd 
with jimaricus, or the Herb Sweet Maijoram, and rob'd in a 
Veil of Saffron Colour (reprefentative of the Bridal Blulhes) 
■with a Torch lighted in his Hand, becaufc the Bride was 
carried always Home by Torch-Light. 

Every one knows it was a conftant Cuftom of the orien> 
ta] Nations, on the Wedding-Day, to attend the Bride- 
groom and Bride with Torches and Lamps. The Chorus 

on thefe Occafions was Hu! Hifaentb, Here he comei! Tiiiil 

tbiFefli<vai(6J.' The Harus exhibited on this Occafion in 
£gypt, was a young Man bearing a Lamp or Torch, plac'd 
iicar the Jfi.; which denoted the Day of the Month fix'd for 
the Ceremony. 

The Graeei, who always attended f^mut, have been already 
defcribed with the Mufes under the Article of j^poUa. 

The Hira, or Hours, were the Daughters of Sol and 
Chranh, (orT/mf^ and the Harbingers of their Father. They 
were alfo the Nurfes of Fenus, as well as her Drcflen. and 
made a neceflary Part of her Train. 

(4) Hjnen i> thwjiht to be ihe Sen of ihe Goddefs Vrna, Uraiia, or 
' the ccliltiil r«m. 

(5) They repeited often the Words, O Uymin, O Hymenat I 

(6) From Hu, Jo ! or here he is, ond Mmtb the Feift or S»cnliee, eomes 
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CHAP. XXXVI. ' fl 

0/ V U L C A N. ^1 

TH O U G H the Hutband flioul J ufually precede th« ■• 
Wife, yet Vulcan was too unhappy in Wedlock to 
obtain this Diftin£tion. There were feveral of the Name 
(ij, hut the Principal, who arriv'd at the Honour of being 
deify'd, wastheSonof 7a/»7«r and 7ii«, or as others fay, of 
ywie alone : However this be, he was fo remarkably dc- 
form'd, that his Father threw him down from Heaven to the 
Ifle of Lemnos, and in the Fall he broke his Leg (2). Othert 
report, that 7ani> hcrfclf, difgufted at his Sight, huri'd him 
into the Sea, where he was nurfed by Tto;") (^J, 

The firft Refidcnce of fuUan on Earth, was the Ifle of 
Lemuel (/^ J f whcrc he fet up his Forge, and taught Men 
how to foften and poliih Brafs andiron. From thence he ^^J 
removed to the Lipsnan Ifles near SiVi/y, where, with the At ^H 
fdtance of the Cyclnpi, he made Jupiitr frelh Thunderbolts ^H 
as the Old grew decay'd. He alfo wrought an Helmet for 
Plutt, which render'd him invifible, a Trident for Neptune 
that (hakes both Land and Sea, and a Dog of Brafs for 
Jupiicr, which he animated fo, as to perform ('jj all the 
natural Fundlions of the Animal. Nor is this a Wonder, 
-when we confider, that at the Defirc of the fame God, he 
formed Paiiara, who was fent with the fatal Box to Prami- 
thna, as has been related in its Place. In ihort, Vulean was 

(i) The 1 ft, (aid to be llic Son of Calm; rhe id, the Son ol Ki/'u 
aiVa Ofai i the 3d, ihe Ti/fan Son of jfufiinr and >no, menlioned 
above ; and the 4th, (he Sen oi M^rnalim, who telided in the fWuai'n 
«r Liftrian Iflcj. 

(1) He wai caught by tKe Limniens, or he had broke liis Keck. Itii 
added, be wai a whole Ds; in failing. 

(3) Olhen report be feil on the Land, and was nurs'd by jtfa ; ami 
that JufrMreipell'd him the Skies for aticmpiiog lorefcue yans, when (he 
Cbnrpir'd againft him. 

(4.) RfzauCe LcmnBi abounds in Minerals and hot Spn^i^, 

(5} 7V""gaveWiiiDDgto£Krr.pj, (he to p. ocni, at^4\^^\^^ "*-•»». 
gina to Crfiaiii bet Hva>»ni, atidby Jufiur il^« Wm'iVQa^vw*- 
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the general Armourer of the Gods. He made Batchu^ 
golden Crown to prefent Ariadne, a Chariot for the Sun, and 
another for Mars. At the RequeK of Thetis he fabricated 
' the divine Armour of AchiUa, whofe Shield is fo beautifully 
^defctibM b^ Homsr (6) ; as a!fo the invincible Armour of 
jEneai at the Intreaty of VeyiHi. To conclude, with an 
Inftance of his Skill this Way, in Revenge for his Mother 
Juna's Unkindnefs he prcfented her a golden Chair, manag'd 
by fuch unfeen Spring?, that when Ihe fat down in it, £he 
was not able to move 'till flie was forc'd to beg her Delive- 
rance from him- 

Fulcan, like the reft of the Gods, had feveral Names or 
Appellations. He was call'd Lemuiui, from the IHe of Lim- 
nat confecrated to himj Mukibir, or MuUifer, from his 
Art of foftening Steel and Iron. By the Greth Htpbalfias, 
■ from his delighting in Flames or Fire ; and Mtncas and Lifa- 
reui, from the Places fuppos'd to be his Forges (■]}. As to 
his Worfliip, he had an Altar in common with Promtiheat 
(SJ, and was one of the Gods who prefided over Marriage, 
becaufe he firft introduced the Ufe of Torches at the Nup- 
tial Rites. It was cuilomary with many Nations, after Vic- 
tory, to gather the Eiieniy's Arms in a Heap, and offer them 
to VuUan. His principal Temple was in a confecrated Grove 
at the Foot of Mount JEtnuy guarded by Dogs, who had the 
Difcernment to diflinguifli his Votaries, to tear the vicious 
and fawn upon the Virtuous, 

Theproper Sacrifice to thisDeity wasa Lyon, to denote 
the refiHlds Fury of Fire. His Feftivals were different : At 
thofe call'd PnUr^ia, (amongft the Rtmaiii) they ran about 
with lighted Torches. The fu/tania were celebrated by 
throwing living Animals into the Fire. The lamfadofiaria 
were Races perform 'd to his Honour, where the Contention 

I was to cany lighted Torches to the Gaol; but whocj "^ 
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(6) See Iliad, Lib. ig. 
f/J On .Recount of iJio Vo'eaia and fiery Eruptions there. 
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overtook the Perfon before him, had the Privilege of deliver- 
ing him his Torch to carry, and to retire with Honour. 

P'uliai, however difagreeable his Perfon was, was fenfiWe 
of Love : His firft Paflion was for Mimr-va, and he had Ja-- 
piitr's Confent to make his Addrefles to her ; but his Court- 
fhip was too ill plac'd to be fuccefsfu!. He was more fortu- 
nate in his Suit to yenui, though he had no great Reafon to 
boaft his Lot. The Goddefs was too great a Beauty to be 
conftant, and VuUan too difagreeable to be happy. Shechofe 
Man for her Gallant, and the Intrigue for fome Time went 
on fwimmingly. As Jpolla, or the Suti, had aFriendfhip for 
the Hufband, Man was particularly fearful of his difcover.* 
ingthe Affair, and therefore fet a Boy call'd AlearyoriyOt 
Callui, to warn him and his fair Miflrefs of the Sun's Ap- 
proach. The Ccntinel unluckily fell adccp, and fo the Suii 
faw them together, and let Vukan prefctitly into the Secret. 
The Blatkfmith God to revenge the Injury, again ft their 
next Meeting, contriv'd fo fine and imperceptible a Net- 
work, that they were taken in their Guilt and expofed to 
the Ridicule of the Gods, 'till rek'as'd at the IntercelCon of 
Nfptaae. Man, to punifti Alefli-yo'i for his Neglect, chang'i 
him into a Cock, who to attone his Fault, by his crowiii] 
gives conftant Notice of the Sun-Rife (9). 

This Deity, as the God of Fire, was reprefented vari- 
oufly in different Nations. The Egyptiam depicted him pro- 
ceeding out of an Egg pUc'i! in the Mouth of Jupiter, to 
denote the radical or natural Hea; diffus'd through all created 
Beings. Some Hlftorians make him one of the firit Egyp. 
tiaa Kings, who for his Goodnefs was deify'd ; and add, that 
King Menu ereded a noble Temple to him at ffpiiis, with 2 
Coloflal Statue_ Seventy five Feet high. The Pbanhiani 
ador'd him by the Name of Cryfsr, and thought him the Au- 
thor andCaufeofLightning,and allfiery Exhalations. Soma 
Writers confound him with the fubel Cain of Scripture, Li 

(s) See OvU, Lib. IV. 1S7. 
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sntient Gems and Metlals of the Grteki and RomMs^ tie 
figur'das a lame, deform'd, and fquallid Man working at 
the Anvil, and ufually attended by his Men the Cydopi, or 
* by fome God or Goddefs who come to aik his Afliftancc. 
^ To examine into the Ground of this Fable, we muft have 
once more Recourfe to the Egyptian Antiquities. The Haruf 
of the Egyptians was the moft mutable Figure on Earth ; for 
he afllim'd Shapes fuitable to all Seafons of Time, and 
Ranks of People : To direil the Huftiandmen he wore a 
rural Drefs. By a Change of Attributes he became the In- 
ftrutSor of the Smiths and other Artificers, wbofe Inflru- 
ments he appear'd adorn'd with. This Harm of the Smiths 
had a (hort or lame Leg, to fignify that Agriculture or Huf- 
bandry halts without the Affiflance of the Handicraft or me- 
chanic Arts. In this Jpparatui he was call'd MuUiber (z\, 
BifkaiJ}oi\,T,), and f^u/ian'^^), all which Names the Greiii 
and Rcmani adopted with the Figure, which as ufual they con- 
verted from a Symbal to a God. Now as this Harui was re- 
mov'd from the Side of the beautiful IJii (or the ymm Pan- 
Jemoi) to make Room for the martial Horm, expofed in 
Time of War, it occafion'd the Jeft of the AiTiftants, and 
gave Rife to the Fable of Vulcan's being fupplanted in hia 
Wife's Affeaions by the Godoi War. 

(1} From Malac, to imd and manage i and Bir ot Bicr a. Cave or 
Mint, comes Mtliiirr, the King of itic Minei or Forges. 

(j) From ^pb, Faihet j aod EJo Flte, is form'd Epbaijio, or HifbrC- 
llin ihE Father al Tire. 

(4) From Wd//, to woik, and Crnian, lo haflen, comej tfolcan, ot 
Work finiflied. 



CHAP. XXXVII; ^H 

Of ihe Offspring 0/ V U L C A N. ^B 

THOUGH VuUan had no IITuc by Fcxus, yet he had 
a pretty numerous OiSpring- We have already men- 
tiaa'd his PaiUon fw Minerva. TViii Goiii^ camtv^ovvc 

\J*1 
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T5ay to befpeak fomc Armour of him, he attempted to ravifli 
her, and inthe Struggle, his Seed fell on the Ground and 
produc'd the Monfter Eriehlhenius (5]. A/rafr^a nourifti'd 
him in her Thigh, and afterwards gave him to be nurfedby * 
Agtauros^ Pandrofux, and Herji^ but with a ftrift Caution not * 
to look in the Cradle or Coffer which held him. The firft 
and lait neglefling this Advice ran mad. Etitihomus being 
born with deform'd, or as fome fay, Serpentine Leg;, was 
the firft Inventor of Chariots to ride in. He was the 4lh 
King of Atheni, and a Prince of great Juftice and Equity. 

Cafnj, anotberSonof Fa/iTiin, was of a different Charafler. 
He was a notorious Robber, and receiv'd his Name from his 
confummate Villany (6). He fix'd himfejf on Mount A-uett' 
tiii^ and from thence infcfted all //a// with his Depredations; 
but having ftolen fome Oxen from Herculii, he dragg'd Itim mfim 
backwards to his Cave (7), that the Robbery might not be 
difcover'd by the Track. Hcrcalti, however, palling that 
Way, heard the lowing of his Cattle, broke open the 
Doors, and feizing the Wretch put him to Death. 

A Third Son of Tk/mb, C<ecului (SJ, fo call'd from his 
little Eyes, refembled his Brother Caeuj, and liv'd by Prey. It 
is faid his Mother fitting by the Fite, a Spark flew into her 1 

Lap, upon which fhe concciv'd. Others fay fome Shep- ^H 
herds found him in the Fire as foon as born. He founded the ^H 
City FranfJIe. ^| 

By his Wife Jglaia, one of the Gracet, Vuhan had feveral ^ 
Sons, as Ardalui, the Inventor of the Pipe call'd Tibia. Bre- 
tbau, who being deform'd like bis Father, deftroy'd himfelf 
in the Fire, to avoid the Reproaches he met with, .^thhptt 
who gave his Name to the Mthiepiant, before call'd ^thi' 

(s) Dcriy'd from Ef.J®- anJ xM^t ot Earlh and Contentieni 

(6) From itgucS-, bad or wicked. 

(7) y/rplhai given a fine Defeription ot this C»vb, bat he nwkes hjni 
buIhalCaMan. Seci^ncid VIII. 194.. 

|!) It it thought the nohleRcmin Familj otCtcdlii dttVieliwivx^so* 
fromhim. See rirgil, ^reidX. 54+, and JE.Mv4'V'\.V t%ii. 
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nans, Olinm the Founder of a City of his own Nai 
B^Qtia, jSgfftui horn whom Egyft was Cidl'd, jiHi 
pbiUMi, Morgioa, jidUy and I'everal others. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 
Of tht Cyclops and Polyphemus. 

TH E Cfdopi were the Sons of Neptuni anJ Jmfhiiriit. 
The Principal were Breniti, Siimpei and Pyraetiun^ 
though their whole Number was above a Hundred. They 
were the Journey-Men of P'uken. It is faid, as foon as they 
were born Jupiter threw them into Tartarus, but that they 
were deliver'd at the Interceffion of Ttllus^ and fo becama 
the Afllftants of our God. They had each but one Eye (i) 
plac'd in the Middle of their Foreheads, and liv'd on fuch 
Fruits and Herbs as the Earth brought forth without Cultiva- 
tion. They are reported to have built the Walls of Mjcn* 
and fyrinthe with fitch mafly Stones, that the fmalleft requir'd 
two Yoke of Oxen to draw it. TTie Dealers in Mytho]<^ 
fay, that the Cytlapi fignify the Vapours rais'd In the Air, 
which occafion Thunder and Lightning. 

With thefe we may clafs Pahpbemai^ though he was the 
Son of Neptune, having like the Cytlopi but one Eye ; but gf 
fo gigantic a Stature, that his very Afpeil was terrible. His 
Abode was in Sicily, where he furpriz'd Ulyffii and his Com- 
panions, of whom he devour'd tlirce ; but Ulyjfei making 
him drunk blinded him with a Firebrand, and fo efcap'd 
with the reft. f^i''gii has given us a tine Defcription of ^ig 
Scene (z). 

(9) FrwnK-it>ft' Grju/us, and »'i' Onlai, tVM'aiiieOiu-Ey'd Mm. 

(10) See ri'iil j^neiH, lib. III. 610, but ihe whole DeCcripcioi), 
though admirablo, i* Euo long to be copied. 
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■*^' CHAP. XXXIX. 

• - Of MINERVA or PALLAS. 

1 

WE come next to A'inerva or Pallasi one of the moft 
diftinguifh'd of the t>ii Majorei, as being the G06.- 
dels of 5f«HCf/ and Wifdom, Ciare mentions five (i) of 
this Name; but the molt confiderable was the Daughter of 
yupifer, not by any infamous Amour, nor even by the conju- 
gal Bed, but the Child of his Brain. It is faid her Father 
feeing Juhs barren, through Grief ftruct his Forehead, and 
three Months after came forth Minerwa (z). On the Day of 
her Nativity itrain'd Gold at Rhodes f^}. Her firft Appear- 
ance on Earth was in Liiya, where beholding her own Beau- 
ty in the Lake Triten, {he from thence gain'd the Name of 

She had befide feveral other Apeliations amongft the 
Grerii and Remani. She was call'd Pallai from the brandifli- 
ing her Spear in War. Jihena, becaufe (he was bora full ■ ■ 
grown and never fuckled ; whence alfo flie obtain'd the^ 1 
Nameof-^™rt«yj, Dr Motherlefs. The Epithet of ParrifiwV 
or the Virgin, was given her on account of iier perpetual" 

(0 The idllie Mother of y^o/Zo or Lmana; the zd produced fromthe 
A'j/e ind worihipp'd at i'd/i in Egypi -, llie 3d [he Child of Jupiiir'i Brain i 
the 4.lh the Daughter ol Juphcr snd Curyfba, who mvcmed Charioti 
with four Wheeh \ and the 5th the Child of Paltai whom (he kiil'd, be- 
cauft he attempted hii Chalilty. 

(1] It a raid, yMlcsK wa» [he Midwife, by cleaving his £ku1l with a 
HaLchet i but ibit Tedng an arm'd Virago come out inflcad of a ChiU he 
run avfay. Others report, thatwlien Jnfii'r iv/aiiov'i Mnii, oneoCliIt. 
Wives, he fell with Child of Pallai. 

(3) Hence the itici/iiiiii were ihefirlt who worfhipp'd her, as Clauditm 
remarlEi. 

jlnralii Rhodiia imtra nifiinri Minerva 
/«(«,/< Jovem /.ri>«. 
Some ray it waibccaufelhe taught them the An of making Calojfal Sutiitl. 

(4} An annual Ceremony was pertonn'ri at tliii Lake by ihefir^/m, 
who in diltina BodWt aitack'd cacti olliei with variout Weapons. Tb« 
firtl thai fell was efteem'd not a Maid, iiii thtovjn \raQ\lu;V*'t.« -, \fa. to» 
vflio reaiiv'd moa Wouilcis was cviiei off ul triums^l. 
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Chaftity ; that of Ergaiis, or the Workwoman, for her Ex- f 
cclicncy in Spinning and Weaving ; Mnfica^ from her in- 
venting the Pipe ; Pfhtis, becaufc her Image was fet up in i 
* the Gates ; and Glaucapis or Green-EyM, becaufe her Eyes I 
• were of that Call (^), like thofe of the Owl. I 

Miner-va was the Goddefs of War, Wifdom and Artsi f 
(iich as Weaving, the making Oil, Mufick, efpecially the 
Pipe (6) ; of building Caftles, over which ihe prefided ; and, ) 
in Ihort, was the Patroncfs of ail thofe Sciences, which ren- 
der Men ufeful to Society and themfclves, and intitle them 
to the Efteem of Pofterity. i 

We have already had occafion to obfcrve how this God- 
defs vow'ii a perpetual Virginity, and in what Manner fhe | 
rqedted the Addrefies of ruUan, She was indeed very deli- I 
cate on this Point, for fhe depriv'd Tinfias of his Sight, be- 
caufe he accidentally faw her bathing in the Fountain of ' 
Bilicnn % but at the Interceflion of his Mother CharkU^ flie 
relented fo far, that to compenfate his Lois, fhe endued him 
with the Gift of Prophecy (■]). Nor was (he lets fevcre to 
Mtdujoy who being ravilh'd by Nepiune in her Temple, flie 
reveng'd the Sacrilege, by turning her Locks into Snakes, 
and caufmg all who beheldher after to be chang'd into Stones. 
She was equally jealous of her Superiority in the Arts (he 
invented. Aracbne a Lyliars Princefs, the Daughter of Ummi, 
had the Prefumption to challenge her at Spinning. The 
Folly coft her dear ; for Mintri<a ftruck her with the Spindle 
on the Forehead, and attempting to hang herfelf through 
Defpair, the Goddefs turn'd her into a Spider, in which 

» Shape (he ftUl exercifes the Profeffion (he fo much boafted 
( 5) Yet mmr and all the Poets call her the Bht-E/J Maid. See Pift. 
(6) It is faid, feeing her Clieeks refiefled in the Water ai (he pUy'd. 
flie threw away the Pipe wilh this ExprelTion j Tttr ASufiek -aes tn icar, 
iffvTchai'daiihe Exfetiu •/ Btasiy. 

(7) Ovid relate! the Story of Tinjias very differtnlly j for which tern 
li'iamnrfb. Lib, III. 316. and quote the Stoty. 
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■if^. The Reader may confull O-viJ, if he would fee thi* 

Story fet in z beautiful Light, 

As conduit is oppofitc, in mihtary Affairs, to brutal Va- 
lour, fo Mitcrva is always hy the Poets plac'd in contraft to 
Man, Thus we fee Uamer makes her fide with the Griiii in* 
the Trojan War, while the other Deity takes the Part of the 
Enemy. The Succefs is anfwerablc to thb Difpofition (i), 
and we fee Prudence and Diftipline viiSorious over Valour 
without Counfel, and Force under no Direction. 

One of the nioft remarkable of Minir-vas Adventures, was 
her Contelt with Niptunt, of which Notice has been taken 
under the Article of that Deity. When Cecrefi (bunded 
Aibtat, it was agreed, that whoever of thefe two Deities 
fiiould produce the mofl beneficial Gift to Mankind, fliould 
give Name to the New City. Nipiune with a Stroke of his 
Trident form'd a Hor/e ; Pallai caus'd an OH've to fpring from 
the Ground, and carried the Prize. The Meaning of this 
Fable was to point out, that Agriculture was to a rifing Co* 
lony of more Importance than Navigation. 

MiBtrva was highly honoured, and had feveral Temples 
both in Gretce and Itaiy. The Jiieniam, who always had a 
particular Devotion to her, as the Patronefs of their City, 
in the flourifliing Slate of their Republick, erected a mag- 
niiicent Temple to her by the Name of Pambc/iii, or the 
VirginGaAiefi^ in which they p!ac'd her Statue of Gold and 
Ivory Thirty-nine Feet high, wrought by the Hands of 
PhiMai. She had a Stately Temple at Rome on Mount A-vcii' 
tine, where hcrFeftival call'd Miner-ualia or ^injaairia, was 
celebrated for five Days fucccflively in the Month of Mareb. 
She had fometime; her Altars in common with Fu/ctm, fonie- 
times with Mercury. The ufual Viiilim oiFer'd her was 4 
White Heifer never yoked. The Animals facred to her were 
Ihc Cod, the Ovii, and the Ba/iliji, 
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^ Wc ■muft not here omit llic Palladium (qj, or thht (adi^^ 

Statue of lier which fell down from Heaven, and was pre- 
fcrVd in Troy, as a Treafurc on whofe Safety th;it of the 
* Kingdom depended, Dimnedts and Vfy_f(j found Means to 
Iftcal it, and the City was foon after taken and deflroy'd fioj 
However, it is certain that jSnrai brought cither this or ano- 
dier of the fame Kind with him into Iiafy, and dcpofited it 
at La-vinium, from whence it was remov'd to Rome^ and pJac'd 
in lie Temple of V/Jla. When this Edifice was confum'd 
by Fire, Mitellai, a noble Roman, rufh'd in and brought it 
off, though with the Lofs of his Eyes, in Recompenfe for 
which heroic Aflion, he had the Privilege of coming to the 
Senate in a Chariot, that the Honour might in feme Degree 
aliay the Senfe of his Misfortune, The Remain indeed, vain 
of their Trojan Defcent, regarded the Palladium in the fame 
Light with their Anceflors, and thought the Security and ' 
Duration of their Empire annex'd to the Pofleflion of this 
Guardian Image. 

Come we next to enquire into the mythological Birth and 
Origin of this fabled Gtdde/i, who is no other than the Egyp. 
lian Ifu under a new Drefs or Form, and the fame with the 
Pa/«, or rural Goddefs of the Sai/mj (\ \). The Aibiniani, 
who were an Egyptian Colony from Sais, follow'd the Cuf- 
toms of their Anceftors, hy particularly applying themfelves 
to raifing Flax for Linnen CJoth, and the Cultivation of the 
0/111/ (iz). Now the ^j worftiipp'd at Sail, as prefiding 
over thefe Arts, was a female Figure in compleat Armour. 
TTiis, as Diadorus tells us, was becaufe the Inhabitants of 
this Djnajly, were both the beft Huibandmen and Soldiers in 
(9) Aulhors dllTcf as In Ihii Falbdlum, TomE making it of Wood, and 
■rtding, il coutd move its Eyes and Ihake itt Spsar. Others Oiy, it wac 
compos'd of ihe Bones of Pehfa, and told hy Ihe Sryihiam 10 ilie Trejtii. 
(■□) SomeafTert icv/>i»CnnattxfeilFeilailiumtl\e Greek Cenenti Kola 
away, and thit Mniat (tt'd tlwtrUEOne. Otiiai maiLttvto Pelladimmi. 
(11) Ta vhofe Honour the FealU cali'd PiiA/id were celebrated. Now 
tfait Wordismanifeftly of igy/MiflwDerivalion, hcin^Ukcn (torn Pilil.Ut 
goiern the City ; whence comes eriileb, ihe Publick Order. 

^_ (la) The City of Saii dciiv'd its Name fr.iin this Tree, Zaiib or JWi/. 

^L ^B/fying the Ohvi. 
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^SSh^'. In the Hand of this Image they placed a Shield with 
a Full Moon depicted on it, furroundcd by Serpents, the 
Emblems of Life and Happlnefs. And at the Feet of this 
J/i they plac'd an Oivi, to Ihew it was a nocturnal Sacrifice. 
To this IJii they gave the Name of Mrj/oyi (13), expreflivef 
of-what flie was delign'd to teprefent. The Grceij who were 
ignorant of the true Meaning of all this, did not thinlc fit to 
put fuch a favourable Senfe on the Head of Midufa^ which 
feem'd to them an Objeft of Horror, and open'd a fine Field 
for poetical Imagination. The prelTiiig of the Olives did 
indeed turn Fruit into Stones, in a litteral Senfe; hence they 
made the Mgis or Shield of Mintrva petrify all who beheld it. 
To remind the People of the Importance of their Li nnea 
Manufactory, ih's Egypiiant expos'd in [heir Feftivals ano- 
ther Ifist bearing in her right Hand the Beam or Inftrument 
round which the Weavers roll'd the Warp of their Cloth. 
This Image they cairdMi«r^fl( 14), Now there areantient 
Figures of Pallas extant, which correfpond with this Idea 
( I s). What flill heightens the Probability of this is, that 
the Nameof ^/iawrt.given tothis Goddefs, is the very Word 
in Egypt for the flaxen Thread 06) ufed in their Looms. 
Near this IJi', which was to warn the Inhabitants of the Ap- 
proach of the Weaving or Winter-Scafon,- they plac'd the 
Figure of in Infeft, whoreInduflryii;ems to have given Rife 
toihis Art, and to which they gave the Name of /irac&ve ( 17), 
to denote its Application. All thefe Emblems tranfplanted 
to Gretcf, by the Genius of that People, fond of the mar- 
vellous, were convened into real Objedb, and indeed afford- 
ed Room enough for the Imagination of their Poets to in- 
vent the Fable of the Transformation of Jracbm into a 



(ij) TiotnDuJb,ia^n^i,Qom.etMidiiJhaat Mid-jfa thePreflinj, Sw 

(14) From MflBM'fli, a Weaver's Loom, 
li;) linheCollBflionnf Prints made bj M. D: Craxat. 
(16) jitiKB, Lmnen Tliiead. See Profrrii vU. 16. 
i {17) ?!0tDjfrBih, 10 mako Lifincn Cloib, 



I 



ireCemea 



I20 FA&ai HISTORY 

Minerva, by the Poets and Sculptors, is ufually reprerdl 
in a ftanding Atcitiide compteady arm'd, with a compofed 
but fmiling Countenance, bearing a golden Breaft-Plate, a 
* Spear in her Right-Hand, and her terrible -Sgit in her Left, 
t having on it the Head of iW^i/B/o entwin'd with Snakes. Her 
Helmet was ufually entwin'd with Oliwiy to denote Peace is 
the End of War, or rather becaufc that Tree was facred to 
her. See her PiiAute in Camiray's TiUmajiit. At her Feet 
is generally plac'd the Otu/, or the Cud ; the former being 
the Emblem of Ifi/d.^,, the latter of H'ar. 
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CHAP. XL. 
Of MARS and BELL-ON A. 

MA R S was the Son of Jkbu alone, who being 
grin'd that Jupitir fliould bear Mimrva without her 
Help, to be even with him confulted Flora, who (hew'd her 
a Flower in the Oknian Fields, on touching which Jhc con- 
ceiv'd, and became the Mother of this dreadful Deity (i). 
Vhero, or Fiercenefs, was his Nurfe, and he receiv'd his Edu- 
cation amongft the Sejtbiam, the moft barbarous Nation in 
the World, amongft whom he was ador*d in a particular 
Manner, though they acknowledg'd no other God. 

This Deity had dilFerenc Appellations. The Greth call'd 
him i^r« (z), either from the Deftruflion he caufes, or the 
Silence and Vigilance obferv'd in War. He had the Name 
of GraJivui from his Majeftick Part, and the brandiftiing his 
Spear : This Epithet was peculiar to him in Aiftion, or on 
the OiFenlive. That of ^irinui was applied to h'un when 
on the Defenfive, or at Reft. By the antient Latins he was 
' flyl'd Salijiii/ttiia, or the Dancer, from the Uncertainty that 
attends all martial Eiiterprizes. 

(i) Oiliert make him the Son oij^filir and 7«M, ot of Jufilir and 
f3j £/Ww Jrom Bfiif, to lull i ot (toma"" wfew¥^4e^«- ,. 
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'Man was the God of War^ and in high Veneration with 
the Romania both on account of his being the Father of So- 
mului their Founder, and alfo becaufe of their own Genial^ 
which was always inclin'd to Conqueft. Nama, one of 
their earlieft Kings, though otherwife a pacifick Prince, 
having implor'd the Gods, during a great Peftilcnce, recciv'<i 
a faiall Brafs Bucklerj call'd AnciU, from Heaven, which the 
Nymph Egeria advis'd him to keep with the utmoft Care, 
the Fate of tlie Roman People and Empire depending on its 
Confervation. To fecure fo valuable a Pledge, Numa caus'd 
eleven more Shields of the fame Form to be made ; and in- 
trufted the Care of thefe to an Order of Priefts he inftiluted* 
call'd Salii, or the Priefts of Man, in wbofe Temple the 
Twelve Attcilia were repolited. The Number of thefe 
Priefts were alfo twelve chofen out of the nobleft Families, 
who on the ift of March annually, the Feilival of Mars car- 
ried the Ancilia with great Ceremony round the City, clalli- 
ing their BucUcrs, and finging Hymns to the Gods, iii 
which they were join'd by a Chorus of Virgins chofen to, 
aflift on this Occafion, and drefleJ like themfelves. Thii 
Feilival was concluded with a grand Supper [3). 

jJuguJlus ereiSed a magnificent Temple to Man at Romt^ 
by the Title of Vlior, which he vow'd to him, when he 
implor'd his Alliftance againft the Murderers of Julius Qe/ar- 
The Viifiims facrificed to him were the if-'o'/ for its Fierce- 
nefs, the Her/i on account of its Ufefulncfs in War, the 
Wond-pieier and P'alturt for their Ravenoufnefs, the Cock foe 
his Vigilance. He was crown'd with Grafs, becaule it 
grows in Cities depopulated by War, and thickeft in Places 
moiften'd with human Blood. 

The Hiftory of Mars furniflies few Adventures. We 
have already related his Amour with Vinus, bv whom he had 
Hirmi<me, contraflcd to OrfJIes, and afterwards married to 
Pyrrbas King of Efirm. 
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By the Nymph Sijlmis Man had 7erttii, who re'gn'd in 
Thrace, and married Prtgne the Daughter of Pandian^ King of 
^ibim. This Princefs had a Sifter callM Philomih, a great 
Beauty. Being defirous to fee her, fhe rcquefted her Huf- 
band to go to Aiheni and bring her Sifter, with her Father's 
Permiflion to her. Tenus by tlie Way fell in Love with his 
Charge, and on herrejeflinghisSollicitations, ravifli'd her, 
cut out her Tongue, and eiiclos'd her in a ftrong Tower, 
pretending to his Wife Ihe died in the Journey. In this 
Condition the unhappy Princefs found Means to embroider 
her Story and fend it to her Sifter, who Cranfported with 
Rage, contriv'd how to revenge the Injury. Firfl (he 
brought her Sifter Home privately ; next fhe kiJl'd her Son 
liji, and ferv'd up his FJefh to his Father for Supper; After 
he had eat it, flie expofed the Head, and told him what flie 
had done ; Tenui mad with Fury purfued the Sifters, who In 
their Flight became transformed, Pmgnt to a S-wei/atv, and 
Fhilamila to a Nightingale. Ifyi was by the Gods chang'd to 
a Pheafant, and Ttrcui himfelf into a Lapwing. OwU has 
(a) given this Story with Iiis ufual Embelliftiments. 

Man married a Wife call'd Neria, or Ntrieai, (^) which in 
the Sabixe Tongue fignlfies Valour or Strength. He had fc- 
veral Children, the Principal of whom were Bytbii, who gave 
his Name to Bytbinia; Thrax from whom Ihrati was fo 
call'd ; ^ncf/iaui, J/talapiuj, Biflon, ChaJybi, Slryniiia^ Parlbf 
nofa:ui, Tmolm^ Py!in, Euinus, Calyian, fffir. 

This Deity having kill'U HaUmihiui the Son of Niptmn, 
was indifled before the Aflembly of the Gods for the Mur- 
iher, as well as for the Crime of Debauching Alcippe, Sifter 
to the Deceas'd. Twelve Gods were prefent, of whoin&c 
were for acquitting him ; fo that by the Cuftom of the QBmt, 
when the Voices were equal, the favourable Side carrying it, 
he came off. Some fay this Trial was in the famous Arafegas^ 

(4.) SeeOt,./, Lib. VI. 415. 

r {J HencB the Qlaudhn Family at Rimi, arc faid to derive the Sir-Nuns 
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or Hill of Man at Athens, a Court which in fucceeding Time 
gain'd the highefl Reputation, for the Juftice and Impartia- 
lity (b) of its Proceedings. 

Mats was neither invulnerable nor invincible ; for wc find ^ 
him in Homer both wounded and purfucd by DiomeJes^ but 
then it muft be confider'd that Hamcrv/zs fo good a Patriot, 
that he always affeiis to difgrace the Gods, who took the 
Trojan's Part. 

Mars, whatever his Appearance be, was of Egyptian Ori- 
ginal. This Nation was divided into three ClaiTes, the 
PrJefts, the Huslandmen, and the Arti ficers ; of thefe, the 
firft were by their Profefljon exempted from War. and the 
iaft reckon'd too mean to be employ'd in Defence of the 
State; fo that their Militia was wholly taken from the fecond 
Body. We have already obferv'd, that in the Sacrifices 
which preceded their Military Expeditions, their ifii appeat'd 
in a warlike Drefs, and gave Rife to the Greek Pallai^ or 
Minerva. The Herus which accompany'd this Figure, was 
alfo equipp'd with his Helmet and Buckler, and call'd by 
the Name of Harits (■]), or the formidable. ThtSyriam 
foften'd this Word to Haais (8j ; the Greeij chang'dlit to 
jirei i the Gauls pronounc'd it Hejai i and the Ramam and 
Sabinei Wants or Mars. Thus the military Horus of the 
Egyptians became perfonify'd and made the God of Combats I 
or War- 1 

Man is ufually defcrib'd in a Chariot drawn by furious ' 
Horfes, compieatly arm'd, and extending his Spear with tho 
one Hand, while with the other Hand he grafps a Sword 
embrued in Blood. His AfjJeiS is fierce and favage. Some- 
times Di/iord IS reprefented as preceding his Car, while C/a~ 

(6) Thefe Judses vtcre cholen out of Perfons of the moft blameiefs Cha- 
raflcn. Tbey fuffcr'd no verbal Pleariingi before ihem, Icalt a fatfe Elo- 
qiience taiitn varnilh ■ bad Caufe j and all ihcir Sentences wen given ' 
Wriling, and dolivei'd in the Dark. 

(7) TiamHtriii, violent onntaged. See ^oi xv. jo. 

(8) Haxii, (Syr) the terrible in War, PpIrnXXH.*. tVtV>"»' 
MlJ'd him M Guertrb, or tlia Father o[ Comt»U -, •wVwax. fet Rot 

benaw 'd their Graiivti Pater, 

R 2 
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tKDur. Fear and ttrrar appear in his Train. Virgi! has given 
a Delcription of this God pretty much agreeable to thi^ 

• BiUona is ufually reclconM the Sifter of Man, though fome 
• call her boih his Sifter and Wife, As her Inclinations were 
equally cruel and favage, file took a Pleafure in fharing his 
Dangers, anil is commonly depiflur'd as driving his Chariot 
with a Bloody Whip in her Hand. Jppius ClauJiui built her 
a Temple at Rome, where in her Sacrifices call'd Be/ionaritn 
herPrieftsus'd toftafti ihemfelves with Knives. Juft oppo- 
file ftood the Caliimna Bellka, a Pillar from whence the He- 
rald threw a Spear, when War was proclaimM againft any 
Nation. She is faid to be the Inveiitrefs of the Needle (loj, 
from which ftie took her Name. 

This Goddefs is reprefented fometimes holding a lighted 
Torch or Brand, at others with a Trumpet, her Hajj cotn- 
posM of Snakes clotted with Gore, and her Garments ftain'd 
with Blood, in a furious and diltrafled Attitude. 



(9) ^'>j". -^neidVIII. 700 

(10) fromB.^.n, » Needle. 
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IT may not be improper now to pafs to fofter Pi£lures, 
whofe agreeablenefe may ferve as a Coniraft to the ftrong- 
er Images juft difplay'd As Plenty and Abundance repair 
the Wafte and Havock of War, we fliall next to Man intro- 
duce Cirei, a Divinity friendly and beneficent to Mankind. 

This Goddefs was ^e Daughter of Salirn and Rite. Suify, 

jfl/ica, Creity and Egypt claim the Honour of her Birth, each 

Country producing its Reafons, though the firft has the gc- 

r}erst.\ Suffrage, \n her Youth flie was fo beautiful, that her 

fifother ^a^i/tr fell in Love vfnU \iw, bij wVom ftxc \v»si. 

Pri.JtTfiiu' 
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'^nfirpine, Neptune next enjoy'd her, but the Fruit of this 
Amour is controverted, fome making it a Daughter, call'd 
Hira, others a Horfe call'd Arion. Indeed as this laft Deity 
carefs'd her in that Form, the latter Opinion fecms belt 
founded. However this be, (he v/as fo afham'd of this laft 
Affair, that flie put on mourning Garments, and retir'd to a 
Cave, where (he continued fu long, that the World was in 
Danger of perifliing for Want {ij. At laft Pan difcover'd 
her Retreat, and inform'd Jupiirr, who by the InCerceflion 
of the Parc<s, or Fates, appeas'd her, and prcvail'd on her 
to return to the World. ■ 

For fome Time flie took up her Abode in Coreyra, from | 
whence (he removed to Sidly. where the Misfortune befell 
her of the Rape of Profirpinc her Daughter, by Piuia. The 
difconfolate Mother immediately carried her Complaints to 
JapUer, upbraiding him with his permitting fuch an Injuf- 
ticetobe committed, efpecially on the Pcrfon of his own 
Daughter. But obtaining Uctle Satisfadlion, (he lighted 
her Torches at Mount jEina, and mounting her Car drawn 
by winged Dragons, fet out in Search of her beloved Daugh- 
ter. As her Adventures in this Journey were pretty remar- 
kable, we (hali mention them in their Order. 

Her firft Stop was at Aihtm, where being hofiiitably re- 
, ceiv'd by Ctlius, (he in Return taught him tofow Corn, and 
■'' nourifh'd his Son Tripieiemui widi celeftial Milk by Day, at 
Night covering him with Fire to render him immorca!. Cc/mt 
out of Curiofity difcovering this laft Particular, was fo af- 
frighted, that he cry'd out and reveal'd himfelf, on which 
theGoddefs kill'd him. As to his Son, Ores lent him her 
Chariot, and fent him through the Woild to inftrufl Man- 
kind in the Benefits of Tillage- 

She was next entertain'd by Hypaikaon and Mcgmira (z) his 
Wife, who fet Wine before her, which (he rclus'd, as un- 
fuitablc to her mournful Condition ; but (he prepar'd herfelf 

^K^fi) BecsnfcdurinjherAbftncethe Earth pioAacE4TiDCOTnOT'^™.'is, 
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a Drink from an Infufion of Meal or Corn, which flic after- 
wards ufed. Tamil [3), an Attendant of Migaaira's, us'd to 
divert liie Goddefs with Stories and Jefts, which flie repeated 
in a certain Kind of Verfe. It happeii'd, during a Sacrifice 
made her lierc, that ^liai. Son to Miganira, derided the Ce- 
remony, and ufed the Goddefs with opprobrious Language, 
whereupon fprinkJing him with a certain Mixture fhe held in 
her Cup, he became a Newt or Water- Lizard. Erijithton 
alfo for cutting down a Grove confecrated to her, was pu- 
nifli'd with fuch an infatiable Hunger, that nothing could 
fatisfy him, but he was forc'd to gnaw his own Flefh, 

From thence Cem pafs'd into Lycia, where being thirfly, 
and defiring to drink at a Spring, the Clowns not only hin- 
der' d her, but fully 'd and dillurb'd the Water, reviling her 
for her Misfortunes, upon which ihe turn'd them into Frogs. 
Thefe Frogs, though already puniih'd for affronting his 
Sifter, had the Folly to a[ky»pUer to grant them a King. 
He fent them a Frog, whom they rejected, and delired ano- 
ther, upon which the God fent them a Water- Serpent, who 
devoured them, and eiFeiiually convinced chem of their 
Weaknels. 

It is difputed, who firft inform'd Cow where her Daugh- 
ter was; fomeafcribe the Intelligence to 7'"^'(i/f»iaj, and hig 
Brother Eubulem ; but the moft Part agree in giving the Ho- 
nour of it to the Nymph Areihafa (a Fountain in Sicily) (^), 
who flying the Purfuit of the River Alphem, faw this God- 
defs in the infernal Regions. 

We have hut one Amour of Cires recorded. Finding 
"Jafion the Son of Jupiier and EUSra afleep in a Field newly 
plough'd up, Ihe acquainted him with her Paflion, and bore 
him flatus the God of Riches ; hut Js^e incens'd to fee his 
Son become his Rival, kill'd him with a Thunderbolt 

Ctrii had feveral Names ; flie was call'd Magna Dea, or the 
Great Goddefs, from her Bounty in fupporting Mankind ; 
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Melaiea, from her black Cloathing ; Euchlica from htrVer- 1 
dure J ^//fla Alirix and Mammofa, from her nouriftiing and 
impregnating all Seeds and Vegetables, and being as it were 
the common Mother of the World. The Arcadiavs, by • 
Way of Excellence, ftyl'd \>&x Pcfpnna^ or the Li^dy. She* 
was a!fo honour'd with the peculiar Epithet of Tbe/mapborisy 
or the Legiflatrefe, becaufe Hulbandry firll taught the Ufe of 
Land-Marks, and the Value of Ground, the Source of all 
Property and Law. 

It muft be owned this Goddefs was not undeferving the 
higheft Titles given her, confidered as the Deity who firft 
taught Men to plow and fow, to reap and houfe their Corn, 
to yoke Oxen, to make Bread, to cultivate all Sorts of Pulfe 
and Garden-StufF (except Beans) (;), though fome make 
Baechui the firft Inventor of Agriculture. She alfo inftrufled 
Mankind to fix Limits or Boundaries, to afcertain their Pof- 
fellions. 

There was none of the celeftial Aflembly, to whom more 
folemn Sacrifices were inftituted than to Cires. The Place 
where fhe was principally worfhipp'd, wasat£'/«/j, where 
her Rites were perform'd in the moft folemn and myfterioua ' 
Manner. They were celebrated only once in fiveYeare; 
all the Matrons initiated, were to vow a perpetual Chaftity. 
At the Commencement of the Feftiva!, a Feail was kept for 
feveral Days, during which Wine was banifh'd the Altars 
After this the Pioceflion began, which confifted in the Car- 
rir.ge of the facred Baikets or Canifters, in one of which was 
inclos'd a Child with a golden Serpent, a Van, Grains, Cakes, 
ta'f. The Reprefentationof the Myfterics, during which % 
profound Silence ('6^ was to be obferv'd, concluded thus: 
After a horrid Darknefs, Thunder, Lightening, and what- 
ever is moft awful in Nature, fucceeded a calm and bright 
Illumination, which difcover'd four Perfons fplendidly ha- 

(5) There are Tevtral Beafons iflign'd, ioi the Fyibagercan Precept o( 
abltainitig Itom Brum. [Alflmc g Fain.] 

(6) It wasDnth lo Ipcak, or to tcveal wtMpiWlNti \,V<Ae ^^^■{^■.att^ 
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bited. The firft was callM the Hhrophai'i. or the Expoii 
of facrtdThingiy and reprefented t'na Demiurgui ; or Supreme 
Being: The Second bore a Torch, and fignify'd O^i/, or 
the Sun ; the Third flood near the Altar and fignify'd Ifay 
*or the Moon ; and the Fourth, whom they cail'd the Hot/ 
MeJJinger, perfonated Anubis, or Mercury (■}). To thefc. 
Rites none were admitted but Pcrfons of the tirft Charafler, 
for Probity or Eminence. Only the Priefts were fuffer'd to ' 
fee the Statue of the Goddefs. All the Aflembly ufed lighted 
Torches, and the Solemnity concluded with Games, in which 
the Vifiors were crown'd with Ears of BarJey. 

According to Hercdituj, thefe Rites were brought from 
Egpt to Grace, by the Daughters of Danaiu. Others fay 
that Eamolpus the Son of TripisUmui and Drhptf transfen'd 
them from Ehujii to Aiheni. 

The Ihrfmopboria, or lefler FeRivals of Csrcs, were cde- 
brated annually at Argm, and in many Points refembled the 
EUufinian Myfteries, though they fell fliort of them very 
much in the Dignity and Grandeur of the Celebration. 

^ Mtmmius the jEdile firft introduLcd thefc Rites into 
"Rorat by the Title of Ccrealia (8). None were admitted to 
the Sacrifices, guilty of any Crime j {o that when i^era at- 
tempted it the Rsman Matrons exprels'd their Refeiitmeni by 
going into Mourning. This Feftival was cWd by a Ban- 
quet and publick Horfe- Races. 

TheJmhar'ualia were Fcafls celebrated by the Soman Huf- 
handmen in Spring, to render Cer^j propitious, by ludraiing 
their Fields. Each Mafter of a Family furnifh'd aViftim 
Ivith an Oaken Wreath round its Neck, which he led thrice 
round his Ground, foUow'd by his Family fuiging Hymns, 
and dancing in Honour of die Goddefs. The Otferiiigs 
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(7) Tho whole Purport o( this Reprefenlation. wasderigp 

K the deroJale Slate of Mankind after the FJcod, »vA lh«<i 

cF Af;ricullure and Indoftry. 

(%) Tbu appears fiom ■ Medal of this MagUlrate, on whi. 

_ 9 of Cera holding in ode Hand tlirw Ui« oi Com-, 

Torch, tLDd tvjth liei Ltft-FMl treading on » ^ib««. 
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hfed in (he Luftration were Milk and New Wine. At the 
Qofe of ihe Harveft there was a fecoiid Feftival, in which 
the Goddefs was prefented with the firft Fruits of the Seafon, 
and an Entertainment provided for the Relations and Neigh- 
bours. * 

The Beginning of ^pril the Gardeners facrificed to Cim, 
to obtain a plentiful Produce of their Groimds, which were, 
under her ProteiSion. Gttro mentions an artienl TemplA 
of hers at Catania in Sm/y, in >vhich the Offices were pei- 
form'd by Matrons and Virgins only, no Man being ad- 
mitted. The ufual Sacrifices to this Goddefs were a Sow, 
with Pig, or a Ram. The Garlands us'd by her in her Sacrifices ' 
were of Myrtle or Rapeweed ; but Flowers were prohibited^ | 
becaufe Proferpine was loft as flie gathered them. The Po/flj ' 
alone was facted to her, not only becaufe it grows amongft 
Corn, but becaufe in her Diftrefc yufiter gave it her to eat, 
that fhe might deep and forget her Troubles. 

Let us now endeavour to find fome Explanation of, this 
Hiftory of Certi. If we have Recourfe to our former Key, 
we fhall find the Ceret of Hirily and Eltufii, or of Rome and 
Grme,. Js no Other than the Egiptian IJis, brouglit by the 
PbinUiaismXa thofe Countries. The very Name of Myftery 
(g) given to the tUufinlan Rite^;, {hews they are of Egyptian 
Origin. The Ifis which appear'd at tlie Feaft appointed for 
the Commemoration of the State of Mankind after the 
Flood, reprefonced the Earth, and bore the Name of Ccrtj 
(xo), fuitable to her Intention. She Was figur'd in Mourn- 
ing, and with a Torch, to denote the Grief ihe felt for the 
Lofs of Perfipbanr (i \) her favourite Daughter, and ihe Pains 
Ihe was at to recover her. The Torch atfo fliew'd the Pains 
Men were at to invent in th^t Time of Diilrefs Torches and 
Fire to warm and light them during the cold Winter Nights, 
which follow'd that great Change of Nature, and were be- 

(9) From M./if , a Vail o 
(iq) FromCrt/fi, Diirolut 
(ii) FiomPtri, Fruiior; 
ibe Corn lo(i. 
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fore unknown. The Poppies with which this ^ " 
crown'd, fignify'd the Joy Men receiv'd at the firft abun- 
daiitCrop'fii^- Tri/iM/;«KJwas only the Attendant tf!>r«f^i3_^, 
bearing in his Hand tlie Handle of a Plough, and CiJetu hia 
Father was no more than (i^J the Name of the Tools ufed 
in fonning this ufefut Inftrument of Agriculture. Eumeiftt 
expre&'d (i 5 J the Regulation or Formation of the People 
to Indufti-y and Tillage ; and Proftrpitia. or Perjiphonah found 
again, was a lively Symbol of the Recovery of Corn almoft 
loft in the Deluge, and its Cultivation with Succefs. Thus 
the Emblems almolt quite fimple of the moft important 
Event which ever happened in the World, became, when 
tranfplanted to Greict and Rami, the Sources of the moft ri- 
diculous Fable and grofleft Idolatry. 

Cere: was ufually reiirefcnted of a tall majeftick Stature, 
feir Complexion, languifliing Eyes, and yellow or flaxen 
Hair ; her Head crown'd with Poppies, or Ears of Corn, her 
Breafts fiili and fwelliiig, holding in her Right-Hand a Bunch 
/of the fame Materials with her Garland, and in her Left a 
lighted Torcli, When in a Car or Chariot, ftie is drawn by 
winged Dragons. 

(11) flo^ofignifies a double Crop, ind iialfothe Name for the Poppy. 

(13) From Tare/ lo break, andfikm a Forrow, •MnKiTripmltm, m 
tbe AH of PJouglilng. 
. (14) Cilsu, ; from Celi, a Tool or VelTel. 

rirgia frying Ce]di-vilifj«i fufcHtx Virj;il Geo. 

(15) From H'jm People, and jllap to lesm ; is deriv'd Eumtlri 
£amiilfiii, j.t. thePeoiiletesulaCedor inilrufled. 
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Of BACCHUS. 
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AS Corn and Wine are the nobleft Gifts ofNaturf, fe H 
is no Wonder in the Prcgrefs of Idolatl-y, if they be- 
came deify'd. and had their Altars. It is therefore no uniu- 
ttiTdl TraalkioiZf if from Ccr«we Yiatuj Bactbm, 

■ I I 
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This Deity was the Son of yupiitr and Simeh {as has been 
ohferved in the Article of JupiiirJ and was born at Ihehis. 
Cicira mentions five ( i ) of the Name. It is faid the Nymphs 
took, Care of his Education, though fume afcribe this Office i 
to the Hiree 01 Hours : Others to the Naiades. Mercury aflery 
this carried him into Eidiica^ to Matris the Daughter of AriJ- 
teus, (2) who anointed his Lips with Honey ; but Juna in- 
ccns'd at his finding Proteftion \n a Place facred to her, ba- 
nifh'd him thence ; fo that Mams fled with him into the 
Country of the Pbaniciani, and nourifti'd him in a Cave. 
Others fay, that Cadmus Father to Semcie difcovering her 
Crime, put her and the Child into a wooden Ark, which by 
the Tides was carried to Oreat^ a Town of Laceiiia, where 
Semele being found dead, was bury'd with great Pomp, and 
the Infant nurs'd by ho in a Cave. During this Perfecution, 
being tir'd in bis Flight, he fell allcep, and an ^mpbijlena, or 
two-headed Serpent of the moft potfonous Kind, bit his 
Leg ; but awaking he ftruck it with a Vine Twig, and that 
kill'd it. 

In his Infancy fome Tyrbenian Merchants found him aflecp 
on the Shore, and attempted to carry him away ; but fud. 
deuiy their Mafts were encompa&'d with l^inn, and tiieir 
Oars with I'vy, and ftruck with Madnets, they jump'd into 
the Sea, where the God changed them into Dolphins. 

Bacchus, during the Giants War, diftinguifli'd himfelf 
greatly by his Valour in the Form of a Lion, while Jupiter 
to encourage his Son ufed the Word iaiw, which became 
afterwards frequently us'd in his Sacrifices, Others fay, that 
in this Rebellion the fiians cut our Deity to Pieces ; but that 
Fatlat took his Heart, while yet panting, and carried it to 

ti) Thf ift the Son of Jufi't' and Ptajirphc j the id tiit Egyfiian 
B.'cihui, the Sor of iV./(, wUo kill'd Nyfa ; the 3d the Son of Cafrius, 
whoreignM in jfjia ; the 4th tiltSoa of Jupiter itii Luna ; and the 5lh 
born o( N<fm and thicnt. 

(1) Others (ay Mcnury cirried him to l^jfa, » City oi jiratia atar 
Bgjfi. 

b &2 '^ 
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her Father, who colletSed the Limbs anJ reanimated 
Body, after it had (lept three Nights w\t\\ Pro/erpine (■>,). 
The moft memorable Exploit of Bacchui was his Exped!- 
• lion lo hdia, which employ'd him three Years. He fet out 
from Egypt, where he left Mereuriui Trijuugifius to aflift his 
"Wife in Quality of Co-Regent, and appointed Hireukt his 
Viceroy- Bujiriihe, conftituted Prefident of Ph^rnuia^ and 
^niaus of Libya, after which he march'd with a prodigious 
Army, carrying with him Triftohmui and Jtfore, to leach 
Mankind the Arts of Tillage and planting the Vine. Hia 
firft Progrefs wasweftward {i^} and during his Courfeho 
■was join'd by Ptin and Lufa:, who gave their Names to diffe- 
rent Parts oilhria. Alterthghis Views he retum'd through 
Eibispia, where the Satin and Mufss increas'd his Army, and 
from thence crofling the Red Sea, he penetrated through 
Jfia to the remoteft Parts of hdia. in the Mountains of which 
Country, near the Source of the Ganges he ereited two Pil- 
lars, to fliew that he had vifned the utmoft Limits of the ha- 
bitable World (^). After this returning Home with Gloryj 
he made a triumph-ant Entry into Tini^t, offer'd Part of his 
Spoils to Jvpiltr, and facrificed to him the richeft Spices of 
the Eart. He then apply'dhimfelf folcly to Aifairs of Go- 
vernment, to reform Abufss, cnadt good Laws, and confuh 
the Happinefs of his People, for which he not only obtain'd 
the Title of the Laia-gi'uer, by Way of Excellence, but 
was deify 'd after Death. 

JuM having Kruck him with Madrcfs, he had before this 
wander'd through Part of the World- Praitui, King of 
Egypt, was the firft who receiv'd him kindly. He next went 

I to Cyiella in Pir^gia, where being expeifted by RiiOy he was 
; 



(3I The Mythologifts fay, that ihii is lo rtenole the Cul 




will grow, but that ihey will ba tlireo Years before ihey con 


K to bear. 


(4) i-flfl gave his Suae to Spatn or H'/jvBia, or Ui 1 


:0 Lujitama or 



Citiei, and pairm; tho HiHif. 
, 'hofounried the City MainH^. 
To SfacrJp he give the Country from him call'd Mactiiiua, and left Trip. 

^/nsnt in jJnise 10 inltfufl the I'cople, 

I \ 
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uiltiated in the Myfteries of Cji^/f. Ljcurgui. King of the 
Eiitni, near the River Stryman, affronted him in this Journey* 
for which BacchuiAz^xh/'A him of his Reafon; fo that when 
he thought to prune his Vines, he cut off the Legs of his • 
Son Dryai and his own. By Command of the Oracle, his 
Subjedts imprifon'd him, and he was torn in Pieces by wild 
Hories- It is eafy to fee how iiiconfiftent thefe Accounts of 
the fame Perfon are, and diat the Attions of difterent Bae^ 
thufis are afcrlb'd to one. 

We have two other Inftances recorded of the Refentment 
of this Deity. Ahithoe a thiban Lady derided his PridtefliS 
and was transform'd into a Bat i Pitithtus the Son of ZchiM 
and Aga'vi, for ridiculing his Solemnities, (call'd Orgia) vii 
torn in Pieces by his own Mother and Siiters (6) who in 
their Madncfs took him for a wild Boar. 

The Favourite Wife of Bocthut was Jrladnty whom he 
found in the Me of l^axss, abandon'd by Theftas, and lovM fo 
paflionately, that he plac'd the Crown fhe wore as a Conftel- 
lation in the Skies. By her he had StafWm, Thjai^tii, Hj~ 
laiittus, iSc. 

Cijuiy a Youth whom he greatly eflecm'd, fporting with 
the Sotyh, was accidentally kill'd. Bacchus chang'd him into 
the Plant Jiiy, which became in a peculiar Manner confe- 
craied to his Worfhip. Sitcnus^ another of his Favourites, 
wandering from his Mafter, cameto Mi^/, Kingof /'irj'^ia. 
at whofe Court he was well receiv'd. To requite this Favour 
Bacchus promis'd to grant whatever he requefled. 7"he Mo- 
narch, whofe ruling Pafiion was Avarice, defir'd all he 
touch'd might be turn'd to Gold i but he foon felt the In- 
conveniency of having his Wifli granted, when he found 
his Meat and Drink converted into Metal. He therefore 
pray'd the God to recall his Bounty, and rcleafe him from 
his Mifery. He was commanded to wafh in the River i*4k- 
talus, which from that Time had golden Sands (7). . 
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(Z) Baeekui had a great Variety of Names ; he was e 
Dioityjiui (q) from his Father's Lameiiefs, while he carry'd 
him in his Thigh : The Apellation of Bifarmii was given 
' him, becaufe he fometimes was reprefeiited as o!d, foraetimes 
* asyoungi that otBriJieus from his inventing the Wine-PrcS 
(loji that of Bramius from the crackling of Fire heard 
when Stmelt perifli'd by the Lightening of Jufitcr j that of 
Bimaur, from his having two Mothers, or being twice bom. 
The Gretis ilyl'd him Bugenis, or born of an Ox, becaufc 
he was drawn with Horns i and for the fame ReaTon the 
Latins call'd him Tauriformb. He was najned Dicmon iatmiy 
fcecaufe in all FeaJls the laft Oafs was drunk to his Honour- 
Eviai, Eveiti and E'van, were Names us'd by the Bacchanals 
in their wild Ptoc^jBons, as were thofe of £/»j and Elilnn' 
He was ftyl'd lacchui frcrni the Noife (i\) made by his Vo- 
taries in their drunken FroJicks; Ltmeas, bccaufe Wine af- 
fwages the Sorrows and Troubles of Life (it) ; Liber and 
Liier Paitr, becauie he fets Men free from conftraiiit, and 
puts them on an Equality ; and on the fame Account he was 
firnam'd Lji>xai ondLje.^i'i (i^J ■, NySiUuj was an ApeUation 
given him, hecaufe his Sacrifices were often celebrated in the 
Night ; from his Education on Mount A^^, he gain'd Ae 
Epithet of Ni/^us, as alfo that of 'IbyDna:uj from Thyt his 
Nurfe; and that of Trivmfiuj from his being the firil who 
jnltituted Triumph. 

The principal Feftivals of Bacchui were the O/cophiirta, in- 

(8) From B««);(in, to run mad, beciufi: Wine inflames, and deprive* 
Men of thdr Realon. 

(g) From At&-, God, and >■"«( iRtne or eripphd. 

(lo) Some derive it from iffi/i hit Nurfe t others from the Promontory 
Brifa in the Ifle of Lijhoi, where he was chiefly worlhlpp'd. 

(ti) From '''•"X'"'! loexctaimor roar. See C/umAan's Rape of Pr>- 

fia) From Lenio to foften j hot Srr-viu! gives the Epithet a Grtili Ety_ 
ninlogy from ^»<>i a Wine-PreTi. The flrfl Conjeflure U beft fup. 
ported by the Poou. 

Cura fugil, mal'c diluUnrjae wiiro. Ovid. 
fij) From ?iVji, (o unlootg or let ftte. 
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ftitutedbythe Pkanuiani. The Triiteriea (i^) Celebrated ^ 
in Remembrance ol his three Years Expedition to InJia^ 
The EpilaKia were Games appointed at the Time of Vin-; 
^c, in which they contended who fbould tread out moft • 
Jtf«/? or Wine, and fuiig Hymns to the Deity. The ^tbt- ' 
■jtfxj obfetv'd a certain Feaft cail'd Jpaturia ; as alfa others 
call'd Afcelia and Ambrefia. Thefe latter were celebrated ii 
January, the Month facred to Baccbiu: die Rtmam calFiiJ 
tiiem Sruma.Ua, and kept them in Fitmary znd -^"^^ ^is^fX 
but the moft confiderable of the Romam with Regard to thil I 
God, were the Baubaaalia, Dionyfia oz Orgia folemniz'd 4 
Mid- Day in Ftbruarj by Women only at iirit ; but : 
wards by both Sexes. Thefe Rites were attended with fuch " 
abominable Exceffes and Wickednefs, that the Senate wei« 
Oblig'd CO abolifli them by a publiclc Decree (if>). 

The V idims agreeable to Bacchus were the Gaat and JitfVc, 
becaufe thefe Animals are dcftruflive to ther/n«; the Drut- 
goH, and the Pje on account of its chattering. TheTrert 
and Plants ufed in his Garlands were the }-vy, the fir, the 
Oak, and the Herb Rapewecd ; as alfo die Flower DefiM 
or Narcifus. 

Bacchus was the God of Mirth, Wine, and good Qieer, 
and as fuch the Poets have not been fparing in their Praifes 
on all Occafions of Pleafure and focia! Joy they never 
fail'd to invoke his Prefence, and to thank him for the Blcf- 
iings he beftow'd. To him chey afcrib'd the Forgetfulnefs of 
their Cares, and the fofc Tranfports of mutual Friendftiip 
and chearful Converfation. It would be cndlefs to repeat 
the Compliments paid him by the Greek and laiiii Poets, who 
fOT the mod Part were hearty Devotees to his Worfhip. 

Some by a forced Par;!llcl compare Baahui to Ninfoil, and 
Others wiU have him to be the fame with Mo/ts ; but thefe 
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(14.) Virgil, ^niid IV. 503. 

(n) SteCr/. Rhtdng. Lib. XVII. cap. 5; 

(16) Sec IferjR, Book lt."OdaXIX, MKhoflY tonfcwtteiwVw^tt 
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Conje^ures, however ingenious or plaufible, are del 
of any foiid Foundation. 

Bacclmiy by the Poets and Painters, is reprefented as a cor-* 
• pulent Youth { 17) naked, with a ruddy Face, wanton look) 
^and effeminaie Air, He is crown'd with Ivy and Vine- 
Leaves, and bears in his Hand a Ihyrfm ( 1 8) encircled wiih 
the fame. His Car is drawn fomctimes by Lyons, at others 
by Tygers, Leopards, or Panthers, and furrounded by 
a Band of Satyrs and M.enadts, or Wood-Nymphs in fran- 
tick Poilures ; and, to dofe the mad Proceflion, appears old 
SiltKBi riding on an Afs, which was fcarcely able to carry fo 
fet and jovial a Companion. 

To arrive at the true Original of this fabled Deity we 
muft once more rcvilit Egyjii the Mother- Country of the 
Gods. We have aheady had fufficient occafion to remark; 
how their Hsruj changed his Name and Attributes according 
to the Seafons, and the Circumftances or Operations he was 
intended to direct To cornmemorate the ancient State- of 
Mankind, Horui appeai-'d under the Symbol of a Child with 
a Serpent by its Sitle, and alTumed tlie Name of BeK-StmtU 
(19). This was an Image of the Weakncfs and Imperfec- 
tion of Husbandry after the Deluge. The Greeks who knew 
nothing of the true Meaning of the Figure, call'd it the Son 
of SemcU, and to heighten its Honour made Jupiiir his Fa- 
ther, or according to the Eaflern Style (zo), produc'd him 
out of his Thigh. They even embelhfti'd the Story with 
all the marvellous Circumftances of his Mother's Death, and 
fo efFe£hially compieated the Fable. 

Let us add to this, that in all the antient Forms of Invo- 
cation to the fupreme Being, they ufed the Expreffions af- 




(17) Bacchus was fointtimM depiflur'if u at) olii Man wiih a Beard, 
at Eh\ in Crmi, and it was only then ha bad Hotni given liimj ft"" 
limes he was cloalli'd wiih a Tiger's Skin. 

<iS) The Thyrju, wis 1 wooden Javctin with an Iron Head. 

(19) BtK'Sime/i, or theChildof IheRcprefeniaiio'i. 

(aa) See Grr.tfis xlvi. xS, TpetkiDg of Jttth't CliUdren, or who 
'ilofhit Thlsli. 
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terwards appropriated to Bacchus, fuch as io Temmhe (2^) 
ia Baccbe ( 2\) ! or ioBacolh! JehD-aa! He^.-in, Hcjrtt, 
Ebab(2^)! zniHuE^,! Aita BJh (%(,). Thefe Exdam*^ 
tions were repeated in After-Ages by the People, who hat. 
no longer any Senfe of their true Signification, but applieJ 
them to the Objefts of their Idolatry. In their Huntings 
they ufed the Outcries of io Sahoi (z-;)-, io Niffi, which with 
a little Alteration became the Titles of the Deity we are 
fpeaking of. The Romans or Laiini of all thefe preferr'd thtf 
Name of Baccotb, out of which they compos'd Bacchus, Tb«J 
more delicate Ear of the Greeks chofe the Word Io HiJJi, ouji' 
of which they form'd Disnyjius. Hence it is plain that nd 
xsaX Bacchus ever exifled, but that he was only a Mafque of 
Figure of fome conceal'd Truth. In fllott, whoever atten- 
tively reads Horace's inimitable Ode to Bacchus {2SJ, will 
fee that Bacchus meant no more than the Improvement of the 
World, by the Cultivation of Agriculture, and the planting 
of the Vine. 

(23) Ii Trrsmic ! Let at cry to the Lord t Hence Diihymntiui, , 

(14) laBaccab! Go4 fee nor Tears ! vrbeace Jiaaiui. 
(ij) J.kroahl Thou arc the Life, W^un or H«jo(, the Author of Ex- 
idence ; EUeb, the mighty God I Hence Evtt, Efaui, &c. 

(26) HuEJh! Thou art the Fire ! jiira Ep ! Ihou art the U(e \ HeaCf 

(17) liSetii! Lord thou art an 

GuLdel HeacA Satajiui ana Din'iyfiui 

(iB) Hoi-fl", Lib, 11. Ode XiX. 



CHAP. xmi. 



Of the Attendants of Bacchus -, Silenus, SyWanus, 
and the Msenadcs or Bacchse, the Satyrs, Fauni 
and SUeni. 

AS Bactbns was the God of good Humour and Fellow* 
ihip, fo none of the Deities appear with a n 
Dierous or iphndid Recinue. 
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Sileiui the principal Perfon in his Train, had been 
Preceptor, and 3 very fuitabie one for fuch a Deity ; for tiiC 
old Man had a very hearty AiFetSion for his Bottle, yet 
, Silenus diftinguifh'd himfelf in the GiautsWar, by appearingon 
\ his Afs, whofe braying put thofe daring Rebels into Confufion 
(ij. Somefayhewasborn atMa/maCityof 5;iaMa, others 
at Ny/a in JroHa ; but the moft probable Conjedlure is, that 
he was a Prince of Caria, noted for his Equity and Wifdom 
(z). However this be, he was a conftaiit Attendant and 
Companion of his Pupil in all his Expeditions. Silenai was 
s notable good Moralift in his Cups, as we find in Virgil, 
who has given us a beautiful Oration of his on the nobleft 
Subjei£ls (j), in the fine Eclogue which bears his Name. 

Silinui is depidlur'd as a Ihort corpuletiC old Man, bald- 
headed, with a flat Nofe, prominent Forehead, and big 
Ears. He is ufuallydefctibMasover-loaden with Wine, and 
featcd on a Saddle-back'd Als, upon which he fupports him- 
felf with a long Staff; and in the other Hand carries a Can- 
iha'ui or Jug, with the Handle worn out almoft by fre- 
quent Ufc. 

Syhawut was a rural Deity, who often appears In Uic 
Train of Bacchui ; fome fuppofe him the Son of Satarn, 
others of Faunus. He was unknown to the Grtch, but the 
Latint receiv'd the Worfhip of him from the Pilafgi, who 
upon their Migration into Sialj, confecrated Groves 10 his 
Honour, and appointed folemn Fellivals in which Milk was 
cffer'd to him. 

The M^naiii were the Fritfiiffu and Nymphs who attend* 
ed Bactiui, and were alfo call'd 'Thyaiies from their Fury » 
Biiceba from their Intemperance ; and MimaUimcs from their 
Difpofition to ape and mimic others, which Is one of die 

(t) For which it was rais'd to the Skies and mids a Connetlaiion. 
(i) On thii Account arofetha Fable of JM;i/rvi Lsnding Mm his Ears. It 
h-fald, that bein; onceukm Prironcr, he putchafed his Liberty with thii 
rEmaiiiable Sentence, ' Thie it was bell not to be born, «nd next lo Hat 
' mod eiigihle to die quickly,' 
I (3^ ^''■£'h Ectogue VI. 14. 
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Qualities of drunlcen People. Thefc bore Thyr/u/a bound 
with Ivy, and in their Proceilions fliock'd the Ear and Eye 
with their extravagant Cries and ridiculous and indecent 
Contorfions. .* 

The Life Guards or Train'd- Bands of Bacchus, were the 
Saiyrt. It is uncertain whence thefe half Creatures Iprung j 
but their ufual Refidence was in the Woods and Forefts, and 
they were of a very wanton and luKful Difpofition ; Co that J 
it was very dangerous for a ftray Nymph to fall into their ] 
Hands. Indeed it was natural for them to ufe Compulfioi 
for their Form was none of the molt inviting, having de- A 
form'd Heads arm'd with Ihort Horns, crooked Hajids, 
and hairy Bodies, Goats Feet and Legs, and Tails as long-l 
as HorCes. 

We are now to feek fomc Explanation of this Groupe of 
Figures, and to do this wc muft have lecourfe to the Egyp- 
tian Key. As Idolatry improved, the Fealls or Reprelen 
tions of thofe People grew more pompous and folemn, Show 
degenerated into Malijuerade, and Religion into Farce or 
Frenzy, The Bin Sinuk or ChiUoi Repnfeniathn mention'd 
in the Explanation of Bacchus became a jolly rofy Youth, 
who to adorn the Pomp was plac'd in a Chariot, drawn by 
Aftors in Tygers or Leopards Skins, while others drefs'd in 
thofe of Bucks or Goats furrounded him j and to fbew the 
Dangers they had gone through in Hunting, they fmeer'd 
their Faces with the Dregs of W ine or Juice of Mulberries, 
to imitate the Blood of the Beafts they kiil'd. Thefe Alfif- 
lants were call'd Satyn (^)^ Faium (^J, and •ThyaJcs (6J, and 
Manadti (j), and Ba£aridis ("S;. To clofe the Proceflion, 
appear'd an old Man on an Afs, offering Wine to the tir'd 
Youth, who had return'd from a profperous Chafe, and in- 
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viting them to take fome Reft, ThisPerfon they cali'd 
(g), or Sjliiair, and his Drefs was defign'd to (hew, that old 
Men were exempt from thofc Toils of Youth, which by 
extirpating Beafts of Prey, fecur'd the approaching Harveft. 

All thefe Symbols were by the Grteii and Ramans adopted 
in their Way, and the Adors or Mafks of Egypt became the 
real Divinities of Nations, whofe Inclination to the marve- 
lous, made them greedily embrace whatever flatter'd that 
Prepofleffion, 

(9) fxamSHiv, Ssfsty orRspofe. 



CHAP. XLIV; 

Of HERCULES, md his Labom 



1 



HAVING gone through the Dii Majcra, or ccldliil'"' 
Deities of the firft Rank; we fhall proceed to the Dimi. 
Gedi, who were either thofe Berea whofe eminent Aflions 
and fuperior Virtues rais'd them to the Skies, or thofe terrt- 
firial Dl':iiviiiei^ who for their Bounty and Goodnefs to Man- 
kind, were dafs'd with the Gods. 

To begin with the former, Htrculei uniJoubtedJy claims the 
foremoft Place. There were feveral of this Name ( ij ; but 
he to whom the greateft Glory is attributed, was the Son of 
Jvphcr and Akmtna, Wife of Amphitrjun King of Thehti, 
This Monarch being gone on an Expedition againft the 
MtBlians^ Jeve aflum'd his Form, and under that fafc Dif- 
guife eafily cnjoy'd his Defires. It is faid he was fo ena- 
mour'd, that he prolonged the Darlcnefs for three Days aod 
three Nights fuccelfively, Htreulii was the Fruit of this ex- 
traordinary Amour, and at the fame Time Akmena bore 

(i) The Egyfu'an Bircalts is reckon'd Ibe elded of Ihtfe, who G^"*- 
litM himfeJf in the Giants War, and wjs one of t]\t pnne.pal Diuinitics 
af that Coaniiy. Tliere was »lfoa Tj/Ziio Hncj/ii piectdenl in Time to 
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Twins to her Hufband, Lavdamia, and Iphklm, who was rcf 1 
markable for his eKtraordinary Swifinefs (i). 

This Intrigue of Jufiler, as ufual, foon came to the EaX^ J 
of his jealous Wife, who from that Moment meditated the'J 
Deftrudlion of HircuUs. A favourable Occafion offer"!!* 
to her Refentment. Archippe the Wife of Stbeneki, King of J 
Myctne, being pregnant at the fame Time with AtcmeaofM 
Jupiter had ordain'd (3), that the Child firil: born ftiould havM 
the Superiority or Command over the other. Juno caus'Al 
Jtrcbippt to be deSiver'd at the End of feven Months of a Soi^^ 
call'd Euryjibeus, and to retard the Labour of JUmena, in th»'l 
Form of an old Woman Ihe fat at the Gate of jimpbyirjen^tM 
Palace with her Legs acrofs, and her Fingers interwoveiul 
By this fecret Inchantment that Princefs was feven Days ana 
Nights in the extreameft Pains, 'till Galanihii one of her 
Attendants, feeing 71*01. in this fufpicious Pofture, and con- 
jefluring the Caufe, ran haftily out with the News that her 
Miftrefs was delivei'd. The Goddcfs Itarting up at the 
News, AUmma was that Moment heed of her Burthen ; but 
Jum was fo incens'd at Gaimibis, that flie irhang'd her into 2 
Weefel. 

During hiii Infancy, Jano fent two Serpents to deftroy 
him in his Cradle, but the undaunted Child ftrangled them 
both with his Hands (4)- After this, as he grew up bsJ 
difcover'd an uncommon Stature and Strength of Body (sf^T 
as well as heroic Ardour of Mind. Thefe great Qualitidy 
of Nature were improved by fuiiable Care, his Educatiw^ 

(1) liamUptr cxlrn«„, fcg,t«m curr>h^, „rifi^, 

Hicpi^fruam ladiiiiat pandcra FUbiic. Orpheus Hpa. 

S^ O'er tliE unbending Com to light tic Qevir, 

^^F The cheated Sight na Sign of Pairage knew. 

HP^j] Some ftj »t Junt'i Pcrfuafion. 

^ ft) T™,/.r. « ««,-.« fr^M' "'-"•" "-r-" 

Cam icrjr i« nmijam Jove Jf£g>.i trjs. Ovid fw/. 
Worthy of Joff, thy Inlancy btgan, 
And CTuOi'd the Snakes which round th/ Cradle ran. 
(0 Some fay when arriv'd at Manhood he wm four Cubits high, 1 
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being intruded to the greateft Maftcrs (6) ; fo that it 
Wonder if with fuch confiderable Advantages he made fuch 
a fliining Figure in the World. 

His extraordinary Virtues wereearlyput to the Trial, and 
the Tafks impofed on him by Euryllbeas, on account of tic 
Danger and Difficulty which attended their Execution, re- 
ceiv'd the Name of the Laboun of Hereuki-^ and arc com* 
monly reckon'd to be t'ujehe in Number. 

I, The firft Labour, or Triumph of Hercuhi^ was the 
Death of the Nenucan Lion. It is faid this furious Animal* 
by JuHB^s Direflion fell from the Orb of the Moon and was 
invulnerable. It infefted the ^'emaan Woods between PM'w 
and CligHi., and did infinite Mifchief. The Utro atiack'd it 
both with, hi* Arrows and Club, but in vain, 'till perceiving 
Ms Error, he firft ftrangled and then tore it in Pieces with 
his Hands. The Skin he preferv'd, and conftantly wore as 
a Token of his Vlitor^-. 

II. His next Enterprife was againfl a formidable Serpent 
or Monftcr, which harbour'd in the Fens of itrna, and in- 
fefled the Region of A^iu with his poifonous Exhalations- 
The Number of Heads allign'd this Creature is various (7) i 
but all Authors agree, ihatwhen one was cut ofF another fuc- 
cecded in its Place, unlefs the Wound was immediately cau- 
teris'd. Hireulei not difcourag'd attack'd this Dragon, and 
having caus'd hiaui to cut down Wood fufficient for flaming 
Brands, as he cut off the Heads, applied them to the 
Wounds, and by that Means obtain'd the Conqueft, and 
deftroy'd the Hydra, Some explain this Fable, by fuppofing 
Una a Marfb much troubled with Snakes and other poifon- 



the Lyre ; from Harpttjcas the Son of Mircury lie learnl Wrcllliiig and 
the Gymnanick Exerciln ; Caflsr (hew'd liim ihe Arl of managing hU 
Weapoiii ; and lo compleat all, C^ires initiated him in ihe Principle! of 
AAroaomy ind Medicine. 
(y) Some make [he Heads of the Ltrsna* Vydra lo be Icven, othns 
Mine, oiheti Aiiy. 
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0113 Animals, which HircuUs anJ his Companions deftroy'd, 
by fetting Fire to the Reeds. Others imagine he only drain'^ 
this Fen, which was before both unpafTable, and incapable 
of Improvement. Others make 'Ltrna a Fort or Caftle of 
Robbers under a Leader call'd Hydra, whom Hercules extir- 4 
pated. However this be, in Confideration of the Service of 
Maul on this Occafion, when he grewdecriped with old Age, 
his Mailer by hia Prayers obtain'd him a Renewal of his. 
Youth. 

in. The next Tafk impos'd on him by Euryfiheui^ was to 
bring him alive a huge WiId-Boar,which ravaged the Foreft 
of Eurfntaitiai, and had been lent to Phods by Diana to pu- 
nifii Oiniui for neglefling her Sacrifices (i). In his Way 
he defeated the Ceniaun, who had provoked him by infulting 
PUlm his Hoft. After this he feii'd the"fierce Animal in a 
Thicket ftirrounded with Snow, and purfuant to his Injunc- 
tion, carried him bound to ZuryJIbesu, who had like to have 
fainted at the Sight, 

IV. This Monarch, after fuch Experience of the Force 
and Valour of Hercules, was refolv'd to try his Agility. For 
this End he was commanded to take a Hind which fre- 
quented Mount M^nalui, and had brazen Feet and golden 
Horns. As Ihe was facred to Diana, Herculti durft not 
wound her, and it was not very eafy to run her down ; Thi( 
Chafe coft him a whole Year's Foot-Speed. At laft being 
tir'dout, the Hind took to the Recedes of Mount ^rrm,rjfw, 
but was in her Way overtaken as fliecrolii'd the River Ladim^ 
and brought to Myeeni, 

V. Near the Lake SiymphJu! in Arcadia (9I harbour'd cer- 
tain Birds of Prey with Wings, Beaks and Talons of Iron, 
who prey'd on human Flefii, and devour'd allwhopafled that 
Way. Thefe Euryfthmi fent Hcrcula to dellroy. Some fay 
he kill'dthem with his Arrows (lo); others, that ^.i/Zaj lent 

(!) Thii Story h*) x near Rsfembhnce with the Boar of Calfdnt, m«n- 
tion'rl in ihc Articit of Diana, 
(9) Where >ii[., ii is taid, was edocated. 
^P (10) Thcte it an anticniCufncxpullive ul t!tn\. ^uOt\i''« KT^vcc»\>cr 
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^^ him fome brazen Ratihi made by Vukan, the foond of ^ 

frighten'd them to the Ifland of Areiia. Some fuppofethe 
Birds call'd Sfymphalidn, a Gang of defperate Banditti who 
• had their Haunts near that Lake. 

^ VI. His next Expedition was againft the Critaa Bull, 
Minm, King of that Ifland, being formidable at Sea, had 
forgot to pay Ntpiunc the Worfliip due to him, the Deity to 
pun ifli his Negledt fen t a furious Bull, whofe Noftrils breath'd 
Fire, to deftroy the Country. HcrcuU; brought this terrible 
Animal bound to Euryjlhiui, who on account of his being 
facred let him loofe in the Territory of Maralben, where he 
was afterwards flain by 'fhe/eui. Some reduce the Story to 
this, that HercuUs only was fent to Crele^ to procure Eivff- 
thcui a Bull for breeding out of, 

Vn. Dlnmede King of Thratt, the Son of W-an and Cyreni^ 
was a Tyrant polTefa'd of a Stud of Horfes, fo wild and fierce 
that they breath'd Fire, and were conftantly fed with human 
Flelhj their Mafter Itilling all Strangers he could meet wiA 
fjr Provender for his Cattle. Hercules having vanquifh'd him 
gave him as a Prey to them, and killing fome, brought Ihc 
relt to EuryJIheas. 

VIII, The next Employment of Htrtiitei feems a little too 
mean for a Hero, but he was obliged to obey a fevcre Tafk- 
mafter, who was fo fenfible of his own Injullice in thefe In- 
junSions, that he did not care to trufl himfelf in the Power 
of the Perfon he commanded {11} Augeas, King of £/('/, 
had a Stable intolerable, from the Stench arifmg from the 
Dung and Filth it contained, which is not very furprifmg if 
it be true, that it (helter'd three Thoufand Oxen, and had 
not been dean'd for thirty Years. This Place Euryfihsut or- 
der'd Hereates to clear m one Day ; and Augeai promis'd if he 
performed it, to give him a Tenth Part of chefe Cattle. 

IUtrculei by turning the Courfe of the Ri\'er Alpbeai through 
it, executed his Defign, which Augeas feeing refufed to ftand 
; 



f 11) ll ii faiil E^iyjiiea! never would fuffcr Hrttuln to enter Mjtii 
burnorify'd his Comraand) to lum of« itw ViaJis,\>j tov^"' iHrnld. 
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by his Engagements. The Utm to reward his Perfidy, flew" ^ 

him with his Arrows, and gave his Kingdom XaPhyUus his' 
Son, who had ihew'd his Abhorrence of his Father's Trea- 
chery, Some add that from the Spoils taken at Zlis^ Jiiriuki 
inftiluted the Olympic Games to Jupiter celebrated every fifth * 
Year, and which afterwards gave Rife to the Grecian Mra. 

IX. Euryfiheus defirous to prefent his Daughter Admtta 
with the Belt or Girdle worn by HIppolita Queen of the 
Jmatism, Hercules was fent on ihis Expedition ; he was but 
flenderly provided having but one Ship ; but Valour like his 
was never deflitute of Refources in Diftrefs. In his Way he 
defeated and kill'd Mygdaa and Jmyeut, two Brothers who 
oppos'd his PaiTage, and fubduing Bchrycia gave it to Ljeui 
one of his Companions, who chang'd its Name to UtracUa 
in Memory of his Bcnefaftor. On his Approach to TbimJ- 
tyra, he learnt that the -*nazoi7j had coUefted all their Forces 
to meet him. The firft Eogugemeiit was warm on both 
Sides, feveral of the braveft of thefe Viragos were kill'd ( 1 2), 
and others made Prifoners ( 1 3), The Vi<Sory was tbUow'd 
by the total Extermination of that female Nation, and 
Hippolitc their Qiieen was by the Conqueror given to tbtfita 
as a Reward for his Valour. Her Belt he brought to 
Euryfihsus, 

X. His fucceeding Exploit was againft Gtryon King of 
Spain, who had three Bodies, and was the Son of Chryfaorii 
and Calirrhoi. This Monarch had a Breed of Oxen of a 
purple Colour, who devour'd all iit;aiigers caft to them, and 
were guarded by a Dog with two Heads, a Dragon with 
fcven, befides a very watchfid and fevere Keeper. Hercultt 
kill'd both the Monarch and his Guardsi, and carried the 
Oxen to Gadira (i\), or Cadiz, from whence he brought 
them to Muryfiheai. Otliers relate the Story with fomc Ad- 



(ji) AiPriteUaiPbllipliiifProlbii.Suribcii.CfUnc.Pbiebii.iaL CenU 

(13) MDiianira.^irie.Msrpi, 1'ccmifij, ^cippt, ini Maaalipfe, 
t {"tJ Then il CsUbraled Matt or ForKrci^sKwib^^fen Pb«Mattiu. 



\ 
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didons I'ljJ. It was duiing this Expedition, that our Ha^^l 
as eternal Monuments of his Glory, erefted two Pillars { i6), 
or Mountains, the one call'd Calpe the other ^hyU, upon the 
utmoft Limits of Africa and Eampe. Some give a more fim- 
\ pie Turn to the Whole, by faying Ga-yan was a King of 
Spain, who govern'd by Means of three Sons famous for 
Valour and Prudence, and that Herculet having rais'd an 
Army of mercenary Troops in Crtie, firft overcame then)} 
and fubdued that Country. 

XI. The next Taflc enjoined him by Euryfihau, was to 
fetch him the golden Apples of the He/peridn (ij), which 
were guarded by a Dragon with a hundred Heads, The In- 
junflion was not eafy, fmce Ha-cuki was even ignorant of 
the Place where they grew. The Nymphs of Eridenut whom 
he confulted, advis'd him to go to Prometheus ( 1 8^, who gave 
him the Information and Direction he wanted, after which 
he vanquiib'd the Dragon, and brought the precious Fruit 
to his Matter. 

Xn. l"hc laft Command of EuryJIheai was for him to go 
down to Hell and bring away Cerberui, Plato's Maftift". Hir- 
caits having facrificed to the Gods, cnter'd the Infernal Re- 
gions by i. Cavity of Mount T^narui, and on the Banks of 
jichtrm found a white Poplar-Tree, of which he made him a 
Wreath, and the Tree was ever after confecrated to him; 
paffing that River he difcover'd Theftus and Piritbaas chain'd 
to a Stone. The former he releas'd, but left the latter con- 
fin'd. M'Tiitiui, P/uia's Cowherd, endeavouring to fave his 
Mailer's Dog was crufli'd to Death. Ceriirui, for Refuge 
fled beneath Pluto's Throne, from whence the Hiro dragg'd 

(ij) It is faidlhat Drrij/nj and ^/ti/sB, Sons of Nrpiutc, drove thcfe 
Oxer into HiiruHa ; but Hrrmlii recover'd ihem, and brought Iherp 
icrofs the leaia^ Sei to Eu.yfibiu,. 

{ 16) Now Che Cape of Ctt'aliar, and Mount of AnJakfti near Tctuaix. 

( 17) 7un5, on her Marriage with Jufiitr, gave liim (hefe Treei whicli 
tere golden Fruii, and were kept by llie Hytn^hi JEgli, Arabuj*, and 
Htfpfriibuja, Daughlefj of Hr/prrni, who were calCd the UifftrUtt. 

\\%) Or as others by, lu Nirtui, wlio eluded his Enquiry by amunini' 
^m ruietii Sliapes, 
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hJinout, and brought him unto Earth by WayofTrrfiwii^ At 
fight of the Day, the Monfter vomited a poifonous Matter, 
from whence fprung the Herb -^wm'/f, or Welft Bans; but 
being prcfented to Euryfihiui, he order'd him to be difmifs'd, / 
and fuffer'd to return to Hell. 

It would be almoft endlefs to enumerate all the AtSions of 
this celebrated Hera of Antiquity, and therefore we fhall only 
touch onthe Principal. He dcliver'i! Crian, King oiTbebes, 
from an unjuft Tribute inipos't! on him by Erghui and the 
T^yiii/ir, for which Service, that Prince gave him his Daughter 
Mcgara, by whom he had feveral Sons ; but Juno ftriking 
him with Frenzy, he flew thefe Children, and on recover- 
ing his Senfes became (b (hock'd at his Cruelty, that he al>- 
ftaiji'd from all human Society for fome Time. In his Re- 
turn from the Expedition againft the Amazanij Latmeient 
King of Troy, by the Prumife of fome fine Horjei, engaged 
him to deliver his Daughter He/tone expofcJ to a vaft Sea 
Monfler lent by Neptune; but when he had freed the Prin-. 
cefs, the deceitful Monarch retrafled his Word. Upon this 
Hercules took the City, kill'd Laomedon, and gave Hifitme ta 
Telamon who firft fcal'd the Walls (I'j). After this he ilew 
Tmo/ui and Ttleganas the Sons of Proceus, two celebrated 
WrefHers, who put to Death all whom they overcame. Ha « 
aifo kill'd Sorftdon Son of Nrpiuae, a notorious Pyrate. ^| 

During his African Expedition, he vanquifh'd Cyeiitu,- W^ 
King of Tiefaif, the Son of Mars and Cliebulina, a favage- ^ 
Prince, who had vow'd to ere£t his Father a Temple of the 
Heads or Skulls of the Strangers he deflroyM. In Libya he 
encounter'd the famous y^ffi-^ai, the Son of ^bi-M, a Giant 
of immenfe Stature (20), who forc'd all whom he met to 
wreftle with him, and fo ftrangled them. He challeng'd 
tlirculei, who flung him thrice, and thought each Time he 
haJ kill'd him j but on his touching the Ground he renew'd 

(19) This Ptinufi from the Captives redetm'd her BtOlhH PritfMW, 

twho mai afterwards King of IrQj. 
bJ Sixry-Zoiu- ftibits high. 



148 Fabuhui HISTORY 

hisStrength. His AntagonJft appriz.'dof this, held him up 
in the Air, and fqueez'd him in fuch a Manner that he foon 
expir'd. in his Progrefs from Lihja to Egypt^ Bitfiris (2.1J a 
Cruel Prince laid an Ambufcade to furprizc him, but was 
* himfelf, and his San Amfhiadumas, facrificed by the Viftor on 
the Altars he had prophanM. In Arabia he beheaded Em^ 
thiol the Son of ^ithcmt for his Want of Hofpitality, after 
which, crolling mount Cauca/in, he deliver'd Prsmtthtm, la 
CafydoH he wreiUed with Achdous, for no lefs a Prize than 
Deianira, Daughter to King Omtus. The Conteft was 
long dubious, for his Antagonift had the Faculty of aJTuming 
all Shapes ; but as he look that of a Bull, Htrcula tore off 
one of his Horns, fo that he was forc'd to fubmit, and to re- 
deem it by giving the Conqueror the Horn oiAmahhixa (22\ 
the Daughter of Harmoiiius ; which Herculis fiil'd with a Va- 
riety of Fruits, and confecrated to Jupiitr. Some explain 
the Fable thus : AcheUus is a winding River of Gmci, whofe 
Stream was fo rapid, that it overflow'd the Banks, roaring 
like a Bull. Hercules forc'd it into two Channels, that if, he 
jjroke off one of the Horns, and fo reftor'd Plenty to the 
Country. 

This Hero reduced thclfle of Cam, and put to Death £«- 
rylui the Tyrant (23), or King of it, with his Sons, on ac- 
count of their Injuftice and Cruelty ; hut the Princcfs Chalcln' 
tpe his Daughter, he married, by whom he had a Son nam'd 
Tbijfahs^ who gave his Name to tbipiy. He fubdued 
t-jraemas. King oi-Luhara^ wlio had caufeleisly made War on 
ftc Btetians. In iiis Way to the Hijfcriin, he was oppos'd 
by Alhiin and Borgia, two Giants, who put him in great 
Ha^rd, his Arrows being fpent. Jupiicr, on his Prayer, 
overwhclm'd ihem with a Shower of Stones, whence the 
place was call'd the Stony Field. It lies in the Gallia Nor- 



r, on which lie TacriticeA slJ Slrangers. 

>a] Tills it (he rnme with (he Cernaicfia, or Horn of Plenty. 

-j) T/tatiC wai in iliofe Days a (yr.onjmous Term wicli King. 
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hintnfii (^\)' Hercules did great Service in Gaui, by de- ' 
ftroying Robbers, fupprelCng Tyrants and Oppteflbrs, and 
other AdHons truly worthy the true Charafler of a Hero; 
after which it is faid he built the City jiUfia (z^), and made • 
it the Capital of the Celt^, or GauL. He alio open'd his ■ 
"Way dirough the jilps into Jmly, and by the Coafts of 
Liguria and fa/cany, arriv'd on the Banks ot the Tyber (26)* 
and he flew the furious Robber Cacui, who froiE his Den on 
Mount Jl-veiiiine infefted that Country. Being denied the 
Riles of Hofpitality, he kiD'd Thccdamai the Father of Hytai, 
but took the latter with him and treated him kindly. 

Hercule j, however intent on Fame or Glory, was like other 
Herees, but too fufceptlble of Love. We find an Inflance of 
this in OnipbaU, Queen of LyMa^ who gain'd fuch an Afcen- 
dant over him, that he was not afham'd to aiTume a female 
Drefs, to fpin amongfl her Women, and fobmit to be cor- 
refled by her according to her Caprice. 

His favourite Wife was Deianira, before- mention'd, and 
•whofe Jealoufy was the fatal Occalion of his Death. Tra- 
velling with this Princefs through MtoHa, they bad Occa- 
fion to pafs a River, fwell'd by the fudden Rains, JVf^j the 
Centaur offer'd Hercules his Service to carrry over his Con- 
fort, who accepting it crofled over before them. The Mon- 
ger feeing the Opportmiity favourable, offer'd Violence to 
Velonita, upon which her Hulband from the oppofite Bank. 
pierc'd him with one of thofe dreadful Arrows, which being 
dipp'd in the Blood of the Lern^an Hydra, gave a Wound 
incurable by Art. Ni^us expiring, gave the Princefs his 
Garment all bloody, as a fure Remedy to recover her Hotf 
band, if ever he fhouid pro ve unfaithful. Some Years after 
Hcrculti having fubdued Occhaiiay fell in Love with hie, a fair 

(i<.) This Place lies at the Mouih of the Rbejnc, and flilJ wefervw [he 
Name of GaWflJV^,/-. ■,.-/.. 

(ij) Ai:, in Prw^rr, or jIUs In La*i>/€tl,e. 

{2,6) Pallmium, wlivre, as it il fa'id, being kindly Entertalu'd by P^i- 
libs and Pinen'ui, two ot tliB Ciliiens, ho ptedifled to tlwm «.*«. (ivoto 
Ccandcur cf Jtasei 
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Captive, whom he brouj^ht to Eukea, where having ereS^^ 
an Altar to fairrifice tajc-vc for his Viiitory, he difpatch'd 
Lycai to Dnianira, to carry her the News, and inform her of 
t his Approach. This Princefs, from the Report of the Mcf- 
fenger, fufpedling her Huftand's Fidelity, fent him as a Pre- 
fent the Coat of Neffus, which he no fooner put on,, but he 
fell into a delirious Fever, attended with the mofl excruciat- 
ing Torments. Unable to lupport his Pains, he retir'd to 
Mount Oita, and erecting a Pile of Wood, to which he fej 
Fire, threw himfelf into the Flames, and was confumed. 
Lycat his unhappy Friend and Companion, in his Tranfport, 
he hurl'd into the River Thcrmopali!, where he became a 
Rock, his Arrows he bequeathM to Phih^eiei, who buried 
his Remains in the River Dyra {^^). 

So perifh'd this great Hera of Antiquity, the Terror of Op- 
preflbrs, and the friend of Liberty and Mankind, for whofc 
Happinefs (as fully obferves) he brav'd the greateft Dangers, 
and furmounted the molt arduous Toils, going through the 
whole Earth, with no other View than the eflablifhiiig Peactj 
JvJlUe, Cbucm-J and FreeJom. Nothing can be added to heigh- 
ten a Character lb glorious as this. 

Hirailei left feveral ChihJren ; by Deianira he had an only 
Daughter call'd Maearia; by Mctiia, whogave her Name to the 
Ifle of Malta, he had Hyhi : Afar, Lydm and Styibti were hJs 
Sons, who are faid to have left their Apellation to AfricM, 
Lydia and Scyibia. In fliort, his Offspring were fo nume- 
rous, that above thirty of his Defeendants bore his Name, 
whofe Actions being all attributed to him, |3roduce the Coa- 
fnfion we find in his Hillory. 

Earfftbeui, after his Death, was fo afraid of ihefe Heraclide^ 
that by his ill Ufage he forc'd them to fly to Athens, and then 
fent an Embafly to that City to deliver ihem up, with Me- 
naces of a War in Cafe of Refufa!. lalam the Friend of Hir- 
eulei, who was then ii< the Shades, was fo concern'd ibt his 
Mafter's Poftcrity, that he got Leave from PUia to rctura 



(zy} Pbikaeiti carried ihefc Aiiow-j to \\is S;-!! 
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to Eartli, and kill the Tyrant, after which he willingly rs- . 
turn'tl to Hell. 

Hcreula [zSj, who was alfo callM JlciJt) (zij) was, after 
his Death, by his Father Jupiitr deify'd, and with great So- 
lemnity married to Hebe his half Sifter, the Goddefs of Youth- * 
At firft Sacrifices were only offer'd to him as a Hero ; hut 
Phalliui coming into Sjnonia altet'd that Method. Both the 
Crecii and Remans honour'd him as a God, and ereited Tem- 
ples to him in that Quality. His VidVms were Bulls or 
Lamhs, on account of his preferving the Flock from Wthien 
i.e. delivering Men from Tyrants and Robbers. He was 
cull'd alfo Mfliui, from his takijig the H.fperian Fruit, for 
which Reafon Apples were ufed f^aj in his Sacrifices. Jtf^for- 
tu//, or by Hercalis, was amongit the Ramani^ an Oatli us'd 
only by the Men. 

The T}rian Htrculis feems to have been a Perfon diftinft 
from, and more antient tlian tlie Grecian. Hiram, King of 
7jre, it is faid, built him a Temple, and he was worfliipp'd 
with the Ph^miian Rites at 7eric£B>, a fiouriflilng City in 
Spain. He had a Dog, who running along the Sea Shore 
and biting a Fifll, firft difcover'J the Purple Dye fo highly . 
valued in the Eaft, and afterwards in fuch Eiieem amongft 
the Grelh and Ramaitl. 

Hercules is ufually depi£ied in a Handing Attitude, having 
the Skin of the Nennean Lion thrown over his Shoulders, and 
leaning on hb Club, which is his infeparable Attribute. The 
Judgment of this Hero, or his Preference ofViriai ro Victy 
who both follicit him to embrace their Party, makes one of 
the fineft Pidures of Antiquity j'j i^. The Choice he made 
does no Diftionour to his Memory. 



(»8) From H;»''*i'« Giory. 

(19) From «>«•:, Strangih. 

(jo) From fM?-.( an Aiiple. 
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Let us now fee what Lights Ajitiquity affoHs us to J 
of the Hiiiory of HtrcuUi. Witli regard to the EgfpilA. 
Hero, who bore this Name, he is entirely a fabulous Perfon : 
We find that when mili;hievous Animals multiply'd too faflj 
' or fome notorious Robber difturb'd the Country, the Cuftom 
was to Arm the moft valiant of their Youth, who ofFer'd 
thcmfelves as Volunteers for the Expedition. The Hurui 
expos'd on this Occafion was arm'd with a Club, and call'd 
Heratii or Hercale (^i), which fignifies the emincm in ffar^ 
ortheJlfm oi jimii. The ^jr'anj call'd their Hirculfi, Ben- 
ji!cB/n, QX^t iii'viiicibU Sen, from whence probably the Gruki 
borrow'd the Story of his being the Son of Jupiter and Ak- 
runa (33). The Gredan BsrcuUs, who was a real Perfon, 
liv'd juft before the Siege of Tray. 

To this it may not be amifs to add the Explanation of the 
Fable of the Hefpnidei, as given by a late ingenious Author 
^34^, and which fufficiently (hews how the moft important 
and ufeful Truths, reprefeiited under the plaineft Symbolsi 
became dilguia'd or disfigur'd by Error and Fiflion. The 
Phicikiani were the firft Navigators in the World, and dieir 
Tradeto Hefperia and Spain, was one of the nobleft Branches 
of their Commerce. From hence they brought back exqui- 
fite Wines, rich Ore of Gold and Silver, and that fine 
Wool to which they gave fo precious a purple Dye. From 
the Coaft of Mauriiania they drew the bed Corn, and by the 
Way of the red Sea, they exchang'd Iron Ware and Tools of 
(mall Value for Ivory, Ebony, and Gold Duft. This was 
iheif moft profitable Trade, and happy were they who could 
(hare in it. But as the Voyage was long, the Adventurere 
were obliged to aflbciate and get their Cargoes ready in 
Winter, fo asto fee out early in Spring. Thepublick Sign> 
orHora/expos'donthefe Occafions, was a Tree with golden 

(31) From Btrim, Ibc iltuOrioui Children, (whimceouc Word BirBit}. 

Sec Ecchf. X. 17, anri Nihimiah vj. 17, and Kili, Artnour, camet Hersdi 

tfl Htricli, the Men of ProWers or War. 

(33) Mc/ie-jtieum fignifies ihe in^indhte King, See Pra-uirts xxx. Jl, 

,. C3*;Xrf/'ii»f*e(Hiftofyoty>6Hea'(em,'Sa\.W. 1^=1. . 
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Fruit, to denote the Riches arifing from this Commerce. 
Tlie Dragon which guarded the Tree, fignif/d the Danger 
and Difficulty of the Voyage- The Capricorn, or fome- 
times one Horn plac'd at the Root, exprel'i.'d the Month or 9 
Seafon ( and the three Months of Winter, during which 
they ptepar'd for the Expedition, were reprcfented by three 
Nymphs, who were fuppofed to be Proprietors of the Tree> 
and hadtheNameof //f^fr/V« (-^s); which fully (hew'd the 
Meaning of this emblematical Groupe, from whence the 
Grteis miftaking its Defign and Ul'e, compos'd the Romance 
of the Hefperia" Gardens. 

(35) From £//Kr, the good Share Or bell Lot. Sec 1 Samail, vi. 19. 



CHAP. XLV. 
|6. Of HEBE and GANYMEDE. 

HEBE, the Goddefs of Youib, was, according to 
Hamcr, the Daughter of Jufitsr and Juno. But the 
Generality of Writers relate her Birth thus : Juia being in- 
vited to an Entertainment by jlfclla, eat very eagerly fomc 
wild Lettuces, upon which (he conceiv'd, and inftantly 
brought forth this Goddefs. Jo'vi was fo .pleas'd with her 
Beauty, that he made her his Cup-bearer, in theDifcharge 
of which Office, {he always appear'd crown'd with Flowers. 
Unluckily at a Feftival of the Gods in Ethiopia, Hebe being 
in waiting, flipp'd her Foot, and got fo indecent a Fall, that 
Jupiter was oblig'd to remove her from her ufual Attendance. 
To repair this Difgrace, as well as the Lofs of her Poft, Jit. 
filer, upon Hirculei being advanced to the Skies, married 
him to Htbe, and their Nuptials were celebrated with all the 
Pomp becoming a celefiial Wedding. By this Union flie 
had a Son nam'd AhhiIih, and a Daughter call'd Alexian 
^^tBfhwas held in high VeneraUon amQu^ft.'liveSitsu' 
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ivho erected her a Temple by the Name of Dia, She hacd 
another at Corinth j which was a San£i:uary for JFugitives ; and 
the Atbeniam confecrated an Altar in commmon to her and 
Hercules. 

Ganymede y who fucceeded her in her Office, was the Son of 
yrw. King of Pbrygia or TVtfy, and a Prince of fuch mental 
Wifdom and perfonal Beauty, that Jupiter^ by the Advice of 
the Gods, refolv'd to remove him from Earth to the Skies. 
The Eagle difpatch*d on this Commiffion, found him juft 
leaving his Flock of Sheep» to hunt on Mount //«) and feiz* 
ing him in his Talons, brought him unhurt to the HeavenSf 
where hp enter'd on his new Office of filling Nefbu* to 
Jupitery though others fey he was turn'd into that Conftella- 
tion, or Sign of the Zodiacy which goes by the Name of 

'Aquarius ( I )• 

The Mythologifts, by an Allegory, which feems a littk 
conftrained, make Hebe fignify that mild Temperature of 
the Air, which awakens to Life the Trees, Plants and 
Flowers, and cloaths the Earth in vegetable Beauty; for 
which Caufe fhe is call'd the Goddefs of perpetual Youth. But 
when (he flips or Falls, that is, when the Flowers fade, and 
the autumnal Leaves drop, Ganymede^ or the Winter, takes 
her Place. If we believe the more rational Conjeftures of a 
late Author, (to whofe Obfervations the learned World is 
greatly indebted), Ganymede (i) was the Name of the Uoms 
or Image expos'd by the antient Egypt iansy to warn the People 
before their annual Inundations, to raife their Terraces to a 
juft or proper Height. 

« (i) The Winter being attended with frequent Ralns> it is not improper 
that Ganymede ihould be the Sign Aquarius, 

(2) From Ganitn, the Inclofures or Gardens, and mad a Meafure, comes 
Catrimad, or Ganimcde, the Terraces or Banks fufhciently high. As thd 
Plain of Egypt is naturally finooih and level, the Retreats of the lohabi* 
tant;i are fecur*d by Caufcw^tys or Banks^ during Che Flood* 
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CHAP. XLVI. ^1 

Of CASTOR and POLLUX; ^H 

WE have already, under the Article of Jupiter^ men- ^^| 
tion'd his Amours with Lcda the Wife of Tyndarui, ^^ 
King of Sparta, in the Form of a Swan, on which account he 
plac'd that Figure amongft the Conllellations. LiJa brought 
forth two Eggs, each containing Twins, From that im- 
pregnated by Jupitir proceeded Pcllux and Htliim, both im- 
mortal ; from the other Cafinr and Cytemmjira, who being be- 
got by Tjiidarui, were both mortal. They went however all 
by the common Name of TynddrUie, and were born and edu- 
cated in PaphuHiy an Ifland belonging to Lac^dtmon, though 
■UnzMiJiimam difputed this Honour with the Spariani. The 
two Brothers, however, differing in their Nature and Tem- 
per (i), had entcr'd into aninvioIaWe Friendfliip, which 
lafted for Life. Jirje foon after fenC Mercury to remove them 
to PelUiK, for their further ImprSvcment. As Ja/on was 
then preparing for liis Expedition to Cokhli in fearch of the 
golden Fleece, and the nobleft Youth of Grttcc crowded to 
become Adventurers with him, our two Brothers oiFePd 
theit Services, and behav'd, during the Voyage, with a Cou- 
rage worthy of their Birth. Being obliged to water on the 
Coaft of Sahryda, Jmjcui Son li Neptune, King of that 
Country, challeng'd all tlie j^rgonauii to box with him; 
Pollux accepted the Bra\'ado, and kill'd him. After their 
Return from Cotchh, the two Brothers were very adlive in 
clearing the Seas o^ Greece horn Pirates. Thefeui in the mean 
Time had ftolen their Sifter Utleaa. to recover whom, they 
took Athens by Storm, but Ipar'd all the Inhabitants, except 
M'hra Mother to Tbifern, whom they carried away Captive- 



{1) This Parllcula 


r we learn 
' tapilKm 11 


from Uora. 


!ft!rf™ 

Hot». 


1 



15(5 Fabulous HISTORY. 

For this Clemency they obtain'd the Title of Diofcui-i (z) ■ 
yet Love foon plunged ihcm in the fame £rror they had 
fought to p'unifli in the Perfon of Ibifcus. Ltucippoi and Ji^ 
Jtirethad two beautiful Daughters call'd Ph^hi ^nATalayra. 
Thefe Virgins were contracted to Lymtus and IJa the Sons of 
Apbarius. The two Brothers, without Regard to thefe En- 
gagements carried them off by Force. Their Lovers flew 
to their Relief, and met the Ravifliers with their Prize near 
lAoa^tTaygeui. A fmart Conflifl enfued, in which Ca/?er 
was killM by Lyncius, who in return fell by the Hands of 
Pe/hx. This immortal Brother had been wounded by U«i 
if JiipiitT had not ftruck him with his Thunder. P»lbi»i 
however, was fo touch'd with his Lofs, that he earnefttf 
bcg'd of this Deity to make CnJIsr immortal ; but that Re- 
queft being impolEble to grant, he obtain'd Leave to fharc 
his own Immortality with his Brother, fo that they are faid 
to live aiid die alternately every Day (i). They were bu- 
ried in the Country of Lac/d'cman, and forty Years after their 
Deceafe tranflaled to the Skies, where they form a Conftd- 
lation call'd Gmini [one of the Signs of the ZeJiaeJ one of 
which Stars rifes as the other fcla. A Dance of the oiartitl 
Kind was invented to their Honour, call'd the Pjrbic or Ca- 
florean Dance. 

Cajlar and Ph/Zkx were cftecm'd as Deities propitious to 
Navigation ; the Reafon was this : When the ^rgrniauii 
weigh'd from Sic^um (^;, thcj- were overtaken with a Tcm- 
peft, during which, Orfbtui offer'd Vows for the Safety of the 
Ship; immediately two lambent Flames were difcover'd over 
the Heads of Cajlar and Poliux, which Appearance was fwc- 
ceeded with fo great a Calm, as gave the Crew a Notion of 
their Divinity. In fuccecding Times thefe Fires often fcen 
by the Mariners, were always taken as a good or favoun 

(i) The Sons of J«piur. 
tj) fi'/'V alludes to this i 

Sifralrinn Pollux altcraa Mtrii r,J,mii 

Iifntiditautviam I'lrj, JZ^. 
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Oaien. When one was feen alone it was reckon'd to fore- 
bode Tome Evil, and was call'd Helena ($J. 

The Ci^behnfii (or Inhabitants of Ctpheloma) plac'd thefe 
two Deities amongft the Dii Magni. The Vidtims ofFer'd 
them were ™Ai« Lamh. The Remans paid them particular 
Honours for their Affiftance in an Engagement with the 
Latins, in which tiiey appeared on their Side, mounted on 
white Horfes, and turn'd the Scale of Viflory in their Fa- 
vour. For this a Temple was ereiled to them in the Farum. 
Amongft the Ramam, Mcafiar was an Oath peculiar to the 
Women, but jEJtpol was us'd indifcriminately by both Sexes. 

Cajlar and PdluK were reprefenied as two beautiful Youths> 
compleatly arm'd and riding on white Horfes. with Stars over 
their Helmets. Thefe Deities were unknown to the Egyp' 
tiani or PhienUiani. 

(5) The firft Hilcna carried off bjr Tiifain 



^Pu CHAP. XLVII. 

'6/ PERSEUS and BELLEROPHON. ^ 

THIS Hero was the Son oijopiiir and T>a«ae, whofe ^| 
Amour has been already mention'd, and is inimitably ! 

defcrib'd by Horace (i). Airifiui her Father, on hearing 
of his Daughter's Difgrace, caus'd her and the Infant to be 
(hut up in a Cheft, and cait into the Sea, which threw them 
on the Ifle of Seripfjuiy govern'd by King Pafyt/iSis, whofe 
Broiiier DiSys being a Fifliing took them up, and us'd them 
kindly. When Perfeui^ for fo he was call'd, was grown up, 
Pol,!U;lri, who was enamour'd of his Mother, finding he 
would be an Obftacle to their Courtfhip, conlriv'd to fend 
him on an Exploit, hcjudged would be fatal to him j this was 
to bring him the Head of Mtiufa, one of the Gorgom. This 
Inchantrels liv'd near the ?ViV«w«« Lake, amd turned ail who 
beheld her ipio Sione. Pcrjcm in this ExpeditioaMrj&t^ _ 

|^7/j ihr^r. lib, ni. 0(1= XVI. _!,^H 

i \ :! 
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vour'd by the Gods; Merciay ^\i\^'A him with a Scymeter 
and the Wings from his Heels; Pallai lent him a Shield, 
which refle£ted Objefls like a Mirror ; and PUta granted him 
^ his Helmet, which gave him the Privilege of heing invifible. 
In this Manner he flew to far/E^oj in S^flin, where dire^ed by 
his Mirror, he cut off Midufai Head, and putting it in a Bag 
lent him by the Nympbi, brought it to Fallai. From the 
Blood arofe the winged Horfe Pe^ajui, and all Sorts of Ser- 
pents. After this the Hiro pa&'d into Mauritania, where hia 
Interview with jiilai has been already fpoken of under its 
proper Article (2). 

In his Return to Gntee (others fay, at his firft fetting out) 
he vifited Ethiopia, and mounted on Pega/ui, deliver'd jtnJrr 
Kida Daughter of Cepb/us, King of that Country, who was 
expofed to a Sea Moniler f^J, After his Death, this Prin- 
cefs, and hot Mother Cajfmfe or Caffispeia, were plag'd 
amongft the celipai Cei'piUiMi (^). 

Pirjcui was not only famous for Arms, but Litteraturc, if 
it be true that he founded an Academy on Mount Htlko». 
Yct.be had the Misfortdnc inadvertently to commit lb* 
Crime of Parricide, for being reconcil'd to his Grandfather 
Acrijim, and playing with him at the Dijctit or S>u!iiii, a Game 
he had invented, his Quoit bruis'il the old King in the Foot, 
which turn'd to a Mortification and carried him off. Ptrjiu» 
interr'dhim with great Solemnity at the Gates of Jrgm. Ptr- 
fiui himfeif was buried in the Way between Argm and Mf. 
crnr, had divine Honours decreed him, and was plac'd 
amongft the Stars f*;^. 

Bil/irofbon (6) the Son of G/aww, King of Epbjra^ and 

(s) Seethe Anide of jlilai, 

(3) PAiy relates, thit dnrinf; Ihe ^dileftiip of Emllwi Srourw, rfis 
Bonet of iSis Soi Monfter wer« hrou^ht from Jsppa (o Semi, and expMM 
to the View of iho People. The Sksletoo was forry Feet long, >nd ill 
Ribi larger than Ihofeof Ihe Elephanl. 

(4) OviJ Lib. 1T« 662. 

is) Pi'feai and Axdnmiit, in our celeHial Globe, form but one Coo- 
Aellation. 
(6) HiiRrllVimeviiiS'pSVMiit, becaufo lie firft invented ibe Bridle 
forHorles, 6ut kUling fl»/;"iii,lSJ0£oSCiirinib,\w»1K>irft-i>.\KW»™ of 
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Grandron of Syfiphtti, was born at Corinth. Happening ac- 
cidentally to kill his Brother, he fled to Pr^tui, King of 
jirgas, who gave him a hofpilablc Reception ; but Sihtnoh^tt 
his Q^ieen, lalling enamour'd with the beautiful Stranger , 
whom no Intreaties could prevail onto injure his Benefailor, 
accus'd him to her Hufband, who unwilling to take violent 
Meafures, fent him intoi>i-ia, with Letters to Jchiitt!,\iis 
Father-in-Law (7), deiiring him to punifii the Crime. 
ThisPrijice, at the Receipt of the Order, was celebrating a 
Feftival of nine Days, which prevented BiUcrophon'^ Fate. 
In the mean Time he fent him to fubdue the Saiymi and Ama' 
SOB J, which he perform'd with Succifs. Jobaiesixxt em- 
ploy'd him to deftroy the Chimitra (S), a very uncommoo 
Monfler. Minerva, or asoihersJay, Wff/aBf, compaffionM- 
iiig his Innocence exposM to fuch repeated Dangers, fur- 
niih'd him with the Horfe Pigafm, by whofe Help he came 
off viilorious. Jahaiii on hia Return, convinced of his 
Truth and Integrity, and charm'd with his Virtues, gave 
him his Daughter PW/mw, and aflbciated him in his Throne. 
Sihfiiiibaa hearing how her Malice was difappointed, put an 
tnd to her Life. But like other Princes, Betlemfhm grew 
foolifh with too much Profperity, and by the Afliftance of 
Pegajus refol\ed to al'ctnd tlie Skies, Jupiiir to check his 
Prefumption ilruck him blind in the Flight, and he fell back 
to the Earth, where hewauder'U 'till his Death, in Mifery 
and Contempt. Ptgafui, however, made a Shift to get into 
Heaven, wlicre Jupiter plac'd him amongft the Conllel- 
laCions. 
Let us once more try to give fome Explanation of thefe 



(7I Kir.i in his H.ftory ma!:« J^bun his Son in-Uw. 

(%)1\y&aii,i:jra\iM a MonllBfwtth ihefore Part like a Lyon, th« 
MidtUelikea Goat, and lite Tail liks a Serpent. Somo fay it was a Moun- 
tain in CMa, «hofa lower l'ar» were infefted wiib Lyon), tbc Middk 
over-iuo wiih Goau, and the Summit peftet'd with Serpents ; and that 
BilUmfbini rmder'd it hibili^ile, Othsri make the ChimarB a Pyrate 
Ship, whofe Siem hore ilw Figure of a Lyon, herPiow IliitofaSeipent. 
and her Middle that of a Uoat, and add. Hut Ai/firoDtiiik ^wh.\iia '«l & 
Ions Bo»' <^"'' P'gfJ-u 
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jwo Fables. As for the Stojy of Ferfeui anJ Andromeda^ it 
probably took its Rife thus i It was common in the Httrrui 
and Pbamiciaii Languages, to denominate a Country from 
% its Temperature (9) or Situation. Now PaltJIiae was only a 
long maritime Coaft, bounded with Rocks and a flat Sandy 
Shore. This in the Phamiciax Tongue they exjirefs'd by the 
Word AdrorptaA, or Andrimeda { lo), and call'd it, in the ori- 
enul Style, the Daughter of Cefheus (11) and Caffiaht ^ii). 
As this Country was naturally barren, and could procure 
little or no Subfiftence from rhahia or ldu)Baa, both defert 
Regions, it depended chiefly on EzyP' for Subfiftence, We 
have taken Notice under the Article oiPegafus (i^), tliat in 
the Ph/enician Tongue a Bark was call'd a Horfe, and on the 
fame Account a Pilot was callM Pirelh, or a Horfeman (i\}- 
Now this Emblem of a Horfeman was, as Sirabo Infonns 
vs(t^)t painted on all the Barks, which carried Provifiotu 
from Sail to Paleftiiit^ with the additional Emblem of that 
City, which was a Midufa's Head, to fignify the Plenty of 
Olives, that Territory yielded. From this Illultraiion the 
Stoiy becomes quite natural and agreeable to Truth. 

As to the Fable of the Cbimara deftroy'd by BelUrcfbow, 
the Original is much the fame. The Lyriani were an Egyp- 
tian Colony, whom the Unfruitful nefs of iheJr own Soil ob- 
liged to have recourfe to their Mother Country, for the Pro- 
vifions neceiiary to their Support. The Months favourable 
for this Tranfportation, were from the Sun's Entrance into 
Lt» to his leaving Caprkam, Belltrepbt/n (i6j ajid his winged 

(9) So Jirufalrm is caird llio DiUBhcer of Zrm, or Drouth or Biitenneft. 

(lo) From Aiar, great- and mad, Mcafiiie, com» jid'tmad, 01 (be 
long CoaA. 

(ti) Fiota Cifha, a Stone. 

(la) From CJjfi, i Boundary or Limi 
Ci^iif. or CaJ^pt, the Boundary of tl 
oundacion ifas loA in tha Sands ol Palrpme. 

()]) Seethe Atlidsof Apollo and the Mufes. 

(14] Tiom Parafi. a Cavalier or Tiooper. 



(16) From Belil, food i and upoai, ReftotMior 
■StJicrvJiiiin, f - " '" 



■StJicrvfion, the food [ Retoviirj . 
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Horfe are therefore no more than [he Bark annually employ'd' 
for this Purpofe, and the Story being thus flrip'd of themar- 
velJous, becomes a fimple and plain Hiftorical Truth. 



CHAP. XLVUI; 
Of JASON and the Golden Fleece. 

THIS andent Grtik Hero was the Son of M/on, King 
of ^foi. King of Thijfa/y, and Akimedt, and by the 
Father's Side allied to ^oiui. Pelias his Uncle, who was 
left his Guardian, fought to deftroyhims but he was con- 
vey'd by his Father's Friends to a Cave, where Chimn in- 
ftruified him in Phyfick; whence he took the Name oija/om 
(\). Arriving at Years of Maturity, he return'd to his 
Uncle, who probably with no favourable Intention to him, 
firft infpit'd him with the Notion of the CsUbian Expedition, 
and agreeably flatter'd his Ambition with tlic View of lb 
tempting a Prize as the Golden FUece. 

Aibamas, King of thebis, by his firft Wife had HilU and 
Phrixas. /«o hisSecond, fell in Love with Pbrixui her Son-in- 
Law, but being rejedled in her Advances, Ihe took the Op- 
portunity of a great Famine to indulge her Revenge, by 
perfuading her Hufband, that the Gods could not be ap- 
peafed till he facrificed his Son and Daughter. But as they 
ftood at the Altar, Bcphtle their Mother (z) invifibly carried 
them off, giving them a GaUcn Ram {he had got from JWcf- 
(ury, to bear them through the Air. However, in paffing 
the Streights, between Afia and Earcpi, Helk feil into the 
Sea, and gave her Name to the HiUeJfoni. Phryxm continued 
his Courfe to CoUbU, where ^Sta. King of the Country, en- 
tertain'd him hofpitably ; after which he oftcr'd up his Ram 
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to Jupiicr (i), and confccrated the Skin or Hide in the 
Grove of Man. It Was call'd the GoUcn F/eece from its C. 
lour (4), and guarded by Bulls breathing Fire, and a watch- 
ful Dragon that never flepc, as a Pledge of the utmoft Im- 
Sp porta tice. 

Jo/iiii being determined on the Voyage, buiit a Veflel a 
Iclcbo! in n>foiy, for the Expedition CsJ- The Fame of 
his Defign foon drew the tflraveft and moft diftinguifh'd 
Youth of Greece to become Adventurers with him, though 
Authors are not agreed as to tfie Names or Number of the 
Jrgnnauis, for fo they were called (6). The firft Place 
which J«f->« touch'd at was the Ifle of Lemnm, where he con- 
tinued fome Time with Hipjipih the Queeri) who bore him 
Twins. He nexc vifited Phineus, King of Pamphlagonia, from 
whom, as he had the Gift of Ir'rophecy, he receiv'd futne In- ' 
formations of Service to him in his Enterprize. After this, 
fafely pafllng the Cyavsan Rocks ( 7), he enter'd the Euxiju, and 
landing on the Banks of the Phajii, repait'd to the Court of 
KingyE/a, and demanded the Gf/i/fuF/Me*. The Monarch 
granted hii Requeft provided he could overcome the Di£- 
culties, which lay in his Way (8), and which appear'd not 
eafdy furmountable. Jefia was more obliged to Love than 
Valour, for his Conqueft. MeJca Daughter to j^ia, 
L Inchantments laid tlie Dragon afleep, taught him Co fi; 
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(3) Who plac'd it amongft the Conilellatioru. 

(4) Some make the Fleete of a [luriite Colour, others wliite, 

(5) -^T" ■ famous Shipwright was che Builder, whence Ihc wai ciQM 
Argt, and being made of the OaHs of >;;(n-'i oracular Grove a( Di-dena, 
the Plinftswere vocal, end had ihe Gift of Prophecy, 

16) Some make the Nuraber Fortynine, otheri more. The Prindptl 
were ^m*w. Umot, Orpbiui, Ag.^., CaLin. Ztibu,, Cajl^r, F>/lui ; -Xi. 
fbyi was their Pilot, and Lyniim remarkable for his quick Sight, their 
i.mli-mi in Cafe ol Danger. It ii fald Hircula wa» with them, but it he 
went (b« a dubioui) it is certain lie left them before ihey reacb'd Cbtltbii. 

(7) CctfHfflB Rooki, call'd tho-^yMf/pg-iiAi, were rocall'd, bccaufo rhey 
floated and ofren crulh'd Ships together. The Argtnatii etiap'd tbj» 
Danger by fending out a Pidgeon, anrt lying by 'till they faw her fly thro'. 

(S) Such as killing the braien-fcoted Bulls and the Dragon, and Ibcn 
Towing the Teeth a( the latter, and deflroying Uie arm'd Men Ibef fro- 
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riie Bulls, and fo by Night he carried off the Prize, taking^ " 
with him the Princefs, to whofe Aid he was chiefly indebted 
ibrhis Succefs (9). 

^/nenraged at the Trick put upon him, purfued the Fu- | 
gitives, and it is faid, that to elude his fury, Medta taxtm. ^ 
Pieces her young Brother /ih/yrtis, and fcatter'd the Limbs 
in his Way, to Itop his Progrefs I \o). After this, Jafin re- 
turn'd fafely to Greect, and foon heard that Peliai had de- 
ftroy'd all his Friends, and made himfelf Mafter of the King- 
dom. To revenge this Adlion, Mtdca fails home before 
him, and introducing herfelf to the Daughters of Ptliaiy un- 
der the Charafler of a Prieftefs of Diana, fhew'd them feve- 
rs! furprizing Inftances of her magical Power, She propos'd 
making their Father young again, and to convince them of 
the poflibility of it, Ihe cut an old Ram in Pieces, and feeth- 
ing it in a Cauldron, produced a young Lamb. The Daugh- 
ters ferving Ptlias in the fame Manner kill'd him f nj> and 
fled the Country. Ja/an having Notice of this, arriv'd in 
Thffaly, and took PofleJTion of the Kingdom ; but after- 
wards he generoufly rcftor'd it to ^cafiiti Son of Pttiai, who ^^ 
had accompanied him in the Cokhian Expedition, and wiUv ^^H 
Medea went and fettled at Corinth. ^^| 

Here J"/*" finding himfelf cenfuredfor cohabiting with a ^1 
Sorcerefs, and a Stranger, quitted her and married Crtuja 
Daughter 10 Oeon, King of the Coujitry. Media feemingly 
approv'd the Match, but meditated a fevere Revenge- She 
firft privately kill'd the two Children fhe had by him, and 
then fent the Bride a Prefent of a Robe and gold Crowir 
ting'd in Napiha, which fet Fire to her and the whole Palace. 
The Enchantrefs then afcending her Car ("ii^ drawn by 

(9) Oi'/J, Lih. vn. isg. 

(io> Oihcrsfty that AVa, lo oSfliuQ their Relum, (lallon'd a Flertat 
the Mouth or the Eui,nt Seas, and h obliged Jajon to remount ttic Da- _ 

mif , and zome Home by the Weft of Ewcpr. ^9 

(m) Some Auihors relate Ihe Story differently, .ind fay that this Expo- ^H 
rimenc w« try'd by Mcd^a on Mfn, Jejm'i Father. See Ovid m tha .^H 
Fbicc cited. ^^ 

H'(is) Given her by Ptahui, or the Sun, 
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Dragons, efcaped through the Air to Jibim, where (he mar- 
ried King Mgcus, by whom flie had a Son nam'd Medtu. 
But attempting to poifon Ihtfeui his eldeft Son, and the De- 
g fign being revealed, fhe with her Son Mcdm fled to -^fia^ 
where he left his Name to Media (1$), 

ya/«« had feveral Temples erettcd to him, particularly one 
at Jibeiis, by Parpunin, of polilhed Marble. The Place 
where he was chiefly worlhipp'd was at Abdera inTiirace, 

If we feelc for the rea! Truth of the Jrgonauiic Expedition, 
we fhall find it to be this: CuUhh was one of the moil anti- 
cnt Colonies of Egypt, whofc Manners and Cerenionies they 
long retained ^14^1 like their Mother Country, the Ich^ 
bitants applied themfelves to the Linnen Manufadture, for 
which tbey became very famous. On the other Hand, as 
the River Phafis was rich in Gold Duft, the People to coUeft 
this valuable Metal ufed the Method, flill praftis'd in fom^ 
Parts of Jmtrica, of laying Sheep-Skins or other Hairy Stuffs 
in the Stream, by which the Particles of Gold were entang- 
led, and fo eafiiy got. Now as the Cokbians rctain'd the 
Egyptian Cuflom of expofing an Borui or publick Sign, be- 
fore any particular Seafon or Work ; fo the Time for feed- 
ing Gold Duft after the Land Floods, was notify'd by an 
Image or Standard of a GMtn Flwr, attended with a Ser- 
pent, to cxprefs that the Wealth arifiiig from hence, was 
the Life of the Colony. When this gathering was over, 
and it became neceflary for the Inhabitants to return to the 
Linnen ManufaSure, a new Sign was expofeJ. This was 
die J^it (mention'd before under the Article of Pallai) which 
bore in her Hand a Weaver's Beam, or Shuttle, and was 
call'd -^r^flnii"^ (i$)- This Image the Grteki who traded to 
Cil(his, call'd in their Tongue ^rfonaaf, or the Ship Arge (16). 

(13) AR=gionofP<r>. 

(14) They ufed Circumciliofi, and were of the fame Complexion and 
fpakc the Canie Language. 

(15) imm Arag, t Worki ind cni i Shuttle j totncs jii'Zeniub, or 
, jirgniBT,!, the Work af the ShutlJes, or makjng of Cloth, 

■ (16} From j4r£s and Na"?, Kairi; AeSlii? ^tj_ii. 
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Hence the Notion of this Ship being oracular, and that 
the Gulden FUeee guarded by a Serpent or Dragon. Thefe 
(he Poets cmbeliifli'd with Omajnents 'tiH the 'I'ruth became 
quite loft. 



0/ THESEUS and ACHILLES. 

WITH thefe two great Men, we fliall clofe the Lift 
of the Demi-Gods, or Heroes, though neither of 
them were properly deify'd after Death, nor does their 
Hiftory come properly under the Head of the fabulous 
Theology. 

Thtfiui was Son to ^gius. King ol Aihm and jEihra. In 
his Youth he had an early PalBon for Glory, and propos'd 
Hereulti for his Model. Sciran, a notorious Robber, who 
infcfled the Roads between Megara and Corimb, was. by him 
thrown down a Precipice, as he was accuftomed to treat 
fuch as fell into his Hands. Pmcrujies a famous Tyrant of 
jiiiica, he faftened to a bended Pine, which being loofed 
tore him afunder (i). 

His firft dillingufhing Adventure, was the Dcflru£tion of 
the Cretan Minetaur^ Minos, King of that Ifland had made 
War on jSigeui, becaufe the Jihmiam had bafely kill'd his 
Son, for carrying away the Prize from them. Being viilo- 
xious, he impos'J this feverc Condition on the vanqui(h'd» 
that they fhould annually fend feven of their nobleft Youthsi 
chofen by Lot into Crtft, to be devour'd by the Minoiaiir [i\.. j 
The fourth Year of thi> Tribute, the Choice fell on Uejcat \ 

(i) He was a Tyrafil of /iillcB, who fffli'd all Strsngers, and rncafur'd 
them bj his Bed \ if they were roo lonE for it hs cut Ihcm Oiorcer , if too 
(ban he (tretclied iticm 'till ((ley died. 

(i) Pajifhai, Wife to Mr km King of Criti, and Daughter of The Sun, 
inlligated hy fi^n,, conceiv'd a bruial f alTion for a Bull. To gratify her, 
Dtcitlat Eantriv'd an arlilicial CoVr. in which placing her. Die had her 
DeGie. The Fruit of thii besilial Amoui wai the Mintdirr, who was kept 
in a Labyrinth oiade b/ the fame Dadslm, and led with hamiD Ilc!b. 
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Son ta JSgeus^ or as others fay, he intreated to be lent him- 
felf. However this be, on the Arrival of fbefius at the 
Court of Mhos, Jriadne his Daughter fell deeply in Love 
I . with him, and gave him a Clue, by which he got out of the 
l^Labyrinth. This done, he fail'd with his fair Deliverer for 
the Ifle of Naxos, where he ungratefully left her (3), and 
where Bacchus found her and took her for his Miftrels. 

The Return of Thefeus, through his own Negleft, became 
fatal to his Father. The good King at his Departure had 
charged him, as he fail'd out with black Sails, to return widi 
the fame in cafe he mifcarried, otherwife to change them to 
White. Impatiently he every Day went to the Top of a 
Rock, that overlook'd the Ocean, to fee what Ships appear'd 
in View. -At laft his Son's Veflel is difcover'd, but with the 
fable Omens he dreaded ; fo that through Defpair he threw 
himfelf into the Sea, which ftill retains his Name (4) The 
Athenians decreed Mgeus divine Honours, and facrificed to 
him as a marine Deity, the adopted Son of Neptune. 

Thejeus performed after this feveral confiderable Adions j 
he killed the Minotaur ; he overcame the Centaurs ; fubdued 
the 7hebans, and defeated the Amazons^ He aiHfted hb 
Friend Pirithous in his Expedition to the infernal World, to 
carry off Projerpine ; biit in this Enterprize he fail'd, being 
imprifon'd or fetter'd by Pluto, 'till releas'd by Hercules. No 
doubt were the Story of 7he/eus diverted of the Marvellous, 
it would make a confiderable Figure (5). 

Thejeus had feveral Wives; his firft was Helena Daughter of 
Tyndarus, whom he carried off; the fecond Hippolita Queen of 
the Amazon^, given him by Hercules ; the lait was Ph^dra, 
Sifter to Ariadne^ whofe Lewdnefs fufficiently punifli'd him 
for his Infidelity to her Sifter. This Princefs felt an inceftu- 
ous Flame for her Son-in-Law HippoUtus (6), a Youth of 

(3) For this Story fee the Article of Bacchus* 

(4) The /Egean Sea. 

(5) He firft walied jitbem, and inftituted Laws ; together with that 
Ecmocratic Form of Government which laftcd 'tiU the Time of Pififiratus, 

i6) Son of Hippolita, Queen of ihc Ama%9nu 
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uncommon Virtue and Chaftity. On his repulfing her Sol- 
licitacions, her Love turri'd to Hatred, and (he accus'd him 
to his Father for an Attempt to ravilh her. Tbe/euj now 
grown olil and uxorious, too eafily gave Ear to the Accufa- \ 
tioii. The Prince inform'd of his Danger fled in his Cha- S 
riot; but his Horfes being frighted by the Fi'ocar, or Sea- 
Calves, threw him out of his Seat, and his Feet lieing in- 
tangled;he was dragg'd tlirough the Woods and torn in Pieces 
(■J J. Pb^dra tormented with Remorfe laid violent Handj 
on herfelf, and foon after The/em being exil'd from Jtbm 
ended an illuftrious Life in Obfcurity. ' J 

jicbitlis was the Offspring of a Godde6. 'Ibtth bore hirii .fl 
to Peltui (Sj, and was fo fond of him, that (he toolt holt ^ 
felf the Charge of his Education. By Day die fed him wirii 
Jmimjia, and by Night cover'd him with ceieftial Fire to 
render hicB immortal i9). She alfo dipp'd him in the Wa- 
ters of %«■, by which his whole Body became invulnerable, 
except tliat Part of his Heel by which (he held him. Sh* 
afterwards intruded him to the Care of the Centaur Chiron, 
flhe Mafter of fo many Heroes^ who fed him with Honey 
and the Marrow of Lions and wild Boars, to give him that 
Strength and Force neceflary for martial Toil. 

When the Greeh undertook the Siege of Trey, Cbahat the 
Prictt of Apolh, foretold the City could never be taken, unkis 
Aihiites was prefent. thei'u his Mother, who knew his 
Death threaten'd if he went there, had conceal'd him in fe- 
male Difguife in the Palace of Lycomrdii, King of the Ifle of 
StyrM. U/y//ei who had engag'd to bring him to the ffr«* 
Camp, h.iving difcover'd the Place of his Retreat, ufed the 
following Artifice: Under the Appearance of a Mercharrt, 
he is introduced to the Daughters of LycanuJet, and while 
they were (tudioufly intent on viewing his Toys, Jdii/ti 
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{7) Some fay JEfi-Mfiut rEnof-d him to Life 
iaiy, where he cbang'tl his Name 10 Virbiui, i. 1, 
(g) King •>( 7b<faly. 

' ■ "ee ihe Stnry of Tripiatmui, under the 
ifcovenog ijiu, Ttait patud {lotn him. 
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employ'd himfelf in examining a Helmet and fomc othct 
Armour, which the cunning Politician had purpofely thrown 
in his Way. Thus was Acbiilss prevail'd on to go to Trey,, 
M after Thiii had furniih'd him with a Suit of impenetrable 
^ Armour made by falcaa [ lo). His Aflions before Trof, as 
well as his Charadter, are fo finely defcrib'd by Uemer^ that 
it would be doing ihem Injuftice to repeat them here. It ii 
fufficient to fay he could not efcape his Fate, being trcache- 
roufiy kill'd by /*arij(ii), who withan Arrow wounded him 
in the only Part that was vulnerable. The Greeis after the 
Capture of Troy, endeavour'd to appeafe his Manes, byfacri*- 
ficing Polyxena. The Oracle at DoJana decreed him divine 
Honours, and order'd annual Viiftims to be offer'd at h« 
Tomb, In purfuance of this the Iheffaliam brought thither 
yearly two Bultsy one Black, the other White, qrown'd 
with Wreaths of Flowers, and Water from the Rivei 
^peccbeus. 

(lo) The Dercripiion of Us Shield in UomtT itone of tbat Poet's Mafter- 

(iij The Cafe was (hui; v4c^F7/eienamour'dwllh Pc/yjctita, defir'd hcr 
of Priai", who confenied lo the Matih. The Nuptials were to be folcm- 
-niz'd in the Temple of v^pt/Zs, where Pafii had privately conceal'd him- 
felf, ind look the Opportunity to kiJl Aebilta. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

Of Cadmus, Europa, Amphion, and Arit 

AG E N O R, King of Phamcia, by the Nymph 
had a Daughter call'd Eunpa, one of the moft beauti- 
ful Princcfles of her Age. She could hardly then be fuppos'd 
to efcape the Notice of "Jupiter, whofe Gallantries were ex- 
tended to all Parts of the World. To feducc her he alTum'd 
the Form of a white Bull, and appcar'd in tho McadowF, 
where (he was walking with her Attendants. Pleas'd with 
the Beauty and Gentltnets oE xW Kw.mai, CatNtatui'd on 
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his Back, and immediately the God triumphant bore her ofF 
to Crete (\), where laying afide his Difguife, lie made the 
Bull a Conftellation in the Zodiac, and to honour his new 
Miftrefi gave her Name to the fourth Part of the World, * 

In the mean Time Agemr, difconfolale for his Daughter's " 
Lo&, fent his Sons CaJmui and Tia/us with diiFerent Fleets in 
Search of her (2). Ihafui fettled in an Ifland of the jEgian^ 
Sea to which he gave his Name fjj. CaJmui enquiring of 
the Dtlphit Oracle for a Settlement, was anfwer'd, That he 
fhould follow the Diredion of a Cow, and build a City 
where Ihe laid down. Arriving amongft the Pbeeenfei, here J 
oneof/'^/.Tfw's Cows met him, and conduced him through 'I 
Bamda, to the Place where Thehei was afterwards built. As \ 
he was about to facrifice his Guide to Pallai, he fent two of 
his Company to the Fountain Dirce for Water, who were 
kill'd by a Dragon {^). Their Leader reveng'd tlieir Death 
by flaying the Montter; but fowing his Ttetli, according 
to Fallal's Advice, there fprung up a Number I'f Men arm'd, 
who aflaulted him to revenge their Father's Death. It feeni! 
the Goddefs of Wifdom had only a Mind to frighten him i 
for on his cafting a Stone amongll them, thefe upftart War- 
riors turn'd their Weapons on each other with fuch Animo- 
fity, that only five fucviv'd the Combat, who pcov'd very 
ufeful to CaJmui in founding his new City. After this, to 
rccompenfe his 'I'oils, the Gods gave Cairam, Harmomti, or 
Hfrrnk'it, the Daughter of Man and F^nas, and honoiir'd his 
Nuptials with peculiar Prefents and Marks of Favour (^J. 
But their PoKcrity proving unfortunate (6J, they quitted 

(i) O^id, Lib. II. 83;. 

(1] Will) an InjunSion not [□ return mitliaut her undi^r Piin cf Ba- 
li iOiment. 

(3) It wa! befofe call'd FIp'^. 

U) This Monfter was tlie Son of Man and Ttnwi. 

(;) Cei-H hroughtCorn, Fa/Zai, BractleH, ■ Robe anil Pipe, Memrf 
I Lyra, SUara perform'd the Office of Cyhk, or the M^tgiii Mmir, m\A 
gave Drunn Md TrumpeH. Aftlh funs to hit Lme, and the Miija coin . 
ple,ii.«l theConcsrC with llieir tnnnimcn'S. 

(6) The Fate or Ino. Simile, and ^tv, tMWitt. cS lV« NiMVii»,t 
A«*een jnenfion'dalicidy in tlie preceiliMPavtoi v\iii 'W o*'*- . _, 



i 



170 Fabulous HISTORY 

7behes to Pentheus^ and went to govern the EcUllenfu^ Vfhtt^ 
in an advanc'd Age, they were turn'd to Serpents (7), or as 
others fay, fent to the Elyjtan Fields in a Chariot drawn by 
9 Serpents. The Sidonians decreed divine Honours to Ettr^pa^ 
^ and coin'd Money in Memory of her, with the Figure of a 
Woman crofling the Sea on a Bull. 

Cadmus^ it is certain, brought from Phtgnida into Greea 
feveral Arts before unknown. He was the firft who confe- 
crated^Statues to the Gods, and invented, or introduced fix- 
teen Letters into the Greek Alphabet (^)\ 2s alfo taught the 
Manner of writing Profe (()), 

Amphion^ the Son of Jupiter and Antiopi ^10^, was in- 
ftrudled in the Lyre by l/lercury^ and became fo great a Pro- 
ficient, that he is reported to have rais'd the Walls oi Thebes 
by the Power of his Harmony. He married Nio6e, whofe 
Infult to Diana occafion'd the Lofs of their Children. The 
unhappy Father in Defpair attempted to deftroy the Temple 
of Apolloy but was punifh'd with the Lofs of his Sight and 
Skill, and thrown into the infernal Regions. 

Arion was a Native of Methymna ( u ), and both a (kilfiil 
Mufician and a good Dithryamhic Poet. He liv'd in the 
Time of Periander^ King of Corinth, After pafiing fom« 
Time in Italy and Sicily^ and acquiring an eafy Fortune by 
his Profeffion, he fail'd from Tarentum in a Corinthian Veffel 
homeward-bound. When they were got to Sea, the avari- 
tious Crew agreed to throw Arion over-board, in order to 
ihare his Money. Having in vain ufed all his Eloquence to 

(7) Ovidy Lib. IV. 562. 

(3) Thefe were the -, ^, V, ^, », f, «, X, jU-, », a, w, ^, c, t, ». two 
Hundred and fitty Years after (about the Time of the Siege of Troy) Pa- 
lamedes added four more I, ^, <P, X > an«J ^^ Hundred and fifty Years later 
iS/7W3«/^<^sinvented four more 'vix, 9i, &•, C, V. 
(9) The noble Art from Cadmus took its Rife, 

Of painting Words, and fpeaking to the Eyes ! 
Tlie various Figures by his Pencil wrought. 
Gave Colour and a Body to the Thought. Luca9% 
(\o) Daughter of Z,^f«j, King of T/&i'^«, 
fjij A Town in ilie Ifte of Lefios^ 
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foften them, lie play'd a farwel Air (cali'd Lex Ortbia) and 
crown'd with a Garland, with his Harp in his Hand, plung'd 
into the Sea, where a Dolphin charm"d with his Melody^ i 
receiv'd him and bore him fafe to TamrHi, near Ctnutb- ^ 
Having inform 'd Firimder of his Story, the King was incre- 
dulous, 'till the Ship arriv'd, when the Mariners being feiz'd 
and confronted with Arimt, own'd the Faft, and fufFer'd the 
Punilhment due to their Perfidy. For this Aflion the Dol- 
phin was made a Conflcllation. 



C H A P. L. 
Of iEOLUS mi BOREAS. 

IN the Multiplication of fabulous Deities, the Ancient! 
not only affigned each Element, and Part of Nature its 
tutelar God, But even idohz'd the Paffions. No Wonder 
then if we fee a Guardian fet over the Winds, as one feem'd 
ncceflary to moderate their Violence, and keep under due 
Command thofe furious Blalls, which often do fo much 
Mifchief to Mankind, j^'a/m* wastheSon of Jfpiter (i), by 
Acafla or Sigffia the Daughter of Hippoius. He reign'd in the 
Liparaan Ifles near 5/ci/f, from whence perhaps the Fable 
took its Original (i); but his Refidcnce was at J/rrw^/^ now 
cali'd SlTBtnbM {3). Here he held ihcfe unruly Powers en- 
chain'd in a vaft Cave, to prevent their committing the 
Devaftation tliey had been guilty of before they were put 
under his Direiiion (4). 

(1) others make Xtht the Son of //i>f s/ui by Mmw/^ Daujiiter of 
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(4) They hid dUjoin'iJ ha\j from Sicily, ai^d^^i 4\^OTiii\TiB,Eu'ott'smi 
jffi-Ua, open 'd a Pafljje for the Ocean iQfa)tmv^cM.iiit!rroin»-n^«i. 

2 1 Ns:a«S>».t 
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According to fome Authors, the JEoUan or Liparean Ifles 
were uninhabited, *v31 Liparus the Son oi Aufonis fettled si 
Colony here, and gave one of them his Name. JEolut die 
h Son of HippotuSf who married his Daughter, peopled the rcft^ 
^ and fucceeded him in the Throne. He rul'd his Subje£b 
with Equity and Mildnefs, was a hofpit^ble good Prince^ 
and being (kill'd in Aftronomy , by Means of the Reflux of the 
Tides, which is remarkable near thofe Iflands, as well as by 
obferving the Nature of the Volcams with which they aboundi 
he was able to foretell the Winds that fhould blow fix)m 
fuch a Quarter {5). 

We are indebted to Virgil (6). for a fine poetical Defcrip- 
tion of this God, when Juno vifits his Cave to defirehis Af* 
fiftance to deftroy jEneas in his Voyage to lialy. 

Boreas was of uncertain Parentage ; but his ufual Red- 
dence was in Thrace (•]), When Xerxes^ King of Ferfia^ 
crofs'd the Hellefpont with his numerous Armada^ to invade 
Greece^ the Athenians invok'd his Affiftance, and he fcatter'd 

(5] It is faid that before a foutherly Wind blows, Lipara is covered 
with a thick Cloud, but when it changes to North, the Volcano emiU 
$;lear Flames, with a remarkable Noife. 

(6) So rag*d the Goddefs, and with Fury fraught. 

The reftlefs Regiom of the Storms fie fought ; 

Where, in a Jpacious Cave of living Stone, 

The Tyrant i^olus, from bis airy Throne 

With Poiv^r imperial curbs tbejtrugling fVindtf 

^nd founding Tempefts in dark Prifons binds : 

This Way and that, tb"* impatient Captives tend^ 

And pr effing for Rileafe, the Mountains rend ; 

High in his Hall, tbid^untlefs Monarch ft ands, 

Andfiakes his Sceptre, and their Rage commands ; 

Which did be not, their unrefft/efs Sway 

Would fwecp the World before them in their Way : ^ 

Earth, Air, and Seasj thro* empty Space would rowl. 

And Heaven would fy before the driving Soul I 

Thro* Fear of this, the Father of the Gods 

Confined their Fury to tbefe dark Abodes, 

And locked themfafe, opprefi*d with Mountain- Loads : 

Imposed a King, with arbitrary Sivay, 

To loofe their Fetters, or their Force allay i 

Dryden, JEn. I. Line 50* 

(7) Probably b^c^ufe this CQ\uitTv i^ w'advCubv&^t ^ cold Northerly 
Winds. 
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and deftroy'd the greateft Part of their Fleet. This Deity ' 
notwithftanding his Rage, was not inflexible to Love. He 
debauch'd Chhris the Daughter of ArBurvi, by whom he had 
Hyrpaee, and carried her to Mount Nipbatei, (call'd tbe Bed of ^ 
Boreal) but fince known by the Name of Cauca/ui : But his • 
Favourite Miftrefs was Oriihyia the Daughter of i'n^irtJt 
King of Atbtns. By this Princefs he had two Sons, Zetis and 
Calaii^ who attended Jafsn in the CaUhU Expedition, deli- 
vered Phincus from the Harpiei (Sj, and were afterwards Itill'd 
by Hercules ; as alfo four Daughters, Uph, Laxo, Heeatrge, and 
Cteopalra. Perhaps the Narih tf'inJ^ or Boreai alone was de- 
ify'd, becaufe it is the moft teinpeliluous and raging Wind 
that blows. 



CHAP. LI. 
Of MOMUS and MORPHEUS. 

MO M U S was the God of Plcafantry and Wit, or 
rather the Jefter of the celeftial Affembly.j for like 
other great Monarchs, it was but reafonableyBfiVcr fliould 
have his Fool. We have an Inftance of his farcaftic Hu- 
mour in the Conteft between Neptune, Miner-va, and fu/caii 
for Skill. The Firft had made a £«//; the Second a Htufi. 
and theThirdaJl/«ij; Momiw found fault with them all : He 
diflifc'd the Bu!/, becaufe his Horns were not plac'd before his 
Eyes, that he might give a furer Blow ; lie condemn'd Mi- 
titrva's Heu/e, bccaufc it was immoveable, and lb could not 
be quitted if plac'd in a bad Neighbourhood. With regard 
to falcan's Man, he faid he ought to have made a Window 
in his Breaft, Hr^od makes Momvi(i) the Son aiSom^iu 
jnd Nex. 

^L/H From MaJ/i©-, cavilling ot finding Tmlt, 
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Mtrphcui (2) was iSc God of Sleep, or as fomc fay S«- 
vant to Sewsut, Tlie beft Dcfcription we have of him is 

J fromOiiu; who calls him f'jj the kind eft of the Deities. 

*_ He is ufually reprefented in a recumbent Pofture, and 
crown'dwiih Poppies. The fame Poet has given an elegant 
Pidlure of his Abode- 



12s A Son (t), 1 
Ox l\\At;\a J 

1 him keep tt ^ 



CHAP. Ln. 
Of ORION. 

TH E Original, or Birth of Oriim, borders a little on 
the Marvellous. Hyrkui, a Citizen of Tanagra in 5*; 
vtiHf was fo hofpitable to Strangers, that Jufiier, Nepianiy and 
Mercury, were refolved, under theCharafler of benighted Tra- 
vellers, to know the Truth, Their Entertainment was fo 
agreeable, that difcovering their Quality, they ofier'd the 
oldMan whateverhefliould alk ; his Requeft was a Son (tj, ' 
The Gods to gratify his Wiili call'd for an Ox i" " 
which having depofited their Urine, they bid ^ 
under Ground for ten Months, at the Expiration of which- 
Time, he found it produc'd a Eoy, who was at firft call'd 
VrioB to exprefs his Origine ; but after for Decency's lake, 
his Name was changed to Orimt. 

He was a remarkable Hunter, and kept a fleet Pack of 
Hounds- Neptune gave him the Power of walking on the 
Surface of the Waters, with the fame Speed that IfhUlus did 
(z) over the Ears of Corn. This Faculty feem'd needled, 
if it be true that Or/on was fo tall, that the deepeft Seas 
could not cover his Shoulders. As a Proof of this he crofs'd 
from the Continent of Greece to the lile of CbiaSi where at- 

f i) His WI/b having left him childlcfs, wliom on her DeWb-Bcd he pro;_ 
mis'd never to marry again. '"'" 

^i) Biollwt to litniilei. See the AHitta ot \W.Oo4. 
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tempting to vitiate ^mpt the Wife of King Oenspim, that' 
Monarch depriv'd him of his Eye-Sight (3). From Ciiat 
he proceeded and found his Way to Le/ias, where Fukaa re* 
ceiv'd him kindly, and gave him a Guide to the Palace o^ 
the Sun, who reftorM him to Sight. He then made War on 
Otncpioji, who conceal'd himfelf under Ground to efcape his 
Vengeance ; fo that fruftrated of Jns Defign he went to 
Crete, where he purfued his Favourite Exercife of Hunting. 
But having by fome Means offended Diana (4), that Goddefs 
put him to Death (5); but afterwards relenting her Severity, 
fhe prevail'd on Jupirir to raife him to the Skies, where he 
forms a Conftellation (6) remarkable for its predifling Rain 
and tempeftuous Weather. , 

(}} Hii PucCuit of the PUiadii has hecn menlion'd under Ihc Anicle 
•f Aihu 

(4) Either for atlempting her Chaftlty, or for boaftlns his fuperiop Skill 
in liie Chace ; otliers fiy, for endeavouring lo debauch Qi'ii, one of her 
Nymphi. 

(s) Either by her Arrows, or as olhert f»y, raifiog » fcorpion, which 

(6) Virgil calls it Nimb^fm Onim, on account of the (howera which at- 
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CHAP. LIII. 

0/ the Marine Deities, Oceanus, Nereus, Triti 
Ino, Palfemon, and Glaucus. 

AS the antient Tbeogeny took Care to people the Heavens 
and Air with Deities, fo the Sea naturally came iti for 
its Share, nor was it juft to leave the extended Realms of 
Water without Pro teft ion 2>nAGuBrdia«Jhsf. N-piune, though 
Monarch of the Deeps, could not be prefent every where, 
and it was proper to afllgn him Deputies, who might re- 
lieve him of fome Part of the Weight of Government. 

Nereut Son to Oceaaut, fettled himfelf in the jSgean Sea, 
and was regarded as a Prophet. He had the Faculty of aifiim- 
ing what Form he pleafed- By his WWc DoMi\ve.Viii.t&v^ 
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Nymphs cali'd Nenidi f i), who conftantly attended on N*p^ 
iKnf, and when he went abroad furrounded his Chariot, 
t Tritm was the Son of Nipiune and Ampburitt [z), and wa* 
Father's Herald. He ibmetimes delighted in Mifchicf, 
for he carried off the Cattle from the Tanagrian Fields, and 
dcftroy'd the fmail coafting Veffels; fo that to appeafe his 
RefcntmentthofePeopkoffer'd him Libations of new Wine. 
Of this he drank fo freely that he fell afleep, and tumbling 
from an Eminence, one of the Natives cut off his Head. 
He left a Daughter cali'd Irlfiia, by whom Mart had a Son 
tiam'd MiKaiippai. 

TTiis God ia reprefented of a human Form from the Waift 
upwards, with blue Eyes, a large Mouth, and Hair matted 
lilcewild Parfley. His Shoulders were cover'd with 3 Puiple 
Skin, variegated with fmall Scales, his Feet refembling the 
fore Feet of a Horfe, and his lower Parts turn'd hke a Dol- 
phin with a forked Tail. Som;times he is drawn in a Car 
with Horfes of a Sky Colour. His Trumpet is a large Conch 
or Sea Shell. Oi'i^f'3^, has given two very beautiful De- 
fcriptions of him. There were indeed many friioni, who 
K:ovnpokA the numerous Equipage of Neptune, and wcM 
recken'd as Deities propitious to Navigation. 

/«D was the Daughter of Ca^wH) and Warjuoi/a, and married 
XoJtbamai, King o( T&eiti. This Prince having the Mis- 
fortune to loofe his Senfes, kill'd bis SonZ.fnf(ABiinoneof his 
mad Fits, upon which his Queen to fave Mrlueric, her re- 
maining Boy, leap'd with him from the Rock Molyrii into 
the Sea. Ne/fune recciv'd them with open Arms, and gave 
them a Place amongft the marine Gods, only changing their 
Names, hi being cali'd Lcucotiea, and MelUerle PaUmon (4J | 

(l) By which are meant the Rivers whidi empty ihemfeNes in theOcMix 

(1) Some fay of Nepiknc and Caline, others of Utmi or Occtnm, 

(3) OvidMrt. Lib. I. 

(4] Tbe S.mun calJed Um Porrujivi ; ind painted him with i Kef ■■! 
hi* Hand, to denote him llie GuardlRn of HatboQrs. To fii they g>va 
SwNaiMoFAfdortfj being reputed Ihc Goddcfithit ufiiriiK tbi Murmng. 
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Sijipbus^ King of Corinth^ Brother to Jthamas^ in Memo- 
ry of his Nephew increased the Solemnities of the Ifthmian 
Games celebrated to Neptune, He was particularly honour'd 
at Tenedos^ where the Vidifti offer'd him was a young Infant. 
Glaucus was a Fifherman^ whofe Deification happened in 
a comical Manner. His Parentage and Country ( s ) are very 
varioufly reported; but he was an excellent Swimmer and a 
Ikilful Fiflierman. Having one Day taken a large Draught 
in his Nets, he obferved with Surprize, that the Fifties on 
tafting a ciertain Herbjump'd into the Sea again. Upon 
trying the Experiment, he follow'd his Guides and became a 
Sea God. Some afcribe to Glaucus the Gift of Prophecy, 
Ov/Vhas not forgot his Transformation amongft his Met a* 
morphofes (6). Virgil has given an elegant Lift of the Sea 
Deities in his fifth JEneid (7). 

(5) Some make him the fon o( Mercury, others of Neptune, others o£ 
jinthadon \ on account of his fKill in fwimming he was caird Pontius* 

(6) Ovid, Lib. XIIl. 899. 
{7 J JEneid, Lib, V. 8a2» 
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CHAP. LIV. 

Of Proteus and Phorcys, with the Graeae and Gor* 
gons, Scylla and Charybdis. 

R O T E U S was the Son of Nfptune^ by the Nymph 
Fhanice^ and was by his Father appointed Keeper of 
the Phoca^ or Sea Calves, His Refidence was at Alexandria 
in E^pt^ from whence in a Journey he made to Phlegru (i) 
he married the Nymph Tor one, who bore him Tmolus and TV* 
legonusj both kiird by Hercules for their Cruelty to Strangers, 
Their Father Proteus, who left them on account of their in- 
hofpitable Temper, it is faid, was not much concerned at 

(.1 ) A Town in Campam'ai 

A a ^'^^^ 
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their Death. By Torone he had alfo three Daughters, Cahrd ■ 
Retia, and Idothea. Proteus had the Art of aflTuming all 
Forms (z), as alfo the Gift of^ Prophecy or Divination, 
Orpheus calls him the uni'verfal Principle of Nature, 

Hiftorians make Proteus King of Carpatbus (^J^ who on 
account of his great Charadler for Wifdom and Equity was 
chofen King of Egypt^ and deify 'd after his Death. Ac- 
cording to Herodotus f Paris and Helena in their Flight from 
Spartaj were receiv'd at his Court, where Helen continued 
all the Time of the Trojan Siege, after which he reftor'd her 
honourably to Mene/aus. 

Proteus is ufually reprefented in a Chariot drawn by Horfes, 
in the Form of Tritons, 

His half Brother Phorcys or Phorcus^ was the Son of Nep- 
tune, by the Nymph T/je/ea (^J. He marry'd his Sifter Ceta^ 
by whom he had the Pborcydes and Gorgons, Tboofa (5), Scylla^ 
and the Serpent which guarded the Hefperian Fruit. He was 
vanquilh'd by Atlas, who threw him into the Sea, where hi^ 
Father raisM him to the Rank of a Sea God, 

The Go'gons were in all four Sifters, of whom Medufa was 
tfie Chief. They had Hair like Snakes, Tufks like wild 
Boars, brazen Hands and golden Wings* On the Death of 
their Sifter they purfued .Perfeus, who fav'd himfelf by put- 
ting on the Helmet lent him hy Pluto, and which rendered 
him invifible. 

The Gr^ra were their Sifters, and are reprefented as three 
old Women who liv'd in Scythia, and had but one Eye 
and Tooth in common amongft them, which they ufed as 
they had Occafion, and afterwards laid it up in a Coffer. 
For the Prefervation of this valuable Legend we are indebted 

to Paia-phatus, 

(2) Sec Ovid, Lib. VIII. 730. 

(3) An Ifland in the /Egean^ between "Rhodei and Cntt^ now aJPd Scar^ 
fanto. 

(£^) Others call him the Son of Pontus and Terra, 
(SJ Cy whom Neptunt had ihe Cyclops Polypbemuu 
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ScyUa(6)i another Daughter of Bborcyt^ by her Familiarity 
with Glaucus^ excited the Jealoufy of Circe Daughter of the 
Suft^ who by magick Spells or Poifon, fo infeded the Foun- 
tain in which fhe bathed, that flie became a Monfter (j)f 
upon which, through Defpair at the Lofs of her Beauty, fhc * 
threw herfelf into the Sea, and was changed into a Rock 
(8j which became infamous for the Multitude of Shipwrecks 
it occafion'd. Thofe who would fee a beautiful Defer ip- 
tion of Scyila will find it in Virgil fgj. 

Care mu{H)e -taken not to confound this Scylla with ano- 
ther of the fame Name, and Daughter of Ny/us^ King of 
Megara, Minos had befieg'd this Monarch in his Capital, 
but the Oracle had pronounced Nyfus invincible, while he 
prefery'd a purple Lock of Hair which grew on his Head, 
Scylla^ who was fecretly in Love with Minos ^ betray*d both her 
Father and Country into his Hands by cutting off the Lock; 
but the Conqueror detefting her Treachery, banifh'd her his 
Sight. Unable to bear the Treatment fhe fo juftly merited* 
(he caft herfelf into the Sea, ^nd was chang'd into a Lark ( io)« 
Her Father transformed into an Hawk ftill purfues her for 
her Ingratitude and Perfidy. 

CharybSs was a female Robber, who it is faid ftole Hercuks*% 
Oxen, and was by Jupiter on that account changed into a 
Whirlpool (i ijf which is very dangerous to Sailors, and ly- 

fSJ Some make her the Daughter of Pboronis and Hecate, and fay that 
iier Misfortune was owing to the Jeaioufy of Anpbitrite, for her cohabit- 
ing with Nettune, 

(j) Authors difagree as to her Form, fomc fay (he rctain*d her Beauty 
from the Neck downwards, but had fix Dogs Heads ; others maintain, 
that her upper Parts continued entire, but tlwt (he had below, the Body oJT 
a"Wolf, and the Tail of a Serpent. 

(8) It lies between Sicily and Itjfy, and the Noife of the Waves beating 
on it, gave rife to the Fable of the Barl^ing of Dogj. and howling of Wolves, 
alcribM to the Monder. 

(9) ^irg'i makes her changed to a Rock, which confound* her with tho 
pthcr Scyiia. ^neid Ub. Ill, 424. 

(10) OvrV/, Lib. VIII. 142. 

(11) An Eddy, or Whirlpool, on the CoaR of 5/ViVy as ywi enter the 
Ureo( Mejina. See r/r^/7, iEneid HI. 420. 

Aa2 ^»^ 
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ing oppofite to the Rock Si^yUa^ occafion'd the Proverb of 

running into one Danger to avoid another (iz^). 

(12) Incidit in Scyllam qui •vult vitare Charybdint, 



CHAP. LV. 

Of Pan and Faunus. * Of the Nymphs and th 
Goddeffes Feronia and Pales. 

IT is now Time to revifit the Earth again, and fee the nu- 
merous Train of the inferior Deities, appropriated to the 
Forefts, Woods, and thofe Receffes of Nature whofe Prof- 
ped fills the Imagination with a Kind of a religious Awe or 
Dread. 

Pan the principal of thefe, is faid to be the Son of Mercury 
and Pemlofe ( i ) the Wife of Ulyfes^ whom, while (he kept 
her Father's Flocks on Mount Taygetus^ he deflower'd in the 
Form of a White Goat. As focn as born, his Father car- 
ried him in a Goat Skin to Heaven, where he charm'd all 
the Gods with his Pipe ; fo that they afibciated him with 
Mercury in the Poft of their Meflenger. After this he was 
educated on Mount Manalui in Arcadia by ^inot and the 
other Nymphs, who attraded by his Mufic, followed him 
as their CondutSor. 

Fan^ though devoted to the Pleafures of a rural Life, dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf by his Valour. In the Giants War he 
entangled Tyfhon in his Nets, as we have already obferved \ 
he attended Bacchus in his Indian Expedition with a Body of 
Satyrs^ who did good Service. When the Gauls invaded 
Greece^ and were about to pillage the Temple of Delphos^ he 
flruck them with fuch a fudden Conflernation by Nighty 
that they fled without any Body to purfue them (2). He alfo 

[i) Some fay of Penthpe and all her Lovers, whence he was call'd n«F, 
(z) H^nce the Exprw'ifion of a I'dnuvOs., lot ai t>9L<Sk<Sk%u Y«%x ^d T«rror. 
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aided the Aibemam in a Sea Fight gain'd by MHiiaJti over^ 
the Pirfian Fleet, for which they deditated a Grotto to his 
Honour under the Ciiadel. 

This Deity was of a very amorous Conftitution. In 2 , 
Conteft with Ck/iV, being overcome, that little God punifh- 
ed him with a P:iiEon for the Nymph Syrinx, who treated 
him with Difdaln. But being clofdy purfued by him, and 
flopped in her Flight by the River Ladan, flie invoked the 
Neiadcs, who chang'd her into a tuft of Reeds, which the 
difappointed Lover grafp'd in his Arms- Contemplating a 
Transformation fo unfavourable to his Defires, he obferv'd 
the Reeds tremble with the Wind, and emit a murmuring 
Sound. Improving this Hint, he aflembled their, and 
formed the Pipe for which he became fo famous. His otJier 
Amours were more fuccefsful. He charm'd Luna, or the 
Moon, in the Shape of a beautiful Ram. In the Difguife of 
a Shepherd, he became Servant to the Father of iSz-p^f (3) in 
order to gain accefs to his Millrefs. By the Nymph Eiha 
(+) he had a Daughter call'd Iryg^, a famous Sorcerels. 
who fupply'd Mdlra with her Philtres ; but Pan afterward* 
flighting her flie reiir'd to the RecelTes of the Hills, where J 
flie pin'd with Grief, 'till the dwindled to a Shadow, and I 
had nothing left but a Voice (jl; others afcribe the Change 
of Eeke to another Caufe. 

According to Orpheus, Pan fignifies univerfal Nature, of 
which the Elements make a Part. Ponwas properly the 
God of Shepherds and Hunters, and as he was a Mountain 
Deity, the Flocks and Herds were under his immediate 
Protection and Care. He was like wife honour'd by the Fifli- 
ermen, efpecially thofe who inhabited tlie Promontarici 
Wafli'd by iheSea. 



(3) Drjaptnittiiaihis^iWt; but wasiftcrwards ehanE'd into IhcLa/ili 
Tree. See Ovid Met. Lib. IX. 311;. 

(4) Some &y that Echo fell in Love witb Nuriigai, and was llighted hf 

(5) It ii reported, that ^i/iro punifh'd Echo in this Mam 
fluaciiy, beeaufe when y^/iifr vii't engag'd in an^ w-w t 
tbit Hympii tojniureliif JMleui SpouCc wtUthcicW. 
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He was chiefly efteem'd in Arcadia his native Countryi 
where the Shepherds ofFerM him Milk and Honey in woodeit 
Bowls, If fuccefcful in Hunting, they allotted him Part of 
the Spoil; but if otherwife, they whipp'd his Image hear- 
tily. At Molpeus^ a Town near the City Lyco/ura he had 
a Temple by the Title of Nomiusy becaufe he perfe<3ed 
the Harmony of his Pipe on the Nomian Mountains. 

The Romans adopted him amongft their Deities by the 
Names of Lupercus and Lycaus. His Feftivals call'd Luper* 
taUa^ and celebrated in February^ were inftituted by 
E^vandar^ who being exil'd Arcadia fled for Refuge to Famui 
King of the Latinsy and was by him allowM to fettle near 
Mount Palatine (6), Romulus made fome Addition to thefe 
Ceremonies, in which the Luperci or Priefts of Patij ran naked 
through the City, ftriking thofe they met with Things made 
of Goat Skins, particularly the Women, who fancy'd that 
it helped their eafy Conception, or fpeedy Delivery. 

Pan is reprefented with a fmiling ruddy Face, and thick 
Beard cdver'uig his Breads, two Horns on his Head 
with the Nofe, Feet, and Tail of a Goat. He is cloathM ia 
a fpotted Skin, having a Shepherd's Crook in one Hand, and 
his Pipe of unequal Reeds in the other, and is crown'd witk 
Pine, that Tree being confecratcd to his Service. The My- 
thologifts have taken Care to explain all thefe Attributes ac« 
cording to their own Fancy (y). 

Faunus (Sj was the Son of Picus^ King of the Latins, who 
was cotemporary with Orpheus. He reigned in Ita/y at the 
Time that Pandion rul'd At bens j and introduced both 
Religion and Hulbandry into Latium. He deify'd his Fa- 

(d) Where he had a Temple built afterwards. 

(^) His upper Part was human, to (how the Splendor and Majeftyof 
the Heavens : His fpotted Skin denotvd the ftarry Firmaoient $ the (haggi. 
nefs of his Thighs and Legs, (ignify^d the Trees and Shrubs that diveriify 
the Earth ; and his Goats Feet its folidity ; his Pipe of feven Reeds, fig. 
nify'd the feven Planets ; and his crooked Sheep-Hook tho Revolution of 
the Year. A wonderful Explanation ! 
^8J The Nunc it took from Fand^, fpcaking or foretelling. 
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tiler, arid his Wife Fauna or Faiua (g). He had the Gift of 
Prophecy. His Son Stercutius was alfo honoured on account 
of his (hewing how to improve Land by dunging or ma- 
nuring it. The Faunalia were kept in December with feafting 
and much Mirth, and the Vidims oflFered were Goats. 

The Fauni^ or Children of Faunus, were vifionary Beings 
much like the Satyrs, and were ufually crown'd with Pine. 
Both Faunus and they were Deities only regarded in Italy^ 
and wholly unknown to the Greeks, 

According to fome the Fauni were the Hufbandmen, 
the Satyrs the Vine dreffers and the Sylqjani thofe who 
cut Wood in the Forefts, who, as was ufual in thofe early 
Times, being drels'd in the Skins of Beafts, gave Rife to 
thofe fabulous Deities. 

The Terreftrlal Nymphs were divided into fcveral 
Clafles. The Heathen Theology took Care that no Part of 
Nature (hould remain uninformed or unprote<S^ed. The 
Oreades 01 Orefteades prefided over the Mountains (\o). Of 
thefe, Diana had a Thoufand ready to attend her at her Plea* 
fure. It is faid tliey fir ft reclaim'd Men from eating or de- 
vouring each other, and taught the Ufe of vegetable Food. 
Melijfa^ one of thefe, was ^the Jnventrcfc of Honey (\i). 
The t^apea were the tutelar Guardians of Vallies and flowry 
Meads. The Dryades inhabited the Forefts and Woods, 
refiding in their particular Trees, with which they were 
thought to be coeval, as feveral Inftances prove (ii). The^ 
Oak was generally their Choice, either from its Strength or 
Duration. Some were call'd Hamadryadet^ whofe Exiftence 

(^) Some add (\^t was his fifler* and a Priefteis. Ut whipped her to 
Death with Myrtle Rods for being drunk, and then made her a Goddefs ; 
for which Reafon no Myrtle wax us'd in her Temples \ the Veflels were 
ccver'd, and the Wine offer'd was call'd MiJk. 

(10) Some make them tive only, and call them the Daughters of H<rr«- 
taus j but Homer ftyles them the Offspring of Jupiter. 

(11) Whence the Bees are call'd Melijfa. 

( 12) Areas preferving a decay'd Oak, by watering' the Roots^ was re- 
warded by marrying the Nymph who refided in itt 
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Was infcparably united to that of the Tree they animated* 
The Naiades Were the Nymphs of the Brooks and Rivera 3 
the Limniadis frequented the Lakes, and the Epbydriades de- 
• lighted in Springs and Fountains. Thus all the Face of Na- 
ture became enliven'd by the Force of Imagination, and the 
Poets did not fail to improve fo ample a Field for Defcrip- 
'tion. The Mythologifts deftroy all this fine Landscape, by 
making the Nymphs only fignify the univerial Moifture 
which is difFus'd through all Sorts of Nature* 

There were alfo celeftial Nymphs of a higher Rank» who 
attended the Dii Majores. Jupiter boafts of his in Ovid (i^)* 
The Mufes were the Nymphs or Attendants tX Apolh^ as the 
Bajfarides or Manades belong'd to Bacchus, Juno had four- 
teen who waited on her (\\) Perfon; zxA "Neptune had no 
kfs than fifty Nereides at his Beck, on which account he was 
call'd Nympbagater^ or the Captain of the Nymphs (1^)- 

The ufual Sacrifices to thefe Deities were Goats ; but 
more commonly M///f, Oi7, Honey and Wine, The Nymphs 
were always reprefented as young and beautiful Virgins, and 
drefs'd in fuch Manner as was fuitable to the Charadter af- 
crib'd to them. 

To the Train of Pan we may join two rural Goddefles, 
of whom the firft is Feronia^ or the Goddefs of Woods and 
Orchards ( 1 6). It is faid the Lacedemonians firft introduced 
her Worihip into Italy under E^vander^ and built her a Tem- 
ple in a Grove near Mount SoraSle, This Edifice being fet 
on Fire, and extinguiflied, the Neighbours refolv'd to re- 
move her Statue, when the Grove became green again of a 
fudi-en ( 17). Strabo tells us that her Priefts or Votaries could 
walk barefoot over burning Coals unhurt. Slaves received 
the Cap of Liberty in her Temple, on which account they 
regarded her as their Patronefs. 

{13) Ovi'/ Metam. Lib. I. 
( 14; Virgil, iEncid I. 75. 
(1$) See Hefiod and Pindar^ 
(fs6J From FerOf to bear or produce. 
("syj Tiiif Miracle U afcriV d to o\)kict 'D«\\k%« 
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Tales was the protefting Deity of Shepherds and Pafturage* 
Her Feftival was obferved by the Country People in May^ in 
the open Fields, and the Offerings were *V//i, and Cakes of . 
Millet^ in order to engage her to defend their Flocks from • 
wild Beafts, and infectious Difeafes. Thefe Feafts were 
caird Paiilia, Some make Pales the fame with Vejia or 
Cybete, This Goddefs is reprefented as an old Woman. 

Both thefe Deities were peculiar to the Romans ^ and wholly 
unknown in Greece^ 

CHAP. LVI. 
Of PRIAPUS and TERMINUS. 

PR I A P U S was, as the Generality of Authors agree, 
the Son of Bacchus and Venus ( i ). This Goddefj meet- 
ing him in his Return from his Indian Expedition, their amo- 
rous Congrefs produced this Child, who was born at Lamp/a- 
cus (t)^ but fo deformed, that his Mother, afham'd of him, 
-abandon'd him ^3^. Being grown up, the Inhabitants of 
that Place banifh'd him their Territory, on account of his 
Vices; but being vifited with an epidemical Difeafe, upon 
confulting the Oracle of Dodona^ he was recalled (^), And 
Temples were eredled to him as the tutelarDeity of Vineyards 
and Gardens, to defend them from Thieves and Birds, de- 
ftrufiive to the Fruit. 

Priapus had feveral Names. He was call'd Avifiupor for 
the Reafon juft mentioned. The Title of Hellefpontiacus was 
given him, becaufe Lampfacus was feated on that Streight or 
Arm of the Sea. It is uncertain how he came by the Epi- 
thet of bonus Deus afcrib'd to him by Phurnutius. Thofe of 

(i) Some make him the Son of Bacchus and Nats ; others fay Cbione 
was his Mother. 

(2) A City of Myjia at the Mouth of the HeZ/rfport, 

(3) Some fay that Juno being call'd to aflfifl at the Labour, out of Ha- 
tred to Bacchus the Son of her Rival Semele, fpoilt the Infant in the Birth. 

(4.) Others fay, that the Women of LaOTj)Jacu5^itNi\V^^\\NiwwtVsNS.- 
bands to recall him. 
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Phal/us and Fa/cinum were affign'd him on a very obfcene 
Account, and indeed his whole Figure convey'd fuch an 
Idea of Uglinefs and Lewdnefs, that the Poets generally treat 
him with great Contempt (^). The Sacrifice ofFer'd him 
was the ^» either becaufe of the natural uncomlineis of 
that Animal and its ftrong Propenfity to Venery, or becaufe 
as fome fay, Prtapus attempting the Chaftity of Vefta when 
afleep, fhe was awakened by the Braying of old SiUnus his 
J/sj and fo efcaped the Injury defign'd hen 

This Deity is ufually reprefented naked, with a ftern 
Countenance, matted Hair, and carrying a wooden Sword 

(6^, or Sickle in his Hand, and with a monftrous Privity, from 
whence downward his Body ended in a fhapelefe Trunk or 

Block of Timber. 

Some of the Mytbohgifts make his Birth allude to that radi- 
cal Moifture, which fupports^all vegetable Produflions, and 
which is produced by Bacchus and Fenus^ that is the Solar 
Heat, and the Water, or liquid Matter whence Fenmj is iaid 
to fpring. But the IVuth is, that Prtapus is no more than 
the Baal of the Pbignicians mentioned in Scripture^ who vras 
depidur'd in the fame rude and obfcene Manner. 

With Priapus we may ailbciate Terminus^ a very antient 
Deity amongft the Romansy whofe Worfliip was firft infti- 
tuted by Numa Pompilius, who eredled him a Temple on the 
*Tarpeian Hill (7). This Deity was thought to prefide over 
the Stones or Landmarks, call'd Tirminij which were held ib 
facred, that it was Sacrilege to move them, and the Crimi- 
nal becoming devoted to the Gods, it was lawful for any 
Man to kill him. 

The Feafts call'd Termnalioy were celebrated annually 
about the End of Ftbruary, when the antient Termini^ or 
Landmarks, were carefully vifited and crown'd with Gar- 
lands. At firil the Sacrifices to thefe rural Deities were very 



(5) Hortf/. Satyr VTII. 

{6) Virgil Gcorg. IV. 

(j) Which was open at Top, 
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fimple, fuch as Wheat Cakes and the firft Fruits of the Field, 
with Milk (8); but in later Times the Viflims were Lambsi 
and Sows that gave fuck, whofe Blood was fprinkleU 
the Stones. 

The Raman Termini were fquare Stones, or Pofts, much 
refembting our Mile-Stones (9). 

tB) Tofhcw that no Force or Violence QiQuld be ufed in fettling m 



(<)} <h,id fsfii, Uh, II. 



CHAP. LVII: 
Of FLORA. 

TH E Poets make this Goddcfs the fame with Cbhrii 
the Wife of Ziphyrui ( 1 \ mentioii'd by O'vid; but thc 
Hiftorians agree that flie was a celebrated Raman Courtefdm 
who having amafs'd a corfiderable Fortune by her Profeflion, 
made the Roman People her Heirs, on Condition that certain 
Games call'd Fkralia might be annually celebrated on her 
Birth Day. The Senate to give a Glofi to fo infamous a 
Proftitution of Religion, pretended this Feftival was defign'd 
in Honour of Flora, a certain Sabim Goddefs who prefided 
over Flowers. Thefe Sports were held in the Campus Mar- 
tius. and proclaim'd by Sound of Trumpet. But no Women 
appeared at them, but the moft immodeft Part of the Sex 
(z), fo that when Cate^ during his Cen/arjjiip, came to be- 
hold ihem, they fufpended the Ceremonies through Shame, 
till he thought fit to withdraw ; fuch an Influence had the 
Virtue of one Man over a corrupt and diffolute Multitude. 

According to P/atarcb's Defcription, Flora's Image in the 
Temple of Cajfer and Pollux, was drefs'd in a clofe Habiti 
holding in het Hands the Flowers of Peas and Beans ; for at 
the Celebration of her Rites the ^dilcs fcatCcr'd thcfc and 
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other Pujfe amongft the People (t,). The modern Poc(s 
and Pair.ters have fet ofF her Charms in a more laviih Man- 
ner, and not without Reafon, fmce no Part of Nature 
aiFords fuch innocent and exquifite Entertainment to die 
Sight and Smell, as the Variety which adorns^ and die 
Odours which embalm the foral World. 

(3) Sec Valerius Maximus, Lib. II. 



CHAP. LVIir. 
Of POMONA and VERTUMN us. 

TH E Goddefs Pomona was a Latian Nymph, whom 
that Nation honour'd as the tutelar Deity of Or- 
chards and Fruit Trees (i). Vertumnm (the Proteus of 
the Roman ^\tM2\) (z) was the God of Tradejmen^ and from 
the Power he had of affuming any Shape, was believed to 
prefide over the Thoughts of Manknd, His Feftivals calVd 
Vertumnaliaj were celebrated in Odober. 

Vertumnus his Courtfoip makes one of the mod elegant I 
and entertaining Stories in O^vid (i). Under the Difguife of 
an old Woman he vifited the Gardens of Pomona^ whom hs 
found employ'd in looking after her Plantations. He artfully 
praifes the Beauty of her Fruit, and commends the Care 
which produced it. Thence from the View of the Vine 
fupportcd by the Elm, he infinuates to her the Neceffity artd 
Pleafure of a married Life. The Goddefs heard all his Elo- 
quence with an indifferent Ear. Her Heart remained un- 
touch'd, till throwing off hisDifguife, the, God affum'd his 
youthful Beauty, and by his Form foon gain'd the Goddefs's 
Confent to make him happy. 

(0 Socaird UomFomus an Apple, which was the Fruit "firft cultivated 
in J/d/v. 

(2) 'Becaufe of the Turns or Flu^uations to which Trade is fubje^. 
(Z) O'uid, Lib. XIV. 6ai. 
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Some imagine Vertumnus an Emblem of the Year, which 
though it affumes different Dreffes, according to the different 
Seafons, is at no Time fo agreeable as in Autumn, when the 
Harvefl is crown'd, arid the richefl Fruits appear in their 
full Perfeftion and Luflre. The Hiflorians fay, that this 
God was an antient Tufcan Prince, who firfl taught his Sub- 
jeiis to plant Orchards, and to graft and prune Fruit Trees 5 
from whence he is faid to have married Pomona. 

Both thefe Deities were unknown to the Greeks^ and only 
honour'd by the Jiomans. 



CHAP. UX. 

Of the Lares and Penates, and Genii; 

THE Lares were the Of&pring of Mercury. The 
Nymph Lara having offended Jupiter^ by difclofing 
feme of his Intrigues to Junoy that Deity ordered her Tongue 
to be cut out, and banilhed her to the infernal Manfions. 
y^ercury who was appointed to conduft her into Exile, ra- 
viftiM her by the Way, and fhe brought forth the Lares (i). 

Thefe Deities not only prefided over the Highways, and 
the Confervation of the publick Safety, but alfo over private 
Houfes, in mdft of which the 'Romans had a particular Place 
caird Lararium, where were depofited the Images of their 
domeftic Gods, the Statutes of their Anceftors, and the 

Lares, 

Their Feflival call'd Compitalia was celebrated in January, 
in the open Streets and Roads. At firft Boys were facrifked 
to them, but that Savage Cuflom Was foon difufed, and 
Images of Wool and Straw (2), with the firft Fruits of the 
Earth, Wine, Incenfe, and Garlands of Flowers were the 

(i) OW^ Fad. Lib. II. 

(2) They hung op as many Images as tVvere ^cw VtT^otv\ ^\ ^ ^^-^fcv 
and Ages ia the Faauiy, and a woollcii Ba\\ ior e,NttN ^ts wvV. ^ . 
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Offerings. When the Roman Youth laid afide die BulU^ (an 
Ornament they conftantly wore (3) till fourteen Years of 
Age) they confecrated or hung it up to the Lares^ who 
were regarded as infernal as well as domeftic Deities. 

The Antients fuppofed, ^according to fome Authors) that 
the Souls of Men after Death became a Kind of Demons^ 
caird Lemures (^). Thefe they fubdivided into two Clafles> 
the one benevolent and friendly to Mankind, which diey 
tcrm'd Lares^ the other who being wicked during Life, re- 
tain'd a malicious Difpofition in their difembodied State* 
Thefe they ftyl'd Larvae. 

The Lares were reprefented as young Boys with Dog^ 
Skins about their Bodies (^)y and with their Heads covered, 
which was a Sign of that Freedom and Liberty, which Men 
ought to enjoy in their own Houfes. They had always the 
Image of a Dog near them, to denote their Fidelity in prc- 
ferving the Places allotted to their Charge, on which Ac- 
count this Animal was peculiarly confecrated to them. Some 
confound thefe with the Penates and GeniL 

(3) The Bulla was a golden Ornament (hapM like a Heart, hut hollow. 

(4) So calPd from Remus Brother of Romulus, whofe Gho^ haunted his 
Brother. I'he Lemuralia were celebrated the Middle of May, during 
which it was unlawful to marry. 

(5) Some fay the Images were like Dogs. 






CHAP. LX. 
Of the PENATES. 

TH E Penates (i) were the Deities who prcfided over 
new born Infants* and were domeflic Deities. 7*he 
antient Hetrufci call'd them Confentes or Complices j though 
others reduce them to four of the Dii Majores (2), There 

(1) So caird from P^«w, within, cither becaufe they prefide over our 
l,ives, or were placed in the innermoft Paits of the Houfe. 
(2) f^ix. Jupiter ^ Jttnoy Mmer-ua aud Ftjia, 
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were three Cbfles or Ranks of them. F/r/, Thofe who pre- 
fided over Empires and States (3). Second, Thofe who had 
the Proteilion of Cities. Thirds Thofe who took the Care or 
Guardianfhip of private Families, and were call'd the leffer 

Penates (4). 

Thefe Domeftick Gods were placM in the utmoft Receis 
of the Houfe, thence call'd Penetrate (5). We find JD^r- 
danus brought them from Samothracia to Troy, from whence 
on the Deftruftion of that City, jEneas tranfported them to 
Italy, They were reckoned fo facred, that the Expreffioa 
of driving a Man from his Penates (6) was us'd to fignify 
his being profcrib'd, or expell'd his Country. 

Some fay that the Penates were Iron or brazen Rods, of a 
conic Form towards the End. Others, that they were the 
minute Figures of young Men carrying Spears in their 
Hands. 

(3) ^'rgiJ, iEneid III. 148. 

(4) iEneidVllI.543. 

(5) See Horace, Lib. IV. Ode 4. 26. 

(6) y'irgii, iEncid IV. 21. 



CHAP. LXI. 
Of fbe G E N I I. 

SO M E do not diftinguifh between thefe, and the Penates 
or Lares ; but they were very different. The Antients 
who multiply'd their Divinities, in Proportion to the Pro- 
grefs of Superftition, aflign'd to every Thing its Guardian 
or peculiar Genius, Cities, Groves, Fountains, Hills, were 
all provided with Keepers of this Kind, and to each Man 
( I ) they allotted no lefs than two, one Goody the other Bad 
(zj, who attended them from the Cradle to the Grave. The 

/ 

(i) One of whom prompted them to ill, the other excited them to 
good Actions. 

{1) Ihrace, l^h, II, £pill. 2« 
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Greeks call'd tbem Damons (i). They were named Tr^fiiUs^ 
from their Superintendance over human Affairs (^)» 

The Sacrifices offer'd thefe Divinities were Wine (^) 
and Flowers ^6^, to which they join'd Incenfe, parch'd 
Wheat and Salt. Sometimes the Viftim was a Swine f'y^j 
though Animal Offerings were not ufual to them. The 
Genii were reprefented under various Figures, fuch as thofe of 
Boys^ Girlsy old Men^ and even Serpents. Thefe Images 
were crown'd with Plane Tree Leaves, which was a Tree 
confecrated to the Genii. 

By Genius is meant the aftive Power or Force of Nature, 
from whence the Nuptial Bed is ftiled Genial^ and the fam* 
Epithet given to all Occafions wherein focial Joys and Plea" 
fures are felt. Hence alfo the Expreflions of indulging our 
Genius^ that is, living happily, or according to our Inclina* 
tions, confuking our Genius^ for examining how far our Ca* 
pacity extends, and the Term of a great Genius for an exalted 
or comprehenfive Mind. The later Romans in the degene- 
rate Days of the State, introduced the fervile Flattery of 
fwearing by the Genii of their Emperors^ and the Tyrant 
CaTigula put feveral to Death for refufing to take the Oath. 

(3) From ^otifActtvoj to frighten or terrify. Of this kind was tfiat Ap- 
parition, which it is faid appeared to the great Brutus the Night before the 
Battle of Pbiliippi, and being aiked who he was, reply 'd (Vernly, Jam thy 
Evil Genius^ Brutus, thou (halt fee me at PbiUippi, to which the Philo* 
fopliic Roman anfwer'd with a composed Dignity worthy of himfeif^— -/ 
ivtll meet thee there, 

(4) Or hecaufe they carried the Prayers of Men to Heaven^ and inter- 
ceded for them there. 

(5) Perftus, Sat. VI. 

(6) Horat, Epift. II. Lib. I. 

(7) Some alTerc no Blood was fufferM to be fpilt in their Sacrifices. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXIL 

Of Ifis, Ofiris, or Serapis: Of the Cabin, and 

Apis or Mnevis, 

TO Clofe the Catalogue there remain three Egyptian 
Deities, whofe Worfhip was very late introduced into 
Rome^ I mean IJis, Ofiris or Serapis, We have already fhewn 
the Antiquity of thefe fabulous Gods, and how they gave 
Original to ajmoft all the diflferent Divinities adored in 
Greece and Rome ; Juno, Minerva, Cybele^ Vefta^ RJhea^ Diana ^ 
Luna, Hecate, Projerpine^ Ceres and Venus, were all no other 
than Ifis reprefeiited under various Figures, and attended 
with different Attributes. On the other Hand, Ofiris ot 
Serapis^ gave Rife to Saturn, Jupiter , Neptune, Pluto, Jpollo^ 
Bacchus and Mfculapius, from the Diverfity of Charafters he 
afTumed. 

Ifis and Serapis had a joint Temple at Rome. Their Priefts 
were called Ifiaci. They abftain'd from Mutton and Pork^ 
wore a Linnen Veft ( i ), and Paper Shoes, and ufed no Salt 
to their Vicftuals, leaft they fliould violate their Chaftity. Some 
make Ifis the Goddefs of Wifdom, from an Infcription in 
her Temple (2). She was worihipped in Crete^ where 0<vid 
gives a remarkable Story of her Power, which however po* 
etical, is too long to be infcrted in a Work of this nature (3)i 

Before we conclude this Article, it may not be improper 
to mention the Cahiri, and the Jpis, of Ox, adored in Egypt* 

The Cahiri (4), were three great Deities introduced from 
Egypt into Samotbracia, and the jEgeanl&ts, by Way of Phoe- 
nicia, Thefe were Ofiris^ ^j and flbr»/, who aflumed the 

(0 Becaufe Ifit was faid firft to have taught the Ufe of Flax. Sc© the 
Article of Pai/as, 

(2) Recorded by Plutarch in his jT^j ; 1 am every Thing that has beeu^ 
that isf and Jhall be, nor has any Mortal opened my Veil, 

(l) O'vid, Lib. IX. 667. 

( 4 j From Cabbirim, tlie Powerful or Mighty. 

C C ^^\SV^^ 
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Names o{ Axleros^ Axhcherfa, and Axiochirfos (5), To thcfc 
feme ftdd a Fourth, call'd Cafmillus or Cami/Ius (6), who was 
the Egyptian Anubis, This Groupe we have (hewn in die Ex- 
planations of the preceding Articles, to be the Source and 
Foundation of all the Heathen Theology. 

The Apis was the miraculous Ox worihipp'd in Egyft^ pap 
ticularly at Memphis (7). He had certain Marks (8), which 
betoken'd his Divinity, and when duly recognized^ was 
lodged in a fplendid Temple, and treated with divine Ho- 
nours. The Inhabitants of Heiiopolisy who made a fepa- 
rate Dynafty or Province, had their particular -Apij^ which 
they call'd Memsy or Mntvis (9). When thefacred Ox died, 
or (as fometimes happened) (10^ was deftroy'd, hewasia 
terr*d with great Ceremony and Lamentation* and was caU*d 
Serapis ( 1 1 ), a Name which became appropriated afterwards 
to PlutOy or the infernal Ofiris. A new Succeflbr was foon 
found to fill his Place, and the Prieds took care to keep up 
a Superftition, which they found the Sweets of. When 
Cambyfes conquer'd Egypt he treated ^pis a little rudely, and 
fuflliciently fliew'd the God was mortal (12), A Proteftant 
Divine very gravely obferves, that his Sacrilege did 
not pafs unpunifhed, as if the Ox had been really endued 
with the Chara£ler of Divinity afcribM to him. 

(^) Bocbart mikefi jixierotf Ceres ^ AxiocberfoSy Pluto f and Proferfiai 
jixiecberfa. Others fuppofe they mean Jupiter , Ceres and Bacchus^ bvC 
all agree in fuppofing Camillusy Mercury and Anubis to be th« fanne. 

(6) The anrient Etrurians and Sabeans, by the Word CamiJ/mi, flgnily'd 
a Melfenger, which is the very Charadlerifllclc of Mercury, 

(7) The reprefenting OJin's with a Bull's Head, gave Rife to the Deifl* 
cation of the Ox. 

(8) Herodotus has given us a Defcription of thefe Marks $ hit Body was 
black, his Forehead had a white fquar« (hining Mark, his Back the Figure 
or Impreflion of an Eagle j he had under his Tongue a Node called a Ctfv* 
tbarus, and Hair of two Sorts on his Tail. 

(9) Menes or Mnevii, the Legiflator ivomManab, to gorera or mkt 
Apii fignifies the moft Mighty. 

' ( 10) When they found a Calf with the proper Marks, they often drown*d 
privately the old Apii* 

(11) Txom Sur, to difappcar or retire, comes Surapis or Serapis. See 
Jud^ez xvi. 20. 
(12) He flabb'dlhc Apii int\\cTV\\%VvYj"a\vUv^DaL^^ec, 
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T*he Wolf, Dog (13), and Ram had alfo divine Honours 
paid them in Egypt ^ the People of which Country at laft de* 
generate into fuch grofs Superftition, that they allowed 
even tfaeir Garden-ftufF a Share in their Devotion ( 14). 

(13) As the Wolves in their Marches, or crofling a River, follow one 
another in a Une, (b the Eg^ptiam oorre£led this Symbol to denote the 
Twelve Months of the Year, Succeeding each other without Interruption. 
Hence the Greeh borrow*d their Lyceum, and call'd the Year Lycabas, i, t» 
the March of the Wolves, 

{l^) Ju-uenal^uXy. 



CHAR LXIIL 

Of the inferior Deities attending Mankind from their 

Birth to their Deceafe. 

IT would be a Talk almoft endlefs to enter into a minute 
Detail of the inferior Deities acknowledg'd by the Greeks 
and Romans^ and indeed as the Pagan Religion is now en- 
tirely abolifli'd, the Names of thefe vifionary Beings, only 
regarded by the Vulgar, occur fo feldom in the Claific Au- 
thors, that it is fufficient barely to mark their Denomina- 
tions, fince we know little more'relating to them. 

During Pregnattcyj the tutelar Powers were the God Pi- 
lumnus ( I ), and the Goddefles Intercidona (2) and Deverra 
(l). The Signification of thefe Names feems to point out 
the Neceffity of Warmth and Cleanlinefe to Perfons in this 

Condition. 
Befides the fuperior GoddefTes Juno-Ludna^ Diana- Ilythia^ 

and LatQfiat who all prefided at the Birth, there were the 

Goddefles Egeria (^)^ Pro/a (^)^ and Manageneta (6)^ who 

(1) Either from Pilum a Peftle ; or from P*//o, to drive away, becaufe 
he procured a fafe Delivery. 
(z) She taught the Art of cutting Wood with a Hatchet to nakt Fires. 
(l) The Inventrefs of Brooms. 
(^) From calling out the Birth. 
(<^) jluhis Gelliui, cap. xix. 

C c a ^"^^^ 
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with the Dii NixH (j)^ had all the Care of Women in 

Labour. 

To Children, Janus performed the Office of Door-keeper 
or Midwife, and in this Quality was affifted by the 
Goddefs Opts or Ops fS) ; Cunia rock'd the Cradle while 
Carmenta fung their Deftiny ; Lfvana lifted them from the 
Ground ((^)\ and Vegitanus took care of them when they 
cried; Rumina (\o) watch'd them while they fuckledi 
Potina furnifti'd them with Drink j and Eiluca with Food or 
Nourifhment 5 Offilago knit their Bones; and Carna (11) ftreng^ 
thened their Conftitution ; Nundina {12 J was the Goddefs of 
Children's Purification ; Statilinus or Statanus inftru£led them 
to walk, and kept them from falling;. FaMi^us ,]ewcnt them 
to prattle ; the Goddefs Paventia preferV'd them from 
Frights (13J y and Cantana learnt them to fing. 

Nor was the Infant, when grown to riper Yeare, left with- 
out his Protectors ; Juventas was the God of Youth \ ^g*- 
noria excited Men to Aftion; and the Qoddefles Stmula 
and Strenua infpir'd Courage and Vivacity ; Hgrta (i\) in- 
fpir'd the love of Fame or Glory ; and Sentia gave them 
Sentiments of Probity and Juftice ; ^ies was the Goddefs of 
Repofeor Eafe (i^) \ 2cSA ,dndoltna or Lazinefs, was deify'd 
by the Name of Murcia (i(>) ; Vacuna protedied the Idle ; 
Adeona and Aheona fecured People in going abroad and re- 
turning (\'j)\ and Vibilia, if they wander'd, was fo kind to 

(•]) From Enitor to ftruggle. See ^ufonius, l<|yll. la. 

(8) Some make her the fame with Rbea or y^nfla. 

(g) Amongft the Romans the Midwife alwayi laid the Child on the 
Ground, and the Father, or fome Body he appointed, lifted it up 5 hence 
the Expreflion of tollfrc Liberqsy to educate Children . 

(10) This Goddefs had a Temple at Rcmcy and htr Offerings were Milk. 

(11) On the Kalends of y^atf Sacrifipes were offer 'd to Carira of Bacon 
and Bean-Flour Cakes j whence they were call'd Fabaria, 

(12) Boys were named always on the 9th Day ^ter the Birth, Girls on 
the 8th. 

(1%) From Pavorcm avert epdo, 

(14) She had a Temple at Romct which always ftood open^ 

(15) She had a Temple without the Walls. 

(16) Murii.i had her Temple on Mount A'vertinei 
(i;) From Abco to go away, and xUi,-^ lo coave. 
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put them in the right Way again ; FeJ/hma refrefli'd the 
Weary and fatigued ; and Medttrina heal'd the. Sickly (18)5 
Vitula was the Patronefs of Mirth and Frolick (\^)\ and 
Volupia the Goddefs who beftow'd Pleafure (20); Orbona # 
was addrefs'd, that Parents might not lofe their Ofispring ; 
Pellonia averted Mifchiefe and Dangers; znd Numeria taught 
People to caft and keep Accounts 5 Jngerona {21) cur'dthc 
Anguifli or Sorrows of the Mind; Hares-Martta fecur'd 
Heirs the Eftates they expected ; and Stata^ or Statua-Mater^ 
fecur'd the Forum, or Market-Plac€, from Fire; even the 
Thieves had a Proteftrefs in La'verna (22J ; Jverrmcui 
prevented fudden Misfortunes; and Con/us was always dif- 
pofed to give good Advice to fuch as wanted it ; VolumnuM 
infpir'd Men with a Difpofition to do well ; and Hmorius 
rais'd them to Preferment and Honours. 

Nor was the Marriage State without its peculiar Defen- 
ders. Five Deities were efteemed fo neceffary, that no 
Marriages were folpmniz'd without afking their Favours ; 
thefe were Jupiter- perfe^us^ or the Jduh^ Jurio^ Venus ^ Suadeia* 
(23), and Diana. 

Jugatinus ty'd the Nuptial Knot, Domiducus uflier'd the 
Bride Home, Domitius took carftto keep her there, and pre- 
vent her gadding abroad ; Manturna prcferved the conjugal 
Union entire \ Virginenfis (z^) loofed the Bridal Zone or 

Girdle ; Viriplaca was a propitious Goddefs ready to recon- 
cile the married Couple in cafe of any accidental DiflFerence; 
Matuta was the Patronels of Matrons, no Maid Servant bc- 

(18) The FeAival of this Goddefs was in September , when the Romatu 
drank new Wine mix'd with old by Way of Phyfick. 

(19) From Vituloy to leap or dance. 

(20) From Voluptas, 

(zi) In a great Murrian which deflroyed their Cattle, the Romans in- 
voked this Goddefs, and (he removed the Plague. 

(22) The Image was a Head without a Body. Hnrace mentions her. 
Lib. I. Epift XVI, 60. (he had a Temple without the Walls, which gave 
Name to the Porta Laverrtalis. 

(23) The Goddefs of Eloquence, or Perfuafion, who had always a great 
Hand in the Succefs of Court(hip. 

(24.) ShcwasalfocairdCinxiaJuno^ 
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ing fuffercd to enter her Temple J MeHa and Fehrtia (2$) 
were the Goddefies who regulated the female Katamima \ 
the Goddeis Vacuna (zb) is mentioned by Horace ( 27) as hav- 
ing her Temple at Rome^ the Ruflicks celebrated herFeftival 
in DtcemSer, after the Ilarveft was got in f 28^. 

The Antients affign'd the particular Parts of the Body to 
peculiar Deities ; the Head was facred to Jupitfr^ the Breaft 
to Ntptune^ the Waift to Mars^ the Forehead to Gemims^ the 
Eyebrows to Juw^ the Eyes to Cupids the Ears to Mtm&o^ 
the Right Hand to fida or Verita$^ the Back to PAr/v, the 
Reins to Vmus^ the Knees to Mifiricwrdia^ or Mercy, die 
Legs to Mercury^ the Feet to ^beti$^ and the Fingets to 

Minerva f 29^. 

The Goddeis who prefided over Funerals was LiUina 
(30} in whofe Temple at R»me^ the Undertakers fumifh'd all 
the NeceiTaries for the Interment of the Poor or Rich ; all 
dead Bodies were carried through the Porta iJbitina* and the 
Rationes Libitin^t^ meniion'd by Suetonius^ very nearly anfwet 

our Bills of Mortality. 

(*5) Fron™ Februo, to pui^. 

(26) She was an o\ASakiiu Deity. Some make her the fame with Ceret\ 
but Varro imagines her to be the Goddefs of ViHory^ the Fruits of wbidi 
are Eafe and Repofe. 

(27) Horace, Lib. I. Epift. X-.49. 
(a8) O-vid Faft. Lib. VI. 

(ag) From this Diflribution arofe, perhaps, the Scheme of our modem Af- 
trologers, who afTign the different Parts of the Body to the celeftial Gonftella- 
tions, or Signs of the Zlodiac ^ as the Head to Ariesi the Neck to TrnmruM^ the 
Shoulders to Gemini, the Heart to Cancer, the Breaft to Leo, the Belly to 
Virgo, the Reins to Libra, the Secrets to Scorpio, the Thighs to SagtU" 
rius, the Knees to Capricorn, the Legs to Aquarius^ and the Feet to Ptjceu 

(30) Some confound this Goddeis with Proferpine, others with yemuu 
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CHAP. LXIV. 
Of the inferior rural Deifies. 

TH E Romans were not content with the great Variety 
of Gods, which fill'd their Ritual, like the modern 
Papifts, they were daily inventing new Deities of an infe- 
rior Order, to anfwer the Demands of Superftition, and 
increafe their Kalendar. Ru/iHa thus became the Name for 
a Goddefs, who prcfided over the Country in general, Col- 
iha had the Charge of the Hills, and Fallana the Infpec- 
tion of the Vallies ; Hippana was the Guardian of Stables and 
Horfes ; and Eubaiia took Care of Oxen ; Seta., or Segaia 
watch'd the Seed till it fprouted ; and Raneina weeded the 
young Corn; Sarriier wzs the God of Sowing, and Oi-ffl/a/- 
of Harrowing ; RoiJgus kept the Blights or Mildew away 
( 1 } ; Stircutius manur'd or dunged the Ground ; NaJoiui^ or 
Nodo/Ht, look Care to Ilrejigthen and knit the Stalks of the 
Corn; Folufia watch'd the Blade; Patilha unfolded the 
Ear; taaucina filled it ; and Malura brought it to due 
Ripcnefs; HaJHiim produced a plentiful Crop ; iniTateUva 
took care to reap and get it fafe in ; PiUmnus kneaded the 
Bread ; and Fornax (2) baked it ; Milh^a was the Goddefs 
of Honey ; but the Tru;h is, thefe fanciful Deities arc fo 
little mejitioned in Authors, that we may call them the 
Refufe or Scum of thj Gods. 

(1I Hii Fellivar, catl'd RMrtHa, wis celchrattd in llic Beginnins 
>ir„(Fafti, Lib, VI. 
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CHAP. LXV. 

Of Themis, Aftraea^ and NemefiSi 

THEMIS was the Daughter of Calum and Tirrui 
and the Goddefs of I^ws, Ceremonies, and Oracles- 
Ju^ter confulted her in the Giants War, and afterwards 
efpoufed her ; Ihe inilru£led Deucalion how to re-people the 
World after the Deluge, and was rather indeed a moral 
than an hlAorical Deity, as (he figniiies that Power which 
rewards Virtue and puniflies Vice. 

To Jufiter^ Themis bore the ^eajom (\)^ and the Goddefi 
Jlfiraay who refided on Earth during the golden Age, and 
infpir'd Mankind with the Principles of Juftice and Equity ; 
but as the World became corrupted flie returned to Heaven 
(2^, and became that Conilellation in the Zodiac^ which is 
call'd Virgo, This Goddels is reprefented with her Eyes 
bound, or blinded, having a Sword in one Hand^ arid in 
the other a Pair of Ballances equally poifed* 

Nemfa was the Daughter oi Jupiter and Neceffity (^). She 
had the Title of Adraftea^ becaufe Adraftusj King of Argu^ 
firft rais'd an Altar to her. She had a magnificent Temple 
at Rbamnus in Attica^ with a Statue. She is reprefented 
with a ftern Afpeft, having in one Hand a Whip, in the 
other a Pair of Scales. 

(i) Orpheus and Hejiod reckon but three Seafons, vix. Spring, Summer, 
and Autumn, reprefented by a Rofe, an Ear of Corn, and a Bunch of Craftu 

(2) Terras Artrea rehquit. 

(3) Others fay of Oceanut and iVbjr. 
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CHAP. LXVI, 

()/ the Goddefs Fortuna, or Fortune, and the other 
Virtues and Vices deify^d by the Antients. ^ 

FO R T U N E or Chance has fo great a Share in the 
Conduct: and Succefs of human Affairs^ that it is nq 
Wonder the Ramans made her a Goddefs. Juvmaly however, 
is not a little fevere upon his Countrymen ( t ) for this Choice, 
and Horace on many Occafions expreiTes, if not an abfolute 
Contempt for (i)^ yet at beft a very mean Opinion of this 
Deity. But whatever Sentiments the Philofophcrs or Poet^ 
might entertain of her, they did not leflen her in the Sight 
of the Vulgar, who paid her a very great Devotion. 

This Goddefs had a Variety of Epithets; fhe was term'd 
"Regta and Aurea^ from an Image of her ufually kept in the 
Apartment of the Cajars. In the Capital flie was worihipp'd 
by the Title of Bona^ but her Temple at the E/quilia was 
confecrated by the Name of Mala, She was called Confer- 
*uatrix^ Manens, and Felix^ in antient Infcriptions, to deihote 
the^Happineis fhe beftows. D^mitian confecrated her a Cha- 
pel by the Style of Redux^ and in fome antient Mpnuments 
fhe is caird Stata. The Names of Barbata and fan were 
given her by Serviui tulliust who dedicated a Shrine to her 
(l): She was alfo termed Caca^ not unjuftly, on account of 
the injudicious Difiribution of her Favours. She was ho- 
nour'd at Jtome by the Title of Fortuna Equeftris (\), In a 
Temple fhe had near that of Venus^ ihe bore the Apellations 
of Mafcutu and Virilii^ At other Times ihe was named 

(i) Satyr X. 

(x) Ub. I. Ode XXXlV. 14. 

il) Ht alfo caird her Obfcquenit from her favouring his Wiflies. 
Bnraee calls her S4eva on a quite contrary Account*. 

C^J This Temple was created in Purfuance of a Vow of the PraetOf 
^ Fulvius Fiaccus, for a Vidlory he obtain'd in Sfainy by Means of 
his Cavalry. 
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Mammoja (^)f Primogenia (6), and Pri*vata^ or Fv^ta (j) 
In th^ Quality of Fortuna-Virgo^ Coats of young Childrea 
wereofFered to her before they put them on ; andfhewas 
ftyPd Vi/cata^ or Vtfcofa (Sj, on account of her alluring or 
attracting People by her deceitful Kindnefs. 

The principal Temple of this Goddefs was at Prantfit 
whei>ce (he was callM Pranefiina. This Goddefi is ufually 
reprefented blind, ftanding on a Wheel in a moving Atti- 
tude, and holding a Cornucopia, from whence ihe pouis 
Wealth, and all the Emblems of Profperity. Horace has 
given a very Mafterly Pidlure of her in an Ode to Mm" 
cenas (g). 

Fame is fo much fought after by great and exalted Mindsi 
that we may eafily account for the Temples ere£ted to her, 
and the divine Honours decreed her. We may call hor the 
Mother or Nurfe of Heroes^ fmce all the glorious Adi(»is 
they atchlevMy were done in order to purchafe a Share in her 
Favour. 

This Goddefs is depiflur'd in a flying Attitude, with 
troad Wings, founding a Trumpet, and her flying Robe 
wrought all over with Eyes, Ears and Tongues, to denote 
the Surprize, Attention and Difcourfe flie excites. f^irgjH 
(\6) has given an inimitable Defcription of her, nor docs 
Oor/Vfall much fhort of him in ('i i^ his very mafterly Pic- 
ture of the Palace or Don?e in which flie refides. 

Peace is a Blefling fo univerfally efteem'd, that it is no 
Wonder if flie was deify'd. The Athenians ^according to 
Plutarch) erected her an Altar with her Statue, attended by 

(l) Either from her having large Brcafts, or the Plenty (he fappllet. 

(i) From her giving Birth to the City and Empire. 

(•]) From her favouring particular Perfons. Thefe two laft Apella- 
tions were given her by Servius TuUui, a very great Admirer of hcf 
Divinity. 

(%) From Vifctti Birdlime, hence Seneca fays, Beneficia funt wfc^U^ 
Obligations are catching. 

(9) Horaccy Lib. III. Ode XXIX. 49. 

(ic) VirgiL /Eneid 1. 
{11) Ovid, Metam. XU. 42, 6^. 
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that of Phtui the God of Riches, to fliow that (he was the 
Source of Plenty and Commerce. At Rome (he had a mag- 
niticent Temple in the Firam (tzj, which was confuin'd by 
Fire in the Reign of CemmoJin. 

On Medals, this Goddefs is reprefented before an Altar, 
fetting Fire with a Torch in her left Hand to a Pile of Arms, 
and with the other holding an Olive Branch. Behind her, 
on a Column, appears the Image of a naked Boy or Man 
extending his Arms in a rejoicing Pofture (li). The Poets 
generally introduce her in Company with the moll fliining 
Virtues ('14J. And Firgil reprefents her as the common 
Wifh of Mankind (i^). And ClauiUan has compos'd her 
Panegyrick in a very djflinguifh'd Manner. Some- 
rimes (he appears like a Matron holding a Bunch of Ears of 
Corn, and crown'd with Olive, or Rofcs. Her Symbol was 
theCfl^HWdj, or M^rcar/s Rod. 

The Goddefs Cmcerdia, or Cancarjf was another Divinity 
of the Remain. At the Requcft of his Mother imn. Wi- 
dow of Augvjiui, a Temple was dedicated to her by Tiirriui 
at Remi. She had fevera! other magnificent Temples, in 
one of thefe were depofited the rich Spoils of the Temple of 
Jeru/aUm. 

FirtKt and HoKeur had their Temples at Rome. That to 
fiVrae was eredled by iU. JWa«///aj (16), and was the only 
PafTage to the Tempje of Honeur, to (liow that worthy Ac- 
tions were the true Foundation of lafting Fame. The Sa- 
crifices to Honour were performed by tlie Priefls bare- 
headed, 

firiue was reprefentcd like an elderly Matron fitting on a 

(11) Begun by Cleudiut, and finilh'd hy Vrfpsjlan. 

(i]l The Legend of th.i Medal, which was ftiuck by Vtfpejlaii on the 
CoTiqueft of >i(ja, nPaci O.bii Tirrarum. On a Medal of hiB Son 
I'lfui, (he ii feen with a Palm in one Hand and a SkcpLrc in Che other, tlie 
Infcriprion Pax ^lerna. 

{.4)H^-«Ca.n.enSei;. 57. 

(.5) JE.ntAiXl.-itz, 

(16) %0XiU) AniuSui. 



I 



I 



204 Fabulous HISTORY 

fquare Stone, in antient Medals they appear jointly. 
However, upon fome Medals of Gordian and Numtnian^ (he is 
found in the Figure of an old Man with a Beard. Plamim 
(ij) alfo mentions Virtue among the Number of the Gods. 
Tidest or Faith, had a Temple near the Capifl^ founded 
by Numa Pompilius. No Animals were ofi'er*d» or Blood 
fpilt in her Sacrifices j during the Performance of her Rites 
her Priefts were cloathed in white Veftmepts, and their 
Heads ar|d Hai>ds covered with Linqen Cloth, to fhew di^ 
fidelity ought to.be fecret. The Symbol of this Goddc(i 
w^s a white Dog. and P'irgil gives her the Epithet of Cdmh 
or Spodefs (iSj, By die Poets fhe is generally an Atten- 
dant of the GoldeH Jge. " The Antiquaries are of Opi- 
^^ nion, fays the Abbe Bauier, that a Figure where two 
*' Women are joining Hands, reprefents this Goddefi. 
^^ which he adds, is not improbable* fince in this Manner 
^^ (putual Faith is ufually plighted ("ig^. 

Bopf is another of the P^ons deify*d by the lUmansn She 
had a Temple ^n the Herb-M^ket, which was cQnfum*d by 
X^ightning On Medals fhe appears in aftandipg Attitude, 
\vith her left Hand holding up lightly her loofe Robes, and 
leaning on her Elbow ^ in her right fhe has a Plate, on which 
is placed a Gborium (ot Cupj fafhion'd like a Flower, with 
this Infcription, Spes^ P. R. [The Hope of the Rowtan People] 
(zo). In ^e modem Sutues an^ Paintings, her Charadle- 

^iflick is a GoUen Anchor, 

fUty [or fili^ AiFedion] had a Chapel at Rame^ confe- 

crated by the Duumvir AttiUus on a remarkable Occafion : 

^* A M^ be'mg fentenc'd to hard Imprifonment, his Daugh- 

. y •* ter, who was then a Nurfe, daily vifited him, and was 

/^^^ ^' ftriftly fearch-d by the bailor to fee fhe brought no Food 

to the Prifoner. At lafk a Difcov^ \yas made, that (he 



<c 



(??) Prologue to -/4!w^A/VrioiT. 
(iS) i£neid I. 292. 

fip) Banter* s Mythology, vol. III. p. 131, 
fzp) fhe Keverfp is a Head oi Adrian. 



^\Kst:^ 
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♦' fupported him with her Milk. This Inftance of Piety 
* * gain'd her Father's Freedom, They were both afterwards 
♦* fupported at the publick Expence, and the Place was 
" confecrated to this Goddefs (22)-^ This Deity is repre- 
fented on Medals. 

Pudicitiat or Chaftity, was honour'd at Rome under two 
Names. In the Temple of Pudidtia Patricia^ none were 
admitted but Ladies of noble Birth. Virginia the Daughter 
of Julus having married a Plebeian^ fo offended thefe, that 
they excluded her their* Affemblies : Upon which Virginia 
calling a Meeting of the Plebeian Matrons, dedicated a Cha- 
pel to this Goddeis by the Name of Pudhitta PUbeia f 23^. 
Her Speech on this Occafion was truly great. *' I dedicate 
'• ^fays flie j this Altar to Pudiciiia Plebeia^ and defire you will 
*^ adore Chaftity ^ as much as the Men do Ho%9ur\ and I wifh 
** that this Temple may be frequented by purer Votaries (if 
** poflible) than that of Pudidtia Patricia, In both thefc 
'* Temples no Matron was permitted to Sacrifice unlefs 
*^ fhe had an unblemifh'd Charadter, and was but once 
" married." In Medals this Deity is reprefented under the 
Figure of a Woman veiPd, pointing with the fore Finger 
of her Right-Hand to her Face, to fignify that fhe had no 
Reafon to blufh. 

Mercy or Clemency had an Altar at Athens^ erefied by the 
Kindred of Hercules (2^). At Rome was a Temple dedi- 
cated to the Clemency of C/e/ar (2^). Both the Romans and 
Greeks gave the Name of Afylum to the Temples each had 
eredted to this Goddefs ^26^. 

7>«/i& ^according to Plutarch) was the Daughter of Saturn 
and Timcj and the Mother of Virtue, and was reprefented 

(22) PUny'% Nat. Hift. Lib. VII. cap. 36. 

(23) All Matrons who married but once, were honoured with the 
Corona Pudidtia f or Crown of Chaflity. 

(24) Becaufe they dreaded the Refentment. of Euryfibeua whom Her^ 
€ulei had aflifled in his Life. 

(25) This Teniple was built by 2^ Decree of tlie Senate aftci t\Nft Dtax^ 

of Julius Cafar, 

(26) S^rv, IB 9 /En, 
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as a beautiful young Virgin of a proper Stature modeftly 
clad in a Robe, whofe whitenefs refembled that of the Snow. 
Democritus, to give an Idea of the Difficulty of her being 
found, fays that flie is coriceal'd in the Bottom of a Well. 

Liberty^ was fo much the Delight of the Romans^ that it 
was but natural for them to imagine her a Goddefe, and to 
confecrate to her Temples and Altars. She was reprefented 
in the Form of a Virgin cloathed in White, holding a Scep- 
tre in her Right-hand, and a Cap in her Left. 

Good Senfe, or Underftanding [ Mens] was honour'd with 
an Altar in the Capital^ by M. ^milius, and Atilius the Praetor 
creSed her Chapel. 

Fauftitas^ or the publick Felicity and Welfare, had many 
Altars, and was adorM both by the Greeh and Romans ; the 
£Drmer honoured this Goddeis under the Names of Endaimo^ 
monia and Macaria. The Athenians confulting an Oracle on 
the Succefs of a Battle, were informed, that they ihould win 
the Vidory, if one of the Children of Hercules would fub- 
mit to a voluntary Death; on this Macaria, one of his 
Daughters, kill'd berfelf, and the Athenians becoming viflo-. 
riousy paid her Adoration under the Name of Felicity. She 
was reprefented in Painting, as a Lady doath'd in a Purple 
Veftment trimm'd with Silver, fitting on an Imperial 
Throne, and holding in one Hand a Caduceus, and in the 
other a Cornucopia. 

Vistory^ was honour'd by feveral Nations as a Goddcfs* 
according to Hejlody flie was the Daughter of Styx and Pallas ; 
flie was pa'mted by the Ancients in the Form of a Woman 
clad in Cloth of Gold, and is reprefented on fome Medals 
with Wings, flying through the Air, holding a Palm in one 
Hand, and a Lawrel Crown in the other ; in others fhe is to 
be feen ftanding upon a Globe, nikkthe fame Crown and 
Branch of Palm. 

The Goddeft Salus^ or Health, had a Temple at Rome 

near the Gate, from thence call'd Porta Salutaris, and as the 

JBJe/Sngs (he beftows arc known Xo ?X\^ ^o xv^i i^u\A. Wi (Ke 
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hid a great Number of Votaries*. She was reprefented by 
a Woman fitting on a Throne, and holding a Globe in her 
Hand. Near her ftobd an Altar, with a Snake entwin'd 
round it. In this Temple was perform*d the Auiurium Salutis^ 
a Ceremony which Auguftus revived from Defuetude. It 
was a Day fet apart annually, for enquiring of the Gods by 
Divination, whether they would allow the People to pray for 
Peace? On this Day the Roman Armies were forbid to 
march or engage. It is worthy of Remark, that the Priefts 
of this Temple had arrogated to themfelves the fole Privi- 
lege of offering Supplications for the Health of every indi- 
vidua], as well as for the State* 

The Good Genius was ador'd by the Gr^^i/, and, according 
to Pau/amas^ had a Temple in the Road leading to Mount 
Manalus, At the Clofe of Supper a Cup was always oflfer'd 
him of Wine and Water, and call'd the Grace^Cup. 

Wealth has fuch an Influence on the Affairs of Life, that 
it has in all Ages been the Objedl, if not of publick Wor- 
Ihip, yet of fecret Idolatry. Thus the Romans erected Pe* 
euniaj or Money, a Goddefs. Menander wittily obferves on 
this Subjefl ; " That if you can poflels this Deity, you may 
*' afk and have what you pleafe : Even the Gods themfelves 
•* fhall be at your Devotion." 

Silence t was amongft the Romans both a Male and Female 
Deity, by the Names of Harpocrates and Angerona, The 
former was reprefented by the Figure of a Youth crown'd 
with an "Egyptian Mitre, having in one Hand a Cornucopia^ 
and the Finger of his Right-hand touching his Lip, as com- 
manding Silence. The Romans borrowed thefe Images from 
Egypt ^ but quite miftook their real Meaning. The firft wa* 
the Horus^ or emblematical Statue, which denoted the Peace 
or Repofe of Winter. iThe Cornucopia fignify'd Plenty, and 
the Pofture of the Finger denoted the Moderation and Tem-r 
perance neceffary to enjoy the BleHings of Providence in a 
right Manner. This Figure they callM, agreeably t<i v^ 
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Defign, Harpocrates (27), or the EUablifliment of civil Po- 
lity, The Feftival which accompanied its Expofition, was 
€3ll'd Pammilla fzSjy which leaves no Doubt of its true 
Signification. 

The Ifis which appeared at the I^eomenia in l^cemBer, the 
Egyptians call'd Angerona (i())t expreffive of its Intention* 
But the Greeks and Romans^ who took all thefe Emblems in 
the literal Senfe, adapted them to tfieir own Tafte, and fo 
made thefe two Figures, the God and Goddefs q{ Silence. 

Nor were thefe the only vifionary Deities ereited by the 
Heathens, fear had its fhare in making new Divinities (^o) 
as well as Hope^ and Difeafes, Calamities, and even Vices 
were honoured, with a View of averting their Vifitation, or 
allaying their noxious Influences. Thus Fehrisj or the Fe- 
ver^ had her Altars at Rom (^i) HofiiUusTuilus vow'd a 
Temple to the Goddefles Terror and Palenefs ^32^. ilf- 
Jdarcellinus after efcaping a Storm near Sicily built a Chapel 
to the God TempeftaSf without the Gate of Capena, And 
Tvutrty and Art were both deify'd by the People of Godara^ 
becaufe Neceffity is the Mother of Invention* Ewvy was a 
Goddefs whofe - Perfon and Abode are inimitably dcfcrib'd 
hy Ovid (s^). ' 

Calumny had an Altar ereSed to her by the Athenians, We 
have a very remarkable Pi£hu'e of this mifchievous Goddefs, 
as drawn by the Hand of the great Apelles. Credulity ^ repre- 
fented by a Man with large open Ears, invites this Deity to 
him extending his Hand to receive her. Ignorance and Suf- 
ficion Hand juft behind him. Calumny (the principal Figure 

(27) From CretOf Care, or Carta, a City j and ^epa, comes Harpo^ 
crates^ the civil Conftitution or Polity. 

(2S) From Pa, the Mouth j and Af«/, to circumdfe^ is form*d P^m- 
miiab, or the due Government of the Tongue. 

(29) From Hang^ren, the Barn-floor^ is derivM Hangerona, or the 
Harveft got in. 

(30) — Primes in orbe Deos fecit Timor, 

(31) Cicero de Nat. Deor. Lib. III. de Legib. Lib. IL 

(^2) Id a Bank between the Romaiu and Ftientet, in which the Vic* 
tory was long doubtful. 
(j3) Meum. Lib. II. 761. 
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bf the Ptece) appears advancing, her Countenance ruffled 
with Paffion, holding in her Lcfc-hand a lighted Torch, atkt 
With her Right dragging along a Youth, who lifts up his 
Hands as fupplicating the Gods. JuA before her goes Eifoy 
pale and fquintbg. On her Right Side are Fraud and Csn- 
fpiraey. Beh~ind het follows Rtfentance With her Cloaths 
torn &nd looking backwards on Trntb, who flowly clofes up 
the Rear (34). CoMtamilj and ImfuJeHce were alfo honour'd 
by the ^thiniaai under the Figure of PartriJgti, which is 
etteem'd a very bold Sird. Difesri is reprefented as a God- 
dels by Pitrmui Arhittr, whofe Defcription of her is 
worthy fo maflerly a Pencil. Virgil has given us a Pi^urS 
«f Fnrj, a Deity much of the fame Stamp. 






DISSERTATION 

, O N T H E 

Theology of the Heathens. 

HERE is perhaps no one Subjcft, which ha? 
occafion'd a greater Variety of Opinions than 
the Original of Idolatry j or in other Words, the 
Foundation on which the Pagans eredled their 
Syftem of Theology, and rais'd that Multiplicity of fabu- 
lous Divinities which overfpread the Earth. The general 
Notion which has prevail'd on this Head is, that Mankind 
by Degrees deviating from the Worihip of the true God, di- 
rected their Adoration to the great Luminaries of Heaven, 
and becoming in Procefs of Time more grofsly corrupted, 
degenerated into the Veneration of Idols and Deities of their 
own Creation. But the true Source of Idolatry feems rather 
to be the Abufe of the Language of Aftronomy, and of thofe 
Memorials left to preferve the antient Purity of Religion^ 
which were by Avarice and Ambition perverted to Ends 
quite contrary to the Defign of their Inftitution. 

Nothing has more puzzled the Learned than the Confor- 
mity found in feveral Particulars, between the Rites of the 
Hebrews, (the chofen People of God) and thofe of the 
Neighbouring Nations plunged in the groffeft Idolatry. 
This Refemblance manifeftly appeared inr their affembling 
in fome eminent or diftinguiflied Place, to praife God, to 
offer him Bread, Salt, and the firft Fruits of the Earth, 
with Thanks for his Bounty ; to facrifice VidUms, and eat 
in common of the Flefh *, and to )o\xv Sou^^ and LiAruments 



Theology of the Heathens. 211 

of Mufic to heighten the Solemnity. It was alfo cuftomary, 
both with the Hebrews and the Heathens, to bury their Dead 
with Refpeft, and to meet on certain Days near their Tombs 
to praife God and commemorate their Virtues. 

To folve this Difficulty the generality of Writers fuppofet 
that in thefe Cafes the Pagan Religion only copied the true* 
But how improbable this Conjefture is, will appear, from a 
due Confideration, how feparatedas it were from, and how 
contemptible the Hebrews were, to all other Nations ; and 
confequently how unlikely it is, they would borrow any 
Part of their ceremonial from them. Add to this, that it 
appears from a Multitude of Proofs, that thefe Cuftoms o^ 
Idolatry were prior to Mofes^ and the Inftitution of the 
Je^ijh theocracy* This laft Point has led fome learned 
Men (i) into the other Extreme of afferting, that the ^^- 
hrews took thofe religious Ceremonies from the Egyptians^ 
only changing their Objc£l by adapting them to the Wor- 
fhip of the true God. But this Opinion is equally deftitute 
of Foundation, fince we find nothing more expreisly pro- 
hibited by the Mofaic Law, than the Jc^s having any Cor- 
rcfpondence in religious Matters with the Nations round 
them. Befide?, this great Legiflator feems to grant it as a 
Thing generally known, that the Worfhip of one God fub- 
lifted long before his Time amongft the antient Patriarchs. 

This Conformity therefore, if duly examined, will lead 
us to the Truth. When the antient World perifhed by the 
general Deluge, l^oah preferv'd with his Family, re-eftab' 
lifh'd the Worfhip of the true God. On his coming out of 
the Ark we find him offering a Sacrifice of Thankfgiving, a 
Ceremony he had undoubtedly receiv'd from his pious An- 
ceftors, and which appears fo early as in the Sacrifice of 
MeU The Patriarchs long before A/(?>i bury'd their Dead 
with peculiar Honour j and wefind^afo^, in Gratitude fof 
a divine Revelation, erefting a Stone and pouring Oil on it, 

( i) Sir John Marjbam in his Canon. Chtoivvc. ot ^>q\<% c^ITvcca* 

E e 2 ^.^v^^^« 
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a PrafHce he took from the Heathen Nations. This (hows 
evidently, that thefe Cuftoms proceeded from the common 
Fathers of Mankind. 

Amongft the Inftituttons which Jfoab left his Pofterity» 
was the Neamenia, of AiTemblies appointed to praife God at 
the Return of the New Moon (2), Now this Rite he had 
receiv'd from his Anceftors. In the Conftitution of the 
jtntediluvian World, the Earth prefented its Equator con- 
ftantly to the Sun, whence the Days and Nights were always 
equal, the Air free from any violent Agitation, was always 
unclouded and ferene, and the Eartif by Means of conftant 
Dews enjoy'd a perpetual Spring. Now as the Sun never 
varied in his Place of Rifing or Setting, Men were obliged 
to regulate their religious Meetings, as well as civil Affairs, 
by the Phafes or Changes of the Moon. This Cuftom 
Noah convey'd to his Defcendants j fo that it is no Wonder 
if it became common to the Hebrews j and the ^flU^ Heathen 
Nations roun4 them. 

To the fame Origin we may afcribe the Invention of the 
Zodiac^ which became in process of Time an additional 
Caufe of Idolatry. The vertical Signs of Cancer and Cafri^ 
ccrfg, according to Macrgbius (3), were denominated from 
hence. The Crab being an Animal who walks backwards 
or obliquely, feem'd a proper Emblem of the Sun, who ar- 
riving at this Sign b^ins his Retrogradation : The Wild- 
Goat on the contrary, whofe Cuftom is to feed as he climbs, 
or afcends the Hills, w^ chofen to denote the Sun, who on 
coming to thb Point of the Heavens^ quits the loweft Part 
of his Courfe to regain the highcft. The Ram^ the BuU^ 
and the 7w« Kids (4), gave their Names to the three celeftial 
Houfcs, through which tl^e Sun paffes in Spring. This difr 

(i) After the Ia(| Crefcent, anf! when the Moon in Conjun£^ion ceasM 
to appear, the People Vpnt up to fome high Place, the better to perceive 
tier new Phafes, af rer whtJEh /hey facrificed. 

(3) Saturnalia, Lib. 1. cap. 17. 

(4) The Orient ah call*d the 1^ Gimini,hy the Name of the *Ttoo Kids ; 
fwt tltc Greeks ^^vc it t^e N^^OC iJiJfcUri, ttWlvCttJoT vc^^^oUui. ' 



theology of the Heathens. 213 

tinguifliM the different Kinds of young Cattle which incteasM 
their Flocks during that Scafon, as they fucceeded each oihcn 
ihe Lambs appearing (irft, the Calves next, and the Kids 
laft. They chofe two of thefe latter on account of the pe- 
culiar Fruitfulnefs of the Goat, which generally bears 
Twins. With regard to the Summer, the Fury of the Liet 
juftly expreCi'd the Heat of the Sun on his leaving Canctr. 
The yirgiti crown'd with Ears of Corn was an Emblem of 
the Harveft (5), ufually ended about that Time. Nothing 
could better denote the Equality of Days or Nights under 
the autumnal Equinox, than the Ballance [t.iiro]. The 
Uifeafesconfequentuponthe Fall of the Leaf, wcretharadte- 
ris'd by the Scurfku. The Chafe of wild Beafts, which was 
annually obferv'tl about that Time, was not improperly dif- 
linguiflied by ISagiiariui'], or a Man on Horfeback, ann'd 
with a Bow and Arrow, jiyuarim typify 'd the Rains of 
Winter; anil the two Fifties [Pi/cri^. bound together, or 
inclos'd in a Net, indicated the Scafon forFifhing, which is 
aJways beft at the Approach of Spring. 

Nothing could be at once more fimplc and ufeful than this 
Divifion of the Sun's annual Circuit into twelve equal Por- 
tions, cxprefs'd by fo many vifiblc Signs or Symbols, which 
ferv'd to regulate the Seed time. Mowing, Hatveft, Hunt- 
ing, Fifhing, and other important Employtnents of the 
Year, Thefe rude Delineations of the celeftial Houfes pro- 
bably gave Birth to Painting. But then thefe Images prCT 
fented to the Mind a Meaning very different from the Idea 
they convey'd to the Eye. 

It is probable that Ciem, and fuch of his Children who 
firft fettled in Egjpt, brought with tlieni the aftronomicaj 
Invention or Divifion of the Zodiac, and attempted to carry 
on their Tillage and rural Hufbandry according to the Sea. 
fons and Methods ufed In the Countries from whence they 



(;) Theynam'dihijFiKurejFfjsiif. at Er!£i'i, nhicli li£nitiet the 
Polour, Sse Denirl, ch. 1. nr. 7, 
W Rkhiiimda CsiM media faceiiS^lUr «Jla. 
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had removed. The Land being fandy and dry. they fow'd 
in Spring, and ibon faw, with Pleafure, a verdant Crop rife 
and give Hopes of a plentiful Harveft. But in April or May 
a peftilential South Wind blafted their £xpe£tations. Not 
difcouraged they tried to repair their LiofTes by afecond 
Ploughing and Sowingi and as the fucceeding northerly 
Winds temper'd the Air, every Thing feem'd again promif- 
ing. But as the Harveft was juft ready to be got in, the 
Weather dry, and no Appearance of Rain, they beheld with 
Aftoniihmpnt the Nth overflow its Banlcs, and lay all their 
Fields under Water. The Obfervation of this annual F lood 
foon taught the new Comers Experience. They carefully 
marked the celeftial Signs, which were the Fore-runners of 
the Rivers Increafe, in order to take the proper Meafures 
for their own perfonal Security, and for fowing as foon ^ 
the Waters fhould abate. 

They remarked, in Confequence of this, that the Etefian 
Winds always blew regularly from the North, juft about 
the Sun's Entry into the Sign of Cancer (6), and that the 
Flood foon fucceeded. This Wind therefore became an in- 
fallible Sign with them, and they exprefs'd it by the Image 
of the Hawk with her Wings expanded, not only becaufe 
of the Refemblance in general between the Swiftnefs of 
Birds, and the Rapidity of the Winds (7) ; but alfo becaufe 
this Bird in particular was feen to accompany thefe Nor- 
therly Etejian Breezes (8). 

But as the annual Inundation varied each Year a few 
Days, either fooner or later, and as it was neccfTary to ob- 
ferve as exaftly as poffible the Moment of its Approach, in 

(6) Thefc annual Winds driving the Vapours and Clouds fouthward to 
Ethiopia, where they are condenfed by the high Mountains, and defcend 
in Rains, are the real Caufe of the Nt/e^s overflowing, though probably 
the antient^^;>fi«irs were ignorant of this*. 

(7) The Scripture in more Places than one reprefents the Almighty as 
riding on the Wings of the Wind. See Pfafms xviii. 10, C^c. &c, 

(8) Does the Hawk (fays Job) by thy Wifdom ftiake off her old Fea- 
thers, to get rid of thtm and ftreU\\ Vvw V^liv^s towards the South ? 

XXJUX^ 26, 
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order to make the neceflary Preparations for fecuring them- 
felves with their Cattle and £fie£b on the higher Groundsy 
they took Notice of a particular luminous Star (9), which at 
this critical Juncture appeared on the Horizon a little before 
Sun-rife» and was not only the fure Mark of that great Lumi- 
nary's pacing under the Conftellation of Leo^ but alfo the 
precife Token of the Commencement of the Inundation- 
This Star from its great Ufefulnefs they call'd Tbaaut or Thtt^ 
(the Dog) and Anubis or Hannoheach^ (the Barker or Moni- 
tor) as alfo fimply Sibor (10) which is the Name of the River 
Nile. The Southerly Winds which preceded theDecreafe 
of the Waters, were reprefented by the Wboof, which at 
that Seafon refbrts from Nubia and Numidia into Egyft^ to 
feed on the Worms and InfecSs left in the Mud or Slime 
which covers the Plains, and impregnates them with that 
Fertility, which renders their Country the Garden of the 
World. This figurative Symbol expofed to the Eyes of the 
People, was the Indication for getting ready their Corn, 
furveying their Grounds, and beginning the Seed-time or 
Sowing. 

The Conveniency of thefe Emblems occafion'd their be- 
ing multiplied ; and as this Hieroglyphick Kind of Writing 
by Birds and Animals firuck the Eye, andVas in its firft 
Inftitution readily underftood, fo in or..er to preferve and 
improve it for the publick Ufe, a certain Society, or Com- 
pany of Men, were appointed to ftudy the Heavens, and 
obferve the Motions of the celeftial Bodies. Thefe were 
lodged in a Tower, call'd the Labyrintb (11), and had com- 
mitted to their Care the Confer vation of the Charaders and 
Symbols ufed to point out to the People the general Regu- 
lations, or particular Duties proper to each Seafon. 

(9) It was feen juft before the Dawn of Day, which foon obfcur^d its 
Lultre. 

(xo) From hence the (7rr*4j took their Name 2i*f/^ and the Ld/iivs 
Sirius, by which Apeliation we now call the Dog- Star. 

(11) From Biranta, with the Article comes Lab^^ranta^ tha To^«( ^-^ 
Palace. Ser CbrQ/itcies xy'u. 1 2 • 
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Thus we fee that in its primitive Formation^ nothing 
could be more fimple than the Egyptian Religion. It was in 
effecS the fame with that of Joh and Jithr(Km Arabia^ that of 
Melchi/edeck and Lot in Canaan ; and that of Ahimehch in /*«- 
lefiine. It was the Faith of l^oah and his Sons j who firft re* 
peopled the Earth. It confided in adoring the Supreme 
Creator of iall Things, in Works of Juftice and Mercy, in 
Induftry and Temperance, in treating the Dead honourably, 
and the Hopes of a future Reward. The Figures expofed 
to the Sight of the People, were fo far from being myfterious, 
that they were meant only to remind them of thefe impor- 
tant Duties, and by that Means inculcate their Pra£tice, and 
fecufe the Peace and Happiness of Society. 

But as foon as the Vulgar began to miftake thefe expref- 
five Emblems for real Obje£ts and Peifons, they began to 
change both their Language and Pradice^ No longer un- 
derftanding their true Meaning, they exchanged their Moral 
for an Hiftorical Senfe. The Ofiris^ the Emblem of the firft 
Enlightner and Mover ; the -}(&, the Marie of that bountiful 
Nature which is the Mother or common Parent of all Crea- 
tures; the Uorus (12), or beloved Child expreflive of Agri- 
culture and Huibandry \ and the Anubis^ or celeftial MefTen- 
ger, from 5/^w, became fo many real Divinities, who de- 
lighted to proteft Egypt ^ and honour it with their Refidence; 
Thus the facred Writings ot Hieroglyphics, though ftill 
prefcrv'd by the Pricfts, were explained in a new and mo- 
dern Senfe, fuitable to the prevailing Tafte of the People* 
for Fable. 

A late ingenious Author, to whom we are indebted for 
thefe juft Refledions (13), thinks it probable, that the Egyp^ 
tian Priefts, who kept the Key of thefe facred Writings, ot 
Hieroglyphicks, at firft endeavoured to ftem the Torrent of 

(12 From Eorety Huibandry, comes Hiorox, the Huibandman. Hence 
alfo the «P« of the Greehy and the Aratio^ Aratrum, and Art of tht 

(13) La F/upBf Hiftoire de Cieux, to\. 1% 
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Superftition» by reminding the People of their Error, and 
recalling them to the Worlhip of the true God ; but find- 
ing all Attempts of this Kind vain and ineiFedtual, they 
gave Way to the popular Notions, and, in procefs of Time, 
became zealous Defenders of what they fecretly could not 
but condemn. It is natural to think this great Change was 
eSsStd by Degrees, and that the Eftablifhment of Idolatry 
was the Work of fome Time. In this Manner^ while they 
complied with the popular Language, they privately fludied 
all they could colled^ of the antient and real Signification of 
the Symbolical Figures, taking Care to require a profound 
Secrecy of all whom they initiated or inftruded in this Kind 
of Knowledge. By.fuch a Method their religious Learning 
bore a folenm and myfterious Afpe^i, without altering any 
Thing of the common Worfhip or Belief. Idolatry reign'd 
abroad, while Truth was kept confin'd in the Receffes of 
their Temples. Thus Things daily degenerated and grew 
worfe. In all Syftems of Religion, the ceremonial Part is 
what is the moft etfily fupported, as it is of no Confequence 
to the Paffions, which it feldom affefts, and too often in- 
dulges. It was quite otherwife with Truth, which grew 
ftill more and more disfigur'd, in Proportion as Superftition 
gain'd Ground* In Procefs of Time, Ambition and A'varice 
led the Priefts themfelves to approve an Error, which turn'd 
greatly to their Advantage, and equally tended to flatter the 
great Views of Jntereft and Power. 

Thus have we feen that the antient Religion of Egypt In 
its firft Inftitution, was only copied from that of i^oah^ and 
the firft ipq&-Diluvian Patriarchs. That the plain and fimple 
Dodrines it inculcated were the Worfhip of one fupreme 
Being infinitely wife, and powerful, and good ; the Obfer- 
vation of ftruft Juftice between Man and Man, the great 
Foundation of the Peace of Society ; the Exercife of mutual 
Charity and Kindncfs; the Cultivation of the Earth, by a 
juft Regulation of Tillage and Induftry; the interring the 
Dead with Decency and Rcf\x^ct •, awiOcv^'^^iXvd ol 7i.^.NjXN^\^ 
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State : All thefe Principles were (hadowed out to the Eye 
by fuitable Figures or Reprefentations, and to thefe were 
added Emblems expreflive of the great Change introduced in 
the Earth by the Deluge, which rendered the Exercife of 
Agriculture both more painful and neceiTary to Mankind 
than it was before, when the Ground, by the mild Tempe- 
rature of the Air, and conftant Prefence of the Sun, was as it 
were fpontaneoufly fertile, and the Mother of a gonial 
Abundance. 

Nor was it in Egypt alone, that thefe Vefligies of the pri. 
maeval Faith, and the Worfhip of the true God were pre-* 
ferv'd. *^ The Magl^ or antient ?erfian Philofophers, ac- 
*' cording to the Teftimony of the beft Hiftorians (14), had 
*• oeither Statues nor Altars. They facrificed on the highcft 
*' Mountains (15), and ufcd neither Libations nor Mufic* 
'* nor hallow'd Bread. They offer'd the Viftims crown'd j 
** after which the Prieft dividing it in fmall Portions, they 
** Ihared it in common, leaving no Part, for (as they faid) 
*' God defu*ed only the Soul of the Viftim (16)." Indeed 
they yorfbipped the Fire, which they regarded as the moft 
perfSft Emblem of the Divinity j and we find this magni- 
ficenqBymbol was in great Veneration through all the Eaft. 
Q]i the fame Account they honour'd the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars J but this was only, as they confider'd them the Images 
or Symbols of the fupreme Being or original Caufe of all 
Things, whom they call'd Oroma%es^ and of whom Zoroafier 
(as quoted by Eujehius (17), has given a fublime Defcription : 
•' God, fays he, the firft of all incorruptible Beings, eternal 
<* and unbegotten ; he is not compounded of Parts j there 
•* is nothing equal to him or like him : He is the Author of 

(14) Herodotus, Clio, Lib. I. Se€l. 131. Straho, Lib. XV. 

(15) It was probably to prevent the Abufc of thisCuftom, in itfelf in- 
nocent, that Mofes fo feverely intcrdidls even the worihipping the true 
God upon high Places. 

(16) i he Orientals, fond of the Dodlrine of Tranfmigration, believed 
the Vi^Vim aniniaterl by a criminal Soul, whofc expiatory Pains were com- 

pJered by the Sacrifice. 
(ly) Frebarat, iLvamiViQa^ Lvb» I, 
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^ all Good, and entirely uninfluenc'd by Paffions J themoft 
** excellent of Beings ; the wifeft of all intelligent Natures i 
'* the Father of Equity, the Parent of good Laws 5 felf-'in- 
'' ftruSed, felf-fuificient ; and the firft Former of Nature.*' 
If, we believe the -^r^^mw Writers (18), the Perfian Magi 
- were very far from being Manicbeans^ or believing two dif- 
tin(St and coeternal Principles of GWand £<z;/7, as has been 
aflerted by an eminent modern Philofopher (19). The an- 
tient Perjians^ indeed, admitted two inferior Divinities, wV 
the Goddefs Mytbra^ and the God My t bras ^ who, according 
to them, were the firft Emanations of the divine Being, or 
the firft Productions of his Power (20). They alfo aflerted 
a wicked Spirit, call'd Arimaniui (21 ), whom they regarded as 
the Author or Principle of all Moral Evil, and who for his 
Pride and Ambition was hurl'd from the celeftial Manfions 
(22). This Idea was agreeable to the Pytbon or Typhon of 
the Egyptians^ and the War of the Giants againft Jupiter 
celebrated by the Greek and Latin Poets. In fhort, the three 
principal Attributes, or Views under which the eternal or 
fupreme Eflence prefents itfelf tothe Mind, are Ponuer^ Wif^ 
dom and Goodmfs^ without the two lafi^ the firft would be in- 
finite Tyranny ; without the firfi and laft xhQ/econd would be 
limited and fail of its End, and without the lafl^ the t^o 
former would, inftead of being beneficial, become deftruc- 
tive. Thus we find the Egyptians and Cbaldaans agreeing 
exa(ftTy in their Reprefentations of the fupreme Being, flia- 
dowed under the Charafters of OJiris or Oromazes^ the firft 
Principle or Source of all Exiftence ; .the Goddefs Ifis or 
Mytbra the Emblem of the fupreme Wijdom or Underjlandingy 

(18) Sec Pewit's Greg. Abulph, and Uyde'% Sbabriftat.i. 

(19) BayWs Didionary. See the Article Zoroaficr. 

(ao) They fay Oromaxes produced the Goddefs Mytbra, the original 
Mother, the living Image of his Beauty, who prefented him with the Idea^. 
oi all Things, which he gave to the God Mytbras, to form the World by, 

(21) The chief of the Syngas, or rebellious Spirits, whom he fcducM to 
di^urb the univerfal Harmony, and involved in the^uft Puni^mentof his 
Crime. 

(2^) See Aam/ay's Cyrus, Book II. 

F f ^ ^^^ 
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and the God Orus or Mytbras^ their beloved Son, the Symbot 
of that Goodne/sy which vifibly appears imprefs'd on Nature, 
and difFufes itfelf through all the Creation. The Jupitert 
Mner'va^ and ^poi/o of the Greeks ^nd^Romanjj were only copied 
from thefe Originals (23), 

This is evident from the Teftimony of their Poets and Phi- 
lofophers. We find Orpheus the Founder of the GreeA The- 
^g^i fo exaftly agreeing with Zoroafier in his Definition of 
the fupreme Being, that it is evident they drew their 
Notions from the faipe Source, and that under the firft Ob- 
jedfe of Idolatry, the true Religion, or the Worlhip of one 
fovereign Exiftence, was plainly (hadowed out. Ot/V, to 
put his Chaos in Motion, is forced to ufe the Interpofition of 
a God (24). But here it is proper to obfcrve, that the 
Greek and Roman Theology, though borrow'd from the Oru 
entaU was much more imperftft, and feem'd to lean more to 
the Manichaan Scheme. This was owing to the Licenfe of 
their Poets, who, in order to give Scope to their Imagination, 
difguis'd the Eaftern Traditions with new Embellifliments, 
-till they peopled the Realms of Fidtion with innumerable 
Deities of all Ranks, x\ges. Sexes, and Orders. 

However, if we read Homer and Virgil^ (the two Princes of 

the ClaJJic Writers) we fliall find them confonant in» thefc 

-three great Principles, i. *' That there is a fupreme Being, 

: •' the Father of Gods and Men, and the Archited of the 

♦* Univerfe. 2. That all Nature is full of fubordinate Spi- 

-*' rits, who are |iis Servants or Minifters. And, 3. That 

(23) Out of this tripartite Symbol, or Groupe, the Heathens composed 
that multiplicity of Gods and Goddeflcs which Crowded their Mythology. 
Thus Ofirht Serapts, Oromaxes, Jupiter Ofympius, Saturn, Calus, Neptune^ 
P/utOf are only different Names for the fupreme, or felf-exiltent Being. 
The Goddeflcs JJis, Mytbra, Juno, Cyiele, Fefiap Rhea, renus Urania, 
Minerva, Diana, Luna, and Proferpine 2l\\ fignify, that divine Wi'dom, 

, which IS as it were the Emanation of infinits Power, and which piannM 
the univerfal Syftem. Laftiy, Anubit, Orus^ Mercury, Apollo. JEfeulapius, 

. Pan, Hercules, and Jupiter the Condudor, are but different Names expref- 
pveof that Coadnejs, which carried this wonderful Scheme into Execution^ 
f^nd {iamp'd the vilible Marks of Grace and Happinefs on the Whole. 
(24.) Ov/J Meiam, Lib. I. in Inci|>io. 
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** the Grood and Evil Genii^ who dwell in the Elements, are 
'* the Caufes of the Good or 111, Virtue or Vice, Knowledge 
•* or Ignorance, which prevail in the World." JE/chylus 
(z^) and Sofhoc/es (26 J confirm the /rfi Point by two very 
remarkable Paffages, and are corroborated by thcTcfti- 
monies of Plautus (zj) and Horace (zSj, Cato, in Lvcatg, 
fpeaks (zg) the fame Language; and thefe Inflances leave 
no Room to doubt, that the Voice of Nature agreed with 
antient Tradition in pointing out Truth to the Heathens> 
though furrounded with the Mifts of Error. 

If we proceed next to an Examination of the Greek and 
Roman Philofophers, Shales the Founder of the hnU School 
^30^, according to the Fragments of him tranfmitted to us 
by the moft authentic Writers, entert^n'd not only very 

(25) 'f There Is one unknown Being, exalted beyond, and prior to all 
'' others. He is the Author of all Things above and beiow. He is the 
*' Life, the Light and the JVifdotn, which three Names exprefs only one 
" and the fame Power, who drew all Beings viiible and invifible out of 
«' nothing.*' 

(26) '< O Father and King of Gods and Men, why do we miferable 
'* Mortals fancy we either know or can do any Thing } Our Fate depends 
** on thy &c. Euripides fupp. Aft. III. 

*' It is not to any mortal Nature, that Laws owe their Origin 5 
*' they derive their Birth from Heaven, and receive their Sandion from 
** thence ; Jupiter Oiympius is their Father. Sophocles ^dipus. 

(27) P/<i»r»« introduces an inferior God talking thus : '* I am a Denizen 
*• of the celeftial City, governed by Japitcr the Father of Gods and 
*' Men. He commands the Univerfe, and fends us over the World to 
** examine the Conduft and Anions of the Piety and Virtues of Mankind, 
** In vain do Mortals endeavour to bribe him with Oblations and Sacrifices* 
** They lofe their Pains, for he abhors the Worihip of the Impious* 

(»8) S^uid prius dieant Jolitis Parentis 

Laudthus ; Shi res bominum ac Deorum 
^i mare &f Terras, variifque Muttdum 

Temperat^orisf 
Unde nil majus generatur ipfo. 
Nee viget quicquamjimile aut fecundum, Uorat, Lib. I. Ode XII. 13. 

(29) See Luean, Lib. VI. 

(30) " God is the moft antient of all Beings, the Author of tjie Uni- 
^* verfe, without Beginning or End; from whofe fight nothing can be 
'* conceaPd. Fate is nothing but the immutable Reafon and eternal 
" Power of his Providence," The fame Philofopher calls the foul ** A 
** f elf -moving Principle, a Defipition that implys both its being Immortal 
^< and Immaterial** 
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fublime Notions of the fupreme Being ; but had a right Idea 
of the Nature of the human Soul. Pythagoras talks on this 
important Subjed in the- moft noble and philofophical 
Manner : " God (fays he) is neither the Obje£l erf Senfe 
*' nor fubjeft to Paffion j but invifible, purely intelligible, 
** and fupremely intelligent. His Body is like the Lights 
** and his Soul refembles ^rutb. There is but one God 
** only, who is not, as fome conceive, feated beyond the 
** Orb of the Univerfe, but being every where prefent, he 
*' fees all the Beings that inhabit his Immenfity. He is the 
*• fole Principle, the Light of Heaven, and the Father of 
** all: He produces, orders, and difpofes every Thing, 
'^ He is the Reafon, the Life, and the Motion of all 
*' [created] Beings." Socrates (^i) and Plato (12) feem to 
have conceived the firm and well grounded Belief of one 
Almighty, Omnifcient, and infinitely good Being, who 
rules, direfts, and difpofes all Things for the heft and wifeft 
Ends J and in this they were followed by Ariftotle^ Difciple 
to the latter f 33^. Amongft the Romans we find Gcero^ (the 

(31) " If (fays this divine Philofopher) the Spirit which refides in the 
*' Body moves and difpofes it at pleafure, why (hould not that fovcreign 
" Wifdom which prefides in the Univerfe, be able to regulate and order 
*' every Thing as it pleafes ? If your Eye can fee Objeds at the Diftance 
** of fcveral Furlongs, why (hould not the Sight of God pervade all 
*' Things at once ? If your foul can at the fame Time reflet upon what 
^' paffes SLtj^tbens, in Egypt and 5/Vi7y,why (hould not the Omnifcient 
** ATind be able to take Care of every Thing, and fuperintend his own 
** Works ?*• Xenophott Mtmorab, Socratis. 

(32) *' That which prefents Tr«//& to the Mind, and which indues us 
*' with Reafon, is the fupreme Good : He is the Caufe and fource oi Truth j^^ 
** and has begotten it like himfelf. As the Light is not the fun, but flows 
*' from it, fo Truth is not the firft Principle, but his Emanation, Fiato 
de Republica, Lib. VI. • 

(33) A'iflotk, the Prince of the Ferifatetic SchooXy de6nes God thus: 
'* The eternal and living Being, the moft noble of all Exiftenccs, a Sub- 
'* ftance entirely diftin^k from Matter, without Extenfion, Divifion, Suc- 
'* cefliun, or Parts, who underftands every Thing by onefingle A61, and 
" continuing himfelf immoveable, gives Motion to all Things, and enjoys^ 
** himfelf in a perfed Blifs, as knowing and contemplating himfelf with 
" infinite Pleaiure. As the fupreme Intelligence, he a€ls always with 
f ' Order, Proportion, and Dcfign ; and is the Source of all that is good, 
*' excellent, and juft, Arijiot* Metaph^f, Lib, XIV. c^p. 7, and 10. 
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greateft of their Philofophers, who liv'd in an Age, in which 
Sceptifin was prevalent) though he leans to the Academic Side, 
yet drops feveral plain Confeffions of the Exiftence of one 
fupreme Being ^34^, a Truth which feems engrav'd by the ^ 
divine Creator on the Hearts of all Men. Nor does Seneca 
(35) ncglecft to guard us againft miftaken Notions of the 
divine Being, by informing us what he truly is. And that 
the wifeft of the Pagan Philofophers were unanimous in this 
Belief of. one fupreme and neceflarily exiftent Being, is cor- 
roborated by the Teftimony of St. Jufiin (36), one of the 
moft learned and venerable Fathers of the Chriftian Church- 

We have already obferv'd, that the Greeks and Romans 
receiv'd from Egypty and the oriental Nations, the Know* 
ledge of one fupreme and true God^ though fhadowed un- 

(34) Tully defcribes the Univcrfe as a Rcpublick, of which Jupittr is 
the Prince and common Father. " The great Law (fays he) imprinted ia 
*< the Hearts of ail Men, is to love the publick Good, and regard the 
'' Members of Society as themfelves. This Love of Ordef is fuprem* 
** Judice, and this Judice is amiable for its own fake. To love it only 
* ' for the Advantages we may reap from it, may be politic, but never 
** honeft. It is the higheft Injuftice to love Juftice only for the fake of s 
** Reward. In (hort, the univerfal, imfnutable, and eternal Law of all 
** intelligent Beings is to promote the Happinels of one another, like Chil- 
« dten of the fame Father. This immortal Law is a Rule to all Nations, 
** becaufe it has no Author, but the one only God, by whom it was 
** form'd and promulgated.'* 

(35) ** The Antients (fays Seneca) did not think ^w^fuch a Being as we 
" reprefent him in the Capito/, and our other Buildings j but by yove 
« they meant the Guardian and Governor of the Univerfe, the Mafter and 
'* ArchiteA of this great Machine. All Names belong to him. You are 
** not in the Wrong if you call him Fate, for he is the Caufc of all Caufes, 
«' arW every Thin? depends on him. If you term him Providence, you 
** fall into no Miftake, for his Wifdom governs the World. If you (tile him 
" Nature, you err not, for from him all Beings derive their Origin, and 
** in him they live and breathe.* * Seneca, Quxft. Nat. Lib. II. 

(36) This Father reduces the polytheifm of tFie Heathens to one foleprin* 
ciple. ** Jupiter (fays he) according to the philofophers, is the Soul of 
** the World, who takes different Names, according to the Effe^s he pro. 
*' duces. In the aethereal Spaces he is called Jove, in the Air Juno, in the 
«* Sea Neptune, in the Earth Pluto, in Hell Proferpine, in the Element of 
** Fire Vulcan, in the Sun Pbabus, jn Divination Apollo, in War Mars, in 
* * the Vintage Bacchus, in the Harveft Ceres, in the Forells Diana, and in 
** the Sciences Minerva : All the Crowd of Gods and GoddeHes are only 
*« the fame Jupiter^ whofe different powers aud K\.U'^\9X<&% »\vi ^"^.'^sJv'C ^ 
" by different Nameim** 
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der figurative Names and Images; But about the 50th 
Qlympiaij the PhUofophers of Greece having loft much of this 
» traditional Learning, began to lay afide the antient Doc- 
trine for fpeculative Refincnaents. The various Sentiments 
ihey entertain'd produced four different Se<Sfe or Schools. 
1. Anaximanier f 37^j who liv'd about 600 Years before the 
Chrifiian jEra, was the firft who attempted to. oppofe the 
Belief of a fupreme Intelligence, and to account for the 
Stru£hire of theUniverfe by a fortuitous Concourfe of Matter. 
In this Syftem he was followed and fupported by Leucippus^ 
Democritusj Epicurus^ Lucretiusj and the other Matters of the 
jStomie School* 2. Pythagoras (^Sj, Anaxagoras^ Socrates^ 
PlatOt Arifiotie^ the greateft Geniufes that Greece ever pro-^ 
duced, all joined to oppofe this impious Doctrine, and to re- 
eftablifli the antient Theology, By obferving the Motion, 
Thought, and Defign which appear'd in Nature, they con- 
cluded, that there was a Subftance dillincSt from Matter, 
fince it was endued with none of thefe Properties. Thefe 
two ^eSs divided G/'^^f^ a long Time, till about the 120th 
Olympiad^ Pyrrho formed a third Party, whofe Principles 
was to doubt every Thing, without ever determining. This 
new Se£l was foon reinforced by the Atomifts^ who faw how 
convenient it was for their Purpofe, nor indeed could Errors 
like theirs even find a better Screen than univerfal Sceptici/m* 
In (hort, they carried this fo fao as to difpute'the cleareft and 

(37) He was born at Miletus, and ftudied under Tbales, about 550 
Years before the Chrifiiaa J£.rd, He firft invented the G/ohe, He taught 
that the Gods were mortal, but livM Jong $ and that Men were made of 
Earth and Water. See Ciaro Quaeft. Academ. IV. 37. and Ram/ay's 
Cyrus, p. 170, and following. Bruno, Fanini and Spinofa only reviv'd the 
Dodrihe of this School with the Addition of fome new Improvements, 
and Diftinflionsform'd to amufe weak Minds. 

(38) This great Philofopher was by Birth a Samian, but leaving that 
liland, he travelled to Egypt, from whence he removed to that i'art of 
Ira/y, callM Magna Gracia, and became the Founder of the School which 
horc his Name. He taught the Metcmpjychofis or Tranfmigration of Souls, 
and was a l^renuous Oppofer of the Materialifts or Atomic Philofophers. 
Defcartes, Malbravcbc, Point, Newton, Bently, Clarke, and Cbcyne have in 
our Days renew 'd the Platonic Schooli by refuting with great Force the 

AbfurdMts of Athafm, 
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nioft relf-evldent Truths, and to treat all the Objeifts we fee, 
and even Life itfelf, as one Series of Illufion. In fine, 
about the 1 30th Olympiad, ZtBo erected the Stoic (i<)) School, 
and endeavour'd to reconcile the Atheifts or Difciples of 
Democrl/iis, with the Thtip or Followers of P/atc: Tliis he 
did by averting, that the firft Principle was indeed an infinitt 
U^ifdom, but that hia Eflence was only a pure Mthir^ or 
fubtil Light, difFus'd through all Space, and enlivening all 
Beings. 

It may notte improper to conclude this Part with taking 
a fhort View of the Rife and Progrefs of Idelairy. We have ' 
had Occafion in the Beginning of this Eflay to obferve, that 
the true Source of this Evi! lay in the Abufe of tlieantienC 
Symbolical Writing. The Splendor of the Son f* as an inge- 
nious Writer juftly remarks^ never drew the Attention of 
Man from his Creator, The Wonders or Beauties of JVa- 
/srif never corrupted the Heart. Nor did Aftronomy intro- 
ducelheWorftiipof the Heavenly Hoft ; but the Cafe really 
was, that Neceflity having obliged Men to form Symbols of ' 
figurative Reprefentations, to remind them of certain Events, 
or to direilthem in ibeir annual Policy and Labours, theVul- 
gar by admitting thefe HicragljphU Charai^ers, without re- 
ceiving their Scnfe, fwallowed the Poifon of Error, and 
forged the Chains of Superftition, which were to fetter both 
themfelves and their Pofterity. 

Bat though the Ufeof this EmHemaiical Writing, {(ruck 
the Eye, and from the Prafliceof It in their publiclc Cere, 
monies, became daily more extenfive, it Was neverthelefa 

(19) Z"' "« ^ 
ScA. He taugbl at . . 

fcntcd him a gbliUn Crown, ind crc^ed liu Statue in Bia.it, lit 6ai »\ 
90 Yeats Did. 

Of laie Vears I7i£i:i, Bctiaeti, W Tori!^ othets, havE endniooml Cq ' ).■ 
retive tile Stoic Sydenj, hy prtlenrtini; tlial Exhnfion a the LjIU of all 
EiibOancc, tlutthi Saul ditferi rroiTt tli* Body only an it i» morB refln'il^ . 
(hat tlie Spirit ii but n rJirify*i) Body, and * Body a condeni'd Spirit, ani-* 
iliat ihE fapmnc infinite Being, though inviAbIc, is extendi! bf loci^ 
DilTufion.. .,j 
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fubje£l to a manifeft Inconveniency, namely, that ia Spite 
of all their Precaution (40) the Figures or Charafters mul- 
tiply'd fo faft, in Proportion to the Objeds they were in- 
vented to reprefent, that it was eafy to forefee this Method 
of expreiling the S^nfe would foon become impra£ticable> 
This gave Room to a mafterly GeniuSj (whofe Naipe has 
iinhappily been loft by Time)* (4 1) to corredf this JEvil, by 
reprefenting with twenty or twenty-four Letters, the prin- 
cipal Articulations of the Voice neceflary to form Words^ 
or the Signs of Obj^fts, fo as to enable Men by a few Cha- 
racters to raife to the Thought a Variety of Objects cx- 
prels'd by fiiit^ble Sounds. 

It 1^ no Wonder if an Invention at once, fo fimple and ufe- 
ful, made a quick Progrefs, and became fubftituted in the 
Place of the former Method 5 which it rendered in fome 
Meafure ufelels. It foon fpread itfelf to the Arabians^ He- 
Brews, and Ph^pnicians (42), which laft People, by Means of 
their extenfive Commerce, communicated it to the Greek 
and other Wefiern Nations, who readily adopted it, as eafy 
to learn and expeditious to praftice. Thus the SymbolicaJ 
Writing being excluded from common Ufe, became appro- 
priated to the Priefts and the Learned. It ftill, however, 
maintained its Authority, being ufed at all religious Fefti- 
vals, and on publick Monuments and Tombs, on which 
Account it affum'd the Name of Hieroglyphic ^43^, or facred^ 
to diftinguifh it from the common Writing. 

This Change, by Degrees, rendered the Difficulties of 
underftanding the Emblematick Characters or Writing, at 

(40) This Inconvenience is vlfibly feen in the Cbineje Language, which 
refembles the antient Egyptian with only this Difference, that its Charac<» 
ters are of arbitrary Inltitution, whereas tlie latter were connected to tho 
Obje^^s reprefented by fome Analogy of Name or LUcenefs : For Inflance^ 
the Serpent fignify'd Life by an Analogy of Name i the Word Heva figm* 
fying both an Eel and Life, 

(41) Whoever this BenefaAor to Mankind viras, it is certain he liv*d 
long before Cadmus^ fince this Way of Writing was in Ufe before the Time 
of Jo^ and Mofes, 

{42) Cadmus, who learn *d it in Phgenitimp firft brooght it into Greece* 
(4S) Hierogfypbica figoifies tht /acred Letters, gx [acrtd Scu^^tures. 
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oeft obfcure in themfelves, much greater; and made the 
Study of it ftill more uncommoji. Thus the Egyptiant 
loft Sight of the real Intention of the Symbols reprc- 
fented in their pubhck Afiemblies, The Ceremonial of 
Religion fill! fubfifted, but the Spirit of Devotion itfctf 
was fled. The true WorJhip of God, which confifts ia 
Gratitude and Purity of Heart, degenerated into Form an^ 
Show and as they grew attached to thefe external Reprcr 
fentaiions. they forgot their Defign, and infenfibly loft Sight 
of their Creator. As they grew corrupted in their Morali 
this Indifference increafed ; till at lad Senfe prevail'd, and 
they ftupidly miflook the Figures they faw for the true Oh^ 
jeds of Adoration, It is not difficult to fee the fatal Confer 
quences of an Error of thjs Kind, and how fertile a Sourci 
of Idolatry and Polytheifm, it was likely to become, as aQ 
Kinds of Animals and Plants had their Place in this Hitregfyr 
thic Writing, fo when its Intention was thus perverted, the 
fame Animals and Plants affum'd a Charadler of Divinity, 
and put in for their Share of the publick Worfliip. 

It may be objeiled, that allowing this, it will yet be difE- 
cult to account how the Idolatry of the Egypihrn could exr 
tend itfelf to the Syrians, much lefs to the Greeks and the 
other remoter Nations of Europe, fince it is known that thp 
Egyptians travell'd httlc, and confequently had few Oppor- 
tunities of communicating their Opinions to Strangers. 
But in Anfwer to this, it is only necelTary to conlider, tha? 
Egypt was in the earlieft Times regarded as the Granary of 
the World. In barren Years this Country was the Refourcc 
of the Neighbouring Nations, particularly the Ph/enitiani, 
whofe narrow Territory was not fufficiem to produce the 
neceflary Support for its Inhabitants. The People of Green 
alfo in Seafons of Scarcity fought their Supplies from Egrpt. 
All Feriigneri who reforted hither, were equally ftruck with 
Surprize at the Polity of its Government, the fecial and 
mi!d Temper of the People, the Pomp of their tcU^isia 
FeSivaJs, and the Plenty of a CounU-j "to ^N\;\^i!&'■^^- ■cwm^ 
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rained. The annual Overflowing of the NiUy (the Source 
of this Fertility, ^nd the Caufe of which was then unknown) 
was fo contrary to the conunon Courfe of Nature, th^t tjicy 
thought it miraculous (^\)* The Natives took Care to im- 
prove Sentiments fo favourable to their Intereft, by afcribing 
diefe fmgular Advantages which diflin^ifh'd them, to the 
proteflion of their Guardiap Peities, and their Approba- 
tion of the Worihip paid them. All this gave Strangers an 
high Idea of the Egyptian Religion;^ and led them to tranf- 
pprt into tbeir own Countries, the Symbols or Images of 
fuch benevolent and powerful Gods. Thus we fee it was 
here the Cup of Idolatry was mingled, which the Phoenician 
Navigation prefented to the remoteft Nations C^sJ' The 
Names of the Deities^ which are . all borrowed from their 
language, le^ve no Doubt of this j but then the Senfe of 
thefe Words (^6)j which has not the leaft Relation to re^i 
Perfons or Divinities ^ but is ever expreflive of fome ufeful 
Regulation or important Truth, (hews plainly, that thefe 
Figures were only Shadows defign'd to exprefs, and conti- 
nue the trueWorihip of one God, deliver'd down by Noah and 
his Defcendants to their Pofterity, Thus it was that the 
fupreme Being, on Account of the Depravity of their Man- 
ners, gave Mankind over to their own Inventions. Men 
forgot the IJeavenly Light to wandcf in the Mifts of Dark- 
new, apd blind Superftition ; or, in other Words, (as the 
Prophet I/aiah finely exprefles it) They forjook the Fountain of 
li<ving Waters^ to hew out to them/ehes broken Qfierns that could 
hgld no Water* 

(44) The Egyptians rcprefcnted the Nile by a Figure of Ofiris, or the 
Sun, with a River flowing frpm his Mouth. Hence Homer calls it 
Allw-iTM rioT*/*^, or the River ftnt from God, See Odyfl*. IV. v. 581; 

(45) The Egyptian Tongue, np Doubt, differed from the Pbamcian, 
or that fpoken in the Land of Canaan, though the Grounds of both Lan- 
guages wa^ the fame $ fo that they probably difFerM no more than the 
$panifl>y French^ and JtaUan, which are all derivM from the Latin. See a 
Proof of this in the Article of Mercury^ under the Note Anubii, 

(4.6) Secffequjsnt Inftances of this in the Hiftory, particularly at the Ar^ 
tides oiFallaii iaccbus^ Ccrti^ and Vunu 
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-The greateft Part of Mankind w^e now involved in the 
grofleft Supcrflitiofi, which was even carried by fbme Na- 
tions to fuch a length, as to lead them to think of plealing 
dieir Gods.by Sacrificing their heft and moft laudable Affec- 
tions : For when it was once believed, that Grace and Na- 
ture were oppofite, or in other Words, that their Deity took 
Delight in the Torture of his Creatures, they endeavour'd 
to foo^ this malevolent Dilpofition by human Viftitns. 
7I1US the Carlbagmiam, the Geuli, the AlUmaniy &c. wero 
contented with the Cruelty of facrificingPTironers, or Stran- 
gers, while others, as the Anuriiet and Mcahiut, by a double 
Effort, thought to recommend themfef ves by conquering not 
only Humanity, but natural AfFection ; and therefore to 
pleaTe their God, moft h^barouHy murdered their Children. 




OP 




O F T H B 

Mythology of the HeathekiI 



A VI N G explainM the Theology of the He^ 
thens, from the Opinions of their moft ancient 
Philofophers and Poet', and accompanied that 
Explanation with an Account of the Rife and 
Progrefs of Idolatry, we fhall next give fome Account of 
their Mythology, by an Explanation of the fabulous Hiftorjf 
of their Deities : A Subject that fte have already touch'4 
upon in the Hiftory of the Deities themfelves. We fliall 
now enter into the Nature of the fj^an Fables, their religit 
ous Sentiments, and the Manner of their Worfliip, Here 
we fliall find Truth blended with Error, and obfcur'd by 
FiSion, which has wrapt in Clouds the moft important 
Doih-ines, fuch as the Creation of the World, the Fall of 
Man, the Deftruflion of the human Race by a univerfal 
Deluge, the Change produced in Nature by that great 
Event, the origin of natural and moral Evil, and the final 
ReftituEion of all Things to their primitive Glory and SpIenT 
dor. We (hall afterwards enter into their mora! as well ag 
their religious Sentiments, the Nature of their Worfliip, 
and the Manner in which it was perform'd. 

Notwithftanding the great Corruption which had crept 
into the Worfliip of all Nations, the Men of Learning and 
Reflection generally maintained honourable Notions of the 
Deity, and the moft juft and rational Ideas of the Obliga- 
tions of moral Virtue. Philofophers frequently arofe, and 
by tHeir Inftruitions difperfcd the Clouds of Darknefs, if not 
from the Minds of the Poor and Vulgar, at leaft from thofe 
who had Leifure and Opportunity to attend their Leflures or 
' to read their Works, By theSc M.Qia\\\^ 'h^^ vu-j^t t. ^\- 
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etice, and Ethics became rhe moft valuable Branch of Phi- 

lofophy. As the Greeks and Roaans had received their Di- 
vinities from Egyf'i and by mifiaking the Manners, the. 
Cuftoms and Language of ihat Nation, had made Gods o( 
the common Symbols which jhey employ'd to teach the 
People to honour one God, the Author of all good, to live 
in Peace, to exprefs the Times and Seafons for the Perfor- 
mance of the common Oecurrences of Life, and to expert 
a better State to come ; fo their Religion became obicured. 
by Fables, and a Variety of Fictions, which, while the Vul- 
gar underftood in a literal Senfe, their Sages endeavour'd to 
explain and reduce to ingenious Allegories, and thereby to 
render the Heathen Worfhip confiftent with allthe natural. 
Notions of a fupreme Deity, the wife Governor of the 
World, and by accounting for the Introduction of moral' 
Evil, to vindicate the Rules of his Providence, and to jullify 
the Ways of God to Man. 

Fables are indeed a very ancient Method of conveying 
Truth, and are therefore to be confidered as Veils of fo fine 
a Texture, as not wholly to conceal the Beauties that He 
beneath them. Thus, fays Origen (i), " The Egypiiaa 
" Philofophers have fublimc Notions with regard to the di- 
*' vine Nature, which tliey keep fecret, and never difcover 
" to the People, but under the Veil of Fables and AUego- 
« rica. All the Eafitm Nations, the Perjani, the Aaiaw, 
" the Syriani, conceal (ecret Myftcries under their religious 
" FaWcs. The wife Men of all Nations (j) fee into the 
" trueScnfe and Meaning of them, whilft the Vulgar go 
" no farther than the exterior Symbol, and fee only the Barjt 
*' that covers them." 

(l) O'ljfn contra Cclfum, Lib. i, p. u. 

(li " Thofewho are acquainled wiili thcfe Myftcriei, fiivi Ifitr 
'' infura lo themfelTea very pleafmg Hopea agiinft ths Hour oi Duth, > 



" baeiOi Difordct* fiom the World, 



cKtmd 10 a who!: EtEcnity. Thcfe Mynerics, [»> Efiaauif.^ 
ItaaliOicd by the .^nclcnii, lo regulate tlie 'Livea of Men, and to' *1 
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This was frequently the Cafe when foreign and diftatit 
Nations adopted what they but imperfedtly underftood, 
Cuftoms became the Subject of Opinions, and mere Alle- 
gories Objects of Faith, Thus could any Thing give a 
more lively Idea of the Stat? of Retributionj and the Re- 
wards or Punifli men ts which follow upon a Life of Virtue 
or Vice, than the Ceremonies with which the Egypiiam 
buried their Dead. The Grteki and Rcmam (truck with the 
Ideas that were fo ftrongly convey'd, took the Type for the 
Reality : The Boat which was to convey the Body to the 
Place of Burial, which was with the Egyptians an Emblem of 
Death, and was call'd Tranquility, becaufe it carried over 
none but the Juft, was reprefented by the Greeki and Ramtaii 
as a Boat to carry Souls. Cerberui, an Hieroglyphic, carved 
out of Wood or Stone, to exprefs the Lamentations beftow'd 
on the Virtuous, became an animated Monfter. The Lake 
of AchiTttfia became a vifionary River of tartarus, and was 
called Acbtron. The Judges that decided the Merit of the 
Deceafed, were reprefented as configning the Spirit to final 
Happinefs or Mifery, and the flowery Field where the Righ- 
teous alone were buried, into that Place of Joy of which the 
Elizout of the Egyptiani was only defign'd as a faint Repre- 
fentation (3). Yet notwitliftanding the Fables intowhiclt 
ihefe Myfteries were tuni'd, this very important Truth was 
ftill convey'd, that there would be a State of Judgment in 
which the Virtuous would be rewarded, and the vicious pu- 
nifli'd, according to their Dcferts. The very Prayer, or 
Form of Abfolution, which was given by the Egfpiian 
Priefls to the Relations of the Deceafed, contained a ufeful 
LelTon to the Living, as it exhibited a concife Syftem of 
thofe Morals which were to entitle them to the divine Fa- 
vour, and to a decent Burial in the Plains, on the Confines 
of the Lake Achcrufia, Tliis Prayer was preferv'd by Par- 
phyry, who copied it from EHphanta, whofe Works are 
BOW loft, and is as follows : " O Sun, thou firft Divinity ! 



Of the Heathens. 233 

*' And ye celeftial Gods, who gave Life to Man ! Vouch- 
" fafe to receive me this Day into your holy Tabernacles* 
" I have endeavour'd, to the beft of my Power, to render 
*' my Life agreeable to you; I have bebaved with the 
*' higheft Veneration towards tbe Gods, with whom I was 
" acquainted in ray Infancy ; I have never failed in rny 
** Duty to thofewho brought me into Being, nor in natural 
" Affection to the Womb that bore me- My Hands are 
" pure from my Neighbour's Blood ; I have maintain'd an 
'* inviolable Regard to Truth and Fidelity ; and may I not 
" appeal to the Silence of Mankind, who have nothing to 
*' lay to my Charge, as a fureandccrtain Teftimonyof my 
"' Integrity ? If, however, any pcrfonal and fecret Fault 
*' has efcaped me, and I have offended in Eating or in 
•* Drinking, let thefe Entrails bear all the Blame." Here 
the Entrails of the Deccafed were produced by the Rela- 
tions, and immediately thrown into the Lake. 

But however ufeful thefe Ceremonies might be, as prac- 
tifed amongft the Egypiiais, yet being confidcred as Realities 
by the Greeis, and render'd more ridiculous by the Abfut- 
dity of their Fables, it is no Wonder that they loft their 
Efficacy, and became, as Jwuenal informs us, difbclieved 
even by their Children. 

But it is not at all flrange, that this fliould be the Cafe 
with the Grecii, when the Egyptians themfelves were fallen 
into Idolatry, and thofe fimplc Emblems, once fo well known 
to this People, were become the Medium of their Prayers 
and Adorations. Every Thing had an Air of Myitery, and 
thefe Myfteries were uiideiftood by none but the Frieft:), or 
thofe to whom they were pleafed to explain them, which 
was always done under the Seal of Secrecy. The Vulgar 
were fuffered to continue in their Errors, fincc it might have 
been dangerous even for their Priefts to attempt to open their 
Eyes, and to reduce their Worihip to the Simplicity of tho 
ancient Practice. 
^1 But here I cannot help obfetvvng, v)ua.\.'ci,i3VN\'&&»-"^'^'-'''i. 
B Hh 
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all that has been faid to the contrary, there is far from being 

fufficient Reafon for our believing, that they were fo loft to 

Reafon and common Senfe, as to pay Adoration to the Ox, 
the Goat, the Crocodile, or the Produce of their Gardens, 

the Paffages brought from Scripture to prove it, are far from 
being fatisfadtory, fince they are capable of a very different 
Interpretation. Would the Children of Ijraely v^^hile in the 
Wildernefs, have hanker'd after the Onions of Bgyft^ if 
.they had been there an Objeft of Worfhip. It is as abfurd 
to fuppofe it, as to imagine that the Egyptians could be guilty 
of fo lenfelefs a Kind of Adoration. The Charafter that is 
given of this People in Holy Writ, feems ftrongly to contra- 
didl it, when it is mention'd to the Praife of Mofa^ that he 
was learned in all the Wifdom of the Egyptians^ They were 
indeed univerfally allow'd to be the wifeft Nation on Earth, 
which they could not have been, wore they fo ftupid as to 
worfhip Beafts, Birds, Fifhes, Reptiles. Infedls, and Plants. 
However, their having thefe on their Symbols, added to 
their drefling up a Ram with Flowers, and having a Feftival 
on the Sun's Entrance into Ariesy and the fame Ceremony of 
dreiling up a Bull at his entering Taurus^ and ^o of the other 
Signs, might give Room to Strangers to entertain this Opi- 
nion J efpecially as thefe might be pradis'd after the original 
Meaning was forgot : But who, that has ever feen a Com- 
pany of young Men and Women in the Country of Englandf 
dancing round a Maypole, adorn'd with green Boughs and 
Garlands, could be fo abfurd as to imagine that this Diver- 
fion was performed in Honour of the. Goddefs Flora. The 
Abfurdity of the Suppofition is not lefs in the former Cafe 
than in the latter, fince the Beaft drefs'd up in Honour of the 
Sign into which the Sun was fuppofed to enter, was not re- 
garded as an Objecl of Worfhip, though the Sun or the 
Stars might be ador'd as the Emblems, or as the Refidence 
of the Deity. 

Nothing has ever contributed more to difguife the Truth, 
and to corrupt the Worlhip of die Greeh and Romans , than 
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the Multitude of FiSions introduced by their Poets. It is 
this that has principally occafion'd that jumble of Images* 
that Indecorum in Charafters, and that Abfurdity in their 
Fiftions, which are fojuftly condemned by their wifeft Phi- 
lofophers. 

It is the Province of Poetry to change the Face of Nature, 
to give Life and Aftivity to inanimate Beings, Subftance 
and Form to Thought ;»to deify the Paffions, and to create 
a World of its own. The Poet is not bound by the fame 
Laws as other Men ; he has a Power that enables him to 
create and deftroy at Pleafure, and with the fame Eafe he 
forms Gods (\)^ Heroes, Men, and Montters. He makes, 
quick Tranfitions from Reality to Fiction \ from Fiftion to 
Reality, and from thofe Gods which he believes to thofe of 
his own creating ; and from hence arifes a principal Source 
of that Confufion which has given fuch different Interpreta- 
tions to, and which renders it fo difficult to explain, the an- 
cient Mythology. The Qreek and Roman Poets have carried 
this Licenfe to the moll extravagant Length, as they have 
almoft always preferred the Marvelous, the Gaudy, and 
the Sparkling, to the Simplicity of naked Truth. If a 
Princefs died of Grief for the Lofs of her Hufband, or her 
Child, (he was changed into a Rock or Fountain \ inftead 
of faying ^^xCefbalus rofe with the Sun, Aurora muft be in 
Love with the Youth, and force him abroad. To reprefent 
the long Life of hlaus (the Companion of Hercules) the 
Goddefs of Health muft renew his Age. Inftead of faying 
that their imaginary End^fmion ftudied on the Mountains of 
Carta the Courfe of the Moon, they tell us, that hje had 
there an Interview with Diana \ and that her flaying with her 
Gallant was the Caufe of Eclipfes : But as tbefe Amours 
could not laft for ever, they were obliged to invent a new 
Fable, to account for them another Way, and therefore 

(4) The andent Heroes were foppofed to be a middle Klad o£ Bein^^ 
that partook both of the Nature of Gods and ML«u« 
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they feign'dthaffome{5) SdrcercfsofT^^^/^, by her En- 
chantments, drew down the Moon to the Earth. To ac- 
count for the perpetual Verdure of the Laurel, they talk'd of 
the Amours of Jfolio and (6) Daphne, To exprefs the Agi- 
lity and Swiftnefs of Pirulymenusy they afErm'd that he was 
able to aflume all Shapes, and at laft turn'd himfelf into an 
Eagle. Amfh'ton^ by his Oratory, prevailed on a barbarous 
People to build a City, and to dwell in Society j he is there- 
fore faid to raife up the Walls of ^hehes by the Sound of his 
Lyre, and Or f hem to charm the Lions and Tigers, and to 
move the Rocks and Trees by his Harmony 5 becaufe no- 
thing could withftand his Perfuafion, or refift the Force of 
his Eloquence. 

Who would imagine that by the Wings of Dedalus and 
Icarus^ were fignify'd a Ship under Sail ? That all the Changes 
of Jcbelous were only frequent Inundations ? That by the 
Combat of Hercules with the God of that River, was only 
meant a Bank that was raifed to prevent its Overflowing ? 
That Hercules encountering the Hydra of Lernay fignified no 
more than a Man's draining a marlhy Country j or, that Her- 
cules feparating with his Hands the two Mountains Calpe and 
Jbylay when the Ocean rufli'd in with Violence, and found 
a Faflage into the Mediterranean, meant no more, perhaps* 
than that in the Time of one Hercules^ the Ocean, by the 
Afliftance of an Earthquake, broke a Neck of Land, and 
form'd the Straits of Gibraltar ? Or that the Fable of Pajiphae 

(5) This Fable is faid to take its Rife from the following Circumftance r 
jiglconice, a Thefalian, being acquainted with the Caufe and Tinne of Ec- 
lipfes, gave out, upon their Approach, that (he was going by her Enchants 
ments to draw down the Moon to the Earth ; at the fame Time direding 
the XheJIalian Women to join with her in making a hideous Noife, to ciufe 
her to re-afcend. Taking the Hint from this, they no fooner perceived 
the Beginning of an Eclipfe, than they made a clattering Noife wMth Pans 
and Kettles, and fuch like Inftruments, to prevent her hearing the Incan- 
tations of the Ihejfalian Sorcerefs. It is ftill believed, by many of the 
Chintje and Indiam, thatEclipfcs are occafion*d by a Dragon who attempts 
to fwallow up the Moon ; and on this Account fome make the moft 
hideous Noife to make him let go his Hold, while others plunge into the 
Water up to the Cfvoi to befeech himwot to devour him intirely. 
(6) The L^mel was call'd by the Greeks Dflj>)ne. 
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contains nothing but an Intrigue of the Queen of Creii with 

a Captain nam'd Taurus? 

Who could believe that Scylla and CharybMi, tbofe dreadful 
Monfters that devour'd all Paflengers, were only two dange- 
rous Rocks near the Idand of SUUj, render'd famous by 
their being frequently fatal to Mariners ^ That the frightful 
Monfler which ravaged the Plains of Troy, was the Inunda- 
tions of the Sea ; or that litfKm\ being expos'd to this Mon- 
fter, meant no more than that (he was to be given to him» 
who put a Stop to thefe Inundations ? 

Thu?. fays the ^W^BflwV, if we would diftinguifli Truth 
from Fiction, whenever a Poet brings -a God upon the 
Stage, he ought to be fet afide : What Hamr and Virgil af- 
cribe to Minerva^ is to be attributed to Prudence and good 
Condufl. It is no longer the Exhalations that produce 
Thunder, but Jupiler armed to affright Mortals. If a Ma- 
riner perceives a rifmg Storm, it is angry Neptune fwclling 
the Waves. Echa cealea to be a mere Sound, and becomes k 
Nymph bewailing the Lofsof her Narcl£iii. 

Thus by the Cloud with which Mintrma conceal'd Vlyftt^ 
is meant the Darknefs of ihe Night, which fufFer'd him to en- 
ter (he Town of the Phaociam without being difcover'd ; and 
when Priam is conducted by Mercury into the Tent of Acbilleiy 
we are only to underftand, that he fet out to obtain HeUor's 
Body, in the Dark, with a Prefcnt to appeafe his Anger. 
If the Delights of the Country of the Lsupbugi detain the 
Companions of Vlyffn, we are told by Hsmir, that the Fruits 
of that Ifland made thofc who tafted them lofe all Remem- 
brance of their Families, or their native Conntry. This is 
an ingenious Fiflion, intended to convey this important 
Truth, that the Love of Pleafure debauches the Mind, and 
baniflies from the Heart every laudable AffeiUon. If they 
loiter at the Court of Circe, and abandon thcmfclvcs to Riot 
and Debauchery, this pretended Sorcerefs, with great Ele- 
gance and Strength of Expreffion is faid to t.MTVi^,VN"iKR.vWa 
Sw'tne. TTius he elegantly comers (iivs irvQtA'i'iwiissieN^ 
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that as the principal Diftindion between a Brute and a rea- 
fonable Creature confifts in a Power to exercife his Reafon, 
when this is loft he is rather a Brute than a Man, and there- 
fore inftead of fimply faying, that the Defires and AfFedions 
are become brutal, he mentions the Body as affuming that 
Form, which beft fuits with thq Difpofition of the Mind, 
The Narration would b? thought too fimple and unadorned, 
was he to fay, that Ulyjfes was expofed to feveral Storms, he 
jnuft h^ve l^eftunis Refentment, who takes this Method of 
Revenging the Death of his Son Polyphemus. What an Ap- 
paratus of Fiction is introduced before Achilks can be kill'd ! 
His Armour is made by Vulcan j hi^ Mother to render him 
invulnerable, had dipp'd him in the River Styxy Minem^a 
affumes the Form of Deiphohus^ that HeSor may be deceived 
by imagining that he had the Afliftance of his Brother } 
Jupiter takes the Scales, weighs the Deftinies of the two He- 
roes, and feeing EeSor'^ fmk, abandons him to his Fate, ^ind 
then Achilles takes away his Life. Homer ^ inftead of inform- 
ing us, that after the Bloody Battle fought on the Banks of 
the Xanthusy that River being choak'd up with dead Bodies> 
overflowed the Plain, till taking them out of the Water, they 
kindled a Funeral Pile, and confumed them to Aflies : In- 
ftead of this, what a Variety of Machinery is employ'd ! 
The River feeling himfelf opprefs'd, utters his Complaints 
to Achilles^ but receiving no Satisfaftion, fwells againft him, 
and purfues him with fuch Rapidity, that he would certainly 
have been drown'd, if Neptune and Minerva had ilot been 
commiflion'd by Jupiter to moderate his Wrath, by pro- 
mifing him a fpeedy Satisfaction, When this great Poet 
would let vs know, that after the Retreat of the Greeks aa 
Inundation from the Sea deftroyed the famous Wall they had 
built during the Siege of Troy^ to protet^ them from the Ene- 
my ; he fays, that Neptune enraged at the Greeks^ begs of 
Jupiter to fufFer him to beat it down with his Trident; anc| 
having prevailed on Apeil$ to give him his Afliftance, they 
labour in Concert to perform t\\fc ^Tiuv>\i'sT^% 'ijSi.vjV^^vv 
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7i(r«aj caufed the Fleet ofyKoMJ tobefeton Fire, f'lrgii in. 
croduces Cy6elf, who infianlly transforms the Veflels into 
Nyinphs- 

If the Poet, fays Laaantim, found it for his Intereftto 
flatter or confole a Prince for the Lofs of his Son, it was 
but giving him a Place amongft the Stars. Shepherds were 
all Satyrs or Fauns i Shepherd effes. Nymphs or Naiads; 
Ships, flying Horfes ; Men on Horfeback, CenUurs ; every 
lewd Woman was a Syren or a Harpy j Oranges were Ap- 
ples of Gold; and Arrows and Darts, Lightning and Bolts 
of Thunder. 

The Rivers and Fountains had their tutelary Deities, and 
fometimes were repre fen ted as being Deities themfelves; the 
uniting their Streams was called J^arriage, and Brooks and 
Canals were ftil'd their Children. If they would fyesk of 
the Rainbow, that too muft be a Goddels drcfs'd in the 
richeft Colours ; and as they were at a Lofs how to account 
for the Produdtion of this feeming Phenomenon, it was 
cali'd the Daughter of riauCTaf, a poetical Perfonage, whofe 
Name figaifies Wsndsrful. 

Sometimes a Concern for the Honour of the Ladies be- 
came the Source of Fables. Il a Princefs prov'd too frail to 
witliftand the Attempts of her Lover, her Flatterer, to (kreeJi 
her Reputation, immediately called in the Affiliance of fomc 
enamour'd God i this was eafdy believed by the ignorant 
Vulgar i for they could fuppofe none but a divine Perfon 
could prcfume to attempt one of her Rank, or could be able 
to thaw the Coldnefs of the infenfihle Fair. Thus lier Re- 
putation was unfuUied, and iiiftead of becoming infamous, 
file was highly honoured, and the Hufband himfclf, inlleod of 
being offended, partook of her Glory. A great Number of 
Fables were derived from this Source. Nor is the Story of 
;^ea Sjl-uia (7], the Mother of R&cmat and Romalui, and of 



(7) Hit Uncle jlmaliui having faund Meani lo gel into her Aparl 
' >itr, hci Fjiher, fpreid a Reporc, thai (lie Twins of Wliidi ft 

ered, proCKiled trum ilia Embrace! o[ the Cud ■ii Wu. Oi 

:. Ant, Horn. Lib, I, TU. Liv, Ub. I. 
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Paulina (8), the only Inftances to be found in Hiftoiy of the 
Credulity of Hufbands and Parents. From this Source, and 
the Lewdnefs or Corruption of the Priefts, were doubtlcfs 
derived many of the Fables relating to the Amours of the 
Gods. 

At other Times, the ftrangeft Transformations fprung only 
JFrom a Similitude of Names, and confi/led in a Play of 
Words 5 thus^ Cygnus was transformed into a Swan ; Picus^ 
into a Wood-pecker ; Hierafe^ into a Spar- Hawk; the Cer* 
€9pu^ into. Mcmkies; and Jhpis^ into a Fox. 

Thus the ancient Poets gave Rife to innumerable Errors, 
and indeed the Pamters and Statuaries, have employed all 
their Skill to confirm and ftrengthen the Delufion. The 
Poets have fpread an Air of FiSion over ferious Hiftories, 
difguifed and altered Fa£b (9), and renderM the divineft 
Truths fabulous. This in nothing appears more evident, 
than in the Account they have left us of the Origin of the 
World, which feems partly compofed of Traditions handed 
down from the Sons of Noab, partly of the Fidions and 

(8) A young Roman Knight^ called Muttdus, falling in Love with 
Paulina, and finding all his Endeavours to conquer her Virtue prove fruit- 
lefs, corrupted the Priefts of Anubis, who perfuaded her to believe, that 
ehe God was (truck with her Beauty, on which (he was that very Night 
led by her Hufband to the Temple. A few Days after feeing Mundus, 
whom (he happened accidentally to meet, he let her into the Secret, Pav^ 
Una, enragM and filPd with Indignation, carried her Complaint before 
fTiherius, who ordered the Statue of Anubis,lo be thrown into the Tiber, 
bis Priefts to be burnt alive, and Mundus to be fent into Exile. 

(9) The Abbe Banier, from whom we have borrowed many of thefe 
Remarks, fays, " That Homer, of a faithlefs Proftitute, has made his 
•* cha(te Penelope, and f^irgii, of a Traitor to his Country, has given us 
" the pious Hero j of a Renegado, who loft his Life in a Battle againft 
*' Mexentiut, he has made a Conqueror and a Demi-God. The fame 
*• Poet has not even fcrupled to refiedi Di(honour on Dido, a Princefs of 
** Arid Virtue, and divefting her of l|ie Reputation (he had acquired for 
** Chaftity and Courage, has repreiented her as indulging an infamous 
** Paflion, and a Cowardice capable of Defpair. Almofl all of them 
** have confpired to make Tantalus pafs for a Mifer, and havefet him in 
*< the Front of the Avaricious, in the Center of Hell \ where he is repre- 
*< (ented as fufifering a Puni(hment proportionable to his Guilt. Thus 
<< have they treated a Man, who, according to Pindar, was a religious 

'' 9nd a generoui Princct Banier , voU 1% Book L ch^ 4, 
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Ornaments introduced by the Poets, and partly from their 
endeavouring to reconcile confuied and imperfed: Tradi- 
tions with popular Opinions, and the Corruptions intro* 
duced into religious Worfhip. This^ it is proper for us 
particularly to examine, as it is an Enquiry abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to explain many of the Pagan Fables, and to give us 
juft; Ideas of their Religious Sentiments, which will be found 
much plainer expreis'd by their Philofophers than their Poets- 

The ancient Opinion, that the World was form'd from 
that Chaos, or a confufed Concourfe of Matter, which Hf* 
fioi calls the Father of the Gods, probably^ had its Rife froni 
a literal Interpretation of the Beginning of that fublime De- 
fcription, which Mofes gives us of the Creation (lo) ; where, 
before the Formation of any Part of the Univerfe, it is faid, 
^bi Earth nuas *wMout Form^ and <voidy and Darknefs *was upon 
the fact of the Dsep, as the latter Part of the Verfe, where the 
Spirit of God is reprefented as mo'ving or hovering over the 
Waters f might give the Egyptians^ the Phanicians, the ChaU 
dgans^ the Ferjians^ and the Indians the Idea, which they 
mean to expreis when they talk of the Egg of the World. 

But it was not fufficient for Hefiod to make a God of Chaos^ 
to defcribe the Order that fprang from this Confufion 3 Chaos 
muft have an Offspring, and therefore inftead of faying like 
Mo/es^ that Darknefs was upon the Face of the Deep, he 
{a.ys. Chaos brought forth Gloominejs and Nighty and to continue 
the Genealogy» iofteadof faying with the infpired Writer, 
God dinAded the Light from the Darkne/sy he exprefTea fome. 
thing like the fame Idea, by adding, that from Night fprang 
Jir and Day. Mofes fays, that God, ordered the dry Land to ap- 
pear^ and created the Firmament which he caiT^ Heaven ; Hefiod 
fays, that the Earth begat Heaven ^ the high Mountains, and 
the Cansis. He then informs us of the Origin of the Ocean^ 
who was the Father of Springs and Rivers^ of the Birth of 
the Sun and Moon^ and feveral other Gods of the like Kind. 

(10} CesL i. 2. ' 

11 
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It is very evident, that this whole Account is nothlnj"" 
more than an allegorical Hiftory of the Formation of al^ 
Things, in which the various Parts of Nature arc peribnatcdj 
but the Hand of the great Architect is wanting, 0*Wtreat» 
this Subjedi in a more intelligible Manner, and with great 
Beauty introduces the Creator, whom he calls God. or 
Nature, forming the various Paris, with the utmoft Regu- 
larity and Order. But in nothing does he come fo near to 
Wo/tJ, as in the Account he gives of the Formation of Man. 
which, as well as Majet, ht makes the laft Work of th« 
Creation, and introduces Promitbeui^ or CoCincil, forming 
htm of Cby. 

ji Omiurf of a mare ixaluJ Kind 

Wai •waili'g yilf and then •wai Man difigifd ^^H 

CanfcUai of TbDugbt, of more capacieuj Briaft, ^^H 

Fer Empire form d, and ft In rult the ttjl (l i). ^^| 

From this Introdudlion it Will not admit of a Doubt, brfl 
that Ovid underftood the Story of Promctbcui in the Itterd 
Senfe. And as to the CircumHance which he omits, of his 
taking Fire from HeaVen to animate the lumpifli Form 
what is this, fays a modern Author, but Gad"! bnathiag iatt 
hit Neftrih ibt Briaib of Lifef 

Father i/^/MB [i2)givesus an Accou;;t of a very whilll- 
Tical Opinion maintain'd by the Inquoii, one of the dioft con- 
fiderable of all the Savage Nations. They believe, that in 
the Beginning there were fix Mcn(ij); but as yet there 
being no Earth, thefe Men were carried about in the Air at 
the Mercy of the Winds. As tijey had no Women they 
forefaw that their Race muH foon come to an End ; at laft 
they learnt that there was one in Heaven, on which it WM I 
agreed, that onCWhom they fix'd upon fliould go and fetdi 
bcr from thence; the Attempt was dangerous, butltwu 
accompliih'd by the AfUltaiice of the Birds, who waftid , 

(ij) Ovid, Lib. I. ' 

(tz) Afaniwriof ihcSaviEcf, Vol. I. 
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fem thither on their Wings. Upon }iis Arrival he waited 
for the Woman's coming out to draw Watpr, and as foon 
• as flie appeared, he feduced her by offering h,et a Prefent. 
The t^rd of Heaven knowing what had paiTed baniflied 
this Woman, and a Tortoife receiv'd her on its Back» 
when the Otter and the Fiflies drawing up Mud from the 
Bottom of the Water, form'd of the Body of the Tortoife 3 
fmall Ifland, and this increafing by Degrees was the Original 
of the Earth. The Woman had at firjt twp Sons, one of 
whom arming himfelf with offenfive Weapons, flew his 
Brother ; and that after this flic had feveral Children, from. 
whom fprang the reft of Mankind. 

Wild and extravagant as this Tradition is, yet it feems at 
leaft to be founded on a Remnant of the primitive Hiflory 
of the World, the BaniGunent of E-vt from the (erreftrial 
Paradife, and the Murder of jiitl by Cain his Brother : Thjis 
they alter'd the Tradition, though Part of it was ftill re- 
tain'd. 

And here it cannot be improper to mention a Fable, which 
Piata puts into the Mouth of jirijlophano (i^); " The 
*' Gods, fays he, form'd Man at Jird of a round Figure* 
*• with two Bodies, two Faces, four Legs, four Feet, an^ 
** both Sexes. 1 hefe Men were of fuch extraordinary 
'* Strength, that they refolv'd to make Wa^ upon the Gods ■ 
*' Jupiin inceiis'd at this Enterprize, wou|d have deflroyed 
" them as he had done the Giants j but feeing that by tl;^s 
'■ Means he muft have dellroyed the whole human Race, he 
" comentcdhimfelf with dividing them afunderi and at the 
•* fame Time ordered Apulia to ftrctch over the Breaft, and 
*' other Parts of the Bpdy, the Skin, as it is at prefent. 
" Thefe two Pjtts of one Body thus disjoin'd, want to be 
" reuuited ; and this Is the Origin of Love." 

O'uirJ' mentions only the Formation of Man without taking 
the leaft Notice of E-ut, in which he evidently copies the 
Account given us by Majit, who omits mentioning thi^ in 

H^^; Plfii in ha Banquet. 
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his general Hiftory of the Creation. And the Hint of this 
Fable was probably taken from this Circumftance, where 
the Scripture fays C^s)» God created Man, and then adds» 
Male and Female created he them \ and the Circusnfeuice of 
their being cut afunder, the dofing up the Flefh, aiid the 
Reafon given for conjugal Love, from Enjii being made of a 
Rib taken out of Jdam^s Side, and his faying upon this» 
She is Bone of my Bone, and Flejh iff my FUjh', tierefon 
fbalia Man leave his Father and Mother and cUa9)e wit§ bis. 
Wife (i6): 

From hence it feems at leaft probable, that the Writings of 
Mofes were not unknown to the Greeks^ which makes it the 
more likely, that thefe Writings or a more antient Tra- 
dition gave Rife to the different Reprefentations the Pagan's 
have given us of an original State of Innocence, wl^ich wa$ 
an Objeft of Faith amongft all civiliz'd Nations. This has 
been painted in the moft beautiful Colours by the Heathen 
Poets, under the Diftindion of the golden Age, or the 
Reign of Saturn. This was the pre-exiftent State of Pjtha^ 
goraSf and of all the Eaftern Nations ; from whence it is eafy 
to fee that the Mhe Banier muft be fi;reatly miftaken, when 
he fays (17), that the golden Age hsra only a Relation to the 
antient Inhabitants of Latium, after the Arrival ofJanus% 
who, according to him, foftenM the Ferocity of their Mah^ 
ners, gave them Laws, and brought them to live together 
in Cities and Villages. Plato, fpeaking of the Creator of , 
the World, fays (1%) '* This Architeft had a Model, by ' 
** which he produced every Thing, and this Model is him- 
** fdf. The World was perfeft in its Conftitution, perfe£t 
** in the various Parts that compofe it, ,^d was fubjeft nei- 
•' therto the Difeafcs nor to the Decay of Age. God was 
^' then the Prince, the common Parent of all 5 he governed 
*• the World by himfclf, as he governs it now by inferior 

fl5) Gen, u 47. 
m6) Gen, ii. 2X, as, xj, 24* 
(17) Banter yo\» II. p. 171. 

(iS) Piato in Timsus, p. 1047. 



y Of the H E A T H E N S. 245 

^ Deities ; Rage and Cruelty did not then prevail upcoi 
*' Earth, War and Sedition were entirely unknown, God 
" himfelf took Care of the Suftenance of Mankind, and 
" was their Guardian and Shepherd: There were no 
" Magifirates, no civil Polity as there are now. In thofe 
" happy Days Men fprung from the Eofom of the Earth, 
" which produced them of itfelf as it produces Flowers and 
*' Trees. The fertile Fields yielded Corn and Fruit, with- 
'* out the Labourof Tillage. Mankind being troubled widi 
*' no Inclemency of the Seafons, had no need of Raiment 
** to cover their Bodies; they took their Reft on-Bedstrf 
■• ever verdant Turf fi 9^; every Thing was beautiful, ha:- 
" monious, and tranfparent; Fruits of an exquifite Tafta 
■' grew fpontaneoufly i and it was water'd with Rivers 
" of Ne£tar ; they there breath'd the Light as we breathe the 
** Air. and drank Waters which were purer than Air itfelf." 
Thefe were the Sentiments not only of the Gneh and 
Romans, but of al! the ('zoj Eojl, The ancient Cliiiefo Au- 
*' thors diftinguifti the two States of Man before and after 
the Fall, by the two Heavens, and defcribing the firfl; 
" All Things, fay they, were theii in an happy State, every 
" Thing was beautiful, every Thing was good, ail Beings 
" were perfefl in their Kind. In this happy Age, Heaven 
" and Earth employ'd all their Virtues jointly to embellifti 
" Nature. There was no jarring in the Elements, nolncle- 
" mency in the Air; all Things grew without Labour; 
" an univerfal Fertility reign'd everywhere. Theafiive 
** and paflive Virtues confpired together, without any Ef- 
*' fort or Oppotition, to produce and perfect the Univerfe," 
And again, " Wfailft.the firft State of Heaven latied, a pure 
" Pleafure, and perfeit Tranquility, reign'd over all- Nature. 

(19} PfcM in Timatus, p. j;?, 538. 

(loj TheBramimoi Mia leach, Ih«t " SouU were originally created 

" ins Slate of Purity ; but having finned, were rhrown down inio tha 

*' Bodies of Men or of Beafta ; according to Iheii rcrpeflive DemeiitS| 

•• foiliMihe Body where the Soul lefides, iiaSini.o[^Ti%tOTnK^^A'«>. 

^Mfle^. Ruiirs, on th» fielision ot the Brar.mi. ,^ 



I 
I 



1 



i 



246 MYTHOLOGY 

" There were neither labour, nor Pain, nor Sorrow, nor 
« Crimes (ii J" 

But as the Heathens could not believe that it was confiftent 
with the Goodnefsofa wife and infinitely benevolent Being, 
to create a World in the difordered State in which this 
Earth is at prefent, fo nothing perplex'd them more 
than the Difficulty of accounting for the Introdudlion of 
natural and moral Evil. ThcStory of PaWuraand her Box, 
though it feems to have fome Relation to that of Etie, as flie 
was created by the fame Pmnutheus, was the firft Woman, 
and the firft who introduced Mifery and Death into the 
World, yet could not give Satisfaflion to any reafonable 
Mind. Htfad had given it too much the Air of a Fiflion, 
and indeed, it feems only a fine Allegory, to (hew the Con- 
fequences of Difobediencc in Things, to Appearance, the 
molt indifferent, that from hence fpring innumerable Evils, 
while Hope, which on!y can alleviate them, ftays behind, 
and is our only Remedy. It was doubtlefs in this Light 
thatthis Fable was confidered by the Men of Senfe and Un- 
derftanding. It could give no Satisfaction to the penccraiing 
Genius of the Philofophers, and therefore Pjtbagorii adopted 
the Notion of Tranfmigration, and of a pre-exifteiit State, 
which he learnt from the Egyptians, Opinions which P!«n 
fometimes feems firmly to believe, and at others mentions 
only as an ingenious Allegory: However, with ihcfc Senti- 
ments, each of thcfe great Men atUck'd the Opinions of 
thofc who, on Account of the Introduction of Evil, deny'd 
a ProvidenOe, by proving that the Difordcr of the World, 
and the Mifery and Death to which Man is fulled, are only 
the Confequences which Meji have brought upon tliemfelves 
by their Crimes. " Our Alienation from God, fays Pyibs' 
" gc-ai (zz), and tht lofs of the Wings which ufed to raifc 
*• us up to heavenly Things, have thrown us down into the 



i^L 



Of the Heatheks. 24.5^ 

" Region of Death, which is over-run with all Manner v 
" Evils; fo the ftripping ourrdves of earthly Affediona 
" and the Revival of our Virtues, make our Wings grow 
*' again, and raife us up to the ManTions of Life, where , 
" true Good is to be found without any Mixture of EviU' 
This is more fully explaiii'd by Flam, who fays, " That the 
" ethcrial Earth, the ancient Abode of Souls, is placed 
•' amongtl the Stars, in the pure Regions of Heaven i but 
" that, as in the Sea, every Thing is altered and disfigut'd 
" by the Salts that abound in it j fo, in our prefent Earth. 
" every Thing is dcform'd, corrupted, and in a niinout 
" Condition^ if compared with the primitive Earth." In 
other Places he endeavours to account for this imaginarf 
Change in the Refidence of Man ; he reprefents the Uni- 
verfc, as fill'd with innumerable Worlds inhabited by free 
Spirits, qualified to enjoy the double Felicity of contem- 
plating the divine Prefence, or of admiring him in hia 
Works; But as the Sight of the fupreme Good muft nc- 
ceffarily engage all the Love of his Creatures, the Will could 
never oifend while the Soul had an immediate View of the 
divine Eflence; he therefore fuppofes, that at fome certain 
Intervals, thefc Souls quitted the divine Prefence, to furvey 
the Beauties of Nature, and to feed on the more proper Food 
of finite Beings, and that then it became polTtble for them 
to adhere to thefe, and to fuft'er themfetvcs to be alienated 
from the Love of the Supreme, when they were thrown 
into fome Planet fitted for their Reception, there to expiate 
their Guilt in human Bodies, till they are cured and reco- 
vered to Virtue by their Sufferings ; that Souls lefs degraded 
than others dwell in the Bodies of Philofophers i and the 
mofl defpjcable of all animate the Bodies of Tyrants j and 
that after Death they will be more or lefs happy, according 
as they have in this Life loved Virtue or Vice. 

Though thefe Sentiments are not conformable to the 

Me/ait Account of the Fall, yet they are neverthelels very 

-.iubiimej md have a natural Tendencv tovNtnawtku.V^i'i 
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of God, that Rcfignation to the divine Will, and that Rec* 
titude of Life, which are fo ftrongly inculcated in the Old 
and New Teftament. In feveral Things, however, both 
Mo/esind die Heathen Philofophers agree 5 they equally aflerti 
that Man was created in a State of Innocence, and confe- 
quently in a State of Happineis, but that debafuig his Na- 
ture, and alienating himfelf from God, he became guilty* 
fubjeft to Pain, Difcafes, and Death, and to all thofe Af- 
flidtons which are neceilkry to awaken his Mind, and to 
call him to his Duty : That we are Strangers here, that this 
ife "a'State of Triad, and that it is as much our Intereft as 
Duty, to fit ourfelves, by a Courfe of Virtue and Piety, for 
a hofiler and more exalted State of Exiftence. The (23) 
Eigyfttam and ^24^ Perjtans had other Schemes wherein this 
Tame important Truths were convey'd, though according to 
the Genius of thofe Countries, they were wrappM up in Al- 
legories: Plutarch has given us his Sentiments on the fame 
Subjeft; and they are too juft and rational to be omitted. 
•* The World, at its Birth, fays he (2^)* received from its 
•' Creator all that is good : Whatever it has at prefent, that 
*' can be called wicked or unhappy, is an Indifpofition fo- 
•' reign to its Nature. God cannot be the Caufe of Evil, 
" becaufe he is fovereignly good: Matter cannot be the 
*' Caufe of Evil, becaufe it has Ho aftive Force; but Evil 
*' comes from a third Principle, neither fo perfect as God, 
•' nor fo imperfe£l as Matter." 

(23) The Egyptians derive the Source of natural and moral Evil, froin a 
livicked Spirit whom they call Typbon, 

(14.) The Perftans deduce the Origin of all the Di(brder and Wickednefs 
in the Worid from evil Spirits, the chief of whom they call Ahrim or Art* 
tnatiius. Light, fay they, can produce nothing but Light, and can never 
he the Origin of Evil: it produced feveral Beings, all of them fpiritual, 
luminous, and powerful $ but jirimanius their Chief, had an evil Thought 
contrary to the Light : He doubted, and by that doubting became Anfk ; 
and from hence proceeded-whatever is contrary to the Light. They alfo 
tell us, that there Will come a Time when Arimanius fliall be compleatly 
deftroy*d, when the Earth will change its Form, and when all Mankind 
ihall enjoy the fame Life, Language, and Government, See Dr. Hydti'^ 
anciettt Religion of the Ferjiani* 
■(2^) Piutarcb de Anim. foim. 1^. ioi$% 
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'The hdian and Chiiicfc Authors are ftill more expUcIl in 
their Account of the Fail of Man, than the Philafophers 
we have mention'*!, and fpeak of this great Event in fuch 
Terms, as rauil raife the Admiration of every Reader. One 
of their Authors (z6) fpeaking of the latter Heaven, orthe 
World after the Fall, fays, *' The Pillars of Heaven were 
*' broken, the Earth was fliaken to its Foundations ; the 
'* Heavens funk lower towards the North j the Sun, the 
" Moon, and the Stars changed theii' Motions ; the Earth 
*' fell to Pieces ; the Waters endofed within its Bofom, 
*' burft forth with Violence, and overflowed it. Man re- 
" belling againft Heaven, the Syflcm of the Univerfewas 
*' quite diforder'd." Other Authors (i;) ftiU more ancient 
exprefs themfelves thus: " TheuniverJal Fertility ofNaturc 
" degenerated into an ugly Barrennefs, the Plants faded, 
*' the Trees withered away, difconiblate Nature refufed to 
*' diftrLbute her ufual Bounty. All Creatures declared War 
*' againft one another ; Miferies and Crimes overflowed the 
■* Face of the Eaiih. All theli; Evils arofe irom Man's de- 
" fpifing the fupreme Monarch of the Univerfe : He woul_d 
" needs difpute about Truth and Falfhood, and rnele 
*' Difputes banifh'd the eternal Rcafon. He then fix'd hb 
*' Looks on terreftrial ObjeJls, and loved them to excels i 
" hence arofe the Pafliona; he became gradually tranf- 
•' form'd into the Objeiits he loved, and the celeltial Rcafon 
" entirely abandon'd him-" 

It was the Opinion of SaceUi and Phio, that the So^il 
only was the Man, and the Body nothing more than a Pri- 
fon, a Dwelling-place, or a Garment; and confequently. 
that they had no necelTiry Connedtion with each other, fmce 
the Soul being entirely diftindt from Matter, might live, 
and think, and a6t, without the AlQAance of fuch grols 

(16) The Philofophir lUirtaniefi. See »n Account of his Works in 
Puhald's Hilt, of Chtiia, 
^- (ayj H^tmfi mi Liin'Jt. Stc UHbuU. 
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Organs, and would only begin to exert itfeif with its native 
Freedom, when the Clog of the Body was (haken off and 
deflroyed. The Mind thcit, in his Eftcem, was the only 
Part worthy of our Care ; and that our principal Study 
(houJd therefore be to raife and exalt its Faculties, to im- 
prove in Virtue and in Piety, and in all thofe Difpofitions* 
which will bring us to a nearer RefeniWance to the fupremc 
and only perfed Mind. 

And here it cannot be amifs to obferve, that the Notion 
of good, or bad Daemons, which was almoft tiniverfally 
believed, had a very near Relation to our Ideas of Angels 
and Devils, as they were a midiije Clals of Beings, fuperior 
to Men and inferior to the Gods, the one Species endea- 
vouring to infpire Motives to Virtue, and to fliietd from 
Danger, the other leading to Sin and Ruin. Flala and 
JarnbHcBi, who, as well as Socratii, believed the Exiftence 
of thefe tutelary Deities, denied that wicked Spirits had any 
Influence on human Aflairs. Thefe Philofophers maintained 
theLiberty of the Will, and at the fame Time endeavoured 
to prove the Neceflity Man frequently flood in of being fa- 
vourM with the divine Ailiftance, which they imagined they 
partook of by the Intervention of thefe Beings, They bc- 
liev'd that (i%) '* Every Man had one of thefe Genii, or 
" Dtcmons for his Guardian, who was to be the Witnefs, 
" not only of his Actions, but of his very Thoughts ; that 
'■ at Death the Genius delivered up to Judgment the Perfon 
*' who had been committed to his Charge ; that he is to be 
" a Witncfs for or againft him, and according to his De- 
*' cifion his Doom is to be pronounced." 

The Notion of Guardian Angels hag been contended for 
by many Chriliian;!, who alledge feveral Pallages of Scrip- 
ture, that feem to favour this Doflrine, while otliers have 
turn'd all that has been faid of thefe Genii into Allegory ; 
and affcrt, that by the two Damons, the one Good, and 

(iS) AfuliUi m ilic Dxmsn o( Wraiti. 
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the nlher bad, are meant the InHuences of Conrcience, and 
the Strength of Appetite. 

It is very evident, however, that the Crtch had an Idea 
of thefe Beings, and that their Exillence was generally be- 
lieved. Hence, according to Ftuianb. came their Fables 
of the Tirani and Giants, and the Engagements of Pytban 
againft ^poZ/o; which have fo near a Refemblance to the 
Fidions of OJirh zndTyfiiin. Thefe were Beings fuperior 
to Men, and yet compofed of a fpiricual and corporeal Na- 
ture j and confequently capable of animal Pleafures and 
Pains. The FiiVions relating to the Giants, in Mr. Banitr's 
Opinion (ig), took their Rife fromaPafTage in Ger.ifis; 
where it is faid, that the" (^o) Sons of God, whom the 
Ancients fuppofed to be the Guardian Angels, became ena- 
mour'd with the Daughters of Men, and that their Children 
were mighty Men, or Giants, the Word in the Original 
fignifying cither Giants, or Men Icconie monftrous by 
their Crimes ; their Heads, inllead of their Guilt, were fald 
to reach to the Clouds, while the Wjckednefs of their Lives, 
might not improperly be termed fightiiig againft God, and 
daring the Thunder of Heaven. But however this be, it 
will hardly be doubted, but that this Paflage might give 
Rife to the Amours of the Gods and Goddefles, and their 
various Intrigues with Mortals. As the frequent Appearance 
of real Angels to the Patriarch,'^, and the hofpilable Recep- 
tion they met with under the Difguife ofTravcllers, might 
give Room for the Poets to form, upon the fame Pian, the 
Talcs of Baucis and PbiUmon, and to contraft that beautiful 
Picture of humble Content, and of the Peace that blefles the 
homely Cabbins of the innocent and good, witli the Story 
of Lycaon, who wanting Hutnanity, and being of a lavage 

(19) Bemir, Vol. I. tJI, HI. 

(30) Gtn. VI. 1. By llie Sons of God, is here undoubttdly mcani Ihe 
Defcendanti of Seih, wlio had probably ihis Title given thtm, lo diilin- 
guifti ihcm kooi the Dercendants a( Cain, who <NeHU^\«&^^tet»tA. 
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uiihofpitable Temper, is, with great Propriety, faid to 
change his Form into one more fuitable to the Difpofition of 
his Mind. The Moral of this Fable is, that Humanity is 
the Chara£leriftick of Man ; and that a cruel Soul in a hu- 
man Body, is only a Wolf in Difguife. 

It is certain, that the Traditions relating to the univeHal 
Deluge, have been found in almoft all Nations ; and though 
the Deluge of Deucalion fhould not appear to be the fame as 
that of Noab^ it cannot be doubted, but that fome Circum- 
fiances have been borrowed from Noai's Hiftory, ?md that 
thefe are the mod ftriking Parts of the Defcnption* Luciaw^ 
fpeaking of the ancient People of Syria, the Country where 
the Deluge of Deucalion is fuppofed to have happened, fays, 
(31) that " The Greeks affert in their Fables, that the fiirft 
** Men being of an infolent and cruel Difpofition, inhuman , 
" inhofpitable, and regardlefe of their Faith, were ail de- 
*' ftroyed by a peluge j the Earth (32) pouring forth vaft 
** Streams of Water, fwell'd the Rivers, which, together 
** with the Rains, made the Sea rife above its Banks and 
** overflow the Land, fo that all was laid under Water, 
*' that Deucalion alone faved himfelf and Family in an Ark, 
** and two of each Kind of wild and tame Animals, who 
*' lofing their Animofity, entered into it of their own accord, 
'* That thus Deucalion floated on the Waters till they becaipe 
" aflTuaged, and then repair'd the human Race." 

We are alfo inform'd, that this VeflTel refted on a high 
Mountain ; and Plutarch even mentions the Dove, and Jby-i 
denus fpeaks of certain Fowl being let out of the Ark, which 
finding no Place of Reft, returned twice into the VeflTel, 
We are told too that Deucalion, a Perfon of ftrid Piety and 
Virtue, ofFer'd Sacrifice to Jupiter the Saviour. Thus the 
facred Writings inform us, that Noah oflPer'd Sacrifices of 

(31) Dc Dca Syria. 

(32) The fame Thought is exprcf»*d by Mofes, who fays The Fotntaint 
9/ tSf great Detp Wire broken up^ 
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clean Beafts in Token of Gratitude to God, for having 
gracioufly preferved both him and his Family. 

The Chaldtan Authors have alfo related a Tradition, which 
undoubtedly can only refer to this celebrated Event ; and 
which, for its fingiilarity, deferves to be mention'd (3;). 
Chnnss (or Saturn, fay they) appearing to Xifaibms in a 
Dream, informed him, that on the Fifteenth of the Month 
D.TJiuSi a Deluge would defiroy Mankind, at ihe fame Time 
enjoining him to write down the Origin of the Hillory, and 
End of all Things, and then to conceal the Writing in the 
Earth, in the City of the Sun, called Sipjiam. He was next 
enjoin'd to build a Ship, to provide neceflary Provifions, 
and to enter into it himfelf, with his Friends and Relationsi 
and to (hut in with them the Birds and four-footed Beafts. 
Xi/kihrui obcy'd the Orders that had been given him, and 
made a Ship two Furlongs in Breadth, and five in Length • 
which he had no fooner entec'd, than the Earth was ovei- 
fiowed. 

Some Time after, perceiving that the Waters were abated, 
he let out fome Fowls, but feding neither Food nor Refting- 
Place, they return'd into the Veflel- In a few Days more 
he fent out others, who return'd with Mud in their Claws i 
but the third Time he let them go they return'd no mote : 
from whence he concluded, that the Earih began to appear. 
He then made a Window in the Veffcl, and finding that it 
had refted on a Mountain, came forth with his Wife, his 
Daughter, and the Pilot, and having paid Adoration to the 
Earth, rai fed an Altar, and offered a Sacrifice to the Gods; 
when he, and they who were with him, inftantly difep- 
peared. The Pcrfons in the Ship finding they did not re- 
turn, came out and fought for them in vain : AtlafVthey 
heard a Voice, dying Xi/uihriu, on Account of his Piety is, 
with thofe who accompanied him, trandated into Heaven, 
and numbcr'd among the Gods. They were then, by the 

^w (3;) Sc^Syneel), Chronolg. p. J?. 



15*6 MYTHOLOGY 

Colours, and Vice in its native Deformity. All Methods 
are taken to render Villainy hateful^ and undifTembled Good- 
neb amiable in the Eyes of Men* Who can read the Pic^' 
ture Ovid gives of Envy (3$), without detefting that hateful 
Pcrverfion of the Paflions ? The very Defcripdon of the 
Fiend muft have a greater Force than all the Arguments of 

a long and laboured Difcourfe. 

• 

tMdand meagre nvere her Loots^ her Eyi 

Li foul dtfiorted Glances turned afwry ; 

A Hoard of Gall her in<ward Parts pffefs^d^ 

Andffread a Greennefs o^er her cankered Breaft ; 

Her Teeth 'were hro*wn <with Ruft^ and from herTMgUif 

Le dangling Drops ^ thejiringy Foifon hungm 

She never f miles 9 hut ivhen the Wretched vueepf 

Nor lulls her Malice ivith a Moment^ s Sleep* 

HefiUfs in SpitCy while ivatchful to defiroy^ 

She pirns andjiciius at another'* s Joy^ 

Foi to herfelf . AddiS0N« 

It is eafy to fee the Advantage of fuch Portraits as thefei 
Inhere the Virtues and Vices are colour'd with fuch Juftice 
and Strength of Fancy, 

The Story of Deucalion and Pyrrba teaches, that Piety and 
Innocence will always infure the divine Proteftion. 

That of Fbaeton^ that a too exceffive Fondnels in the Pa- 
rent is Cruelty to the Child. 

That of NarciJ/tts^ that an mordinate Self-Love, which 
renders us cruel to others, is fure to be its own Tormentor. 

That of Pentheus, that Enthufiafm is frequently more 
cruel than Atheifin, and that an inordinate Zeal deftroys the 
EfFe^ it would produce. 

That of Minos and Scylla, the Infamy of felling our Coun- 
try ; and that cycn they who reap Advantage from the 
Crime* deteft the Criminal. 

(3S) OvidMetsm. 1. «• 
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The Story of Cippm, is adapted to inrpire that noble Mag- 
nanimity, and true Greatnefs of Soul, which made him 
prefer the Publick Welfare to his own private Grandeur, 
while with an exemplary Generofity, he chofe rather to live ■ 
a private Freeman than to command Numbers of Sliives. 

From the Story of lereui we learn, that he who is guilty 
of one Crime lays the Foundation of another, and that he 
who begins witli Luft, may poiSbly end with Murder. 

From the Avarice of Midas we learn, that Covetoufnefs ia 
its own Punifhmcnt, and that nothing would prove more 
fatal to us than the Completion of our Wiflics, and the 
Gratification of our fondell Defires, 

As the Morals of the Greeks and Romans were generally 
founded on the Conflltution of the human Frame, and our 
various Relations as animal, as rational, and accountable 
Beings, they came very near to the Morals of Chriftianity. 
Xhey fprang from the Seeds of eternal Truth originally 
fown in the Mind by the great Creator himfelf . They were 
founded in Nature, and confequently muft, fo far as they 
were uncorrupied, be agreeable to every Revelation that 
could poffibly proceed from the God of Nature : For the 
Dilates of unbiafs'd and unprejudic'd Reafon can never de- 
viate far from the Truth. The Laws of Juftice and Huma- 
nity are fo level to the Underftandlng, and fo conformable 
to the Impulfes of the moral Senfe, that a ferious Enquirer 
can never be much miftalien unlefa his Heart be corrupt. 
" According to the Opinions of t!ie grealell and wifeft Phi- 
" lofophcrs, fays Gccro (id), the Law is not an Invention 
" of the human Mind, or the arbitrary Conftitution of 
" Men; but flows from the eternal Reafon that governs the 
** Univerfe. The Rape which Tarquin committed upon 
" Lucntia, was not \ck criminal from there being at that 
" Time no written Law at Rome againft fuch Aifts of Vi- 
" olencci the Tyrant was guilty of a Breach of the eter- 
" nal Law, whofe Origin is as ancient as the divine InteK 
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*' left; for the true, the primitive, and the fupreme Lav(^# 
*' is nothing elfc but the fovereign Reafon of the great 
*' Jo*uf.'* Can any Thing be more juft and more rational 
than this Sentiment ! 

The Philofophers, the Hiftorians, and the Poets, fome 
fewlnftances excepted, were unanimous iu the Caufe of 
Virtue. The Philofophers laid down the niceft Rules for the 
Regulation of the moral Conduft, for the Exercife of Hu- 
manity, and the Manner in which Benefits ought to be con- 
fcrr'd; they employed therafelves in making good Laws, 
they inculcated a Love of the Gods, a. Love of their Coun- 
try, a Contempt for Luxury, and for the mean Gratifica- 
tions of Senfe. And thefe were inferced by the brighteft 
Conjedures relating to a happy Immortality. The Hifto- 
rians generally wrote of Virtue as if they felt it, and ex- 
prefs'd a Love and Admiration of it by their Manner of de- 
fcribing great, generous, and good Aftions ; and thofe that 
were impious, cruel, and defpicable. The Honours of the 
. firft, and the Infamy of the laft, they tranfmitted down to 
future Ages. The Poets have drefs'd up Piety and Virtue in 
all the Inftances of Life, in the brighteft and moft lovely 
Colours, here their Numbers floW with the fofteft, mildeft, 
and moft melodious Harmony, while all the Thunder of 
Poetry was employ 'd to blaft the falfe Joy of the Wicked. 

Pindar writes in a Strain of exalted Piety, and endeavours 
to wipe off the Afperfions which ancient Fables had thrown 
on their Deities. Virtue and Religion are the Subjefts of 
his Praifes, and he fpeaks of the Rewards of the Juft with a 
warm and lively Affurance. 

Juvenal eftabliflies the Difiinftions of Good and Evil, 
and builds his Dodtrines on the unmoveable Foundations of 
a fupreme God, and an over-ruling Providence : His Mo- 
rals are fuited to the Nature and Dignity of an immortal 
Soul, and like it derive their Original from Heaven. 

He afferts, (ly)^ that the Indulgence of a fecret Inclina- 

(37) 7'^'^* Sat. i3.,v. loS. 
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tion to Vice, though never ripened into Atftion, ftains the 

Mind with Guilt, and juftly cxpofes tlie Offender to the 
Puniftiment of Heaven. What a Scene of Horror does he 
lay open (i^), when he expofes to our View the Wounds 
and Anguifti of a guilty Confcience ! With what Earncft- 
nefs does he exhort his Reader ("jgj to prefer Confcience 
and Principle to Life itfelf, and not to be reftrained from the 
Exercife of his Duty by the Threats of a Tyrant, or tiie 
Profpeil of Death, in all the Circumflances of Cruelty and 
Terror. How jiiftly does he expofe the fatal Paffion of 
Revenge ^40^, from the Ignorance and Littlenefs of the 
Mind that is carried away by it ; from the Honour and Ge- 
ncrollty of paffing by Affronts, and forgiving Injuries; and 
from the Example of thofc who had been remarkable for 
ilieir Wifdom and their Meeknels, and efpecially from that 
of SQcraus, who was fo great a Proficient in the beft Phi- 
lofophy, that being fenfibie that his Perfecucors could do him 
no Hurt, had not the leaft rifing Wi(h to do them any. 
Who juft before he was going to die, talk'd with that eafy 
and cheajful Compofure, as if he had been going to take 
PoflelTion of a Crown (j^t), and drank off the poifonous 
Bowl, as a Potion that was to help him forward to a happy 
Immortality. 

Thus did theTeftimony of a good Confcience fupport 
the wife and virtuous of the Heathens !n iheirlaft Moments, 
while Guilt was fure to dwell upon the Mind, and deprive 
it of all Confidence in God. What Plato fay:, to this Pur- 
pofe is admirably good (•^^J. " Know, Sccrain, fays he, 
" that wlien any one is at the Point of Death, he is fill'd 

(3S) Ih, V. ,5», 1,0. 
(19) Sit. 8.V, 79,85. 

(40) S.t. ,3.Y. igi. 

1*0 Sscrai.i being aik"dhylii4Frionil5lcgi«l'iemiIieRearon of thii 
fettnc Joy »nd noble Inirepidity ; " 1 hope, he reiilierf. l.i be rE-uni'"" 
•"' 10 iho good and perfeft Godt, ami to be alTociated with belter IK 
" than ihofe I leave upon Earth." i>/ai>'s Diiilo£Ues, p. ^3, ji, 

(41) DeRep. 1. 5. 
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*• with anxious Doubts and Fears, from, a Rededion on the 
•^ Errors of his paft Life; then it is that the Pains and Tor- 
** ments referved in the other World for the Guilty, which 
*' he had before ridiculed as fo many idle Fables, begin to 
'*' afFeft his Soul, and to iill him with dreadful Apprehen- 
** fions left they fhould prove real. Thus, whether it be 
♦* that the Mind is enfeebled with AgCj, or that having 
*' Death nearer at Hand, he examines Things with greater 
•* Attention, bis Soul is feiz'd with Fear and Terror, and, 
^i if he has injured any one, finks into Defpair; while he, 
•' who has nothing to reproach himfelf with, feels that 
*' fweet Hope fpringing up in his Soul, which Piftdar calls 
«< ne Nur/e of old Age^ . • . 

Socrates traces all the principal Duties to God and Man 
(\'i)f in fuch a Manner, as is moft litcly to cftgage and 
prevail upon the Mind. He made as many Improvements 
in true Morality, as was poffible to be made by the utmoft 
Strength of human Reafon, and in fomc Places he feems as 
if enlightened by a Ray from Heaven. In one of FIato\ 
pialogues he prophecy's, that a Divine Person, a true 
Friend and Lover of Mankind, would come into the World, 
to inftrucl them in the moft acceptable Way of addrciEng 
their Prayers to the Majefty of Heaven. 

Thefe were the Sentiments of fome of the moft celebrated 
of the Pagan Philofophers, from whence Chriftianity re- 
ceives this Teftimony of its Truth, that the Purity of its 
inoral Precepts, is confirmed by the Di£tates of the unpre- 
judiced Reafon, and the unbiafs'd Judgments of the wifeft 
and beft Men in all Ages. Can any Thing be a greater 
Confirmation of its Divinity, than its bearing thofe Signa- 
tures of eternal Reafon, which are ftamp'd on all Hearts ? 
^nd that while the Works of the Heathens, however ex- 
cellent, are mingled with Uncertainty and Miftake, this 
fdone has the naoft remarkable Credentials of that eternal 

(4$) X«nopbon'% memorable Things of 5ocrar«, 
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ruth, which is always confident with itfelf, and which is 
at the greateft Dittance from Error. 

But liere it may be afked, how are thefe fubiime Concep- 
tions confiftent with Idolatry ; with the Blindnefs of Men, 
who paid Adoration to lenfelefs Statues, who were conti- 
nually adding to the Number of their Gods, and who were 
foliupid, a3 not only to build aTempleto pBi/fVi f«;(i, to 
Virtue, and other Deities of the like Kind; but even to 
worihip the ¥i-ver, and to build an Altar to fi^r? , 

To reconcile thefe feeming Contradictions, it is neceflary, 
in a few Words, to throw what has already been faid upon 
ihisSubjeiS, into one Point of View. 

It appears from the Account wc have given of the The- 
ology of the Ancients, that the Egypiiens, Ptrfiani, Grtetf, 
and Romani, worfliipp'd only one Almighty, independent 
Being, the Fatlier of Gods and Men, with a fupreme Ado- 
ration, and that the feveral fuperlor Deities publidtly wor- 
fbipped, were only different Names, or Attributes of the 
fame God. This is aflerted not only by feveral of the Pa- 
gans, but even by St. Jujlin. Whether this DiftiniSion was 
maintained by the Bulk of the People amongll the Greti, 
znA RomaiSf is not To ealy to determine; it is probable, that 
they might imagine them diitintil Beings fubordinate to the 
Supreme. However, there were others univerfally allowed 
to be of an inferior Clafs, and thefe were the national and 
tutelary Deities, among which laftNumber we may reckon 
the good Daemons, or houlhold Gods, which the Remans^ 
upon conquering any Nation or City, invited to take up 
their Refidence amongft them. Thefe were undoubtedly 
worftiipp'd with an inferior Kind of Adoration. Since the 
Stoic and Epicurean Philufophers, who allowed their Exift- 
ence, believed them to be mortal, and thattliey were to perifh 
in the genera! Conflagration, in which they imagined the 
World was to be deltroy'd by Fire. To this Plinj alludes, 
when defcfibing the Darkncfs and Horror that attended the 
J pruption'ofrs/aww, he fays, that tome ■w«e,Wvi\'^w«'J»K.\ 
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Hands to the Gods \ but that the greater Part imagined, 
that the laft and" eternal Night was come, which was to de- 
ftroy both the Gods and the World together. 

This Diftinftion may be juftified by the united Tefti- 
mony of the Ancients, and indeed it in a great Meafure, re- 
moves the Abfurdity of their continually introducing what 
were called new -Gods; that is, new Mediators, . and new 
Methods or Ceremonials, to be added^ on particular Occa* 
lions, to the ancient Worfliipi. 

The Idolatry of the Pagans, didnot-conftfliin paying a 
dire£^ Adoration to the Statues, but in making them the 
(^) Medium of Worlhip j and therefore, whether the fe- 
veral Deities were reckoned to be inferior Beings, or only 
different Names or Attributes of one Supreme, yet their 
Symbols, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, or the Statues ere£led 
to the Honour of their Gods, were never (except amongfl: 
lA^ the lowed and moft ignorant of.People) acknowledged 33 
the ultimate Objefts of Worlhip. In thefe Statues, how- 
ever, the Deity was fuppofed to refide in a peculiar Manner. 

But even this was not always the Cafe ; it is very evident* 
that the Statues ereded to the Paffions, the Virtues, and the 
Vices, were not of this Clafs. The Romans had particular 

(44.) The Folly of reprefenting the infinite and omniprefent Spirit, by a 
fenfible Image, is obvious from a very fmall Degree of Refiedion ; and 
from hence arifes the Crime of Idolatry, or reprefenting him by the Works 
of Nature, or thofe of Mens Hands, as it is a Degradation of the Deity, 
and an Aflfront to the Being, whofe glorious ElTence is unlimited and uncon- 
ffned ; from hence proceeds that Exclamation of the Prophet;^ fFhtreunto 
(hall ye liken we, faith the Lordy &c. 

When the Jfraelites made the Golden Calf, and cried out, This is the 
Ccd that brought us out cf the Land of Egypt, they muft be fuppofed to 
mean This reprejents the God that brought us out of the Land of "Z^y {it. 
They liad lately left a Country fond of S)mbols, >where they had been ufed 
to fee one Thing reprcfented by another, and the Sun, the moft glorious 
Image of the Deity, when he enters into Taurus^ reprefented by a Bull. 
Had they been fo ilupid as to imagine this Calf, which they had juft made 
to be the God of their Fathers, the God that had wrought fo many Mira- 
cles for them even before they had given him Exiftence ; their Folly would 
be entirely inconfiftent with the rational Nature of Man, and they mud 
Jiuve been abfolutely incapahic both of moral and civil Government, and 
€Oulfi onJy be accounted Idiots, 01 >(\&dn>Ai\. 
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Haces for offering up particular Petitions; they offered up 
their Prayers for Health in the Temple oiSalm; they pray' d 
for the Prefervatioii of their Libeciiea before the Statue o' 
Liberty, and offered tlieir Sacrifices to the Supreme before a 
Figure expreflive of their Wants. Feuer, in the Opinion of 
the moft ftupid of the Vulgar, could never be confidered as 
a God. yet at the Altar of Fi'ver, they belbught the Su- 
preme, to prelerve them from being infedted with this Dif- 
order, or to cure their Friends who were already infefled 
by it : And at the Altar of Fmr, they put up tiieir Suppli- 
cations, that they might be preferved from the Influence of s 
ihameful Panic in the Day of Battle. 

As this appears evidently to be the Cafe, it is no Wonder,' 
that the Number of thefe Kind of Gods became very great. 
Some of thefc, by the Parade of Ceremonies that at- 
tended this Method of Devotion, were found to have a 
mighty Effeit on the Minds of the Vulgar : So that when 
any Virtue began to !ofe Ground, a Temple, or at lealt an 
Altar erected to its Honour, was fure to raife it from its de- 
clining State, and to rc-infiate its Influence on the Heart of 
Man. 

This appears to be a true Reprefentation of the Cafe, 
from the Account which Dhnyfiui of Haliearnaffus gives (45 ) 
of ihe Reafons, which induced Wnma Pomfiliui to' introduce 
Faith into the Number of the Roman Divinities, and which, 
doubtlefs, gave Rife to al! the other Deities of the fame 
Kind, that were afterwards introduced. " To engage his 
" People to mutual Faith and Fidelity, fays he, Aama had 
" Recourfe to a Method hitherto unknown to the moft ce- 
" lebrated Legiilators; pubiick Contrafls, he obferved, 
" were feldom violated, from the Regard paid to thofe who 
" were Witneffes to any Engagement, while thofe made in 
^f, Private, though in their own Nature no lefs indifpenfible 
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t Private, though in their own Nature no lefs indifpenfible ^^d 
than the other, were not fo ilriftly obferved j whence he ^^| 
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•* concluded, that by deifying FaM^ thefe Contrads Wouw 
** be flill more binding: Befides^ he thought it unreafonable, 
•* that while divine Honours were paid to Juftlcc, t^emefis 
** and TJifemis j faith^ the moft facred and venerable Thing 
•' in the World, (houid receive neither publick nor private 
*• Honour ; he therefore built a Temple to publick Faiths 
" and inftituted Sacrifices, the Charge of which was to be 
•' defrayed by the Publick.* This he did with the Hope^ 
** that a Veneration for this Virtue being propagated 
•* through the City, would infenfibly be communicated to 
*' each Individual, His ConjeSures proved true, and Faitb 
•* became fo revered, that flie had more Force than even 
*^ Witneffes and Oaths j fo that it was the common Method* 
*^ in Cafes of Intricacy, for Magiftrates to refer the Deci- 
•* fionto the Faith of the contending Parties." 

Thus it appears evident, that thefe Kind of Gods, and 
the Temples ereSed to their Honour, were founded not only 
on political* but on virtuous Principles. This was un- 
doubtedly the Cafe, withrefped to the Greeks as well as the 
Romans: For a Propofal being made at Athens^ tointroduce 
the Combats of the Gladiators; Jirft throw down^ cried out 
an Athenian Philofopher from the midft of the AfTembly, 
throw down the Altar ^ ere&ed hy our Anceftors above a thou/and 
Tears ago to Mercy. Was not this to fay, that they had no 
Need of an Altar to infpire a Regard to Mercy and Com- 
paiSon, when they wanted publick Spectacles to teach a Sa- 
vage Cruelty and Hardneis of Heart f ^ 
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CONTAINING 

An Account of the various Methods of Divi- 
nation by Aftrohgy, Prodigies. Magic, Au' 
gury, the Aru/picfs and Oracles ; with a 
Jhort Account of Altars, facred Groves, and 
Sacrijices, Priejls and Temples. 
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WE (hall now unfold the Methods, by which the" 
Names of the Heathen Gods laid the Foundation of 
feverai pretended Sciences ; and this we think the more ne- 
ceflary in this Place, as it is a Subject which hasa clofe Con- 
nection with the Origin of Idolatry. And here we muft 
again turn our Eyes to the ancient Egypliaai, who were not 
only the Inventors of Arts, but the Authors of the grofieft 
Superftitions. We have already, in the foregoing Difler- 
tation on the Theology of the Ancients, accounted for the 
Names given to the Signs of the Zodiac, which, in their 
firfl Inftitution, had an ex prefltve Meaning, and which one 
would hardly imagine capable of producing the Multitude 
of fuperfticious Ceremonies, and extravagant Opinions 
which refulted from them -, Ceremonies and Opinions dif- 
fufed over the wliole Earth, and propagated with Succels in 
almoll every Nation. 

Artrcflogy was doubtlefs the firft Method of Divination, 
and probably prepared the Mind of Man for the other no 
^^Eiabfurfi Wnys of fearching into ^ liluuv-j •, ^lsA'&^1'5.OTt 



1 



imiw^ 



266 APPENDIX. 

a fliort View of the Rife of this pretended Science cai 
be improper in this Place, efpecially as the Hiftory of thefc 
Abfurdities is the beft Method of confuting them. And in- 
deed as this Treatife is chiefly defigiied for the Improvement 
of Youth, nothing can be of greater Service to them than 
to render them able to trace the Origin of thofe pretended 
Sciences, fome of which have even ftill an Influence on 
many weak and ignorant Minds, But to proceed, 

The Egyfiiani Ijecoming ignorant of the facred and Aftro- 
nomical Hieroglyphics, by Degrees look'd upon the Namea 
of the Sign?, as exprefTing certain Powers with which they 
were inveftcd, and as Indications of their feveral Offices. 
The Sun on Account of its Splendor and enlivening Influ- 
ence, was imagined to be the great Mover of Nature ; the 
Moon had the fecond Rank of Powers, and each Sign and 
Conftellation a certain Share in the Government of the 
World ; the Ram had a flrong Influence over the Young of 
the Flocks and Herds ; the Ballance could infpire nothing 
but Inclinations to good Order and Juftice ; and the Scor- 
pion excite only evil Difpoi5tions: And, in fliort, that 
each Sign produced the Good or Evil intimated by its 
Name. Thus, if the Child happened to be born at the In- 
Ifant when the firit Star of the Ram rofe above the Horizon, 
(when in order to give this Nonlenfe the Air of a Science, 
the Star was fuppofed to have its greateft Influence) he 
would be rich in Cattle ; and that he who fhould enter the 
World under the Crab, Ihould meet with nothing but Dif- 
appointment, and all his Aftairs Ihould go backwards and 
downwards. The People were to be happy whofc KinR 
entered the World under the Sign Libra; but compleatly 
wretched if he fhould light under the horrid Sign ScorpLg; 
the Perfons. born under Capricorn, efpecially if the Sun M 
the fame Time afcendcd the Horizon, were fure to meet 
with Succefs, and to rife upwards like chc wild Goat, and 
the Sun which then afcends for fix Months together ; the 
Lion was to produce tkvocs ■, ai\i ^*iN\t^\Ti'M\ji\'j\,« Ear 
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of Corn, to inrpire Chaftity, and to unite Virtue and Abun- 
dance. Could any Thing be more extravagant and ridi 
lous! " This way of arguing, fays an ingenious modera 
" Author, is nearly like that of a Man, who fliould ima- 
" gine, that in ocJer to have good Wine in his Cellar, he 
'* need do no more than hang a good Cork at the Door." 

The Cafe was exaftiy the fame with refpcct to the Pla- 
nets, whofe Influence is only founded on the wild Suppo- 
fition of their being the Habitation of the pretended Deities, 
whofe Names Uiey bear, and the fabulous Charafters the 
Puets have given them. 

Thus to Saturn they gave languid, and even deffruflive 
Influences, for no other Reafon, but becaufe they had been 
pleas'd to make this Planet the Refidence of Saturn, who 
was painted with grey Hairs and a Scythe. 

To Jupicet they gave the Power of beliowing Crowns, 
and diftributing long Life, Wealth and Grandeur, meerly 
becaufe it bears the Name of the Father of Life. 

Mars was fuppofed to infpircaftronglnclinationforWar; 
for no other Reafon, but becaufe it was believed to be the 
ReTidence of the God of War. 

Venus had the Power of rendering Men voluptuous and 
fond of Pleafure, for no other Reafon, but becaufe Men 
had been pleafed to give it the Name of one, who, by fome, 
was thought to be the Mother of Pleafure. 

Mercury, though almoll always invifibie, as being con- 
cealed by the Rays of the Sun, would never have been 
thought to fuperintcnd the Profperity of Stafes, and the Af- 
fainsof Wit and Commerce, had notMen, without the leaft 
Reafon, given it the Name of one who was fuppofed to be 
the Inventor of civil Polity. 

According to tlie Aftrologers, the Power of the atcending 
Planet is greatly Increafed by that of an afcending Sign j then 
the benign Influences are all united, and fall together on the 
Head of all the happy Infants which at (hat Moment enter 
Mm 1 '^ 



1 



268 APPENDIX. 

the World fj^6) ; yet can any Thing be more contrary to 
Experience; which fhews us, that the Charafters and Events 
produced by Perfons born under the fame Afpeft of the 
Stars, are fo far from being alike, that they are dire£Uy op- 
pofite. 

Thus it is evident, that Aftrology is built upon no Prin- 
ciples, that it is founded on Fables, and on Influences void 
of Reality. Yet abfurd as it is, and ever was, it qbtain'd 
Credit, and the more it fpread, the greater Injury was done 
to the Caufe of Virtue. Inftead of the Exercife of Prudence, 
^ and wife Precaution, it fubftituted fuperftitious Forms and 
childiih Pradicesy it enervated the Courage of the Brave by 
Apprehenfions grounded on Puns and Quibbles, and encou- 
raged the Wicked, by making them lay to the Charge of a 
Planet, thofe Evils which only proceeded from their own 
Depravity. 

But not content with thefe Abfurdities, which deftroyed 
the very Icjea of Liberty, they afferted that thefe Stars, 
which had not the leaft Connexion with Mankind, governM 
all the Parts of the human Body (47), and ridiculoufly af- 

firmM 

(46) '' what compleats the Ridicule, fays the j4hbe le Plucbe, to whom 
*' we are obiigM for thefe judicious Obferyations is, Hiat what AAro. 
** nomers call the firft Degree of the Ram, the Ballance, or of Sagitarius 
*' is no longer the firft Sign, which gives fruitfulnefs to the Flocks, infpires 
*' Men with a Love of JuAice, or forms the Hero. It has been found 
" that all the celeftial Signs have, by little and little, receded from the 
** vernal Equinox, and drawn back to the EaA > Notwithftanding this, 
** the Point of the ZodiacH that cuts the Equator, is Hill call'd thefiiit 
*' Degree of the Ram, though the firft Star of the Ram be thirty Degrees 
** beyond it, and all the other Signs in the fame Proportion. When 
" therefpre any one is faid to be born under the tirft Degree of the Ram, 
'< it was in Reality one of the Degrees of Pifces that then came above the 
'* HorisK>n } and when another is faid to be born with a royal Soul, ano 
'< heroic Difpofitions, becaufe at his Bi^th the Planet Jupiter afcended the 
*' Horizon, in Conjunction with the firft Star of Sagitary ; Jupiter was 
*' indeed at that Time in Conjunction with a Star thirty Degrees eaftward 
^' pf S^gitary, and in good Truth it was the pernicious Scorpion that pre- 
*' fided at the Birth of this happy, this incomparable Child. Le Flucbe's 
Hift. of the Heavens, Vol. I. p. 455. 

(47) Each ^ourof the Pay had alfoone ; the Number feven, as being 

that of the Planets, became of mv^hl^ Cotv<e«\u^ace. The (even Days in 

tbc Week, 4 Period of Time ViandtA Aovjtv \>>| '\\*.^\>:viTi» Vw^^iwvt^vi 
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^finn'd, that the Ram prcfided over the Head, the Bull over ^|| 
the Gullet; the Twins over thcBreaft; the Scorpion over 
the Entrails; the Fifties over ths Feet, i^(. By this Means 
they pretended to account for the various Diforders of the 
Body ; which was luppofed to be in a good or bad Difpo- 
filion, according to the different Afpedts of the fe Signs. To 
mention only one Inftance ; they pretenJed that great Cau- ^^^ 
tion ought to be ufed in taking a Metlicine under TauniS, .^^H 
or the Bull, becaufe as this Animal chews his Cud, the;^^H 
Pcrfon would not be able to keep it in his Stomach. ^^fl 

Nay, the Influence of the Planets were extended to the ' 

Bowels of the Earth, where they were fuppofed to produce 
Meials. From hence it appear?, that when Superftition and 
Folly are once on Foot, there is no fetting Bounds to their 
Progrefs. Gold, to be fure, muft be the Produflion of the 
Sun, and the Conformity in Point of Colour, Brightnefs, 
and Value, was a fcnfibte Proof of it- By the fame Way of 
Reafoning the Moon produced all the Silver, to which it 
was related by Colour; Mars al! the Iron, which ought to 
be the favourite Metal of tlie God of War ; Vejius pre- ' 

fidcd over Copper, which fhe might well be fuppofed to pro. 
duce, fince it was found in Plenty In the Ifle of Cyprus, which 
wa^ fuppofed to be the Favourite Rcfidence of this Goddefa. 
By the fame fine Way of Reafoning, the other Planets pre- 
lided over the other Metals. The languid Saturn was fet 
over Mines of Lead ; and Mercury, on Account of his Adli- ^^ 
vity, had thcSuperintendency of Quickfdver; while it wu ^^H 
the Proviiice of Jupiter to prefide over Tin, as this was the ^^| 
only Metal that was left him. ^^| 

corrcrpand with tlie Number □( the Planeti ; and (herefore they gave the ' 

Nima of a Planet lo each Day, and Tram ihence fume Dayt in the Wecik 
were conlidered as more forlunate or unlucky than the reft : And hence 
feven Times Teven, called tlw climafterical Period of Hoars, Dayt, or 
Yeaii, were thought exiremety dangerous, and to have a TutprUing EBka 
on private Perfons, ihe Fortune of Winces, and (he Government of Statu. 
Thui the Mind of Man became diareOed by imaginary £vils, and the Ap- 
ptODch of thefe Moments, in ihemfelves, as harmlefs as the teft of their 
Livts, 1141, by ihc Siri;ngth □[ Ima^nttLoa, bva>t^^& m ^^\c>R&^»J^. 
ZSei3s. 
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From hence the Metals obtained the Names of the I* 
nets; and from this Opinion, that each PUnet engendered 
its own peculiar Metal, they at length conceived an Opi- 
nion, that as one Planet was more powerful than another, 
the Metal produced by the Weakeft, was convened into 
anotherby the Influence of a ftronger Planet. Lead, though 
a real Metal, and as perfefl in its Kind as any of the rdi, 
was con(idered as only a Half Metal, which through the 
languid Influences of old Saturn, v/as left imperfeift ; and 
therefore under the Afpeft of Jupiter it was converted into 
Tin; under that of Venus, into Copper; and at 1 aft into 
Gold, under fome particular AfpeCts of the Sun. And 
from hence, at laft arofe the extravagant Opinions of the 
Alchymifts, who with wonderful Sagacity endeavour'd to 
find out Means for haftening thefe Changes or Tranfmuta- 
tions, which, as they conceiv'd, the Planets perform'd too 
flowly : But, at laft, the World was convinced, that the 
Art of the Alchymift was as inefFeilual as the Influences of 
'the Planets, which, in a longSucccflion of Ages, had never 
been known to change a Mine of Lead to that of Ti^HM 
any other Metal. ^^| 

II. Of Prodigies. ^^ 

WHOEVER reads the ffwan Hiftorians (i), muft 
be furpris'd at the Number of Prodigies, which are 
conftantly recorded, and which frequently fiU'd the People 
with the moft dreadful Apprehenfions. It muftbcconfels'di 
that fome of thefe are aliogciher fupernaiural, and are only 
to be accounted for by the Ignorance of the Vulgar, cor- 
rupting and altering what had been only handed down by 
Tradition, or by their being confidered as the Inventions of 
corrupt Priefts ; while the greater Part only confift of fonw 
of the uncommon Produiiiions of Nature, which Supcrftl- 
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tion always attributed to a fuperior Caufe, and reprefented 

as the Prognottications of fome impending Misfortunes, 

Of this Clafs may be reckoned the Appearance of two 

Suns, the Nights illuminated by Rays of Light, the Views 
of fighting Armies, Swords and Spears darting through the 

Air ; Showers of Milk, of Blood, of Stones, of Afhes, or 
of Fire ; and the Birth of Monfters, of Children, os of 
Beads who had two Heads, or of Infants who had fome 
Feature refembling thofc of the brute Creation. Thefc were 
all dreadful Prodigies, which fiU'd the People with inexpref- 
fible Aftonifhment, and the whole Roman Empire widi an 
extreme Perplexity j and whatever unhappy Event followed 
upon thefe, was fure to be either caufed or predided by 
them. 

Yet nothing is more eafy than to account for thefe Pro- 
ductions, which have no Relation to any Events that may 
happen to follow them. The Appearance of two Suns has 
frequently happened in England^ as well as in other Places, 
and is only caufed by the Clouds being placed in fuch a Situ- 
ation, as to refledl the Image of that Luminary ; No<^rnal 
Fires, inflamed Spears, fighting Armies, were no more than 
what we call the Aurora Borealis, northern Lights, or in- 
flam'd Vapours floating in the Air; Showers of Stones, of 
Afhes, or of Fire, were no other than the £f{e£ts of the 
Eruptions of fome Volcano at a confiderable Difiance; 
Showers of Milk were only caufed by fome Quality in the 
Air condenfuig, and giving a whitilh Colour to the Water; 
and thofe of Blood are now well known to be only the red 
Spots left upon the Earth on Stones and the Leaves of Trees, 
by the Butterflies who hatch in hot or ftormy Weadier («)• 

(1) This lias been folly proved by ilf, Ktamr^ in his Hiftory offaife^i 
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III. Of M A G I c. 

MAGIC, or the pretended Art of producing, by 
Afliftance of Words and Ceremonies, fuch Events » 
are above the natural Power of Man, was of feveral Kinds, 
and chiefly confifted in invoking the Good and Benevolent, 
or tlie Wicked and Milchievous Spirits. The firft. which 
was called Iheargia^ was adopted by the wifell of the Pagan 
World, who efteemed this, as much as they defpifed die 
latter, which they call'd Gaetia. Thiurgiu, was by the Phi- 
lofophers accounted a divine Art, which only ferved to raife 
the Mind to higher Perfection, and to exalt the Soul to a 
greater Degree of Purity ; and they, who by Means of this 
Kind of Magic, were imagined to arrive at what was called 
Intuition, wherein they enjoyed an intimate Intcrcourfe 
with the Deity, were believed to be invefted with their 
Powers : So that it was imagined, that nothing was irapoT- 
fible for them to perform. 

All who made Profeffion of this Kind of Magic afpiteJ 
to this State of Perfection- The Prieft, who was of diis 
Order, was to be a Man of unblemifli'd Morals, and all who 
join'd with him were bound to a flrict Purity of Lifej they 
were to abftain from Women, and from animal Food ; and 
were forbid to defile themfelves by the Touch of a dew! 
Body. Nothing was to be forgot in their Rites and Cere- 
moniesi thelcaft Omiffion, or the leaftMiftake, rendered 
all their Art ineffectual : So that this was a conflUiit Excijf^ 
for their not performing all that was required of themi 
though as their fole Employment, (after having arrived to s 
certain Degree of Perfeiiion, by Fafting, Prayer, and the 
other Methods of Purification) was the Study of univerial 
Nature; they might gain fuch an Inlight into phyfical Caufes, 
as might enable them to perform Atlions, that might very 
well fill the ignorant Vulgar with Amazement. And it isJ 
hardly to be doubted, WwUai ^\s, \v^ -all the Knowledge 
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* Wat many of ihem ever afpired after. In this Sort of 
Magic, Hermes Trifmegifiui and Zeroafta- excell'd : And in- 
deed it gain'd great Reputation amongft the Egyptians, Chal- 
titans^ Perfians, and Indians. In Times of Ignorance, a 
Piece of Clock-work, or fome curious Machine, was fuffi- 
cicnl to entitle the Inventor to the Works of Magick: 
And fome have even aflerced, that the Egyptian Magic, that 
has been render'd fo famous by the Writings of the Ancients, 
confifted only in Difcoveries drawn from the Mathematicks 
and natural Philofophy, iince tbofe Greek Philofophers. who 
travell'd into Egyfi in order to obtain a Knowledge of iheir 
Sciences, return'J with only a Knowledge of Nature, and 

k Religion and fome rational Ideas of their ancient Symbols. 
But it can hardly be doubted, but that Magic in its grof- 
feft and molt ridiculous Scnfe was pradlifed in Egypt, at 
Jeaft amongft fome of the Vulgar, long before Pjihagores or 
EmpsiecUs travell'd into that Country. 

The Egyptians had been very early accuftom'd to vary the 
Signification of their Symbols, by adding to ihem feveral 
Plants, Ears of Corn, or Blades of Grafs, to exprefs the 
different Employments of Hufttandry ; but underftanding no 
longer their Meaning, nor the Words that had been made 
ufe of on thefeOccafions, which were equally unintelligible, 
the Vulgar might mifiake ihefe for fo many myfterious 
Praiftices obferved by their Fathers ; and from hence they 
might conceive the Idea, that a Conjunction of Plants, even 
without being made ufe of as a Remedy, might be of Effi- 
cacy to preferve or procure Health. " Of thefe, fays the 
" Ahhe Ic PlHcke, they made a Colleition, and an Art bjf 
*' which they pretended to procure the Bleflings, and pro- 
" vide aginft the Evils of Life," By the Afliftance of thefe. 
Men even attempted to hurt their Enemies, and indeed the 
Knowledge of poifonous or ufeful Simples, might, on par- 

k ticuUr Occafions, give fufRclent Weight to their empty 

ETCtiries or Invocations. But thefe magic Incantations^ (a 
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contrary to Humanity, were detefted and punifhed by atmoft 
all Nations, nor could they be tolerated in any. 

Piinyf after mentioning an Herb, the throwing of which 
into an Army, it was faid, was fufficient to put it to the 
Routy afksy where was this Herb when Rami was fo diftrefs'd 
by the Cimhri and Teutones ? Why did not the Perfians make 
ufe of it when Lucullus cut their Troops in Pieces ? 

But amongft all the Incantations of Magic, the moft fo^ 
lemn as well as the moft frequent, was that of calling up the 
Spirits of the Dead ; this indeed was the QuintefTence of 
their Art ; and the Reader cannot be difpleafed to find thb 
Myftery unravel'd- 

An AfFeftion for the Body of a Perfon, who in his Life- 
time was beloved^ induced the firft Nations to inter the Dead 
in a decent Manner ; and to add to this melanchoUy Inftance 
of their Efteem, thofe Wifhes which had a particular Re- 
gard to their new State of Exiftence j and the Place of Bu- 
rial, conformable to the Cuftom of Charaderizing ^1 be- 
loved Places, or thofe diftinguifh'd by a memorable £vent| 
was pointed out by a large Stone^ or a Pillar raifed upon it. 
To this Place Families, and when the Concern was gene- 
ral. Multitudes repaired every Year, where, upon this Stone, 
were made Libations of Wine, Oil, Honey and Flour ; and 
here they facrificed and eat in common, having iirft made a 
Trench in which they burnt the Intrails of the Vidim, and 
into which the Libation and the Blood was made to flow. 
They began with thanking God for having given them Life^ 
and providing their neceflary Food ; and then praifed him 
for the good Examples they had been favoured with. From 
thefe melancholly Rites were banifh'd all Licentioufnefs and 
Levity, and while other Cuftoms chang'd, thefe continued 
the fame. They roafted the Flefh of the Vi£tim they had 
ofFer'd, and eat it in common, difcourfmg on the Virtues of 
him they came to lament. j 

All other Feafts were diftinguiflied by Names fuitable to ' 
the Ceremonies that atuuded \ilkv«ta% t\x^fe'£>Mv^iSi Mset- 
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ings were fimply call'J the Mams, that is, the Aflembly. 
Thus the Manes and the Dead were Words that became fyno- 
uymous. In thefe Meetings, they imagiJicd that they re- 
newed their Alliance with the deceafed, who, they fuppos'd 
had ftill a Regard for the Contsfrns of their Country and 
pamily, and who, as afFe£tionate Spirits, could do no lefs 
than inform them of whatever was neceffary for them to 
know. Thus the Funerals of the Dead were at laft con- 
verted into Methods of Divination, and an innocent Infti- 
tution, into one of the groffeit Pieces of Folly and Super- 
ftition. 

But they did not flop here; they grew fo extravagantly 
credulous, as to believe that the Phantom drank the Liba- 
tions that had been poured forth, while the Relations were 
feafting on the reft of the Sacrifice round the Pit • And from 
hence became apprehenfive left the reft of the Dead fliould 
promifcuoufly throng about this Spot to get a Share in the 
Repaft they were fuppofed to be fo fond of, and leave no- 
thing for the dear Spirit for whom the Feaft was intended. 
They then made two Pits or Ditches, into one of which 
they put Wine, Honey, Water and Flour, to employ the 
generality of the Dead ; and in the other they poured the 
Blood of the ViiSim ; when fitting down on the Brink, they 
kept oif, by the Sighi of their Swords, the Crowd of Dead 
who had no Concern in their Affairs, while they called him 
by Name, whom they hr.d a Mind to chear and confult, and 
defired him to draw near ( t ). 

The Queftions made by the Living were very inteiligiblej 
but the Anfwers of the Dead, as they confifted of Silence, 
were not fo eafily uiiderftood, and tlierefore the Priefts and 
Magicians made it their Bufmers to explain them. They 
retired into deep Caves, where the Darknefs and Silence 

(i) Hamir givn ihe Time Account o[ tbefe Ceremonies, when Vlyjii 
raifej ihe Soul of Ttrcjiai ; and iho (»mi Ufages are found in [lie Poem Ot 
•Siliui Ilalicm. Aod to tflofc Ceremonies (he Sccipturei frequently allude, 
^irbtaOm JJraclira are Cotb'vi loalTenililcajon tiv^'n?U<;», 
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refembled the State of Death, and there failed and lay upon 
the Skins of the Beafts they had facrificed, and then gave 
for Anfwer the Dream which moft afFedled them ; or openVJ 
certain Books appointed for this Porpofe, and gave for 
Anfwer the firft Sentencetthat offer'd. At other Times the 
Prieft, or any Perfon who came to confult, took Care at 
his going out of the Cave, to liften to the firft Words he 
fhould hear, and thefe were to be his Anfwer. And though 
they had no relation to the Bufinefs iii Hand, they were 
turn'd fo many Ways, and their Senfe fo violently wrefted, 
that they made them fignify almoft any Thing they pleafed. 
At other Times they had recourfe to a Number of Tickets, 
on which were fome Words or Verfes, and thefe being 
thrown into an Urn, the firft that was t^ken out was deli ver'd 
to the Family. 

IV. G/ A U G U R Y. 

TH E fuperftitious Fondnefs of Mankind, for fearch- 
ing into Futurity, has given Rife to a vaft Variety of 
Follies, all equally weak and extravagant. The Romans^ in 
particular, found out almoft innumerable Ways of Divina- 
tion > all Nature had a Voice, and the moft fenfeleis Beings, 
and moft trifling Accidents, became Prefages of future 
Events, and foretold Things to come. This, introduced 
Ceremonies, founded on a miftaken Knowledge of Anti- 
quity, that were the moft childifti and ridiculous, and which 
yet were performed with an Air of Solemnity, The Per- 
fons appointed to unravel the Decrees of Heaven, were thofc 
of the moft refpedlablc Charafters, and the higheft Stations, 
who received great Honour from the Privilege of exercifing 
this Oflice. 

Ciceroy who was perfeftly fenfible of tl^e Folly of thefe 

Pradtices, relates a Saying of Cato^ who declared, that one 

of the moft furprifing Things to him was, how one Sooth- 

^yer could look another in the Face without laughing j and 

indeed that Prieft muft hiVve a tuTp\*\f\tv%^ Gouvmaiid of him- 
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^If who could avoid fmiling whenever he faw his Colleagues 
walitirg wilh a grave and flateiy Air, and holding up the 
augural Staff, to determiiie the Limits beyond which every 
Thing ceafed to be prophetical. 

It has already been obrerved, that Birds, on account of 
their Swiftncfs in flying, were confidered by the Egyptians as 
the Symbols of ihe Winds; and that Figures of particular 
Species of Fowl, were fet up to denote the Time when the 
near Approach of a periodical Wind was expected, From 
hence, before they undertook any Thiog of Confequence, 
as Sowing, Planting, or putting out to Sea, it was ufual for 
them to fay (1), Lci as con/uli the Bhdi, meaning the Signs 
fix'd up to give them the necelTary Informations they then 
Hood in Need of. By doing this they knew how to regulate 
their Conduft ; and it frequently happened, that when this 
Precaution was omitted, they had Reafon to reproach them- 
felves for their Negleift. From hence Mankind miftaking 
their Meaning, and retaining the Phrafe, Lci m tonfuli ihe 
Birdi, and perhaps hearing old Stories repeated of the Ad- 
vantages fuch and fuch Perfons had received, by confulting 
ihem in a critical Moment, when the Periodical Wind 
would have ruin'J their Affairs, they began to conceive an 
Opinion, that the Fowl which (kim through the Air, were 
fo many Meflengers fent from the Gods, to inform them of 
future Events, and to warn them againft any Difafterous 
Undertaking, From hence they took Notice of their Flight, 
and from their different Manner of Flying prognoflicated 
good or bad Omens. The Birds were inftantly grown 
wonderous wife, and an Owl who hates the Light, could 
not pafs by the Window of a fick Perfon in the Night, 
where he was offended by the Light of a Lamp or a Candle, 
but his hooting mufl be confidered as prophecying, that 
the Life of the poor Man was nearly at an End. 

The Place where thefe Auguries were taken amongft the 

Remtiiii, was commonly upon an Eminence ; they were pro- 

^Lfa; Le PIiKbi'i, Hill, of the Heavens, Vd\. \, v- '^'•f 
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hibitcd after the Month of J^«g''Jf, becaufe that was ihe 
Time for the moulting of Birds, nor were they permitted on 
the Ware of the Moon, nor at any Time in the Afternoon, 
or when the Air was the leall difturb'd by Winds or Clouds. 

When all the previous Ceremonies were performed, the 
Augur cl oath' d in his Robe, and holding his augural StaiFia 
his Right-Hand, fat down at the Door of his Tent, look'd 
round him, then marked out the Divifiona of the Heavens 
with his Staff, drew a Line from Eaft to Weft, and another 
from North to South, and then offer'd up his Sacrilice. A 
fliort Prayer, the Form of which may be fufficiently fecn, in 
that offer'd to Jupiter, at the Eleflion of Numa Psmfiliiu, 
which was as follows : " O Father Jupiter^ if St be thy Will, 
" that this JVuHia Pompiliui, on whofe Head I have laid my 
" Hand, ftiould be King of Rcmt, grant that there be deaf 
" and unerring Signs, within the Bounds I have defcribed." 
The Prayer being thus ended, the Prieft turn'd to the Right 
and Left, and to whatever Point the Birds direiStcd their 
Flight, in order to determine from thence, whether the God 
approved or rejected the Choice. 

The Veneration which the Ramans entertained for this 
Ceremonial of their Religion, made them attend the Refult 
of the Augury with the moft profound Silence, and the Af- 
fair was no fooner determined, than the Augur repotted his 
Dccifion by faying, 7be Birds appmi/i, or Tin Birds difapfrmH 
it. However, notwithflanding the Augury might befavoo* 
rablc, the Enlerprize was fometimes deferr'd, till they fifl; 
cied it confirm'd by a new Sign. 

But of all the Signs which happened in the Air, the moft 
infallible was that of Thunder and Lightening, efpecially if 
it happened to be fair Weather. If it came on the Right- 
Hand it was a bad Omen, but if on the Left a good one, 
becaufe, according to Danaius, all Appearances on that Side 
were fuppofed to proceed from the Right-Hand of the Gods. 

Let us now take a View of the facred Chickens ; for an 
Examinauon inf) the Mani\ei yi xWvv i.'iVm'i,^^\«CQca that 
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^is offer'd them, was the moft common Method of taki 
the Augury. And indeed the Ramans had fuch Faith in the 
Myfteries contain'd iii their Manner of Feeding, that they 
hardly ever undertook any important Affair without firlt ad- 
vifing with them. Generals fent for them to the Field, and 
confulted them before they ventur'd to engage the Enemy, 
and if the Omen was unfavourable, they immediately dc- 
fifted from their Enterprize. The facred Chickens were 
kept in a Coop or Penn, and entrufted to the Care of a 
Pcrfon who, on Account of his Office, was called Puliariui. 
The Augur, after having commanded Silence, order'd the 
Penn to be open'd, and threw upon the Ground a handful 
of Corn. If the Chickens inftantly leap'd out of the Penn, 
and peck'd up the Corn with fuch Eagernefs as to let fomc 
of it fall from their Beaks, the Augury was called TV/pn^/nm, 
or, Tripudiatn Satipmum, from its ftriking the Earth, and 
Iwas efteem'd a moil aufpicious Omen ; but if they did not 
immediately run to the Corn, if they flew away, if they 
walked by it without minding it, or if they fcatter'd it abroad 
with their Wings, it portended Danger and ill Succefs- 
Thus the Fate of the grcateft Undertakings, and even the 
Fall of Cities and Kingdoms, was thought to depend on the 
Appetite of a few Chickens. 

Obfervations were alfo taken from the Chattering, Sing- 
ing, or Hooting of Crows, Pies. Owls, (jSc. and from the 
Running of Bealts, as Heifers, Afies, Rams, Hares, Wolves, 
Foxes, Weefels, and Mice, when thefe appeared in uncom- 
mon Places, crofa'd the Way, or run to the Right or Left, 
i^c. They alfo pretended to draw a good or bad Omen 
from the moft common and trifling Adiions or Occurrences 
of Life, as Sneezing. Stumbling, Starting, the Numbnefs 
of the little Finger, the Tingling of the Ear, the Spiiling 
of Salt upon the Table, or Wine upon one's Cloaths, the 
accidental Meeting of a Bitch with Whelp, (Se. It was alfo 
the Bufinefs of the Augurs to interpret Dreams, Qic^ia,.! 
a/jd I'rudigies. 
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The College of Augurs, as firft inftituted at Rofhs bf 
Romulus, was only compofed of three Perfons* taken front 
the three Tribes> into which all the Inhabitants of the City 
were divided; but feveral others were afterwards added, and 
at laft, according to a Regulation of Scylla^ this College con- 
fifted of fifteen Perfons, all of the firft Diftinftion, the el- 
deft of whom was called the Matter of the College j " It 
** was a Priefthood. for Life, of a Charafler indelible, which 
** no Crime or Forfeiture could efface; it was necefTary that 
^^ every Candidate fhould be nominated to the People by 
*' two Augun, who gave a folemn Teftimony upon Oath, 
*• of his Dignity and fitnefs for that Office ( 3 ) ." The greateft 
JPrecautions were indeed taken in this £le£lion ; for as they 
wereinvefted with fuch extraordinary Privileges, none were 
qualified but Perfons of a blamelefs Life, and free from all 
perfonal Defefls. The Senate could afTemble in no Place 
but what they had confecrated. They frequently occafion'd 
the difplacing of Magiftrates, and the deferring of publick 
AfTemblies ; •* But the Senate, at laft, confidering that fuch 
•' an unlimited Power was capable of authorifing a Number 
** of Abufes, decreed that they fhould not have it in their 
** Power to adjourn any AfTembly that had beeo legally con- 
** vened (4)." 

Nothing can be more aftonifhing, than to find fo wife a 
People as the Romans addifted to fuch Childifh Fooleries. 
Scipio^ Augufius^ and many others, have, without any fatal 
Confequence, defpifed the Chickens and the other Arts of 
Divination : But when the Generals mifcarried in any En- 
terprize, the People laid the whole Blame on the HeedlefTnefe 
with which they had been confulted, and if he had entirely 
negleded confulting them, all the Blame was thrown upon 
him who had preferred his ovirn Forecaft to that of the Fowls, 
while thofe who made thefe Kinds of Predidions a Subject 
of Railery, were accounted impious and prophane. Thus 

(2) MiddUton*% Life of Cicero* ^ 

{^) Banier^% Mythology, Yg\, \. v» ^^^« 
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they conftrued as a Puniftimen t from the Gods the Dereat of 
ClauMui Pulcher^ who when the I'acrcd Chickens refufed to 
eat what was fee before them, ordered them to be thrown 
into the Sea ; If ibij ivta't tal, faid he, theyjhali irink. 1 

II. O/" Mi" A R U S P 1 C E s. I 

IN the moft early Ages of the World a Senfe of Piety, 
and a Regard to Decency, had introduced a CuHom o'' 
never facrificing to him, who gave them all their Bleflingj, 
any but the foundeft, the moft fat and beautiful Victims. 
They were examined with the dofeft and moft exaift Atten- 
tion, that none might be offered but the moft perfetS. This 
Ceremonial, which doubtlefs fprang at firft from Gratitude, 
and fome natural Ideas of I'itnefs and Propriety, at laft de- 
generated Into trifling Niceties and fuperftitious Ceremonies, 
which they conceived to be of the utmoft Importance, and 
even commanded by the Deity. And it having been once 
imagined, that nothing was to be expeded from the Goda, 
when the Viiitim was imperfect, the Idea of Perfedlion was 
united with Abundance of trivial Circumftancesj fuch a 
Deity was fond of white Vidiims, others of black, and 
others of red. The Intrails were examined with peculiar 
Care, and the whole Ceremony was imagined to be entirely 
ufelefi. if the leaft Defedt was difcovered ; but, on the other 
Hand, if the Whole was without BlemiOi, their Duties 
were fuIfUl'd, and under an Affurancc that they had engaged 
the Gods to be on their Side, they engaged in War, and in 
the moll hazardous Undenakirgs, with fuch a Confidence 
of Succefs, as h.ad the greateft l^ndency to procure it. 

The Idea of the Neceflity of this I'erfedtion naturally 
increafed, as foon as it was believed to be an infallible 
Means of faiisfying ihc Gods, and procuring their Affiftance 
and Protedion ; and this introduced their calling in the Af- 
filtance of thote who Ihould aid the Prieit in his Office, and 
make it their Bulinefs to iludy all the Rules nccellar>( to be 
diL>ierved' lo avoid the ill Contcqueivcca Xlft'as. tKv^^.'M*^^^ 
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the flighted Miftake. Thcfe introduced all die Obfervanccs 
that followed ; the Rules were obferved merely for the fake 
of the Predi£):jon they were to draw from them, they had no 
longer any Connection with the pious Motives that had firft 
inftituted them 5 and it became their grand Principle, that 
the Perfection, or Defeats of the outward and inward Parts* 
was a Mark of the Confent or Difapprobation of the Gods. 
All the Motions of the Vidim that was led to the Altar 
became fo many Prophecies. If he advanced with an eafy 
Air in a ftrait Line, and without offering Refiftance, if he 
made no extraordinary Bellowing when he received the 
Blow, if he did not get loofe from the Pcrfon that lead him 
to the Slaughter, .it was a Prognoftick of an eafy and flow- 
ing Succefs. 

The ViSim was knockM down, but before its Belly was 
ripp'd open, one of the Lobes of the Liver was allotted to 
thofe who ofFer*d the Sacrifice, and the other to the Enemies 
of the State. That which was neither blemifh^d nor wi- 
ther'd, of a bright red, and neither larger nor fmaller than 
it ought to be, prognofticated great Profperity to thofe for 
whom it was fet apart; that which was livid, fmall, or cor- 
rupted, prefaged the mofl fatal Mifchiefs. 

The next Thing to be confidered was the Heart, which 
was alfo examined with the utmofl Care, as was the Spleen, 
the Gall, and the Lungs ; and if any of thefe were let fall, 
if they fmelt rank, or were bloated, livid, or withered, it 
prefaged nothing but Misfortunes. Lucan has elegantly de- 
fcribed almofl all thefe Imperfedions, as meeting in one 
Vidim. 

The Livtr *wet with putrid Streams be Jpfd^ 
And Veins that threatened on the hoftile Side ; 
Part of the heaving Lungs is no ivhere/ound, 
jind thinner Films the fevered Entrails hound i 
No ufual Motion Jiirs the panting Hearty 
7ke cbinky Vejfeh ouze in evry Part: 

The 
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7lii Caw/, -uihert ivrapt the clatt laltfiinii lit^ 
Bilrayi ill dark Reteffis la tbt Ejc. 
Out Prodigy fupmer ibrtsloCdftHl, 

»1b, nrvir failing Harbingtr of HI: 
la ! By thefibrott, Liver's rifmg Hied, 
^- Aftcmd Ri-vai Pnniineirei it ffrtai. 
Rowe's Lucan. 

After they had finifh'd their Examination of the Entrails, 
the Fire was kindled, and from this alfo they drew feveral 
Prefages. If the Flame was clear, if it mounted up without 
dividmg, and went not out til! the Victim was entirely con- 
fumed, thiswasaProof that the Sacrifice was accepted ; but 
if they found it difficult to kindle the Fire, if the Flame di* 
vided, if it play'd around infteid of Uking hold of the Vic- 
tim, if it burnt ill, or went out, it was a bad Omen. 

At iJooif the Arufpices were always chofen from the beft 
Families, and as their Employment was of the fame Nature 
as the Augurs, they were as much honour'd. It was a very 
common Thing indeed to fee their Predidtions verified by 
the Event, efpecially in their Wars : Nor ia this at all won- 
derful, the Prediftion never lull'd them into Security, or 
prevented their taking every necelTary Precaution i but on the 
contrary, tlie AiTurance of ViiSory infpired that Intrepidity 
and high Courage, which in the common Soldiers was the 
principal Thing neceflary to the Attainment of it. But if 
after the Appearance of a complete Favour from the Gods, 
whom they had addrefs'd, their AiFairs happened to mif- 
carry, the Blame was laid on fomc other Deity. Juno 01 
Jtf/ii/r^a had been neglected. They facrificed to them, re- 
covered their Spirits, and behaved with greater Precaution. 

However, the Bufinefs of the Arufpices was not reftraincd 
to the Altars and Sacrifices, they had an equal Right to ex- 
plain ail other Portents. The Senate frequently confulted 
tbcm on the moft extraordinary Prodigies. 
^ ' O z *: 'Vb* , 
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•' The OJIegc of the Arufpices (5), as wdl as thofe of 
^^ the other religious Orders, bad their particular Regifters 
*^ and Records, fuch as the Memorials of Thunder 9ad 
;* Lightnings, the (6) ^»/MiiHiftories, fcfr,-' 

VI. (y Oracles. 

IT is very evident, that whatever were the politic Rca* 
fons that induced the wifeft Nations to continue and en- 
courage the above Super (lit ions, which were but little regar-*. 
ded by fonmeof the moft learned andfenfibleMen amongthenij^ 
yet they all originally arofe from the loiperfection of human 
Nature, the Diilatisfaqtion which a Man frequently finds 
in the Enjoyment of the prefent Moment, the Eagernel^ 
with which his Hopes and Fears ftretch forwards into Futu- 
rity, a Pof&bility of regulating his Conduct, by knowing 
what would be the Refult of particular Actions, added to 
that Curiofity and inquifitive Difpofition, which adheres to 
the Minds of the greateft Part of Mankind. Thefe pre- 
pared the Way for all the various Methods, yrhich Super* 
ftition has pointed out for difcot'ering future Events. This 
Weaknefs paved the Way for the ridiculous Extravagancies 
of Aftrology, Magic, the innumerable little Obfervances 
rank'd under the Ideas of Prodigies, good and ill Omens^ 
all the Whimfies of the Augurs and Arufpices, and all the 
Delufions of the Grades. 

(5) Kennett*s Rom. Antiq. Lib. II. c. 4. 

(6) Romulus, who founded the Inftitution of the Arqfpicet, borroiw*4 
it from the Tufcans, to whom the Senate afterwarfls fent twelve of the 
Sons of the principal Nobility to b« in(lru€led in thefe Myfteries, and the 
other Ceremonies of their Religion. The Origin of this Art amongft thi 
People of TufcanVf is related by Cicero in the following Manner ; " A 
" Peafant, (ays ne, ploughing in the Field, his PIowAiare running pretty 
** deep in the Earth tum'd up a Clod, from whence fprung a Child, who 
" taught him and the other Tyfians the Art of Divination.** See Cicero 
^e Div. L. 2. This Fable undoubtedly means no more, than that this 
Child faid to fpring from a Clod of Earth , was a Youth of a very mean 
and obfcure Birth, and that frocn him the Tufcans learnt this Method of 
Divioation, But it is not known whether ne was the Author of it> or 
whethtr he Jearnt it of iUe Greeks^ -o\ ^\Va« '\^«\\om« 
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Thus Mankind, by endeavouring to become fomething 
more than Man, have in all Ages rend er'd them lei ves un- 
happy, fubjeiSt lo groundlefs Fears, and cndiefs Inquietudes. 
The Knowledge of Fulurity was wifely concealed from 
Mortals: '1 his is a Truth tliat the Heathens themfelveg 
could not but confefa ; and Cicero though a RcBum, though an 
Augur gives us his Sentiments on this Subject, wiih that 
affecting Elegance of Exp. eflion, which fhews that he fpoke 
the naked Sentiments of hia Heart, " In wlivit a deep Mc- 
*' lancholy, fays he, had Priam (pent the Remainder of 
" his Days, had he been fenfible of the unhappy Fate that 
" awaited him ? Would the three Confulftiips, the three 
'* Triumphs of /'om;'?^, have given him the fmalleft Beam 
" of Joy, had he been able to forcfce, what even we cannot 
" mention without Tears, that on a fatal Day, after the 
" Lofs of a Battle, and the total Defeat of his Army, he 
♦• Ihould fall in the Defarts of Egjfi P And oh! What 
" would Cir/ar have thought, if he too had been fenfibJe, 
" that in the midft of that very Senate, which he had com- 
" pofed of his Friends and his Creatures, he fliould be 
** ftabb'd near the Siaiue of Pamjiry, in the Sight of his 
*' Guards, and cover'd with Wounds by his beft Friends j 
" that his Body would be abandoned, and not a Man dare 
*• to affift him. It is furely then much better to be ignorant 
*' of the Evils of Futurity than to know them-" 

The Egyptian!, one of the moft inquifitive Nations Oh 
Earth, were probably vcrfed in moft of the above Me- 
thods of Divination, at the Time when Mifis led the I/rai^ 
iiifi into the Wildernefs. They had frequently heard him 
talk of confulting his God ; they had feen him go out for 
this Purpofe, and at his Return, had heard him prediiS 
Things that were fpeedily to corneto paff, and the Event al- 
ways anfwer'd to what he had foretold. They were terrified 
by miraculous Events, which as they were above the Power 
of Man to perform, they probably confidered them only 
Bu liun^Pluenoniena inNatuie, oi\tv¥ta'4A&n^t:i'«NA^^'^^ 
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by his Knowledge in Aftrology, or fome of the other ^t^ 

of Divination was enabled to forefee, and which he was 
willing to impofe upon them, as a Proof of his afling under 
the Authority and Influence of Heaven. Filled with thefe 
Ideas, no fooncr was the Effect of one Prediction over, than 
they relapfed into Scepticifm and a fond Security ; but at laft, 
wearied out by their Suffering?, and in fome meafure con- 
vinced in Spite of themfelves, they relinquifh'd the Ad- 
vantage they rcap'd from the Slavery of the Ifraelites, and 
gave them Permiifion to retire out of the Country; but 
finding that they had efcaped the Power of a formidable 
Army, and had miraculoufly crofs'd the Red Sea in Safety, 
while the King and all his Forces were drown'd, they were 
probably conquer'd by the Strergth ot" the Conviction, and 
convinced that the whole was miraculous, and that God re- 
ally condefcended to foretel Things to come; and that had 
their Priefts confulted him in the fame Manner Msfii had 
done, all the Evils that had fallen upon them might have 
been prevented. The Priefls were then doubtlefs reproach'd 
for their Negligence, when to fatisfy the Defires of the Peo- 
ple, they might be oblig'd to confult their Gods upon the 
Mountains, their ufual Places of Worfhip, and to fupport 
their Credit with the People by pretended Revelations. 

It is not improbable but that this might be the tirft Rife of 
Oracles, as the moving Temple or Tabernacle of the JJrat- 
litti, in which God was confulted, might fpread the Opi- 
nion of Oracles amongfl the Neighbouring Nations, and 
give the firft Intimation of building a Temple. The Pricfts 
and Magi, who were utterly unacquainted with the Methods 
and Ceremonials neceffary to ob:ain an Anfwer to their Pe- 
titions, had recourle to feveral Methods, which ferved at 
once to amufc the People, to infpirc them with the Idea of 
their extraordinary Penetration, and to give the Air of Sci- 
ence to the Art of interpreting the Will of the Gods; 
which they almoft always took Care to expicfs in fuch am- 
I bi^uous Terms, as to pievent atv^ Q\&vDnsi\K tAV^vN^ uipoii 
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eir Order, by a Contrariety between the Event and the 

Predidion. 

Of all the Nations upon Earth, Gmci was the moft fa- 
mous for Grades, and fome of their wifeft Men have endea- 
voured to vindicate them upon folid Principles, and refin'd 
Reafonings. Xtnophan expatiates on the Neceifity of confult- 
ing the Gods by Augurs and Oracles. He reprefents Man 
as naturally ignorant of what is advantageous or deftrutSlive 
tohimfelf; that he is fo far from being able to penetrate into 
the future, that the prefcnt itfelf efcapes him ; that his De- 
ftgns may be fruffrjced by the flighted Objeilsj that the 
Deity alone, to whom all Ages are prefent, can impart to 
him the infallible Knowledge of Futurity; that no other 
Being can give Succefs to his Enterprizes, and that it is 
highly reafonable to believe that he will guide and protect 
thofe who adore him with a pure Affeiftion, who call upon 
him, and confult him with a fincere and humble Refigna- 
tion. How furprifing is it that fuch refined and noble Prin- 
ciples fiiould be brought to defend the moft puerile and ab- 
furd Opinions! For what Arguments can vindicate their 
prefuming to interrogate (he moft high, and oblige him to 
give Anfwers concerning every idle Imagination and unjuft 
Enterprize. 

Oracles were thought by the Greiii to proceed in" a 
more immediate Manner from God than the other Arts of 
Divination, and on this Account fcarce any Peace was con- 
cluded, any War engaged in, any new Laws enacted, or 
any new Form of Government inilituted without corfuhing 
Oracles. And therefore Minsi, to give his Laws a proper 
Weight with the People, gave them the Veneration of a 
divine Sanflion, and pretended to receive from 7i.^(V(r In- 
flruflions how to new Model his Government. And 
LyeutgKi made frequent Vifits to the Delphian Or.icle, that 
the People might entertain a Belief, that he received from 
Jfolh the Platform which he afterwards commui\i.<.MsAwi 
the SfarJani, Thcfe pioua Frauds -VVX. an ^S^feXxiA Vwas* 
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t( eftaUifiiing the Authority of Law% and engaging the 
People to a Compliance with the Will of the Law-giver. 
Perfons thus inipired were frequently^ thought worthy of the 
htgheft TVuft, fo that they were fom^dfnes advanced to regal 
Power, from a Perfuafion •' That as they were admitted to 
** the Couniels of the Gods, they were heft able to provide 
^ for the Safety and Wdfiare of Man ( i )**' ' 

This high Veneration for the Priefts of the Oracles, being 
Ae flrongeft Confirmaiion, that their Credit was thoroughly 
cftablifiied, they fulS^ed none to confujt the Gods, but thofe 
who brought Sacrifices and ricih Prefents to them ; by this 
Means few, b^fides the great, were ever admitted. This 
Proceeding ferved at once to enrich the Prieilsy and to raife 
the Charader of the Oracles amongft the Populace, who are 
always apt to defpife what they are too familiarly acquainted 
with : Nor were the Rich, on even the greateft Prince ad- 
mitted, except at thofe particular Times when the God 
was in a Difpofition to be confulted. 

One of the moft antient Oracles of which we have re- 
ceived any particular Account was, that of Jupiter at Dodona^ 
a City faid to be built by Dtucalion after that famous Deluge 
which bears his Name^ and which defboy'd the greateft 
Part of Greece. It was fituated in Epirusy and here was built 
the firft Temple that ever was feen in Greece. According to 
U^odetHSt both this and the Oracle of Jupiter Mammon had 
.iSait fame Original, and both owed their Inftitution to the 
£gyfiians. The Rife of thia Oracle is indeed wrapped up 
in Fable. Two Pigeons« fay they, flying from TJheies hi 
Mgyptf one of them fettled in Lyhia, and the other flew as 
far as the Foreft of Dodgtia, a Province in Epirus, where fit- 
ting in ao Oak (be informed the Inhabitants of the Country, 
dut it was the Will of Jupiter that an Oracle (hould be 
founded in that Place. Herodotus gives two Accounts of the 
Rife of this Oracle, one of which clears up the Myftery of 

^t) Potter*% Antiqui^lei ol Qittct> Vc\%V ij. ^^v ** 



APPENDIX. 

this Fable. He tells us, that lie was informed by the Priefta 
of 7«pit€r, at Tbibc! in Egjpi, that fome Ph^nician Mer- 
chants carried off two I'ricftcfles of Thebti, that one was 
carried into Greece, and the other into Lybia. She who was 
carried into Greece, took up her Refidence in the Foreft of 
Dedona, and there, at the Foot of an Oak, erected a fmall 
Cha|)cl in Honour of Jafiier, whofe Prieliefs fhe had been 
atntiei fij. 

We learn from Sewiw (3), that the Will of Heaven was 
here exp!ained by an old Woman, who pretended to find"' 
out a Meaning to explain the Murmurs of a Brook that 
flowed from the Foot of the Oak. After this, another Mc* 
thod was taken, attended with more Formalities} Brazen 
Kettles were fufpeuded in the Air, with a Statue of the fame 
Metal, witii a Whiii in his Hand (4) ; this Figure, when 
moved by the Wind, ftruck againft the Kettle that was next 
it, whitli alfo caufing all the other Kettles to llrikc againft 
each other, raifcd a clattering Din, which continued for 
fome Time, and from ihefe Sounds fhe formed her Predic- 
tions. 

Both thcfe Ways were equally abfurd, for as in each the 
Anfwer depended folely on the Invention of the Prieftefs, 
fhe alone was the Oracle. SuiJai informs us, that the An- 
fwer wa5 given by an Oak in this Foreft (j), and as it was 
generally believed to proceed from the Trunk, it is eafy to 
conceive how this was perfocm'd ; for the Prieftefs ,had no- 
thing more to do than to hide herfelf in the hgllow of an old 

(1) The Abbe Silliir cakci this Fable to be built upon ihe double Mean- 
ing of llie WdkI grtAiif,,, ^,!,ic{, in ^,;„ md reveal other Part) of 
Grmi fignifies I'igBons, while in the Dialeft <i{ Epirus it meant old Wo- 
men. See Mem. -*.jd. Btlh Ultra, Vol. j. p. 35- 

(3) 5(.i//Hi m-i.JEa.V. 46S, 

(4) Ai tills was evidently a Fipiro of Opii, which *aa on particular 
Occarioni rcpterentcri with a Whip in bit Hand, ;t is an additional Proof 
iliit iliit Oracle was derived fiom Egypi. 

[5] From henco came ibe Origin of the Fable, that the Maft of the Ship 
At^e, which wai cut in thli Forell, gave Onisles 10 the Jrganiiuii. B,iniir, 
1*01. 2. P- M». 
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Oak, and from thence to give the pretended Senfe of the 
Oracle, which fhe might the more eafily do, as the Diftance 
the Suppliant was obliged to keep, was an efFe6tual Means 
to prevent the Cheat from being difcovered. 

There is one remarkable Circumftance relating to this 
Oracle yet remaining, and that is, that while all the other 
Nations received their Anfwer from a Woman, the B^eoiians 
alone received it from a Man, and the Reafon given for it 
is as follows : During the War between the Tbradam and 
Saotians^ the latter fent Deputies to confult this Oracle of 
Dodonoy when the Prieftefs gave them this Anfwer, of which 
fhe dbubtlefs did not forefee the Confequence, If you ^wuld 
nuet tvitb Succefs^ you mufi he guilty offomt impious Adion. The 
Deputies no Doubt furpriz'd, and perhaps exafperated, by 
imagining that the Prieftefs prevaricated with them in order 
to pleafe the Pelafgi, from whom (he was defcended, and 
who were in a ftri£t Alliance with the Thracians, refolved to 
fulfil the Decree of the Oracle ; and therefore feizing the 
Prieftefe burnt her alive; alledging, that this Adion was juf- 
tifiable in whatever Light it was confider'd, that if {he in- 
tended to deceive them it was fit (he (hould be punifhed for 
the Deceit; or, if fhe was fincere, they had only literally 
fulfilled the Senfe of the Oracle. The two remaining Prie- 
fteffes (for, according to Straboy the Oracle at that Time had 
ofually Three) highly exafperated at this Cruelty, caufed 
them to be feized, and as they were to be their Judges, the 
Deputies pleaded the Illegality of their being tried by Wo- 
men. The Juftice of this Plea was admitted by the People, 
who allowed two Priefts to try them in Conjunction with 
the Priefteffes, on which being acquitted by the former, and 
condemned by the latter, the Votes being equal they were 
releafed. For this Reafon the ^^^o/ww for the future, re- 
ceived their Anfwersfrom the Priefts. 

The Oracle of Jupiter Hammon in Lybia^ we have already 

fkid, was derived from Egypt, and is of the fame Antiquity 

Sis the foJVner of Dodona^ ^ l\vou^ tax\Q^>stfkd•bY a large 
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^■I?rra£l of burning Sands, was extremely famous- ■ TTiiff' 
Oracle gave his Anfwers not by Words, but by a Sign. 
His Statue was carried about in a giliJed Barge on the Shoul- 
ders of tiis Prieits, who moved whiiherfoever they pretended 
the Impulfe of the God directed them. The Statue was 
adorned with precious Stones, and the Barge with many 
iilver Goblets hanging on either Side; and thefe Proceffions 
were accompanied with a Troop of Matrons and Virgins 
■finging Hymns in Honour of Jupiter. Thcfe Pricfts re- 
futed the Bribes offered them by Lyfandir, wiio wanted their 
Afliftance to help him to change the Succeflion to the Throne 
of Sparta. HowEVcr, they were not fo Icrupulous when 
JUxander, either to gratily his Vanity, or to fcreen the Re- 
putation of his Mother, took that painful March through 
the Defarls of Lybia, in order to obtain the Honour of being 
caJIed the Son of Jupiter, a Prieft flood ready to receive 
, him, and faluted him with the Title of Son of the King »/ 

The Oracle of Jpalh at Dilphet was one of the raoft fe- 
mous in all Antiquity. This City flood upon a Declivity 

about tlie Middle of Mount Perna^us; it wasbuilton a finaU 
Extent of even Ground, and furrounded with Precipices, 
that fortified it without the Help of Art |6). DiaJarut SinJuj 
relates (7I a Tradition of a very whimfical Nature, which 
was faid to give Rife to this Oracle. Theie was a Hole in 
one of the Valleys at the Foot of Pamafui, the Mouth of 
which was very ftrait; the Goats that were feeding at no 
great Diftance coming near it, began to ftip andi frilk about 
In fuch a Manner, that the Goat-herd being ftruck with 
Surprize, came up to the Place, and leaning over it was 
feiz'd with fuch an Enthufiaflic Impuife, or temporary Mad- 
nefs, as prompted him to utter fome extravagant Expreflions 
which pafs'd for Prophecies. The RepoH of this extraordi- 

(6) Su^i. p. 177. I 

[T) Lib. 14. pr 4»7, ^iK. ■ 

^^(8) Dieil, 4, 1. 
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nary Event drew thither the Neighbouring People, who on 
approaching the Hole were feiz'd with the fame Tranfports. 
Surprized at fo aftonifliing a Prodigy, die Cavity was no 
longer approach'd without Reverence. The Exhalation 
was concluded to have fomething divine In it, they imagined 
it proceeded from fome friendly Deity, and from that Time 
bellowed a particular Worlhip on the Divinity of the Place, 
and regarded what was delivered in thefe Fits of Madnefs as 
Predictions, and here the]|f afterwards built the City and 
Temple of De/fJbos. \ : £..; -- 

This Oracle it was'preteniled liad been poffefs'd by feveral 
fucceffive Deities, and at laft by Apott^who rais'd its Repu- 
tation to the greateft Height. It was r^rted to by Perfons 
of all Stations, by which it obtained immoi/e Riches, which 
expofed it to be frequently plunder'd. . At vfirft it is faid the 
God inipired all indiflFerently who approach'd the Cavern \ 
but fome having 4n this fit of Madnefs thrown themfelves 
into the Gulf, they thought fit to choofe a Prieftefs, and to 
fet over the Hole a Tripos, or three-legged Stool, whence 
fhe might without Danger catch the Exhalations ; and this 
Prieftefs was call'd Pythia^ from the Serpent Python, flain 
by Apollo. For a long Time none but Virgins pofTefTed this 
Honour, till a young ^hejfaliati^ called Ecbecitates^ falling in 
Love with the P^riefteis, who was at that ^['iji^e.very beauti- 
ful, ravifh'd herj when to prevent any fihiiik^.fA the like 
Kind for the futur^, the Citizens made a law to prohibit any 
Woman being chofen under fifty Years old; At firft they 
had only one Prieftefs, but afterwards they had two or three. 

The Oracles wer$; not delivered every Day j but the Sa- 
crifices were repeated till the God was plpafed to deliver 
them, which frequently happened only one Day in the Year, 
at all other Times the Prieftefs was forbid to confult the 
God under Pain of Death. Alexander coming here in one of 
tliefe Intervals, after many Entreaties to engage the Prieftefs 
to mount the IVipod, which were all to no Purpofe, flie 
jrRC/2tiouing the Law whvcVi d^t^ti'dVv^r^ the Prince^rowing 
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^Tripatient at her Retufal, drew her by Force from her Cell, ^^ 
and was leading her to the San<Suary, when faying Jl^ Smrj 
/6«« art in%-int'iblt, he cry'tl out that he was fatislicd, and 
needed no other Anfwer. 

Nothing was wanting to keep up the Air of Myftery, in 
order to |ireferve its Rejiutation, and to procure it Venera- 
tion. The neglefliiig the finalleft Punctilio was fufficicnt 
to make them renew the Sacrifices that were to precede the 
Refijonfe of Apalh. The Prieftefs herfelf was obliged to 
prepare for theDifcharge of her Duty, by fafiing three Days, 
bathing in the Fountain of Cafalia, drinking a certain Quan- 
tity of the Water, and chewing fome Leaves of Laurel ga- 
thered near the Fountain. After tiiele Preparations the 
Temple was made to (hake, which pafs'd lor the Signal 
given by ApoUa to inform ihem of his Arrival, and then the 
Priefts led her into the Saiiftuary and placed her on the Tri- 
pod, when beginning to be agitated by the divine Vapour, 
her Hair ftooJ an End, her Looks became wild, her Mouth 
began lo foam, and a Fit of Trembling feiz'd her whole 
Budy. In this Condition fhe feemed to ftruggle to get loofc 
from the Priefts, who pretended to hold her by Force, while 
her Shritks and Howlings, which refoiinded through the 
Temple, filled the deluded By-fiandcrs with a Kind of fa- 
cred Horror. At laft being no longer able to refift the Im- 
pulfes of the God, flie fubmitted, and at certain Intervals 
uttered fome unconnedted Words, which were carefully 
picked up by the Pncfls, who put them in Conneition, and 
gave them to the Poets, who were alfo prefent to put them 
into a Kind of Vcrfe, which was frequently ififf, unharmo- 
nious, and always 'obfcure ; this occafion'd that Piece of 
Raillery, that Apollo the Prince of the Mufes was the worft 
of the Poets. One of the Prieftefles who was called Phe- 
tname, is faid to have pronounced her Oracles in Verfej 
in latter Times they were contented with delivering them in 
Profe, and this, in the Opinion of Plutarth, was one of tho 
Rcafuniof ilic Declcnfion of this Oia.dc, 
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. TropboHiMs^ who according to fome Authors, was no more 
than a Robber» or at moft a Hero« had an Oracle in Baotiat 
which acquired great Reputation. Pau/amas^ who had con- 
fulted it, and gone through all its Formalities* has given 9 
very particular Defcription of it» and from him we fhall ex* 
trad a (hort Hiftory of this Oracle. 

The facred Grove of ^rophwius^ ftys this Author (9), is 
at a (mail Diftance from hthadea^ one of the fineft Cities in 
Grttc€\ and in this Grove is the Temple oiTropbonius, widi 
.his Statue» the Workmanihip of Praxiteles. Thofe who 
apply to this Oracle muft perform certain Ceremonies before 
-they are permitted to go down into the Cave where thelRe- 
fponfe is given. Some Days muft be fpent in a Chapel dedi* 
cated to Fortune and the good Genii, where the Purification 
coniifis in Abftinence from all Things unlawful, and in 
making ufe of the cold Bath. He muft facrifice to Trophmdui 
.and all his Family, to Jupiter^ to Saturn^ and to Ceresy fur- 
nam'd Europa^ who was believed to have been the Nurfe pf 
Tropbonius, The Diviners confulted the . Entrails of every 
Vidim, to difcover if it was agreeable to T^ropbonius that the 
Perfon (hould defcend into the Cave. If the Omens were 
favourable, he was led that Night to the River HenyKn, 
where two Boys anointed his Body with Oil. Then he was 
conduced as far as the Source of the River, where he was 
obliged to drink two Sorts of W;iter, that of Letbe, to efface 
from his Mind all profane Thoughts, and that of Mnemofym^ 
to enable him to retain whatever he was to fee in the facred 
Cave ; he was then prefented to the Statue of Tropbanius^ to 
^hich he was to addrefs a fhort Prayer ; he then was cloathed 
in a Linnen Tunic adorned with facred Fillets ; and at laft 
Was conduced in a folemn Manner to the Oracle, which 
was inclofed within a Scone Wall on the Top of a Moun- 
^tain. 

: ,-. In this Inclofure was a Cave form'd like an Oven, the 
.Mouth of which was narrow, and the Defcent to it not by 

(^} Pamjan, Lib. 9. p, 6o», ^o^. ^ 
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^Weps but by a fliort Ladder; on going dowa there appeared- * 
another Cave, the Entrance to which was very flrait. The 
Suppliant, whow33 obliged to take a certain CompofitioTi of 
Honey in each Hand, without which he could not be ad- 
mitted, prolVrated himfelf on the Ground, and then putting 
his Feet into the Mouth of the Cave, his whole Body was 
forcibly drawn in. 

Here fome had the Knowledge of Futurity by Vifion ; 
and others by an audible Voice. They then got out of the 
Cave in the fame Manner as they went in, with their Feet 
forenioft, and prollrate on the Earth. The Suppliant going 
up the Ladder was condudted to the Chair of Mnemnfyni^ the 
Goddets of Memory, in which being feated, he was quef- 
tioned on what he hail heard and feen j and from thence was 
brought into the Chape! of the good Genii, where having 
ilayd till he had recovered from his Affright and Terror, he 
was obliged to write in a Book all that he had feen or heard, 
which the Priefts took upon them to interpret. There never 
was but one Man, fays Paujaniai, who loft his Life in this 
Cave, and that was aSpy who had been fent by Demetrius^ to fee 
whether in that holy Flace there was any Thing worth plun- 
dering. The Body of this Man was afterwards found at a 
great Diftance, and indeed it is not unlikely, that his Delign 
being difcovered, he was aflaffinated by the Priefls, who 
might carry out his Body by fome fecret PalFage, at which 
they went in and out, without being perceived. 

The Oracle of the Bratichiiie^ in the Neighbourhood of 
yiiltiui, was very ancient, and in great Efteem. Xcrxei re- 
turning from Qreetc, prevaii'd on its Priefts to deliver up its 
Treafures to him, and then burnt the Temple, when to 
fecure them agaiiift.the Vengeance of the Grttii, he granted 
them an Ellablifliment in the moH didant Part ot jijia^ 
After the Defeat of Durim by AUxander, this Conqueror 
dcrtroy'd the City where thefe Priefta had fettled, of which 
their Defecndants were tlien in adlual PofTeiBon. and thus 
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putiifh'd the Children for the Sacrilege and Perfidy of theit 
Fathers. 

The Oracle of Jp^llo at Claros^ a Town of Ionia in Jljia 
Minot^ was very famous and frequently confulted. Claros 
Was faid to be founded by ( 10) Manta the Daughter oS^ire- 
Jias, fome Years before the taking of Troy, The Anfwei^ of 
this Oracle, fays Tacitus (11), were not given by a Woman* 
* but by a Man, chofe out of certain Families. It was fuffi- 
cient to let him know the Number and Names of thofe who . 
C^me to confult himj after which he retired into a Cave, 
and having drank of the Waters of a Spring that ran within 
it, delivered Anfwers in Verfe upon what the People had in 
their Thoughts, though he was frequently ignorant, anji 
imacquainted with the Nature and Rules of Poetry. ** It 
*' is faid our Author adds, that he foretold the fudden Death 
of Germanicus^ but in dark and ambiguous Terms.*' 

Paujanias mentions an Oracle of Mercury in Acbaia^ of a 
Very fingular Kind, after a Variety of Ceremonies which it 
is needlefs here to repeat, they whifpered in the Ear of the 
God, and told him what they were defirous of knowing, 
then flopping their Ears with their Hands, they left the* 
Temple, and the firfl Words they heard after they were out 
of it, was the Anfwer of the God. 

But it would be an endlefs Tafk to pretend to enumerate 
all the Oracles, which were fo numerous, that f^'an Dalf 
gives a Lift of near three Hundred, moft of which were in 
Greece. Not that all thefe ever fubfifted at the fame Time, 
the ancient Ones were frequently negledled, either from a 
Difcovery of the Impoftures of their Priefts, or by the Coun- 
tries in which they were placed being laid Wafte by War^ 

(10) Manto has been greatly extolled for her prophetic Spirit; and fabu- 
lous Hidory informs us, that lamenting the Miferies of her Country, (he 
diflTolved away in Tears, and that thefe formed a Fountain, the Water of 
vrhich communicated the Gift of Prophecy to thofe who drank it \ but 
being at the fame Time unwholefome^ it brought on Difeafes and (hor~ 
tcncd Life. 

(ti) Tacit. Annal. 1. 2. c. $4.. ^ 
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fiatthquakes, or the othet Accidents to which Cities and 
Kingdoms are expofed. " 

But no Part of Greece had fo many Oracles as Bfoiia, 
which were there numerous, from its abounding in Moun- 
tains and Caverns; for as Mr. Fanteitlle obferves, nothing 
^as more convenient for thePriefts than thefe Caves, which 
not only infpired the People with a Sort of religious Horror, 
but afforded the Priefts an Opportunity of forming fecret 
PaJTages, of concealing themfelves in hollow Statues, and of 
ihaking ufe of all the Machines, and all the Arts neceflkry 
to keep up the Delufion of the People, and to encreafe the 
Reputation of the Oracles. 

■Nothing is more remarkable than the different Manners 
by, which the Senfe of the Oracles were convey'd ; befideS 
the Methods already mentioned, in fome the Oracle was 
given from the Bottom of the Statue, to which one of the 
Priefts might convey himfelf by a fubterranean Paflage. 
In others by Dreams ; in others again by Lois, in the Man- 
ner of Dice, containing certain Charaflers or Words. 
which were to be explained by Tables made for that Pur- 
pofe. In fome Temples the Enquirer threw them himfelf, 
and in ochers they were dropp'd from a Box ; and from 
hence arofe the proverbial Phrafe, The Lot is fallen.' Childifli 
as this Method of deciding the Succeis of Events by a Throw 
of Dice may appear, yet it was always preceded by Sacri- 
fices and other Ceremonies, 

In others the QiieRion was propofed ■ by a Letter, fealed 
up and given to ihePrieft, or'Ieftuport the Altar, while the 
Perfon fent with it was obliged to He all Night in the Tempi 
andlhefeLetterSwere tobefent back unopcn'dwith the An- 
fwer. Here this wonderful Art confiilcd in the Priefts know, 
ing how to open a Letter wiihoiit injuring the Seal, an Art 
ftill pradticeil, on particular Occafi on s, in all the General 
Poft-OfRces in Europe. A Governor of C7//iw, whomtht 
Epicurean) endeaVouf'd to 'infpirc with a Contempt for the 
Oracles/ fent a Spy to that of Mop/m axMalloi, -«\'\i.'»\/*i«* 

U.1 
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iar Form. Sometimfis they were of conimon Stone, fc 
times of "Marble, Wood, or Brafs, The Altar was fut-. 
roumied with Carvings in Bas-relief, and the Corners oti | 
n'arhented wiih Heads of various Animals. Some rcach'd ' 
no higher ^an ta the Knee, others were rear'd as high as 
die WaifV, while others were much higher. Some again 
Vere folid, others hollow, to receive the Lifaatlons and [he 
Blood of the Vi£iims. Others Vk'cre portable^ refemblinga . 
Trtvit, of a magnificent Form, to hold the Offering from | 
«he Fire, into which they threw Frankiiicenfe, to over- 
pOWcr the difagrecable Smell of the Blood and burning Fat , 
In (hort, what had been approved on fome important Occa- 
fion pafsM into aCuilom, and became a Law. 

As it was cuftomary with the Egyptiats, to go upon a 
Mountain 10 make thofe aftronomical Obfervacions that 
were necefTary to regulate their Affairs, they there rais'd A^ 
■tars, andfacrificed before they came down. Here too th^ 
planted Groves to fiielter tbcm from the Inclemency of the 
Weather. They at laft became Idolaters, and worflupp'd 
the Sun, Moon, and Stars, as the peculiar Refidence, or aj 
the EiiiWems of the Deity. This WorOilp foon fpmd 
amongft the Neighbouring Nation?, and from them was 
convey'd to [he moft diftant, and the Groves were cunfidci'J 
4s neceflary to (he Worfliip. 

Almoft every Nation after their Examplei worfhipp'd on 
the high Places, where they chofe out the thickeft Woods 
or planted Groves ; for Groves were foon confidcred ai a 
jiecefiary Part of their Worfhip, and as the Places moft ac- 
ceptable to the Deity. They confidered the Gloomy Shade 
of thick Trt'es, impervious to the Rays of the Sun, as hav- 
ing a Tendency to infpire a Kind of religious Melancholy, 
and they were fo Iink.'d to Idolatry, that it became highly 
neceflary for Mnfii to forbid the Hdre^i planting Groves 
abiDiit their Ahars, to prevent their falling into the idola- 
trous Praflices of the Nations around them. Thefc lafted 
for a Jong Time, and in ftjme Countties even till Chrifti- 
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unity banifh'd Paganifoi. They were hung with Garlands 
and Chaplcts of Fiowers, and with a Variety of Offerings 
in fo lavifh a Manner, as almoft entirely to exclude die 
Light of the Sun. Here were celebrated all the Myfteries 
of Paganifm, and here our ancient Druids affembled. They 
were every where efteemed as facred, and it was the higheft 
Sacrilege to cut them down { i ). 

In the early Ages of Paganifm, the Worihip paid to the 
Gods was exceeding fimple. The Egyptians o&'et'd ntithet 
Inceiife nor Perfumes, but only the green Herbs which were 
gathered and prefented as the iirll Produflions of Nature, 
together with Libations of Water (z). This Simplicity 
ialled very long, and there are Places in which it always 
fubfifted. Peajaaiai mentioning an Altar confecrated to 
Jupiter the mod high, informs us, that no living Thing 
was ever offered upon it, and that they uCed no Wine in 
iheir Libations (j). When Bread came to be introduced 
infteadof Herbs and parched Corn, they then offered Flour 
and Calces baked with Salt (41, to which they added Oil* 
Wine, and Honey, while thofe Nations who afterwards 
■fed on the Flefh of Animals, ifFer'd Flefh alfo in their Sa- 
iirifices. Fot as Part of the Sacrifice was to be eaten by the 
Priefts or the People, there naturally arofe a very particular 
CoTmedion between the Food of Man and the Matter of 
the Sacrifice. However, the ancient Form was ftill pre- 
leiVed on particular Occafions. 

i .^Atlafl the Superllition of Mankind, and unjuft Senti- 
meiits of the Deity, entirely corrupted the Nature of reli- 

(1) Lactn menlionin; the Trees -wliicli Cff/ji- ordered to be felled, to 
make hlj watklike Engines, rieTcribes the Conftemation o{ (he Soldieis, 
Svlia refus'd Ed obey hit Orden, (ill taking; an Ax he cut down one «{ 
them himfclf. Struck with- ■ t^liKioni ReTcrence for ihe Sanflitj of the 
Grore, thry imagined !h»l if they prefumptUDully aitempted to tul down 
any of its Trees, the Am would haVe recoiled upon thcniftlvei. ThBjf ^J 
however bericvcd it Jawful lo prune iTid clear ihcm, and to feil [liofE Trew ^H 
<H\mVi (hey imogined attracted Ihe Thunder. ^H 

. (a) V->ffxM, de Orig. & ProBf. Idol. ^ 

^ (3) '" Att. 
^ (#; 2*11 Curtom is alluded to by Haract, U\i. v O^- "^-V 
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eious Worfhip, and Tubverted the End for which Sac( 
were originally inftituted, They etitenained a Bdief, that 
the Deity WHS cruel, rigorous, and inflexible, and delighted 
in ihe Miferies ol his Creatures. Opinions like ihcfe intro- 
duced the Offering of human Viftims, thofe horrid Kind 
of Sacrifices which were a Difgrace to human Nalunt 
Thefe barbarous Sacrifices were known even in the Days of 
Mefti (5), who thought ilnecelTary to reflratn the t/railius, 
on Pain of Death, from falling into a Crime, whicli befort 
it was polEble for them to commit, they muft offer tin 
utmoft Violence to Nature ; and indeed it is furprizing to 
lee, that almoft all Nations, who have offered bloody Sl- 
crifices, have in one Age or other offered human Viftimi; 
iVmongft fume of whom it wiis fufficient to baniih Huma- 
nity (6), while amongft others it was thought noceffary to 
banifh both Humanity and parental AffeiTlior). Some have 
imagined, that this horrid l'ra£ticc arofe from an imper^ 
Tradition of /iiraham's facrificing his Son; but fuppofmg 
this [he CafCf it could never have gaiiicd Ground, had not 
the Mind been prepared by fuch injurious Sentiments of the 
Deity, However, it was aPra£tice that gave a Shock to 
the Humanity of the beft and wifcft Heathens : And for thii 
Reafon it was of Ihorter Duration amongft civiliz'd, than 
amongft Savage Nations : And therefore if this Pra£lice w» 
a Difgrace to (he Pagans, it is alfo an Honour to thofe Pa- 
gans, who by the fevered Laws fought to abolifh it. This 
cruel Cuftom amongft the Canbagimtau of offering Children 

(5) Livtt. 301. i, 1, ^. D-B/, xTii. 10. The Children wcti put inia 
(lie b»zcn Sunw of Molttt, which being firlt nude exiieaiely hoi, ihef 
were there burnt, or lather fried to Dealh. 

[G] This is remarkably trui of man]i Naiians, but more particularly of 
the Gnh, who, according 10 Citfar, when any Man was lick, were pet- 
fuadedlhit there wainoWayto induce the GodiiTofpafe his Life, btiC to 
facrifice another in bij Place. Their publicK Sacrifice) were very AHEnUr. 
Wiih Ofier Twigs they fotmed a Figure refemhlirg thai of the hunuB 
Form, but of a monftrout Sixc, the Cavity of which wai filled with li«> 
ing Men, whom they burnt (Ofniher. When they could dot fill il wjtk 

Oim/nals, thtf made up the Dcfii-icnc^ with innocenl Perrons, - - ^- 

bcil C»ii. Lib. 6. 
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falwrn (7), occafioned an EmbalTy being feat to tfacm 
from the RDmam. in order to perfuaJe them to abolifliit: 
And in the Reign of Tibermi, the Priefts of Saturn were 
crucified for prefuming to facrifice Children to him ; and 
jfmajii. King of S'SJP* made a Law, that only the Figures 
of Men fhould be facrificcd inftead of themfeives, Phtareb 
informs us, ihat at the Time of a Plague the Spartans were 
ordered by an Oracle to facrifice a Virgin, but the Lot hav- 
ing fallen upon a young Maid whofe Name was Httna, aa 
Eagle carried away the facrJIicing Knife, and laying U on 
the Head of an Heifer it was facrificcd in her ftead. The 
fame Author informs us, that PiiopiJai the Aibenian Genera) 
dreaming the Night before an Engagement, that he Ihould 
£icniice a Virgin to the Manes of the Daughters oiSaJa/ns, 
who had been raviili'd and murder* d, he was fili'd with Hor- 
ror at the Inhumanity offucha Sacrifice, which he could not 
help thinking odious to the Gods; but feeing a Mare, by 
the Advice of Tbiocritui the Soothjayer, he facrificcd it, and 
gained the Viflory. 

The Ceremonies ufed at Sacrifices were cxtremdy diffe- 
rent, and to every Deity a diftmdt Vttftim was allotted (8) : 
Sutwhatever Victims were offered, the greateft Care was 
to be taken in the Choice of them ; for the very fame Ble- 
miflies that excluded them being offered by the ^civi, ren- 
<lored them alfo imperfe>it among the Pagans. 

The Prieft having prepared himfelf by Continence, during 
the preceding Night, and by Ablution, before the Procef- 
fioi) went a Herald crying Hat age, to give the People Notice 
that they were to give their fule Attention to what they wer« 



Si Latieii informs us, (h»t " Tlie Viflim? Were alfo diftrint aixenl. 
gtD thcQjialityanH CiccuninaiiGciof rlie Peilbnt who offered thttn. 
I " TIm> Hulbandman, fiyi he, facrifico »r\ 0«, ihe ShaphLrd, « Lamb } 
" the Goat-herd, a Coat. Tber* aie Ibme who offer only Ciko, or 
, *' liieenre, ■ndbecliit hat settiinc, facriticeibjr kiflingbit K-igbi-Uand. 
** PtSttr," 
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about; then followed the Players on fcveral Inftfumetitet 
who between the Intervals of P!aying, exhorted ihe People' 
in the fame Manner. The Prieft, and fometimes the Sacri- 
licccs, went before cloathed in white, and the Prieft befido 
being drcC'd in the Vellmcnts belonging to his Office, WM 
fure to be crown'd with a Chapiet of the Leaves of the Tretf 
facred to the God for whom the Sacrifice was appointed j die 
Viflim had his Horns gilt, and was alfo crowned with ■ 
Chapletof the fame Leaves, and adorned with Ribbons and 
Fillets, In Grteei, when the Prieft approached the Altarj 
he cry'd, Who ii hen ? To which the Speflators anfweted, 
Many good Ptople (9). The Priefl then faid Bi ganeall jt 
fro/one, which the Romam e\piefled by faying Procul ifi* 
Prefam. The V\tX\sn arriving at the AJtar, the Prieft laid 
one Hand upon the Altar, and began with a Prayer to all 
the GikIs, beginning with Janui and ending with Vifia, dur- 
ing which the ftrlfleft Silence was obferved. Then the Sa- 
Critice began by throwing upon the Head of the Victim, 
Corn, Frankincenfe, Flower and Salt, laying upon it Cakes 
and Fruit ( 1 o), and this they called ImmoUiiB, or the Immo- 
lition. Then the Prieft took the Wine, which having firft 
tafted, he gave it to tfie By-ftanders to do fo too { 1 1 ), and 
then pouted it out, or fprinklcd the Beaft with it between 
Ae Horns. After this, the Prieft plucked off fome of the 
rough Hairs from the Forehead of theViiftim, threw them 
into the Fire, and then turning to the Eaft drew a crooked 
Line with his Knife along the Back, from the Forehead to 
the Tail, and then ordered the Servants (iz) to flay the 
Viflim, wiiich they had nolboner done than he was open'dj 
and the Duly of the Arufpex began, which was no foonet 
4ver than the Carcafs was cut in Quarters^ and then into 

(9) noA'dx'aYKf*!. 

(10) All thrfewcra not ufed for every Sacrifice. 

(11) Thij wjicslled I.idiio. 
In) Thefc inferior Officers, «'hofeBurifle& it V 

to Ajy-and naOi the'ViSim, were called Viilh 
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TpiCtts, and according to Paufanias {\i\ 2nd Jpel/eniui 
■t (i4),the Thighs were covered with Fat, and facri- 
I as the Part allotted to the God (i;); after which they 
aled themfelves upon the reft, and celebrated this religi- 
irFeaftwith Dancing, MuficW, and Hymns fung in H»U ' 
irof theGod;^. ■ ":"^ 

Upon fignal Vidlories, or in the midft of fome publiclp • 
Calamity, they fometimes offered in one Sacrifice a hundred 
Bulls, which was called an Hecatomb : But fometimes the 
fame Name was given to the Sacrifice of an hundred Sheep, 
Hogs, or other Animals. 'Tis faid, that Pythagnrai offered 
up an Hecatomb for having found out the Demonftration ot 
the fbrty-feventh Propofition in the firft Book of EMclhl, 

VIII. Of the Priests, Priestesses, &c. of 
the Greeks and Romans. 

IN the eariy Ages of the World every Man was Priefl^ 
in his own Family, and afterwards when publick Prieftt 
were appointed, Kings, as Fathers and Malters of tha^ 
large Family which compofed the Body politick, irequentlyi 
effered Sacrifices; and not only Kings, but Princes and 
Captains of Armies. Infiances of this Kind are frequently 
to be met with in Htmcr, 

^hen the Ancients chofe a Prieft, the ftridleft Enquiry 
fcas made into the Life, the Manners, and even the bodilji 
external PerfeiSions of the Perfon to be chofen. They 
were generally allowed to matry once, but were not alwayi 
forbid fecond Marriagei. 

The Grtiit and Ramavi had feveral Orders of Priefts ; but 
as Gretci was divided into many independent States, ther» 
naturally arofe different Hierarchies. In feveral Cities o^ 
£«!■« the Government of Religion was intrufted to Wo* 



(15) In/he Hoiocaufts, the whole Viaim-jJw'owM, iTili^a'CMwO'" 
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men, in others it was conferred on the Men j while 
in others, both in Concert had a Share in the Management 
of it. The Prieftcfles of jirgas were very famous. At 
Jihem a Prieftefs prefidedover the Worfliip of M<wpu«j 
there was alfo a Prieftefs for Pallas at Clazeinenie j for Cirtty 
at Ca/ana, &c. The Hierophant^, were very famous Pridls 
of jlihcHs, and both they and their Wives, who were called 
BierBpbantU.r, were fet apart for the Worftiip of C*rn aiuf 
Hecate, as were the Orgiopbanla:, and the Women ftlled 
Oriiafiie, appoinied to prefide over the Orgnt of Baccixi, 
&c. Befide^, the Prieftefs of jifulls at Delfboi, who was by I 
Way of Eminence called /'j(ii/i fi), there belonged to this 
Oracle five Princes of the Priefts, and feveral Prophets who 
pronounced the Senfc of the Oracle. There were alfo chief 
Priefts, one of whom ptefided over a City, and fometiniU 
over a whole Province ; fometimes he was inverted with thii 
Dignity for Life, and at other Times only for five Years. 
Befides thefe, there were chief Prieftelles, who Were the 
Superintend ants of the Prieilcfles, and were chofea frori 
the NohJeft Famihes ; but the mofl celebrated of thefe WM 
thePythi.a. 

The Priefts of Rome enjoyed feveral very confiJerable Wi» 
vileges, they were exempted from going to War, arid ex* 
cufed from all burlhenfome Offices in the State, They hid 
commonly a Branch of Laurel and a Torch carried before 
them, and were allowed to ride in a Chariot to the Capitol. 
Xnnu/iif intiituted fixty Priefts, who were to be atleaft£fty 
Years of Age, free from all perfonal Defedts, and difiiii- 

(0 ThasdHPneftedof Pallai it aaxmtt,rtr»i callci Hrfpbi^^ ind 
that of Bacihai, Ibjat ', nnd in Criii, lliat of Cybilc, Mtli£a. Amons 
\\\B Jiiheniens, the inrepor MinMcrs vcM ililed Parafiii, a Word ihal 
did not It rhac Time carry with it anjr Mark of Reproach ; for ic it Diea- 
(icned in iin Infcription at Aibim, Ihal of two Bulla otfcred in Sacrificci 
the one Oiould be refttved Tor the Games, and the other dinribuled 
among the Prielli and Pinfilzi. Thefe I'arafites had a Place among ita 
thief Magiilrates, and the principal Hart of iheir Employment wm to 
"looft tjie WhtatappoiDttd lot [heir Sacrificei, Banicr'iMyiboi^y^Vol 
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guilhed both by their Birth and the Reditude of their 

Morals. 

The Poniifex Maximui, or the High-Prieft, was efleemed 
the Judge and Arbitrator of all divine and human AfFairs, 
and.his Authoritj' was fo great, and his Office fo much re- 
vered, " That all the Emperors, after the Example of JhUmi 
" Cic/ar and Avguftus, either aillually toolc upon them the 
*' Office, or at Icaft ufed the Name (2)." He was not 
lowed to go out of lialy, though this was difpenced with 
Favour of JuHui C^/ar ; whenever he attended a Funeral. 
"Veil was put between him and the Funeral-Bed ; for it was 
"thought a Kind of Profanation for him to fee a dead Body. 

The Hex Sacrsruml'j), SiCCOYCling to Dianyjiuioi Hfiircaruejii' 
(4), was inftituted after the Expuilion of the Roman Kings, to 
perpetuate the Memory of the great Services feme of them 
had done the State. On this Account the Augurs and Pon- 
tificcs were direfled to choofe out a fit Perfi)n, who fliould 
devote himfelf to the Care of religious Worfliip, and the 
Ceremonies of Religion, without ever interfering in civil 
Affairs ; but leaft the Name of King, which was become 
odious to tha People, fliould raife their Jealoufy, it was at 
the fame Time appointed, thai he ftiould be fubjeit to the 
High-Priefts. His Wife had the Title of Rfgina Sacrcram. 

The Fiamims, according to Livy (j), were appointed by 
"Nuftia Pmnpiliui, to difcharge thofe religious Offices, which 
he imagined properly belong'd to the Kings. At firft there 
were but three (6), which were chofen by the People, and 
their EleiElion confirmed by the High-Prieft. They were 



the ^^ 



(1) JCfKrM'sRom, Andq. 

(3) He wii alfo ftiled R/x SccriJlcuSu!, 

(t) Lib. I. 

(5) Liv, Lib. I. 

(fi) The Flamn niaUi, of >^iVn-, ihe Marthlii of Msn, and tlis 
^iriu/i'i of S^irina. The fiilt faercd to JafiUr, wns a Psrfon of very 
high DiftinftioD, though he nat ubiigcd 10 fubmil Id fome burthenromc 
Regulation) and fupcrititiou) oiifervances : HiB Wife was a Prieftefi, and 
liad the TitiB of Flammka \ and ai!o enjoj'd the fame Privilegei, and 
wa) undn; tlie fame lUIlri£li6iii nb het Hufbuvd.. ^lui GtUiin,^&Qai.. 
flit.l.t6.c. Jj. J 
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afterwards increafed to fifteen, three of whom were chofisn 
from amongft the Senators, and were called Flamims Mmr 
pra \ and the other Twelve ^hofen from the Plebeians, 
were ftiled Flamines Minores^ 

The Ficialfs were alfo inftityted by f^ttma^ ^d confifled 
of twenty Perfons, chofen put of the inoft diftinguifhed 
Families. Thefe were properly the Heralds of the Repub? 
lick ; who* whenever it was injured, were fent to demand 
Satisfa£kion| which if they could not obtain, tbey called tb^ 
.Gods to witnefs between them and the Enemy, and de« 
: nounced War. They had the Power of ratifying and coih 
firming Alliances, and were the Arbitrators of all the Difr 
ferences between the Republick and other Natioiis ; (b that 
the Romans could not lawfully take up Arms till the Ftdah 
bad declared that W^r was moft expedient* 

The Pater Patratus derived his Name from a Circum- 
{lance neceflary to his enjoying the Title, in order that he 
might b^ moft ftrongly interefted in the Fate of his Coun- 
try, he was to have both a Father and a Son living at the 
fame Time. He was chofe by the College of Feciales out 
of their own Body, to treat with the Enemy on the Sub- 
jeft of War and Peace. 

The Epulones were Minifters appointed to prepare the 
facred Banquets at the folemn Games, and had the Privi- 
lege of wearing a Robe like the Ppntifis, bordered with 
Purple. Thefe Minifters were originally three in Number, 
to which two were afterwards added, and then two more, 
till in the Pontificate of Julius Cafar they were encreafed to 
ten. The moft confiderable of the Privileges granted to the 
Epulones, was one which they enjoyed in common with the 
other Minifters, their not being obliged to make their Daugh- 
ters Veftals (7). 

Befides thefe were the Salii, or Priefts of Mars: The 
Phaebades of JpoIJo^ the Baflarides of Bacc//iis, the Luperci 

(;") j4uhs Celliui^ Lib. i. c. la. 
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snd feveral others who prcfided over the Worfhip 
of particular Deities, each of which had a particukr Col- 
lege, and conftituted a diftiiitl Community. 

■f Of the Temples of the Pagans. 

WE have already obferved, that Sacrifices and Altare 
were of a much more ancient Date than the ereft- 
ing of Temples. The firft Worfliipers had no other Tem- 
ple than the wide Canopy of Heaven, and afterwards the 
Covert of thick and ftiady Groves j and thefe laft in all Pto- 
bahility were the only Places of Worfhip, till Ms/a gave a 
Hint to the World by ere<^ting the Tabernacle, which might 
give the Egyptians the firft Thought of Building alfo a Houfe 
for God. fiad Temples been built in Egypt at the Time 
when Mofei refided there, it can hardly be conceived but 
that he would have mentioned chemj and that this moving 
Temple might ferve as a Model for the reft is the more pro- 
bable, as there is a near Refemblatice between the SimSluia 
San^irum, and the holy Places in the Pagan Temples. In 
that of Mofei God was confulted, and none fuffered to enter 
but the Priefts ; this exadly agrees with the hoiy Places in 
the Heathen Temples where the Oracle was delivered. 

It was the Opinion of Lueian, that the firft Temples 
were built by the Egyptians, and that from them this Cuflom 
was coiivey'd to the Affyrians, and the People of the neigh- 
bouring Countries, Fhenida (1), Sir/a, and others; and 
from Egypt and Fhanida it pafled into Greece, and from 
Ci'fice to Rim/. 

They all began with Httie Chapels, which were generally 
eredted by private Perfons, aid thefewerc foon fucceedcd by 
regular Building!, and the moft magniticcnt Structures, 
when even the Grandeur and Beauty of the Buildings heigh- 
tened the Veneration that was entertained for them. They 

(0 The (irft Tcuiph memJoned in Scripture, is that of Cajojiamone 
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had often Porticos, and always an Afcent of Steps^ while 
fome of them were furrounded by Galleries fupported by 
Rows of Pillars. The firft Part in entering thefe Temples 
was the Porch, in which was placed th^ holy Water for th^ 
Expiation of thofe that entered into the Temple. Thenext 
wa$ the Nave (2) or Body of the Teipple, and then the 
holy Place (3), into which none but (he Priefts were al- 
lowed to enter. Sometimes there was behind the B^UdinS 
another Part, called the Back-Temple. 

The Infide was frequently adorned with Paintings, Gildr- 
ingSy and the richeft Offerings, among which were the 
Trophies and Spoils of W^r^ But the principal Ornaments 
were the Statues of the Gods» and thofe of Perfons diftiiir 
guifhed by great and noble >V^ions, which were fometimep 
of Gold, Silvei:, Ivory, Ebony, and Qther precious Mate^ 
rials. 

The Veneration for thefe Buildings, was carried by the 
Romans and other Nations to the moft fuperftitious Excels. 
Before the ere£iing one of thefe npble Edifices, the Aruffice^ 
chofe the Place, and fix'd the Time fof beginning the Workj 
for here every Thing was of Importance. They began 
when the Air was ferene, and the Sky clear and unclouded y 
on the Limits of the Building were placed Fillets and Gar- 
lands, and the Soldiers whofe Names were thought aufpicious, 
entered the Enclofure with Boughs in their Hands : Then 
followed the Veftal Virgins, attended by fuch Boys and 
Girls who had the Happinefs to have their Fathers 
and Mothers living, and thefe affifted the Veftals in 
fprinkling all the Ground with clear Water j then followed 
a folemn Sacrifice, and Prayers to the Gods to profper the 
Building they were going to ereS for their Habitation : An^ 
this being over, the Prieft touched the Stone that was to be 
firft laid, and bound it with a Fillet, after which the Magir 
ftrates, and Perfons of the greateft Diftindion, affifted by 

(2) NaU, 
(j) Ceiled Pen^ " <irariumy iiajftuw^ N^ 
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the People with the utmoft Joy and Alacrity in removing 
this Slone, which was extremely iarge, fixed it foi a 
Four>dation, throwing in with it fevcral fmail Gold Coins, 
and other Pieces of Money. 

When thefe Buildings were finifh'd they were confecrated 
with abundance of Ceremony, and fo great was the Vene- 
ration felt by the People for tlie Temples, that they fre- 
quently, as a Mark of Humiliation, damber'd up to ihen 
on [heir Knees j and fo holy was the Place, that it was 
thought criminal for a Man to fpit or blow his Nofc in them. 
The Women proftraied themfeives in them, andfweptthe 
Pavements with their Hair. They became San<Suaries fop 
Debtors and Criminals; and on all Holidays were con- 
ftantly deck'd with Branches of Laurel, Olive and Ivy. 

One of the firft Temples built in £^^/, was thatof /'a/caa 
at Mci'iphis eredted by Mma : At iirft it had the primitive 
Simplicity of 3.U other ancient Buildings, and without Sta- 
tues (4J ; but the Succeflbrs of this Prince ftrove to excel! 
each other in embellifliing this Work with ftately Porches 
and Statues of a monftrous Size. There were indeed a great 
Number of Temples in Egyft, but the moft extraordinary 
Thing of this Kind wasaChajiel hcwnoutof afmgle Stone, 
which by Order of Amafis was cnt out of the Quarries in 
upper Egyp>> and with incredible Difficulty carried as far as 
Sail, where it was defigned to have been fet up in the Tem- 
ple of Mincyva, but Was left at the Gate. HcraJotut men- 
tions this Work wiih Marks of Aftonifhment " What I sA- 
mire more, fays he, than at the other Works of Amafis, 
" his caufing a Houfe to be brought from EUphantina, 
** Houfe hewn out of a fingle Stone ; which two thoufand 
*' Men were unable to remove thither in lefs than ihree 

(4) Accrrding to t^Bben Hidoriant, there were no Slalues in i(ie an- 
cient Temples of Egyf- Biit thiE U not 11 all nran£e, lince Iflmarckt 
who Mf his Authority fiom Farrg, layi, That the Jiuwuixnete a hund- 
red ind rcTcniy Years ik'iiliout SialutI, Numa prohihiled them hy t Law j 
and •Teriulllati lets us know, that even in hit Time llltie Wire fewwiL 
Teinple» [Jiat hjd no Status. 



1 



i 



Jis APPENDIX. 

■* Years. This Houfe Was thirty-one Feet in Front, ti 
" one Feet in Breadth, and twelve in Height; andoaliM' 
" Infide twenty feven FeCt in Length, and (even Feet *ld a' 
«' Haif high." i 

The Temple of Diana at Ephi/ttidJ, has been alis'syi 
admired as one of the nobleft Pieces of Architefture that 
the World has ever produced. It was four Hundred and 
twenty-five Feet long, two hundred Feet broad, and fup» 
ported by a Hundred and twenty-feven Columns of Marble 
fixty Feet high, twcnty-fcven of which were beautifully 
carved. This Temple, which was two Hundred Years in 
Building, was burnt by Erafiraiui with no other View than 
lo perpetuate his Memory : However, it was rebuilt, and th6 
Jaft Temple was not inferior either in Riches or Beauty, va 
the former, being adorned with the Works of the moft 
famous Statuaries of Gnicc. 

The Temple of Cer£i and Prsferpiiie was built In the Doric 
Order, and was of fo wide an Extent asto be ableto contain 
thirty Thoufand Men ; for there were frequently thatNunt. 
ber at the Celebration of the Myfteries of the two Ood* 
deflcs. At firft this Temple had no Columns on the Out-' 
fide ; but Phik afterwards added to it a magnificent Portico. 
The Temple oVJupiicr Olympius, as well as the admirable 
Statue of yup'ttr placed in it, were raifcd from the Spx)iU 
which the EUam took at the Sacking of Pi/a (6). Tliis 
Temple was of the Doric Order, the mod ancient, as well 
as the moft fuitable to grand Undertakings, and on the Out- 
fide was furrounded with Columns, which formed a noble 
Periflyle. The Length of the Temple was two Hundred 
and thirty Feet, its Breadth nineti'-iivc, and its Height from 
the Area to the Roof two Hundred and Thirty. From the 
Middle of the Roof hung a gilded Vittory, under which 
was a golden Shield, on which was reprefenied MtJu/aA 
Head; and round the Temple, above tlie Columns, bung 

($) Thtt Templt w»» iccoonlci oi>e ot \\ve 'WuniBii ot ^l« W^dd, 
(6) Paujaxiiit in lliae. p. ^ "x- 
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Iwenty-one gilc Bucklers, which Mummius confecrated to 
Jnpiier after Ihe Tacking of Corinth. Upon the Pediment 
the Front was reprefented with exquifite Arc the Chariot 
Race between Pekps and Ocncmaui : And on the back Pedi- 
ment, the Battle of the Centaurs with the Lapitbie at the 
Marriage of Piriibam ; and the Brafs Gates were adorned 
mth the Labours of IhrcuUi. In the liifidetwo Ranges of 
tall and iiatcly Columns fupported two Galleries, under 
■which was the Way that led to the Throne of Japitir. 

The Statue of the God and this Throne were the Mafter- 
pleces of the great Piitiius, and the mofl magnificent and 
higheft finifli'd in all Antiquity. The Statue, which was of 
a prodigious Size, was of Gold and Ivory fo artfully blended 
as to fill all Beholders with Aftonilhment. The God wortt 
upon his Head an Olive Crown, in which the Leaf of the 
Olive was imitated jn the nicelt Perfection. In his Right- 
Hand he held the Figure of Viitory, form'd likewife of Gold 
and Ivory, and in his Left a golden Scepter, on the Top of 
which was an Eagle. The Shoes and Mantle of the God 
were of Gold, and on the Mantle weie engraved a Variety 
of Flowers and Animals. The Throne fparkled with Gold 
and precious Stones, while the different Materials, and the 
Affemblage of Animals and other Ornamejits formed a 
delightful Variety. At the four Corners of the Throne. 
were four Vittories that feemed joining Hands for a Dance; 
and ac the Feet of Jupiur were two others. On the Fore- 
fjdc, the Feet of the Throne were adorned with bphinxes 
plucking the tender Infants from the Bofoms of the Thebaa 
Mothers, and underneath were ^pello and Diana flaying the 
Children of Hide with their Arrows, kiic. At the Top of 
the Throne, above the Head of Jtiplitr, were the Graces 
and Hours. The Pedeftal which fupported the Pile, was 
equally adorned with the reft ; It was covered with Gold, 
on the one Side PhiJiat had engraved Pbariui guiding his 
Chariot; on the other. Jafiiir and Juno, Mfcurj, i'lfia^ 
and the Graces : Here ynm appeared ai tiCuii (tawi. tt>,*t 
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Sea, and CapiJ receiving her, while Pitbt, or the Goddeft 
of PerTualion, fcemed prefenting her with a Crown ; TTiere 
appeared Jpalla and Diarta, Mineriia and HtrcuUi. At the 
Foot of the Pedeftal was Nrfiune and Jmpiitriu^ with Dieiu 
who appeared mounted on Horfeback. In fhort, a v/ooVta 
Veil died in Purple, and curioufly embroidered, hung down 
from the Top to the Bottom. A large Baltuftrade painted 
and adorned with Figures encompafled the whole Worki 
there with inimitable Art was painted the jftias bearing tbc 
Heai'ens upon his Shoulders, and HircaUi ftooping to cafe 
him of his Load, The Combat oiUircuUs with the Nimit* 
Lion, jijax offering Violence to Cajhndra, PFomtlbau in 
Chains ; and a Variety of other Pieces of fabulous Hiftory. 

In ihort, this Temple was paved with the fineft Marble, 
adorned witha prodigious Number of Status, and withtbs 
Prefents which feveral Princes had confecrated to the God, 

Though the Temple of j^poUa at Delphai, was greatly infft- 
rior in Point of Magnificence to the former, yet the im- 
menfe Prefents fent to it from every Quarter rendered it 
infinitely more rich. The principal Value of the former 
arofe from its containing the Works of Phidias, and his 
Mailer- piece was really invalluahle j but what this Temple 
wanted, in not containing the Produfiions of fo curious an 
Artift, was amply made up by a Profufion of Treafur«b 
which arofe from the Offeiirgs of thofe who went to confulc 
the Oracle. The firft Temple which was built being buni^ 
the Amphiifiyones, or general Council of Gnite, took upon 
themfelves the Care of Rebuildtug it, and for that Purpofe 
agreed with an Architect for three Hundred Talents, which 
amounts to forty-five Thoufand Pounds, and this Sum wai 
to be raifcd by the Cities of Grette ; Colloftions were alfo 
mailc in foreign Countries, ^mafu King of Egypt^ and the 
Gredan Inhabitants of that Country, contributed confidcratle 
Sums for that Service. The Akmresncdes, one of the moft 
powerful Families in Aihim, had the Charge of conduiiiUng 
thz Building, which thc^ tcniaci moi^i vB'i.^^fiEent, by 
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adding at their own Expence confiderable Additions that 
had not been prupofed in the Model. • 

After the Temple of Dilpboi was finifti'd, Gygts King of 
LyJia, and Cra/us one of his SuccefTorsj enriched it with an 
incredible Number of the moft valuable Prefents, and after 
their Example, many other Princes, Cities, and private Per- 
fons, beflowed upon it a vaft Number of Tripods, Tables, 
Veflels, Shields, Crowns, and Statues of Gold and Silver 
of inconceivable Value. Ufredolui informs us (7), that the 
Prefents of Gold made by Cra-fui alone to this Temple, 
amounted to more than two Hundred and fifty Talents, or 
33,500!. Sterling, and it is probable that thofe of Silver were 
not of lefe Value. And DioJerui Sicului (8) adding thefe to 
thofe of the other Princes, computes them at ten Thoufand 
Talents, or about 1,300,0001. (g), 

Plutarch informs us {10), that amongft the Statues of 
Gold, which Critfui placed in the Temple of Dilphai, was 
one of a Female Baker, of which this was the Occafion : 
Afyaiiuiy the Father of Cr^fui, having married a fecond 
Wife, by whom he had Children ; (he formed the Defign of 
fecuring the Crown l» her own liTue, by putting a Period to 
the Life of her Son-in-law; and with this View engaged a 
Female Baker to put Poifon into a Loaf, tliatwas to be 
ferved up at the Table of the young Prince. The Woman 
ftruck with Horror at the Thought of her bearing fo great a 
Share in the Guilt of the Queen, let Crafut into the Secret ; 
on which the Loaf was ferved to the Queen's own Children, 
and their Death fecured his Succefllon to the Throne, which 
when he afcended, from a Senfe of Gratitude to his Bene- 
fa^refs, he eredlcd this Statue to her Memory in the Tern- 



1 
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(7)Her.Lib. ,.c.50, 51. 
(a) Diod, Ub, 16. p. 453. 

[9) It is impoflibia to form any tolerable Idea of Ihefe Sumi wiihoul 
briDEins alfo into the Account ttie comparitive Scarcity of Gold at that 
Time, which render' d its real Value vaflly greater Itian what it bean at 
ptrfcnt. The Minei of Mixits and Fim have deltroy'd all Comparifon. 

(1 0) Flm. de P^th, orac. p. 401. 
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pie of Deifhos. An Honour that our Author fays (he had a 
better Title to, than many of the boafted Conquerors or 
Heroes, who rofe to Fame only by Murder and DeV^ftatioo. 

Tiaiy was no lefs famous for a Multiplicity of Temples 
than Greece j but none of them were more noble, or more 
remarkable for the Singularity of their Form, than the 
Pantbecfty commonly called the Rotunda^ originally conse- 
crated to all the Godsy as it is now to all the Saints. It is 
generally believed to have been built at the Expence of 
Jgripfa^ Son-in-law to Augufiuu This noble Fabric is 
entirely round and without Windows, receiving a fufficient 
Pegree of Light from an Opening admirably contrived in 
the Centre of the Dome. It was richly adorned with the 
Statues of all the Gods and GoddefTes fe^ in Nitches. But 
the Portico, compofed of fixteen Colvunns of granate Mar- 
ble, e^ch of one fmgle Stone, is more beautiful and more 
furprifing than the Temple itfelf, fmce thefe Columns are 
five Feet in Diameter, apd thirty-feven Feet high, withoyt 
mentioning Ae Bafes and Chapiters. The Emperor On- 
fiantius the Third ftripp'd it of the Plates of gilt Brafe that 
covered the Roof, and of the Beams, which were of the 
fame Met^I. . Pope Vrhan the Eighth afterwards form'd the 
Canopy of St Peter^ and the great Pieces of i\rtillery, which ' 
are in the Caftle of St. Angelo, 

The Magnificence of thefe StruSures doubtlefs arofe from 
a Zeal for the Caufe of Religion, and an ardent Defire to 
do honour to God : For we find the Pagan World, how- I 
ever diftinguifhed by an Oppofition in Manners, Inclina- 
tions and Charaders, have always been unanimous in ac- 
knowledging a Reverence and Awe of the Deity, and in 
paying him that Homage which became ^-eafonable and de- 
pendent Creatures. Unaflifted by any other Revelation 
than thaf internal Ray of Truth, the Lig^ht of Reafon, 
which beam'd but faintly on weak Minds, they were ex- 
pofed to frequent Errors both in the Offices and Ijites of 
Religion, and in the comrevpu Duties of tiife. At firft the 
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^Tteliglon of the Pagans, being that handed down from the 
moft early Ages, was fimple, puie, and unmix'd with any 
capita] Errors, when 

^B Pope; 

^^ And in this Simplicity it continued, till millaken Notions 
of the Egyptian Symbols fpread Idolatry through the World, 
Bfid involved all the Nations in Mifts of Superftition, till 
all became clouded and obfcured by a Multiplicity of Forms, 
Ceremonies, and the moft childilh Obfervances. Yet flilJ, 
notwlthftanding all tliis Degeneracy, a Regard lor the eflen- 
tial Branches of Morality was generally kept up in all 
Ages and Countries. Wherever wc turn our Eyes we find 
a Reverence for the Deity, we fee Altars, Sacridces, Priefts, 
Temples, or other Pkces devoted to religious Worfhipi 
by thefe they made a publiclc Profeffion of an entire Depen- 
dance on him in all their Undertakings and NeceiEtles, in 
all their Adverfities and Dangers the PuWick hoped only for 
Succefs, as they had his Approbation : His fupreme Autho- 
rity rendered Oaths facred, and Treaties inviolable; no 
War was declared, no Battle fought, no Enterprize en- 
gaged in, without his being previouHy invoked; to him 
they afcribed the Glory of Succefs by publick Thankfglv- 
ings, and by fetting apart the moft valuable of the Spoils, as 
^bis indifpenfible Right. In their private Aftairs, in their 
^■jToyagfs, Journeys, Marriages, Difeafes, the Aid of the 
^K>eity was flill Implored, and with him tlicy began and 
Bonded every Repaft. Whenever any one attempted by the 
Subtihies of falfe Philofophy to root out thefe Difpofitions, 
others by fuperior Strength of Argument vindicated the 
Caufc of Truth, of Virtue, and Religion. And though 
the former gained a few Profelites, the latter were fure to 
be countenanced and fuppotted by publick Authority, by 
the Voice of the People, and the Frlendfliip of all the Wife 

Kd Good. Butalas! Supe^fl.lVv'Jn'«as,■aaW\t*l■i^'\-^.■s^s^^ 
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and it waa ss dangerous to attack this as to attadc RcU^oo 
itfelf : They Verc her* in Love with Darknds, and capti- 
vated by their vain Imagihadons, till the LJg^t ofChrifti- 
anity broke throi^h the Shades, and with convincing Evi- 
dence ibew'd them the Way to Life and Immortality; 
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ABAS, turned by Certs into a Newt, or Water-Lizard 

^ Page iiS 

Acheloas, who aJTumcd all Shapes, conquered by Hercmei 14,8 

An Explication of this Fable ibid. 

Acheron, one of the infernal Rivers 5j 

AchilUi, his Birth and Education, 167. Is concealed to prevent 

his going to Tro)', and is difcovered by tW);^/, (67, iSS. Di- 

vine Honours paid him it,id 

Acrifui caules Danai and her Son Ftrjius to be put into a Cheft, 

and caft into the Sea, 157. Reqeives an accidental Hurt, 

nhich caufes his Death i jg 

jM*D«tumed into a Stag, and devoured by his own Doge, ni. 

The literal Senfe of the Fable tlli 

Adonis beloved by C/mus, loi. Killed by a wild Boar, turned 

by that Goddels into the Flower Anemone ibid 

Maais, who, his HiJtory fio 

Mgeus throws himfelf from a Rock, and is drowned in the Sea } 

which afterwards was called the MgfOH Sea 166 

^^s, Jiif iter's Shield, why called by this Name 34. 

Mgina, corrupted by Jupiter under tlie Appearance of Fire 37 
JEolus, God of the Winds, his Hiftory 171 

Mfcutapius, the God of Phyfick, his Birth and Skill, 77. His 

coming to /la^ in the Form of a Strjient, 78. The Origin 

cf the Fable, 78, 79. The Manner in which he was repre- 

fented , 7j 

Alchyray, or the Tranfmutation of Metals, !Sc. founded only 

on the Names given to the Planets 170 

AJcides, one of the Names of Herculis iji 

JUithoe, for deriding the Pricfteflcs of Baahiu, transformed into 

a Bat 131 

AUBb, one of the Furies 6a 

Alemeaa, deceived by Jupiter under the Form of her Husband 

Altars, facred Groves, and Sacrificee, 399. Of the Simpli- 
city of the mott early Ages, and (lie Iniroduftiocs of Altars, 
-059, joo. The Original of facredGto-JM, -i,q^- OS. 'Cati^- 
— t SMriSces, 301, Of human WSuia*, v'^i %°'^' '^'^'' 
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Ceremonies tifed at Sacrifices, and the Manner in which thej^ 

were performed 303, 305 

Amdlthaay the Nurfe of Jupiter 34, 

Jbnaxom^ defeated by Hercules 14.5 

Jmbarvalia, Feftivalt in Honour of Ceres, how performed 128, 

129 
Amphion, faid to raife the Walls of Thebes by the Harmony of hi« 
Lyre 170 

Jmpbitritey Neptufte's Wife 47 

"Amjfcusy Son of Neptune, killed by Pollux 155 

Jncile, a Brals Buckler, faid to be fent from Hteiven izi 

Anteusy a Giant fqueezed to Death by Hercules, 147, 148 

Antutpe, debauched by 7«//V^r inthe Form of a Satyr 36 

Apts, the miraculous Ox 194 

Ap9Uo, his Birth, 67, 68. His Adventures, 68, 72. The Prin- 
cipal Places where he was worihipped, 72, 73, 74. The Ori- 
gin of the Fable of Apollo, 75. In what Manner he wsts repre- 
iented, 76. His Offispring, 77. His Oracle at Delpbos de- 
fcribed, 291, 293. That Temple, and the Riches it contained, 

Arachne pretending to excell Minertva in Weaving, is turned into 
a Spider, 116. The Origin of this Fable 119 

Arigdne gives Thefeus a Clew, by which he gets out of the La- 
byrinth 5 but he ungratefully leaves her 5 (he is found by Bac^ 
chus, who loves her, 166. Her Crown turned into a Conftel- 
lation 133 

Argonauts, JafQrC% Companions, who attended him in his Expe- 
dition to fetch the golden Fleece, 162. The Origin of the 
Fable of the Argonauts Expedition 164 

Argils, who had an hundred Eyes, ordered to watch lo, but is 
killed by Mercury, when Juno turns him into a Peacock, 38. 
This Fable explained 38f 

Arion, a skilfiil Mufician, being robbed and thrown into the Sea, 
is carried to Land on the Back of a Dolphin 170, 171 

Arijieus, his Hiftory 85, 84 

AJieria, carried away by Jupiter in the Shape of an Eagle 36 

Afirea, returns to Heaven, and is changed into the Conftellation 
Virgo , t . - . *oo 

Aftrology, its Origin ; the Names of the Signs of the Zodiac, 
and thofe of the Planets, imagined to be Indications of their 
feveral Offices, and to produce Good and Evil, according to 
their Names, 265, 267. The Signs fuppofed to prefide over all 
the Parts of the human Body 268, 269 

Atalanta and Hippomenes turnea into Lions 103 

Atlas, his Defcent and Offspring, g, 9. His Exploits, 10-. Ter- 
feus, by ihewing him Medufa\ Head turns him into a Moun- 
tain, iW. The Origin or the Fable of i^//^7/ 10, it 

Atjs, beJoved by Cyhelc, is murdered by her Father's Order, 29. 
Turned into a Pine-Trw %o 
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Ai^eaf^ Stable, containing three Thoufand Oxen, deaned bf 
Hercules in a Day, and himfelf flainfor his Perfidy 144, 145 

Auguiy^ or forming a Judgment of Futurity by the Flight of 
Birds, 176, From whence it arofe, 176, 277. The Manner 
in which the Ceremony was performed, and what were the 
Rules of judging, 478. Of the facred Chickens, and the 
other Methods of Divination, 279. Of the College of Augurs, 
and the Qj^fications necefTary to render a Perfon capable of 
being choie into the Office 2 So 

Aurora^ her Defcent, 6. Carries Cepbalus soidTithonus into Hea- 
ven, 7. Her Defcdption 8 

Arujhices, or foretelling future Events, by inlpefting the Intrails 
or Viftims, 281. From whence thefe (upermtious Obfervancea 
were derived, ibid. The Manner in which the Intr^ls were 
examined, and what were the Rules of Judging, %%%, tS% 

B. 

TnAcchanalta Feftivals, in Honour of Bacchus 135 

J3 Bacchus, his Education and Exploits, 131, 132, 133. His 

Names, 134. His principal Feftivals, 134, 135. How 

t^refented by the Poets and Painters, 136, The true Origin 

of this fabulous Deity 136, 137, 139, 140 

Belidesy their Crime and Punilhment in Tartarus 65 

Bellerophony his Hiftory, 158, 159. The Origin of this Fable 

x6o, 161 
Bellona, the Goddefs of War, defcribed 124 

Boar of Erimanthus taken by Hercules 143 

Bona Deay one of the Titles of Cybele 29 

Boreas y the North Wind, his Offspring 173 

Bully one that breathed Fire, taken by Hercules 144 

Bujirisy a cruel Tyrant taken by Hercules^ and facriiiced to 
Neptfine 148 

c. 

^Abiriy thrfee grelt Deities introduced from Egypt into Sa* 

w mothracia 193, 194 

Cacusy the Son of Fukasty a notorious Robber, killed hy 

Hercules 113 

Cadmus i his Hiftory, 169. He and his Wife Hermione turned to 

Serpents 170 

Calusy the Son of JEther and Diesy 34 Cafh^ted by Saturn 4 
CaliflOy turned into a Fountsdn y% 

Galifloy debauched by Jupiter under the Form of Diafta, 36. 

Turned into a Bear and made a Conftellatiou sbid^ 

Calumny y an Altar erefted to her, 208. A Pifture of tKk Ci^yJ^- 

defs drawn hvApelleSy defcribed -i.^^-* "^-^s^ 

Ca/faSa, turned into a Foxintain ^ TL. 



/ 



INDEX. 

Cajhf and PoUux, their Birth and ASdooM, 155. Their iharing 
Immortality between them, and being made the Conftellation 
Gemini, X56* A Temple ere&ed to Uiem 157 

Cecrops, tmned into Apet x; 

CeUuSf killed by dres ^ 125 

Cepbeius, beloved by Auroraf 7. Kills his Wife Procris without 
De£gn • I 

drberis defcxibed, 5S. Dragged out of Hell by HereuUs, 146, 
14.7. The Origin of the Fables related of this MonAer, 671 

Ceres y her Birth, 124. Her Adventures while in Search of hir 
Daughter Froferpine, 1159 x%6. Her feveral Names, and a 
Defcription or the Manner in which Sacrifices were offered to 
her, 1269 X29. The Origin of thefe Fables, . and of the mif- 
terious Rites of Ceres , 129, X30. The Maimer in which ihe 
was reprefented by the Poets and Painters, 130. The Tem- 
ple of Ceres znAProferpine - ^12 
Chaos, according to Hejiod the Father of the Gods, x.^ Defcnb'd 
by Milton 3 
Cbaron, his Office and Charader, 58. The Ori£^ of this fabu- 
lous Charafler €7, 23s 
Cbarybdisy turned into a Whirlpool 179 
Cbim^ra, deibroved by Beiieropbon X59 
Cbioney depriveaof Speech by Di^rxtf 2x5 
Cilice, a famous Sorcerefs, banifhed for killing her Hufband, 
84. Falls in Love with Glaucus, and turns Scjila her Rival 
into a Sea Monfter, ibid. Turns the Companions of Uljfes 
into Swine, ibid. The Origin of this Fable 84, 85 
Cijiis, transformed by Baccbus into the Plant Ivy X3j 
Clemency y Altars and Temples eredled to this Virtue 205 
CUtiey changed into a Sun Flower 7» 
cJytorisy deflowered by Jupiter in the Shape of an Ant 37 
Cocytusy one of the infernal Rivers . 55 
Concordia, or Concord, a Goddefs 20 j 
Cupid, two of this Name mentioned by the Poets, 106. The 
Manner in which Cupid is reprefented by the Poets and Pain- 
ters, 107. The Origin of this little God derived from the 
Egyptian Horus ihid. 
Cybeie, or Vefia the Elder, her Hiftory, and tlie Defcription of 
her Image, 28, 29. Her Priefts, Sacrifices, &c. 30 
Cyclops, deibnbed, X14. Their Employment, ibid. Killed bj 
Apollo e% 
Cycnus, turned into a Swan 80 
Cyparijfusy turned into a Cyprefs-Tree 69 
Cypria and Cytberea, Names given to Fenus lox 
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•^Aiiae, reduced by Jupiter in the Fonn of a golden Show 

D«phne 

nira, th 

fath, the Daughter of Ifnx, or Night jj 

Stiei, inferior, attending Manldna from their Birth to their 
Deceafe 195, 19! 

Delpbar, the Temple, and Oracle of j^SoZ/o there 7j 

Difiiniis, or Fatis^ their Names and Offices, jG. The Mytho- 
logy of thefe Charafters ibid, 
DeutaUon, reltores the Race of Mankind deftroyed by a Deluge 



Diana, her Adventures go, 91, 91. Her feveral Names, 



the different Ch^irafters under which fhe was worshipped, gj, 

94, 95. The Origin of the Fables relating to this Goddeft, 

^5, 96. Her Temple at £pbi/uj defcribed 311 

Diimide, the Tyrant of TSmr/vanquifhed by Hercales, and givea 

as a Prey to his own Horfes, who breatlied Fire, and were fed 

with human Flelh 144 . 

Diflertation on the Theology of the Heathens *i9 J 

PiyaJei, the Nymphs of tie Forefts and Woods '^H 



'T'Ciee, has a Daugliterby Pen, but he flighting her, Jheplned 
1/ away till flie had nothing left but her Voice i^i 

" ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ,t Religion compared with that of the 
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Rife to Idolatry, 116, 117, no. Some Remarlts on the Cere- 
monies ufed at their Funerals, 151. The Improbability of 
their wodhippin^ Bealb, Reptiles, and Vegetables, X34.. 
Temples firlt built by the Eeyptiaai 309 

El^tm Fieldi, defcribed, 6s> The Origin of the Fables relating 

to them, £6, 67, 131. 
Endjmion, beloved by Diana, 94. The Origin of tlijs Fable, 

ibid. 
Epimetbtus, opens Ptmdora'i Box i j 

^nhaii, their Office jo3 

ErUtboniui, the Sanoi Vulcan, the lirltlnventorof Chariott 11 
ErintoKibiaH Boar, Ceized by HcrcuUi 14J 

Eri/ichlan, pimilhed by &j-« with perpetual Hunger 116 

Eumaitdt!, or the Furies defcribed, 61. The Fable of the Fu- 
ries explained ibid, 
Suropa, debauched by Jupiier in the Shape of a white Bull, j6, 
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F. 

Jj^Ame^ htm reprefented aoi 

Jo Fatuis^ or Satyrs, rural Gods XS3 

Faunusy a rural God, from whence fprang. the Fau^s i8j 
Faufliiasy or publick Felicity^ many Temples confecrated to her, 
206. How reprefented ibid, 

Feciales, their Office 308 

Feronia, the Goddefs of Woods and Orchards ^ 184 

Fides, or Faiths the Manner in which her Sacrifices were per- 
formed 104. 
Flaminesy their Office 307 
Flora f Goddefs of Flowers, her Image defcrlbed 187, 18S 
Floralia, Feafts in Honour of Flora 187 
For t una t or Fortune, worfhipped as a Goddefs, aoi. Her various 
Names, ibid. How reprefented ibid. 
Furies, their Office, Characters, and Perfons defcribed^ 61, 62. 
The Fable of the Furies explained 6} 

G. 

GAlanthis, changed into a Weafel 141 

Ganymede, carrried by Jupiter into Heaven, and made his 
Cup-bearer, 36, 154.. Different Interpretations of this 
Fable 154 

Cenii, or Daemons, attendant Spirits, 191. The Sacrifices and 
Offerings made them i9» 

Ceryon, King of Spain, who had three Bodies killed by Her- 
cules 145 
Giants, their War with Jupiter^ and Defeat, 22, An Explica- 
tion of this Fable 24, 15 
Glaucus, a Fifherman, made a Sea God 177 
Colden-Ape, defcribed 21 
Golden-FJeece, an Account of the Ram that bore it. Its being 
guarded by a Dragon, and Bulls breathing Fire, 161, 162. 
And of its being carried away by Jafon 162, i6 j 
Good Genius, a Temple erected to him 207 
Gorgons, defcribed ** 178 
Graces, Three Attendants on the Mufes, 8S. Their Origin, 88 
89. How reprefented 89 
Or^f^9 S'liiers to the Gorgons, defcribed 178 
Grooves, from whence they were confidered as facred 300 



'Amadryades, Nymphs who animated fome Tree ^ 1 84 

Harpies, their Names, and a Defcription of them, with the 
M3^hology of their Charadlers 57 

Harpncrafts, the God of Silence, Ids Origin «>7, 208 

ficciUh, )\^v Temple i.^^^ -».qt 
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INDEX. 

Rebe, her Birth and Hillory, 153. Is married to Hcrcu/ei, iilif. 

Her Temples, 154. Dilferent Iiitetpretatioiis of the Fable 

Hid. 

Hebri^ns, the Conformity between fevcral of their rcligiou* 
Rights, and tUofe of the neighbouring Pagan Nations ac- 
counted for 210, zix 

Hecate, one of the Names given to Diana, 95. Her Figure at 
Goddefs of the infernal Regions, iliU. The Origia of this 
Goddefs, andof her dilferent Names and Characters 95, g6 

Helena, carried away by Thefeus 1 55 

HetU, when on the Point of being facrificed, is carried through 
the Air on the Ram that bore the golden Fleece j but falling-, 
is drowned in that Sea, which from her is called the He!lejpa?st 

Hercules, his Birth, 140, 141. His Labours, 141, 149, His 
Death, 145, ijo. The Origui of tliefe Fables iji. 

Hermafrbrodiliis and Satmacii formed into one Perfon called an 
HermapbrtdiU gg 

Hermes, one of Mercury's Names 97 

HefffcriJes, their Garden guarded by a Dragon with a hundred 
Heads j Hercules kills the Dragon, and takes away the gal- 
den Fruit, 146. An Explication of the Fable of the Hejfie- 
riJtJ 151, iJl 

HinJ, with brazen Feet, and golden Horns, taken by Hercules 145 
Hippolitus, rejefls the SoUicitations of Pba.ira, files to efcape the 
Effefts of her Revenge, and it killed by a Fall from his Ch«. 
riot i6fi, 167 

Hifpometus and Atalaala turned into Lions i oj 

HariBur, her Temple ao) 

Hope, wortliiped, 204, How prefented ibid, 

flora, or the Hours, their Deltcnl, and how employed 10! 

Hyacinsbui, killed by Apalla, and changed into a Flower 69 

ffjaJes, lamenting the Lofs of their Brother Hyas, are turned 
into Stars 19 

Hydra, amonftrous Serpent killed bj- Hercules 19) 

HymcH, his Birth, and the Manner in which he was reprefented. 
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JANUS, hisHiflory, 16. His Image defcribed, 18. Th« 
Meaning of the Fable of J-utu! ibul. 

Jiipetus, the Fatlier of Epimctbeut and Prometbeus 1 1 

Jafot, his Birth and Education, ifii. Undertakes a Voyage to 
fetch the golden Fleece, ivhich he gains by the Affiftance of 
Mtdta, 161. The Anions of this Sorctteis, who follows him 
to Greece, S'a/w's leaving her, and her Revenge 165, 164 
Idatahy, fome Conjefl\trcs concerning iv=, Oii^'wii i-to. ^. 
Ujorj Vietvof its Rile and Vrogrch ^-wivo ■•■■"■^ 



I, N D E X. 

Jnfifnal Regions y defcribed ^^ 

Inferior Deities attending Mankind from their Birth to their 
Deceafe _ * 195 to 19S 

Inferior rural Deities 199 

Ino and Palemon turned into Marine Deities 176, 177 

/(7» her Story 3g 

Ulaus, at the IntercefTIon of HireuUs reftored to Yonth, 143. Af- 
ter his Death returns to Earth to reren^ the Infults offered to 
the Heraclidii 1^0 

tris^ the MefTenger of Jwa 44 

IroquoiSf a whiomcal Opinion of theirs %^ 

IJis, Ofiris and Serais ^ three Egyptiatt Gods, whofe Worihip was 
introduced at Rome 193 

ItySf murdered by Progne^ and tnmed iQto a Pheafant xii 

Junoy her Birth and Namesi 43^ 44* The Maimer in which 
ihe was reprefented 44, 45, 46 

Jupiter, hh Birth and Educationi 16,^ 33, 34. His War widi 
the Giants^ i7» 23. His other Exploits, 34, 35, 36, His In- 
trigues, 36, 37, 38. An Explication of the Fables related of 
Jupiter, 39, 239, 240. The Manner in which he was repre- 
fented, 41. His Oracle at Dodona defcribed, aSS, 289. And 
that of Jupiter Hammon in Lybia, 290, 291, The Temple of 
Jupiter Olympus, &c. 312, 3x4, 

bcioft, his Crime and Puniihment in Tartarus 64 

Y AOMEDON, King Of rw, cheats if/^/to and iVi^«»/, who 
JLj puniih him hy fending a Peftilence 69 

Lares, domefhck Gods, their Defcent, 289* The Manner 
in which they were reprefented 190 

tatona, the Mother of ApoJlo and Diana, tmns the Clowns of 
fycia into Froffs, for reniiing to let her Drink 68 

tiJa, debauched by Jupiter in the Shape of a Swan, 36 • Brings 
forth two Eggs 155 

Letbe, the River of Forgetfuhiefs 66 

Leuctppus, dabbed 71 

Leucotboe, turned into the Tree that bears Frankincenfe 72 

lAbertyy Altars and Temples confecrated to her 206 

Littceus, kills Caftor, and is himfelf killed by Pollux 156 

Lwus, puniihed with Death for prefuming to imitate ApoUo 70 
Linus, Son of Apollo, his Story, 83. The Origin of the Fa- 
ble ibid^ 
Lucina, one of the Names of Juno and of Diana 94 
Luna, or the Moon, one of Diana^t Names 94 
Lupercalia, aFesdl celebrated in Honour of Pan 182 
Lycaon, for his Impiety and Inhumanity turned into a Wolf 35 
fy^as, being hurled into the Air by Hercules, falls into the River 
nermopQits, where he U tia3as£onnfcVYQS55i ^IknOi;. 1 5^0 
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'MNADES, the Priefteffes and N>TQp!i3 of BacffBi ij8 
Magitk, of two Kinds, 317a, Its Origin, z?]. OfcaU. 
ing up the Spirits of the Dead 174., to 17S 

iW/ir/, how produced, no. His diff- ent Names, '*'rf. Hi a In- 
trigue with Cen»u, III. His Offspring, III, The Origin of 
the Fables relating to this God, 113. The Manner in which 
he has been repreiented by Poets, Painters, and Statuaries 11^ 
Marfyai, pretending to equal .^fstfo in Mufick is flea'd alive, and 
afterwards clianged into a River 70 

Medea, a Sorcerefs, aflills Jafin in obtaining the golden Fleece, 
161. Her Exploits ifij 

Medina, her Haw turned to Snakes by M'merva, and why, 116. 
All that looked at her turned to Stones ibid. 

Meg^ra, one of the Furies fix 

Melantba, furprized by Neptunt, as flie vras riding on a Dolphin, 4.8 
MtUager, his Story, 91. His Sifters turned into Hen Turkies 93 
Meniba, changed into Mint 51 

Mercury, his Birth, Thefts, and other Exploits, fiji, 95. Hb 
Tarious Offices, 97, 9K. The real Origm of this fabulous 
Deity 9j, 100 

Mercy, Altars and Temples ereftcd to this Virtue loj 

Midjxs, for giving an unjuft Sentence againft Afdla, it rewarded 
with Alles Ears, 70. Barcbus grants his Wid, that whatever 
he touched might be changed into Gold ijj 

M'ter'va, her feveral Names, 115, iifi. Her Chanfler and Ex- 
ploits, 116,117, HerTemples, Statues, S'l-. 117,118. The 
Origin of this Goddefs, and of the Fables related of her, iiS, 
119. How reprefented by the Poets and Sculptors jio 

Mitoi, one of the Judges of Hell, his Hiftory 60 

Mitotaur, 3 Monfter who lived on human, Flelh, killed by 
'Theffus 16S 

Maevis or Apii, the Ox adored in Egjft 194. 

Memus, cenfurcsthe Actions of tbe doit 173 

Morpheus, the God of Sleep defcribed 174, 

Muffs, their Birth and diftimji Provinces, 85, 86. Their Ori- 

Mythology of the Heathens, 130. Of Fiit ion in general, iji. 
By what Means Allegories became Objefts of Faith, illuftrated 
by fome Obfervatioiis on the CeremonieB with which the Egyp- 
tians buried their Dead, 131. A Prayer ufed hf the Egyp- 
tians atXiieaYnatiAi, 1^1, 133. The Improbability of their 
worlhiping Bcafts, Reptils and Vegetables, 1J4.. Manf of 
the Heathen Fables derived from the ¥\etw)t\^ ti^ Wt"«Q«»,^ 



I we 



tccra tor the Hoaoni rf tUc LaAiss, a.a4 » ^™^**-'^\^ 
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KameSr 235* ^^* The Sentiments of the Pagans in Relau 
lation to the Origin of the World, compared with thoTe given 
lis by Mofesy 24.1, 244. Of the golden Age, as defcribed by 
the Fhilofophers and Poets, 244, 24^. Of the Fall of Man, 
as defcribed by Pytbagoras, Plato, and. feveral Indian and Cbi- 
nefe Authors, 246, 250. Of good or bad Daemons, 250. Of 
the Fables of the Tltaffs and Giants, &c, 251. Traditions r«. 
lating to the Unlverfal Deluge, 252, 253. The Seventh Day 
the Sabbath of the Heathens, 254. The Heathen Fables filled 
vnth noble Sentiments^ 255, 256, Of the Morals' of tfie 
Creek and Roman Philofophers, 257, 260. In what Pagan 
Idolatiy confuted ft6ij 264 

N. 

liTAtDES, Nymphs of Brooks and Rivers 1^4 

JlY Napaa, the tutelar Guardians of Valleys and flowry Mead« 

i8j 
Nemaan Lion, killed by Hercules 142 

Nemefis, one of the Goddeffes of Juftice, how represented 200 
Neptune^ his Defcent, 46. His remarkable A6uons, 47. The 
mythological Senfe of this Fable, 49. The Manner in which 
he was painted 50 

Nereus, a Sea God 175, 176 

Nereids, SeaNytnphs) the fifty daughters of Nereusr 176 

N^us,^ the Centaur, killed by Hercules with a poifoned Arrow 140 
Nile, its periodical Overflowmg renders figurative Symbols, and 
the Studjr of the Heavens, necefTary in Egypt 213, 215 

Niobe^Si Children (lain by Apollo, and herfelf ftupified with Grief 
for the Lofs of her Children, is turned into a Stone, jOt The 
Origin of this Fable 71 

Nox, and her Progeny * ^ 59 

Nyfus, after having lolt his Purple Lock of Hair, and his King- 
dom, is transformed into a Hawk 179 

o. 

OCEANUS, the Son of Calus and te/fd 5 

Ompbale, Queen of Lydia, gains iuch an Afcendant over 
Hercules, as to make him St among her Women and fpin 

14.9 

Ops, one of the Names of Cybele a8 

Qrcades, Nymphs who prefided over the Mountains I83 

Orion, his lurprifing Birth, 174. Killed by jDi^n^r, and made a 

Conftellation 175 

Orpbeus, his Story, 81. The Oridn of this Fable 81 

Or Oracles, 284. That much of the Happinefs Of Life is owing 

to owr Ignorance of Futurity, 285. On the firft Rife of 

Orncles, and the Ufe madt oi xYiScaVj ^<& ^^^x^\A%\iLa- 
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tors, 485; »88. Of the Oracle of Jupiter at Dodona, i%ii 
S89. A remarkable Circumftance relating to this Oraclei 
^90. Of the Orzcle of Jupiter Hammon in Lybia, 290, 291* 
Of the Oracle of Apollo at Delpbos j a Tradition concerning 
the Rife of it, and the Manner in which its Anfwers were 
delivered, 291, 293. Of the Oracle of ^ro/j&o«/«/, 294. 29 5 i 
Of the Oracles of the Branchida, Of Apollo at Clarosy and 
that of Mercury in Acbaia^ 295, 296. Some Obfei*vations on 
the dUFerent ways by which the Senfe of the Oracles werd 
« conveyed . ^97 1 299* 

W^ai^emon voii Ifio changed into Marine Deities I76, 17^ 

Wales the Goddefs of Shepherds 185 

Waliliay Feafts in Honour of Pales 18^ 

faliadiumf a Statue of Minerva faid to fall down from Hea- 
ven X18 

Pallas f one of the Names of Minem^a 115 

Fan^ the Chief of the rural Gods, 180. His Amours, 181. 
His Feftivals, ind the Manner in which he is defcribed by 
Poets and Painters 182 

Pater Patratusy his Office 308 

Pandora^ the firft Woman, I2; Her Box, ibid: The Evils that 
fpread from thence amongft Mankind, 13. This Fable ex- 
plained 246 
Parent, or Deftinies, their Office, and the Mythology of their 
Chara6lers 56 
Parisy defides the Difpute between the three Goddefles, and 
gives the golden Apple to f^enus 103 
Peacey an ^tar erefted to her, 202. How reprefentcd 207 
Pecunia, or Money, a Goddefs 207 
Pegafusy a flying Horfe, how produced, 88. The Origin "of 
the Fable 88, 89 
P^enatesy domeitick Deities, 190; Three Ranks of them 191 
Perfeusy his Defcent, 157. The Gifts he received from thcf 
Gods, 158. Cuts off Medufa's Head, ibid. Turns Atlas into 
a Mountain, 10. Delivers Andro7neday founds an Academy, 
dies, and is jlaced among the Stars j 158. An Explanation of 
the Fable or Perfeus aind Andromeda 160 
Pbsebe and Talayra carried away by Cafior and Pollux 156 
Pbtebusy one of the Names of ApoUo ^ 72 
Pbadray attempts to debauch her Son Hippolitusy her Silit is re- 
jefted, and me lays violent Hands on herfelf 166, 167 
Pbaeiotiy obtains Leslve of his Fzther Apollo, to drive the Chariot 
of the Sun for one Day j but lofmg the Reins, is ftruck down 
by Jupiter, 79, 80. His Sifters tum'd into poplar Trees, 80. 
The Origin of this Fable 80, 81 
Pbilomela, her difm^l Story 122 
Pbineusy tormented by the Harpies, for revealing the Myfteries 
of Jupiter S7 
PbUtgetboft, one of the infernal Riven \^ 
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Phlegyas, bums the Temple of Apollo^ is pumihed inrTartanu H±^j 

Pborcusy or Pborcys^ one of the Sons of Neptune^ being ▼w^^kT' 

quiih'd by Attas^ who threw him into the Sea^ is changrfw'^ 

into a Sea God . 17I l^^ 

Pbryxus, reje6ls the Advances of Ino^ and efcapes the Effiedstf f 

her Revence, by being carried through the Air on the T 

that bore the golden Fleece i6x, 

PicuSi turned into a Wood-pecker 1^^ 

Piety, or filial Aifedtion, what it was that bccaiioned a Chipd 

being ere6led to this Virtue ^049 soj ] 

Planets, the Names given them, became Indications of thai' 
feveral Offices, %6$, 267. Why they Were fuppofed to pro-' 
duce Metals, 169 

Pleiades, the Daughters of Atlas, takea up into Heaven, vrbiat L/ 
they form the Conftellation that bears their Name 9 £/ 

Pluto, his Defcent, 50. Steals ^.vf^y Prof erpine, 51. His fevenA .J^j 
Names, 52. The Manner in which he is repref«ited by tha 
Painters and Poets, ibid. The Mytholo^ of the Fable, 54, $\ 
Pollux and Caftor, their Birth and Exploits, 1554 Share Im- 
mortality between them, and are made the ConfteUadotf 
Gemini, 156. A Temple erefted to them 157 

Polypbemus, a monfb*ous Giant with but one Eye X14 

Pomona, the Goddefs of Fruit Trees, courted and married \if 
Vertumnus \%% 

Pontifex Maximus, or the High Prieft, his Office 307 

Priapus, the tutelar Deity of Vineyards and Gardens, 185. Thi { 

feveral Names given him, and his Image defcribed 1S6 

Priefts and Prieft ejj'es of the Greeks and Romans, 305, 306, Of . 

tlie Pontifex Maximus, or the High Prieft, 307. Of the Rex 

Sacrorum, ibid. Of the Flamines, ibid. Of the Feciales, 30$* 

Of the Pater Patratiis, ibid. Of the Epulones ibid, 

Procruftes, killed by ^efeus 165 

Prodigies, the Superftition of the Romans ^ in Relation to them, • 

and how they may be accounted for 470, %^l 

Progne and Philomela, their difmal Story i%% 

Prometheus makes a Man of Clay, and animates him with Fire 

ftolen from Heaven, 12, His Puniftiment, 13. Delivered by* 

Hercules, 148. This Fable explained 131 H^ 

Propeptides, turned into Stones 10 j 

Proferpine, carried away by P/«/o, 51. Her various Names, 54. 

The mythological Senle of the Fable, ibid. Her Mother 

Ceres, goes in fearch of her, and the Adventures fhe meets 

with 125, 126 

Proteus, the Son or Septune^ one that could transform himfelf 

into any Shape J77> X78 

Pryene turned into a Fountain ^1 

Pudicitia, or Chaftity, honoured at Rome under two Names 405 

Pygmalion, falls in Love with a Statue of his own making, 

wiiich Venm^ a^ his Kec^^ft, l\xrcv% vox^^ VTonccASL 103 
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i the Wife of Deucalion 

fa monftrous Serpent llain by Jlpolh ; and the Origin o 



iemantbus, one of the Judges of Hell 
■oriim. hia Office 
e of the Names of C^beU 



*^ACRJFICES, originally extremely fimple, ■. 
f Viflims, 30a, J05, The Ceremonies lift 



Of human 
. , . ^ ^ i Tifed at Sacrifices, 

aaid Ihe Manner in which they were perfonned 303, joj 
tlmoMui punilhed in Tarlarut for imitating Thunder, fiff. 65 
i/bj, orHeallh, herTemple, to6, 107. How recrefented ibid 
Uurn caftrates his Father Caiui, 4. Devours his Male Chil- 
dren, id. Taken Prifoner by Titan, but fet at Liberty by 
yufiter, who afterwards dethrones him, ij. The Fable of 
Saturn explained, 17, 18, 10. FelUvaU in Honour of Saturn, 
19. His Amours ibid. 

xtyrt, the Attendants of Eacehiti defcribed, tjj. Their Ori- 
gin IJ9, no 
inn, killed by Tbiftus iSj 
ylla, the Daughter of Pbareui, turned by Circe into a Mon- 
fter, K4. Throws herielf into the Sea and is changed into a 

■jUa, the Daughter of Nyfui, betrays her Father, by cutting 
off a Purple Lock of Hair, and is turned in" ' ' — '- — 
mele dcftroy'd by Jupiter's Embraces 
frapii, an E^piian God worlhipped at Rami 
Itnce, worihipped by the Ramans, 107. The Origin 
fuppofed Deity 107, 108 

Unm, the Companion of Ba«*Mj, defcribed, 138. TheOrigin 
of this fabulous Chara£1:er 139 

Iver Age, defcribed 4% 

^but, his Punifhment in Tarlarut £4 

able of Augeas cleaned by Herculei 144. 

w^alidti, monftrous Birds deftroyed by HtreuUs i+j 

<ix, a River of Hell 55 

{•vaaus, a rural Deity 138 

reni, defcribed, S9, The Origin of the Fable 89, 90 

nW files from Pan, and is changed into aTiifof Reeds ig| 



I Lark 



L of this 



T. 
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I 
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Tartarus 64, fij 

fabulous Perfons pimiflied 



f'ANTALUS his Crime and Punifhmeiit 
. Tartarus defcribed, 61. Tlie fabulo 

there, 6^, 64, 65. The Origin of thefe Fables 66, 67 
\wiplet firft built by the Esjif-liani, 309. The CeVev— "- "'-^ 
by die Rsmaat before they began M Wi.\4 S. Ttftl' 
Utt » 



INDEX. 

^he Temple of Vulceui at Memphis^ and an extraor^narv Chapel 
hewn out of one Stone, 311. Of the Temple of Di4gna^ atf 
Epbrfus^ 311. Of the Temple of Ceres and Proferpinti ibid. J 
A particular Defcription of the Temple of Jutiter Olymfm^ 
of his Statue and his Throne, 312, 314. Of the Temple rf 
Jpollo at Delphos^ and the immenfe Treafures it contaiaot 
314,315. Of the Temples in Italjy 3 j 6 • The Pagan Work| 
unanimous in expreifrng a Reverence and Awe of the Deit^j 

316, 31I 

^p)eology of the Heathens, a Diflertation upon it, »xo. Some Coa-I 
je6tures concerning the Original of Idolatry, ibid* The Coo< 
formity between teveral religious Rites ot the Hebrews, and 
thofe of the neighbouring Pagan Nations apcounted for, iio, 
%j%. The Re2uon of the Names ^iven to the Signs of thq 
2odiack, 21%, 213. The Overflowmg of the ATii!^ renders fi-; 

S;urative Symbols, and the Study of the Heavens, necefl^ii| 
^gypti »i3, 215. Thefc Symbols miftiiken by the Vulgar for 
real Objects, 216, 217. The ancient Religion of the E^tm^ 
and Perfians compared, 217, 219. The Greeks and KtmUi 
derive their numerous Deities from the Egyptian Sjrmbols, iio. 
The Sentiments of the Greek and Roman Philofophers uit 
Poets, on the grand Principles of Religion, the Being m4J 
Perfe6tions of one infinitely good and Almighty Bein^, siOiJ! 
223. Some Obfervations on four Grecian Se6ts or Schools, 114, | 
225. A fliort View of the Rife and Progrefs of Idolatry; j 
225, 229, [ 

TereuSf after marrying Progne, falls in Love with her fiftcr fhilo- 
mela, 122. Her barbarous Treatment, and Pro^«^'s Revenge ; 
Tereus^s being turned into a Lapwing, Progne into a Swallow, 
their Son IJjs into a Pheafant, and Philomela into a Ni(;ht- 
ingale. ' ib'iL 

Terminus, the God who prefided over Landmarks 186 

Terra, the Mother and Wife of Calus j 

Teth^s, the Wife and Sifter of Oceanus 5 

Theta^ the Daughter of Ccelus and Terra, marries Hyperion, 4 
Difappcars in a Storm of Thunder and Lightening 5 

Themis, her Birth and Anions too 

Theology of the Heathens aio 

Theopbane, changed into an Ewe by Neptune, who debauches her 

under the Form of a Ram 4S i 

Thefeus, his Birth and Exploits 165, 1^7 " 

Tirefias, deprived of Sight by Minerva, but receives the Gift cif 
Prophecy 116 

Tifiphone, one of the Furies, being rejefted \>y Cythdsron, kills him 

by throwing one of her Snakes at him 6) | 

Titans, make War on Jupiter, and are fubdued li 1 

Ttt bonus marries ilttrora, and oVi\.^m% Irassvortality \ but growing ,' 

decripid vr ith Age is txiit^td mto ^ ^\^i^'<^^\ -x v 

Tttytu. hisPvixuihmexitmTartarui ^> 



INDEX. 

Tr'jptolemus, fed by Ceres ^ and fent by her in a Cliariot to inftrn^C 

Mankind in the Benefit of Tillage 125 

Tritofiy the Son of Neptune defcribed 176 

Tropboniusy his Oracle defcribed 994., 295 

Truth, how reprefented 205, 206 

^ndariday who 15c 

lypbofiy or Typbausy o^e of the Giants who made War againft 
Jupiter y 23. His Figure defcribed 24. 

^rbenian Merchants changed by Baccbus into Dolphins 131 

V. 

T^E NU Sy how produced, 100. Her various Names, 101 • 
f^ Her A6tions, 102, 103. An Explanation of thefe Fables, 
104, 105. How reprefented, 105, 106. Her Atten- 
dants, 106, 107, loS 
Fertumnaliay Feafts in Honour of Vertutmms igg 
Yertumnus and Floray their ftory, 188. Vertumnus thought by 
fome to be an Emblem of the Year 189 
Yefia the Elder, her Hiilory, 28. The Manner in which ihe i« 
reprefented 29 
f^« the younger, the Goddefs of Fire, 31, 32. Her Chaftity, 3a 
Vefial Virgins ^% 
TiBoryy a Goddefs, how reprefented 206 
Virginia the Daughter of Aulus dedicates a Chapel to Pudicitia 
Plebeia %o% 
Virtue and Honoury Temples erected to them 203 
fulcoHy his Imployment, and the curious Works he performed, 
109, no. His various Names, no. Difcovers Mars with 
his Wife Venusy by Means of a Net, and expofes them to the 
Ridicule of the Gods. in. The Manner in which he was 
reprefented, ibid. The Origin of thefe Fables, 112. His 
Oflfspringy IZ2. 114* His Temple at Afm^i^^ defcribed 311 

u. 

TTLYS S E S difcovers AcbiUesy notwithftanding his being dif- 
C/ guifed, and takes him with him to the Siege of Troy 167 

168 
Uramu the Son of JEtber and Dies 3 

«• X. 

jrlSUTHRUSy faved from the Deluge, a CbaldeanTn^ 
^^ dition 253 

z. 

nrEPHTR us blows Jpolio's Quoit againft Ifyacintbus's Head, 

^ and kills him 69 

Zodiacy its Invention, and the Reafon of the Names given to 

the Signs, 212, 213. Thefe Names became Indications of 

their Icvcral Influences or OfRcw, ^^v» "^-M* '^^J^ ^ '^m^ 

Signs /iippofed to govern Come Y«eX. <;>i ^'t V\ssfiawL^&«fti?i '^^'^ 
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7hf READER is iefir'dto cwreS the foUmmng Errors of th^ 

Pnfs^ viz. 

PAGE 16 the laft Word, viz, beings read Deliverance, Pa^e 
92 Line 18, dele the Word t<wo. Page 113 Line 1 5, for htm 
read them. Page 204. Line laft but one, for Sailor read Goaler» 
Fage 212 Line 17 dele the Word other » 
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